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NOTE BY THE ADMIMSTKATOR. 



UoTwiTESTAHDiNG the fact that the late lamented State geologist, Dr. D. 
D. Owen, dictated portions of this Report until within three days of Hs 
death, there yet remained fifteen counties, viz., Pike, Ouachita, Lafayette, 
Columbia, Union, Calhoun, Bradley, Ashley, Drew, Chicot, Arkansas, 
Jeft'erson, Crittenden, Mississippi, and Craighead, the recorded observations 
regarding which existed only in the form of field-notes, sufficiently exten- 
sive indeed, but frequently abbreviated, and merely suggestive. 

The undersigned having, at the request of the family, taken out letters 
of administration on the estate of his deceased brother, it thus- became his 
official, aa well as it was previously a cherished fraternal duty to secure, 
as far as was consistent with the. circumstances, the completion of the 
Report according to the original design, 

Mr. E- T. Cox, who had for years been associated in this and other sur- 
veys with Dr. D. D. Owen, kindly undertook the preparation of those notes 
for the press, although the described counties had not been visited by him 
in person ; and with the critical accuracy of Mr. J. P. Lesley, of Philadel- 
phia, previously obtained to superintend the press and revise the proofs, 
now rendered doubly valuable, creditable accuracy may be relied on. To 
Mr. M. W. Smith sincere obligations are also due for the sheets written 
out by him from dictation, previous to the death of Dr. Owen, and for the 
arrangement of the field-notes before the arrival of Mr. Cox. 

The above explanation, alike due to all parties, may secure from the 
public a lenient criticism, should there appear any discrepancy, omission, 
or want of amplification in the details of the above counties. 

The administrator cannot close this notice without asking permission 
to record here the feeling, so often expressed by his deceased brother, 
regarding the promptness and liberality in business, as well as the courtesy 
and kindness in intercourse, evinced by his Excellency, E. N. Conway, 
late Governor of Arkansas, during the entire work and execution of the 
survey. 

EICHARD OWEN-, 

Admiuistrator on the Estate of Dr. D, D. Owen, deceased. 
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INTEODUCTOEY LETTER 



To his Excellency, Elias N. Conway, 

(hvernor of Arkansas. 

Sir, — In conformity with the Act, approved 21st February, 1851 
and under your reappointment, bearing date the 22d of Febmar 
1859, I have continued the further prosecution of the Geologici 
Survey of the State, and herewith submit my Second Geologic; 
Report of the results of the surveys made since the passage of thi 
Act, which results are embodied in the following pages. 
Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

DAVID DALE OWEN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In the First Volume of the Arkansas Eeport, I have ah-eady set forth 
the objects and utility of a wcU-eonducted Geological Survey. 

The work which has been accomplished, is, as yet, only introductory to 
a thorough survey of the State, since, in reality, all that it was possible to 
complete from the commencement of the survey up to this time is a 
Geological Reconnoissacce, or a general survey in advance of more detailed 
surveys of those regions which that Eeconnoissance may designate as 
mineral districts : still, any one who will carefully and understandingly 
peruse these pages, must beoome convinced of the importance and value 
of even this rapid Keconnoissance. 

The following are some of the leading practical results, eunimarj' 
conclusions, and general statements : 

The knowledge of the general boundaries of the geological formations, 
now established, enables the geologist to predict what valuable minerals 
may he found within their limits, and what it would bo a useless waste of 
time to search for within the same. 

The survey has also established the great geological axis and trend of 
the formations, which give not only the contour to the topographical 
features of the State, but a clue to the great synclinal folds or ti'oughs, in 
conformity with which certain geological sti'ata appearing, at one time, in 
elevated position in the mountain ranges, sink beneath the surface, to 
reappear, perhaps, in natural outcrop on the opposite side of some wide 
valley. Some of these basins have been proved to be the repository of salt ; 
which may be brought to the surface through the intervention of Artesian 
brines. 

The extent and area of the coal-bearing strata have been generally 
ascertained, their geological position established, and their leading 
chemical properties and composition tested. 

Those districts have been pointed out which are most likely to aflbrd 
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lead ore, and wliicli, therefore, especially demand the attention of lead- 
miners. 

iN'umerous iron regions have been discovered, many of which are well 
worthy the examination of the iron master, and the composition of many 
of these iron ores has been already ascertained by their chemical analysis, 
to be found recorded in their appropriate places. 

"Wide belts of country have been indicated where marble prevails. 

Sources have been pointed out where the best limestones can be pro- 
cured, both for burning to lime, making hydraulic cement, and for the im- 
provement of land, as mineral fertilizers and physical ameliorators of the soil. 

Localities have been pointed out where marls and potter's clays can be 
obtained, and their value will be shown hereafter by chemical analysis. 

In the Agricultural Department of the survey, complete suites of soils 
have been collected, these being selected with great care and with special 
reference to the derivative geological formation, and with a view to settle 
that very important (juestion, whether soil analysis can be of utility to the 
agriculturist, and whether it is capable of -showing the relative fertility of 
soils, their peculiarities derived from different geological formations, and 
the loss sustained by cultivation. 

Time, up to the present, has only permitted the completion of the 
analyses of one hundred and eighty-seven of these soils, subsoils, and 
underclays. An examination of these soil-analyses, together with three 
hundred and seventy-five, reported in the Kentucky survey, establishes, in 
my opinion, in the most incontrovertible manner, not only the great 
utility and practical importance of soil-analyses, but other facts, of the 
greatest interest, in connection with the subject of agricultural chemistry, 
to which I shall call particular attention in the agricultural section of this 
Ueport. 

The medical and chemical properties of numerous mineral waters have 
been exhibited, either by qualitative chemical analyses made at the 
fountain head, or by quantitative chemical analyses made in my laboratory, 
giving the proportions by weight of the different ingredients in a certain 
weight of the waters ; as, for instance, of the waters of the Hot Springs, 
White and Black Biver waters, &c. 

Much valuable information has also been conveyed by the examination 
of many well and spring waters, showing their salubrity and fitness for 
domestic use. 

The geological survey has also pointed out the origin and source of the 
Hot Springs ; and explained the mode of formation, and designated also 
the ago of two of the most interesting and beautiful minerals of the State, 
the "Whetstone and Hock-crystal formations. 

Until a minute detailed survey shall define all the plications of the 
strata, and establish systems of anticlinal and synclinal folds, it would be 
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imposaible, in all instances, to give a precise opinion with regard to the 
success of Artesian Tjorings throughout the State ; but still enough has been 
ascertained on these points to give, in many eases, valuable information. 

Though I have, myself, not actually seen one particle of gold in the 
State, yet I have no reason to disbelieve the statement of others, who 
assert that they have, at certain localities, found small flakes of that 
metal ; and though I have not as yet seen either the true gold-bearing 
slate and quartz vein, still there is a large district of Arkansas occupied 
by metamorphosed slates, adjacent to granite ; and as for quartz veins, I 
venture to state there are few countries, if any, in which there is such a 
wide, indeed, almost universal diffusion of milky quartz in veins, seams, 
and beds, as in many of the middle counties : and silex, in some shape or 
form, is everywhere diffused and disseminated: sometimes in the form 
of chert, hornstone, and ehalcedonie flint ; sometimes as burrstone ; 
sometimes as hone and whetstones ; sometimes as quartzose sandstone 
(in fact, so much so, that the tire of carriage-wheels will be almost worn 
through in travelling only a single season over the State) ; but the slates 
are less magnesian and talcose, and the quartz less ferruginous than is 
usual in most auriferous regions, and yet the surface symptoms so much 
resemble those of the gold regions of Georgia and North Carolina, that 
settlers from these States, at all acquainted with gold-washing, have 
generally been so struck, with the "prospect for gold," that they have 
almost invariably been induced to attempt a search, but, so far as I have 
been able to learn, with little or no success. Yet, even if no gold should 
be found profitable to work, there are resources of the State in ores of 
zinc, manganese, iron, lead, and copper, marble, whet and hone stones, 
rock-crystal, paints, nitre-earthe, kaolin, granite, freestone, limestone, marls, 
green-sand, marly limestones, grindstones, and slate, which may well 
justify the assertion, that Arkansas is destined to rank as one of the 
richest mineral States in the Union. 

Her zinc ores compare very favorably with those of Silesia ; and her 
argentiferous galena far exceeds, in percentage of silver, the average of 
such ores' of other countries. Her iNovaculite rock cannot he excelled in 
fineness of texture, beauty of color, and sharpness of grit. 

Her Crystal Mountains stand unrivalled for extent ; and their products 
are equal, in brilliancy and transparency, to any in the world. 

Yet Arkansas is a young State; and her geological survey is, in reahty, 
only fairly commenced. If thus early in this work we are able to report 
such flattering prospects, what may not be anticipated by thorough and 
minute detailed surveys ? 

A comparison of the analyses of her soils, as far as yet made, with a few 
soils collected in Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, shows that her soils, 
generally, are equally rich in fertilizing ingredients with those of the said 
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States ; ami that her best hottom lands are, in truth, richer, — facts admit- 
ting of an easy explanation, which wili be given in the body of this Report. 

It is true that, in the hilly and mountainous regions of Arkansas, the 
surface is much more broken and rocky than in Iowa, Wisconsin, and part 
of Minnesota. These States possess a wonderful advantage in their general 
levelness of surface, unobstructed, for the most part, by surface-rock ; but 
this, in a measure, is counterbalanced by the shortness of the Arkansas 
winter and the abundance of timber. 

To the general diffusion of stlex, or more properly silicate of potash, 
in the soil of Ai-kansas, is probably to be attributed the almost univeraal 
growth of pine timber, not always, or, generally, as an exclusive pine forest, 
but intermixed more or less with other timber. So peculiarly indigenous 
does the yellow pine appear to be to the Arkansas soils, that you will even 
find it growing in river and creek bottoms, side by side with the gum, and 
on the argillaceous slopes, associated with beech. 

Another peculiarity in the timber of Arkansas is the entire absence of 
poplar timber, with the exception of a luxuriant growth on the quatcrnarj- 
soils of Crowley's Hidge. 

The Osage orange, or Bois d'Arc, seems to he particularly congenial to 
the cretaceous soils of the southwest counties, particularly of Hempstead 
County. It is an opinion advanced by Dr. W, D. Smith, of that county, 
that it is indigenous to the Ked River country above the Great Raffc. At 
all events I am convinced that the cretaceous soils, highly charged as they 
are with lime, are peculiarly adapted to its growth. 

The Botanical Department, provided for in the Act of the 21st February, 
1859, I intrusted to M. Leo Lesquereux, That gentleman, well known to 
science as an able, thorough, and experienced botanist, has also devoted 
himself to the study of fossil botany. His double acquirements rendered 
him peculiarly suited to the duty assigned him in Arkansas, — not only that 
of reporting on the recent botany of the State, but also of investigating its 
carboniferous fossil flora. 

In the First Report, the opinion was advanced, that there was but one 
geological horizon of workable coal, and that that bed of coal belonged to 
the era of the millstone grit, having been formed previous to and lying 
beneath Iso. 1 coal of the sections of Kentucky. 

This opinion was based chiefly on observations of superposition, i.e. on 
the relative position of the coals of Arkansas, with reference to the well 
known Archimedes and Pcntremite-beds of the underlying sub-carboni- 
ferous limestone group, and the peculiar character of the overlying sand- 
stones and shales. 

The establishment of this fact, with reference to the Arkansas coals, 
being, in a practical point of view, amongst the most important problems 
in the geology of Arkansas, I was the more desirous to bring all the evi- 
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dence possible to bear on this subject, lu particular, the investigation of 
the specific character of the fossil plants of the roof shales of coal, being 
regarded by many as supplying important data as to the exact age of dif- 
ferent beds of coal, appeared to me indispensable, inasmuch as it involved 
a question which I deemed of so much moment to the future interests of 
Arkansas ; while, at the same time, important facts might be developed in 
aid of the solution of a great scicutifle inquiry. "No individual could be 
better prepared to enter on this investigation than M. Leo Lesquereux, 
since his previous long experience in the fossil flora of the coal fields of 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky had given him an insight into this special 
study, which no other man in this country possesses. His report on this 
subject will therefore be read with interest. 

Unfortunately, neither the means at my disposal, nor the previous en- 
gagements of that gentleman, permitted me to engage his services but for 
a limited period of time ; nevertheless, much has been accomplished, as, 
from a previous knowledge of localities, I was able to plan his route, so 
that he might reach at once the coal outcrops, where he could make his 
observations on fossil botany to the best advantage ; wliile along his line 
of travel he could, during the same excursion, explore the recent botany 
of the country. So far, however, his field surveys in Arkansas have neces- 
sarily been confined to a season not the most favorable to witness plants 
in their perfection, viz., October, November, and December. It was my 
intention that he should have made another survey in the spring of 1860, 
for the purpose of observing the plants of Arkansas at a time when many 
of them are in bloom ; but his previous engagements prevented M. Les- 
quereux from accomplishing that design. 

In the United States the people are already alive to the importance of 
the grape culture in a commercial and moral point of view ; but, as yet, 
tlicy are not aware of the extraordinary medical properties attributed to it 
in Europe. 1 would, therefore, call especial attention to M. Lesquereux's 
remarks on this subject in his botanical report. 

After Dr. Elderhorst left for Europe, in the middle of February, 1859, I 
engaged tlie services of Dr. Robert Peter to make the analyses of the soils 
for the Agi'ieultural Department of the survey. No man In the United 
States has had so large an experience in soil-analyses as Dr. Peter. During 
the progress of the Kentucky survey, he has analyzed three hundred and 
seventy-five soils ; for the Indiana survey, he has analyzed thirty-three ; 
and he has already completed, for the Arkansas survey, the chemical 
analysis of one hundred and eighty-seven soils. These analyses have been 
conducted upon the most approved, plan, and with the utmost accuracy of 
which chemistry is at present capable ; indeed, the extraction of the soluble 
portion of the soil, by long digestion in carbonic acid water, is a process 



,v Google 



12 INTRODUCTION, 

first auggested and earned out by Dr. Peter; and has never, to my know- 
ledge, been applied to any other series of soil-analyses but liis own. In 
the Agricultural section of this Report I shall endeavor to show the utility 
and practical importance of this great work. To these remarks I wouJd 
emphatically call the attention of my readers ; particularly of those sceptics 
and disbelievere who depreciate the value of such chemical researches, and 
even scout the idea of the chemical analysis of a soil conveying any infor- 
mation valuable to the farmer. 
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GEOLOGICAL EECONNOISSANCE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Since the publication of the Pirst Report on this State, the Geological 
ReconnoiBsance has been extended over the middle and southern counties 
of Arkansas, completing the preliminary survey of the State. 

"When I speak of the Geological Keconnoissance of the State having been 
completed, let me not be misunderstood. 

I mean by this that the leading geological features of the State have now 
been ascertained, and, consequently, a clue obtained to what may be ex- 
pected to be found in the State within the limits of these various forma- 
tions ; the general boundaries of which may now be said to be established. 

This is, however, in fact, only the preliminary step to the commencement 
of a regular detailed geological survey. 

■With the information now collected, though the general outline of the 
geological formations can now be laid down, the meanders and details of 
these boundaries can only be properly established after a correct topogra- 
phical map shall have been constructed, showing the contour, by lines of 
equal altitude, of the principal ridgea. This is a work of time and labor ; 
but still one that cafi bo accomplished with much greater facility in a State 
like Arkansas, which has been laid off into townships, sections, and quar- 
ter-sections, than in a State like Kentucky, where geographical maps must 
necessarily be constructed before one step can be taken towards establish- 
ing with precision the geological features of the State. Hitherto the State 
boundary lines, and a few of the larger rivers, have been the only recog- 
nized lines to aid the geologist in his work in Kentucky. 

Since each geological formation has its peculiar mineral associates, the 
experienced geologist, once acquainted with the general areas of the geolo- 
gical rock-formations, knows what kind of mineral may be sought for in 
each with a prospect of success, and also those which it would be a use- 
less waste of time to search for. 

The fundaniental knowledge, then, obtained by the preparatory general 
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survey, or, in other words, geological reeonnoissance, is indispensable, since 
it not only enables the geologist to predict 'what may and what may not be 
found, but gives that general acquaintance with the geological features of 
the State, without which the geologist must be unprepared to direct 
detailed surveys with that degree of confidence and precision which the 
importance of such work demands. 

Several rude attempts have been made to represent the geology of 
Arkansas on colored geological maps of the United States, constructed by 
individuals, none of whom ever visited the State of Arkansas, but who 
endeavored to gather their information from the writings or observations 
of others. All these attempts, as they do not give any coi-reet idea of the 
course, area, or succession of the geological formations of Arkansas, must 
be considered failures, more especially, as they are all on too small a scale 
to represent the geology of the country, even if they had been correctly 
constructed. 

The granitic* axis, which gives to Arkansas its peculiar geographical 
features, has greatly disturbed and modified its geological rock-formations, 
aided, undoabtedly, by a continuous wide-spread underground extension 
of these igneous rocks, on a platform of which the stratified rocks of 
Arkansas repose, at a greater or less depth, conforming to the contour of 
a waved surface. 

The main southern granitic protrusion, to which I now more parti- 
cularly allude, has not assumed an east to west bearing, as one would 
be led to suppose from an examination of these maps. That portion of it, 
exposed to view in Pulaski County, partakes of a crescent-shaped curve, 
the southern limb of which bears nearly north and south. Neither do 
these rocks occupy a surface-area nearly as great as has been represented. 

But though its actual surface outcrop is only about four miles in length 
and two in breadth, on the watei^ of the rourehe, and about three to four 
miles in length in Saline County, and still less in Magnet Cove, in Hot 
Spring County, yet these distant protruded masses of igneous rocks 
have, undoubtedly, a continuous connection beneath the drainage of the 
country. A line connecting these different localities would, therefore, 
give the general bearings of the main granitic outburst of Arkansas, from 
northeast to southwest ; although I believe, when the detailed geological 
survey of the State comes to be made out, the most prevalent strike-line 
of the stratified rocks will be found to be nearly east and west. 

The great range and area of the metamorphosed shaIes,Bandstones, and 
limestones, together mth the numerous instances that will be hereafter 
cited of tilted strata, and high angles of dip, far removed from the axis 

homblendic and 
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above deaeribed, can only be accounted for by proximity to a subterranean 
axis of disturbance, less apparent, but probably exerting greater dynamic 
forces than those which brought the granitic rocks to the surface through 
weak points of the superficial crust. 

The mineral veins which have been detected traversing the neighboring 
strata, have, no doubt, a connection, and owe their origin to the causes 
brought into action during the production of these crystalline rocks and 
the metamorphism of the strata. The high mountainous regions of Izard, 
Seareey, Van Buren, Conway, Pope, Johnson, lifewton, Madison, Franklin, 
Washington, Crawford, Sebastian, Perry, Tell, Scott, Polk, Sevier, Mont- 
gomery, Pike, and Hot Spring Counties, owe as certainly tlieir elevation 
to the same cause, operating however through a vast period of time and 
slumbering, even at this day, under the "Whetstone and Crystal Mountains 
of Hot Spring and Montgomery Counties, as will be hereafter explained, 

There is another granitic axis which, though it only reaches the surface 
on a branch of Spavinaw Creek, beyond tlie northwest limits of the State, 
undoubtedly indicates the close proximity of a platform of the same 
material on which the lead-bearing rocks of the subcarbonifcrous group of 
the northwest counties of Arkansas, and the southwest counties of Missouri 
repose. A knowledge of the existence of igneous rocks beneath that 
region of subearboniferons rocks, has a most important bearing in esti- 
mating the probable mineral character of that district of country, of 
which I have given some account in my previous volume. 

In the first Report, a description was given of the geological position 
and mineral character of the vein of argentiferous galena, as it occurs on 
Kellogg Creek in Pulaski County. A vein, possessing very similar cha- 
racters, has been observed during the progress of the work, in the last 
two seasons, at various points in Saline, Montgomeiy, and Pike Counties, 
but more especially in Sevier County, all having a constant beaiing 
nearly in the same northeast and southwest course, and running almost 
parallel to the aforementioned range of the outcrop of the crystalline 
rocks. The facts ascertained render it probable that the metalliferous 
veins exposed on Kellogg Creek, in Pulaski County, may be traced from 
that locality in a southwest direction across the State to the Indian 
boundary line and beyond; and, perhaps, also, to a considerable distance 
to the northeast. 

Evidence has also been collected, which renders it not improbable, that 
another metalliferous vein may exist on the south side of the granitic axis, 
extending even as far south as "Wood Hill, in Ashley County. 

The coal region of Sebastian, Scott, Yell, Perry, and the southern portions 
of Franklin and Johnson Counties, has been explored since the last Report, 
by which it has been ascertained that the thickest beds of coal, at present 
known in the State, crop out in Sebastian County, on the borders and iti 



,v Google 



18 GEOLOGICAL BECONNOISSANCE 

the vicinity of the Jenny Lind Prairie, where they attain a tliiekneea of 
four to five feet. 

The coals Been in the southern parta of TrankHn and Johnson Counties 
do not appear to exceed two feet in thickness. They generally lie low in 
the creek banks, skirting the edge of the prairies, covered by shaly clays 
impregnated with iron, and containing more or less iron-stone nodules, 
and rest upon stigmaria clays. 

Along nearly the whole course of the Petit Jean Mountain Eange, in 
Perry and Yell Counties, a seam of coal can be traced, usually from one 
foot to fifteen inches thick, occupying a position about one hundred feet 
above the base of the mountain. 

In the higher ranges, for instance in the Magazine Mountain, coal of 
about the same thickness has been detect-ed, upwards of five hundred feet 
above the levels of the farms in the plains below the mountain : whether 
this is the same, or a distinct bed of coal, has not been fully ascertained. 

Since the first tracing of these seams of coal, as stated in the Introduction 
to the Report, M. Lesquereux has made a more special examination of 
the specific characters of the fossil flora of these coal-bearing strata, in 
order that all the palfeontological evidence may be brought to bear on 
this subject, in aid of establishing the exact age of the coal beds. 

You will see from a perusal of his Eeport, that the palaaontological 
evidence of the geological position of these coals is in corroboration of the 
views formerly advanced, — that they are sub-conglomeritic; that is, that 
they lie below the horizon of No. 1 coal of the Kentucky sections, and 
are contemporaneous with the coals above the rapids of the Cumberland 
River, in Pulaski County, Kentucky, and that of Indian Creek, near the 
confines of Bath and Powell Counties in the same State. 

In June of 1858, 1 made a partial examination of the waters of the Hot 
Springs, by boiling down one and a half gallons of the water taken from 
the Kitchen Spring, No. 19 of the chart accompanying this Report, and 
found the contents, approximately, reduced to one gallon, as follows: 

Organic matter combined with some moisture, .... - 1.16 

Silica witii Bome sulphate of lime not dissolved hj wawr, - - ■ 1.40 

Bicarbonate of lime, 2.40 

" " magnesia, 0.31) 

Chloride of potassium, 0.04 

" " sodium, 0.218 

Oside of iron and a little alumina, 0.133 

Sulphate of lime dissolved by water. 0.350 

Loss, Iodine? Bromine? 0,053 

6.254 

In the winter of the same year. Dr. Elderhorst, then Chemical Assistant 
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to the Survey, was instructed to collect a eufficient numberof gallons of the 
water to make an accurate quantitative analysis in my laboratory. 

During January of IS.'iO, he made an analysis of the solid contenta in 
1000 grammes of the water from the spring that guehea out near the baae 
of thecliff of ealcareoua tufa behind the Pavilion, being the most northerly 
of the main group, mostly resorted to by invalids for drinking, and known 
generally aa the "Arsenic Spring" (No. 25 of the Chart of the Hot 
Springs), under the supposition that it contained arsenic. This popular 
notion is not, however, confirmed by the chemical analysis. JTor 200 
grammes of the calcareous deposit, in which it is more likely to be 
detected than in the quantity of water that could be conveniently sub- 
jected to analysis, failed to give any precipitate in the acid solution of that 
substance with sulphuretted hydrogen, which proved not only the absence 
of arsenic, but of lead, antimony, and in fact, ali other metals precipitable in 
any acid solution by sulphuretted hydrogen, which includes indeed all the 
metals but Iron, Zijjc, Cobalt, Il^'iekel, Manganese, Uranium and the four 
rare acid-producing metala. Chromium, Tantalium, Niobium, and Pelo- 
pium ; among this latter group of metals only a very small percentage of iron 
was found to be present, in the form of bicarbonate of the protoxide of iron, 
which is deposited, by long standing, as adark-brown sediment, which, except 
at one of the Springs (No. 17 of the Chart), is so incorporated with the great 
mass of the carbonate of lime and siliceous earths, forming the clifis and 
crusts of tufa, as to be undistinguishable to the eye. 

Dr. "William Elderhorst's analysis of 1000 grammes of the so-called 
"Arsenic Spring" (No. 25 of the Chart), is here inserted: 



Lime 0.059024 

Silicates, 0.045600 

Sulphuric acid, 0.019400 

Magnesia 0.007629 

Chlorine, 0.002275 

Soda, 0.004650 

Potash, 0.001560 

In this analysis, the carbonic acid united with a portion of the lime and 
magnesia was not estimated. 

The silicates, which were left undissolved on treating the residue ob- 
tained by evaporating the waters to dryness in a platina capsule, with 
hydrochloric acid, were fused with a mixture of carbonate of soda and 
potash, and qualitatively examined. They were found to contain Silica, 
Lime, Magnesia, Iron, and Manganese. 

The quantity operated on was too small to determine the proportions 
by weight. 
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In the early part of August, 1860, 1 made a complete analysis of the 
spring on the hill, No. 1 of the Chart accompanying this Report. 

The solid contents obtained hy evaporating 1000 grammes (one litre) of 
this water to dryness, were separated into the portion soluhle in water, and 
that soluble only in hydrochloric acid, and the acids and bases in each 
(except hydrochloric in the acid solution) separateSy determined, 

In another portion of the same quantity of water evaporated to dryness, 
with a little hydrochloric acid, the total quantity of bases were estimated, 
and in a third portion the acids were determined. 

The sediment found in the bottom of the bottle containing the water 
was also examined. 

From these various analyses the following results were obtained. 

The total quantity of matter, from 1000 grammes of this water, weighed 
0.1518 grammes ; of which 0.0018 was organic matter, which burnt ofl" hy 
ignition, emitting an odor like that from burning peat.* This organic 
principle is, probably, appocrinic acid, which was uniWd with the oxide ol' 
iron; but the quantity obtained, from the amount of water operated on, 
was insufficient to demonstrate its properties sufficiently to enable me to 
decide positively on its identity with that organic acid. 

After the organic matter was burnt off, 0.15 of saline matter remained. 
Of this, 0,0252 grammes were soluble in water, and 0.1268 insoluble in 
water. 

The sediment at the bottom of the bottle weighed, when dry, 0.0300. 
This lost, by ignition, 0.0048, which was mostly organic matter, similar to 
that held in solution. The residue, 0.0252, gave up, to hydrochloric acid, 
0.0092, which was mostly carbonate of lime, with a little oxide of iron, 
which had existed partly as carbonate of iron and iron combined with the 
organic principle ; and a trace of carbonate of magnesia. There remained 
0.016 insoluble in hydrochloric acid, which was at first a deep chocolate- 
brown color, and turned of a red ochre-color, after ignition. This proved 
to be mostly silica, with a little sulphate of lime, tinged with oxides of 
iron and manganese. 

The various analyses gave in the sediment : 

Organic matter (appocrinic acid?), 0.0048 

Carbonates of lime ; a little oxide of iron, wliioh existed partly as car- 
bonate of icon, and partlj combined with the organic acid, and a. 
trace of carbonate of magnesia, ....... 0.0092 

Silica, with a little sulphate of lime, tingecl with oxides of iron and man- 
ganese, O.OIGO 

0.0300 

* Where the water is concentrated, or the solid extract treated with water, before this organic 
principle is buritt otf, the solution has a yellow color Imparted to it bj the presence of this snb- 
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The part of the matter soluble in water after evaporation to dryness and 
ignition : 

Magnesia, 0.0040 

Soda, 0.0120 

Potasli, 0.0030 

Chlorine, 0.0060 

Sulphuric acid, 0.0002 

0.0252 

The part insoluhle in water, after evaporation to dryness, and before 
ignition : 

Organic matter (appocrinic acid?) burnt offby ignition, . . , 0.0018 

Silica and silicates, insoluble in acids, 0.0600 

Carbonate of lime, 0.0600 

" '' magnesia, ......... 0.0040 

Alumina and oxide of iron, 0.0010 

0.1268 

Calculating the prohable combinations of these acids and bases, as they 
are, in all probability, united in the water, we have : 

Appowinate? of protoxide of iron, 0.025 

Silica and insoluble silicates, 0.060 

liicarbonate of lime, 0.08G 

" " magnesia, ......... 0.006 

Alumina and oxide of iron, 0.001 

Carbonate of soda, O.OITO 

" " potash, 0.0040 

Sulphate of magnesia, .......... 0.0002 

Chloride of magnesia, .......... 0.002G 

Sulphate of lime, 0.000015 

There ia still an excess of magnesia remaining, which probably exists 
as iodide and bromide of magnesia; for, though Dr. Elderhorst, operating 
on 1000 grammes, waa not able to detect any Iodine or Bromine ; yet, when 
I extracted the solid residue from 2000 grammes with alcohol, evaporated 
this to dryness, at a low temperature, and tested it with protochloride of 
Palladium, the watery solution was slightly tinged yellowish-brown, indi- 
cative of a trace of iodine ; and, if larger quantities of the water were 
operated on, the iodine and bromine could, in all probability, be distinctly 
brought out. 

I have been repeatedly asked to what I attributed the medical virtues 
of these waters. I reply, mainly to their high temperatures. Here, at the 
Hot Springs of Arkansas, there ia the most abundant supply of water at a 
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scalding temperature ; several of the springs ranging at the fountain-head 
as high as 148° of Fahrenheit's thermometer, the waters of which, ailer 
being conducted in open troughs down the hillside to the reservoirs above 
the bath-houses, and standing some time, are just as hot as the skin can 
bear, and the waste water conducted under the adjoining vapor bath-houses, 
sends up a steam, through the latticed floor, of a temperature bo hot that 
few can endure it. If, then, the Warm Springs of Virginia, which have a 
temperature of only 96° to 98°, exercise, as experience has proved, a mo3t 
potent eftect in the cure of many diseases, " mainly ht/ their temperature," 
how much more positive must be the eflect of waters of so much higher 
temperatures ; especially when a stream of it, in diameter as large as a 
man's arm, can he directed, at pleasure, with great force, on any organ. 

In many forms of chronic diseases especially, its eflects are truly as- 
tonishing. The copious diaphoresis which the hot-bath establishes, opens 
in itself, a main channel for the expulsion of principles injurious to health, 
made manifest by its peculiar odor ; a similar eflect, in a diminished degree, 
is also effected by drinking the hot water, — a common, indeed almost 
universal practice, among invalids at the Hot Springs. 

The impression produced by the hot douche, as above described, is 
indeed powerful, arousing into action sluggish and torpid secretions ; the 
languid circulation is thus purified of morbific matters, and thereby re- 
newed vigor and healthful action are given both to tlie absorbents, lympha- 
tics, and to the excretorj' apparatus, — a combined effect, which no medicine 
is capable of accomplishing. 

Silica and carbonate of lime, the most abundant mineral constituents of 
the Hot Springs, can have comparatively little specific action on the ani- 
mal functions. The carbonates of alkalies present, proved by the distinct 
alkaline reaction of the watery solution of the solid contents evaporated to 
dryness, cannot be without their therapeutic effects, in common, however, 
with a great many of the well and spring waters of Middle and Southern 
Arkansas, which also contain some alkaline carbonates. 

The large quantity of free carbonic acid which the water contains, and 
which rises in volumes through the water at the fountain of many of the 
springs, has undoubtedly an exhilarating effect on the system; and it is no 
doubt from the water of the Hot Springs coming to the surface charged 
with this gas, that invalids are enabled to drink it freely at a temperature 
at which ordinary tepid water, from which all the gas has been expelled 
by ebullition, would act as an emetic. 

The small quantities of chlorides and sulphates of magnesia may have a 
slight medicinal effect ; but there are not more of these salts present than 
are to be found in many spring and well waters employed for domestic 
purposes. 

Various have been the speculations with regard to the cause of the high 
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temperatures of tliese waters, and my opinion has been repeatedly asked 
on this subject. 

I cannot, for several reasons, subscribe to tbe views advanced by some, 
that the elevation of temperature is caused by the water coming in contact 
with caustic lime in the interior of the earth. Lime has so great an 
affinity for carbonic acid that it cannot remain, for any great time, in an 
uneombined caustic condition ; and, therefore, is seldom found in that 
state either on the surface or in the bowels of the earth. And if it did, it 
would long since have been reduced to the state of hydrate, if not to the 
state of carbonate, by constant contact with this copious Sow of water 
charged with carbonic acid ; when it conld no longer give off heat by the 
chemical action produced during its combination with water. 

Much less can I give assent to the extraordinary idea, that the high 
temperature of these waters is due to latent heat, given off from the water 
in the act of depositing the tufa that now coats the hillside from which 
the springs issue, and which was oi-iginally held in solution ; since we 
have no instance of any appreciable heat being given off by simple preci- 
pitation or settling out of the carbonates of lime, as it loses the carbonic 
acid which held it in solution : besides, this is so slow a process that if any 
heat were given off, it would be so little at a time as to be insensible to 
the feelings. 

On the contrary, I attribute the cause to the internal heat of the earth. 
I do not mean to say that the waters come in actual contact with fire, but 
rather that the waters are completely permeated with highly-heated vapors 
and gases which emanate from sources deeper-seated than the water itself. 
The whole geological structure of the country, and that of the Hot Spring 
Ridge in particular, from which the water issues, justifies this assumption. 

This ridge or mountain, as it is usually called (though it is only two 
hundred and fifty feet above the Hot Spring Valley), is made up of the 
most beautiful variety of IN'ovaculite ("Ouachita oilstone or Arkansas 
whetstone") ; equal in whiteness, closeness of texture, and subdued waxy 
lustre, to the most compact forma and white varieties of Carrara marble; 
and, though of an entirely different composition, it resembles this in 
external physical appearance so closely, that, looking at specimens of 
these two rocks together, it is difficult to distinguish them apart. Indeed, 
the finest quality of the Razor honestone variety of this formation is even 
superior in purity of whiteness to the celebrated Carrara marble. Except 
in being less translucent, it approaches in lustre and fineness of structure 
to Chalcedony. It is, in fact, the most beautiful variety of Novaeulite that 
can be imagined, when taken dry and fresh out of the quarries, about the 
middle of the east slope of the Hot Spring Ridge. 

Yet this snowy white chalcedonie novaculite belongs, undoubtedly, to 
the age of the millstone grit, and was once a simple ordinary sandstone. 



,v Google 



24: GEOLOGICAL KECONNOISSANCE 

From the state of an ordinary eand-roek, it has been altered or metamor- 
phosed into tiiis exquisitely fine material, not as I conceive, by contact 
with fire or igneous rocks, but by the permeation of heated alkahne 
siliceoua waters ; perhaps Bomewhat hotter than the springs issuing at this 
moment from the Eidge, and somewhat more strongly impregnated with 
silica, potash, and soda. By the incessant and long-continued permeation 
of the sand-rock with such waters, the pai-ticles of said rock have been 
gradually changed from grains of quartzose sand to impalpable silica, and 
the greater part of the oxide of iron, manganese, and other impurities, 
carried out in solution from the pores of the rock, leaving nearly chemi- 
cally pure silica behind. 

The chemical analysis of this novaculite rock confirms this opinion, 
since it is found to be composed in 100 fiarts of 98 pure silica, as shown 
by the subjoined analysis : 

Snica, 08.00 

Alumina tinged will] oxide of iron 00.80 

Potash, OO.eO 

Soda 00.50 

Traces of lime, magnesia, hydrofluoric acid, and moisture, . . . 00.10 



Standing at the north extremity of the Hot Spring Eidge, at the turn of 
the road below Col. Whittington's house, and looking at the exposed and 
bare walls of this novaculite rock for the first time, even a geologist, seeing 
its fissured condition,, and the rock standing, apparently, almost on edge, 
would, at first, suppose that it had been shivered by internal and tremen- 
dous convulsions; hut the more I examined this formation, the more I 
became convinced, that, though tilted somewhat out of its original hori- 
zontal position, the numerous conspicuous, nearly vertical joints in it, are 
fissures of cleavage, and not seams of stratification, and that, during the 
metamorphosis of structure of which I have just spoken, the original 
stratigraphical partings have almost disappeared, or at least, become con- 
founded with the fine and manifold lines of cleavage, concomitant with 
the altered structure of the rock. This formation is, indeed, one of the 
most remarkable and interesting for the study of this kind of metamor- 
phism, that I have ever had the good fortune to investigate. 

Though we have, all along the southern flank of Hot Spring Ridge, 
upwards of forty hot springs, issuing at temperatures varj-ing from 100° 
to 148° of Fahrenheit's thermometer, flowing down the slope seen on the 
left of the view of the Hot Springs, forming the frontispiece to this Report, 
we have, as yet, discovered no outcrop of real igneous or crystaltine rocks 
nearer than Tiga Creek, on the borders of the Magnet Cove, a distance of 
ten miles, in a direct line, frora the Hot Springs. 
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When we reflect on the boundless and never-ceasing flow of thermal 
waters that must have bathed the sides of Hot Spring Ridge for countless 
ages, perhaps commencing even as far back as tlie termination of the car- 
boniferous era, at least for a sufficient length of time to effect the meta- 
morphism of this great thickness of millstone grit, we must become im- 
pressed with the vast duration and long-continued action of geological 
phenomena compared with our historic period ; and however inexplicable 
such wonderful phenomena and changes may at first appear, yet, when the 
chemical principles become properly understood, disclosed by enlightened 
and accurate chemical analyses, these obscure geological transformations 
can be satisfactorily and clearly explained, aided by the evidence of the 
persistency of such chemical agencies through a long lapse of time. 

In the adjoining county of Montgomery, in the Crystal Mountains, 
some twenty miles distant from the Hot Springs, we behold a modification 
of similar, though far less intense, chemical action, which has produced 
equally interesting, but less widely-difl'used results; the same millstone 
grit formation, rising into even more elevated ridges than at the Hot 
Springs, and composed, even at this day, of massive sandstone, retaining 
still all the physical characters of a sedimentary deposit. These sandstones 
have, however, been very slowly and partially permeated by alkaline sili- 
cious waters, particularly along their joints and lines of stratification ; in 
the insterstices of which the most brilliant, transparent, and limpid quarts 
has crystallized in all the regularity, beauty, and variety of its own pecu- 
liar geometrical forms, reflecting from their glassy facets a dazzling degree 
of light, second in brilhancy only to that of the diamond. Here the pas- 
sage or transpiration of the pure nascent silex has been efi'ected without 
changing, to any considerable degi-ee, the structure of the sandstone matrix, 
which may bo found, in all its rough and gritty contrast, attached to the 
base of a group of perfectly limpid crystals. 

There is, at present, no region known on this continent which presents 
such extensive mines of rock-crystal as the gorges of the mountainous 
ridges of Montgomery County. Almost every fissure of this vast sand- 
stone formation, for a distance of one to two miles in length, and from 
three-quarters to one mile in width, is lined with these brilliants, which, 
exposed in bursting open the crevices of the rock, glitter and flash in the 
sun's rays like a diadem. Any one provided with the proper tools can 
collect, in a few liours, more than he can carry away, 

Here, as in the Alps, we hav?S the " Crystal-hunter" exploring the 
recesses of this great crystal mountain, and carrying his glittering "points"* 
to the Hot Springs and elsewhere, exposing them for sale on the doorsteps 
of the hotels and in the shop windows, as attractions for strangers, to serve 

* A term used by the Crystal-Iiunters sj'uonymously with crystal. 
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by their parehase as remembrances of the buyer's visit to the crystal 
regions of Arkansas. Aud truly, by a judicious selection, the lover of the 
mineral kingdom may here possess himself of gems of superior water, 
that may vie in beauty and brilliancy with those of the Alps, Dauphinc?, 
Piedmont, and Carrara, in Europe ; and Ulster, Herkimer, Diamond 
Island, and Diamond Point, in the United States. Witli proper tools, 
slabs might be rent oif from the face of the sandstone rock far more than 
a man could lift ; in fact, even a cart-load, studded over with limpid crys- 
tals, of all sizes, from the fraction of au inch to five or six inches in length. 

Here, in the Crystal Mountain, more remote from the centre of igneous 
action, by slow, undisturbed, and long-continued transudation, pure sili- 
cioue matter has segregated its atoms into cavities, joints, and fissures, 
assuming, at the same time, the peculiar, regular, mathematical form, 
which this chemical substance is prone to take, when left to undisturbed 
disposition of its particles, — a beautiful and gigantic illustration of that 
wonderful law in mineralogy by which every mineral substance, in a state 
of purity and rest, arranges its particles in definite and regular geometrical 
solids, the facets of which often possess a lustre eq^ua! to the highest polish, 
and are inclined at angles peculiar to each particular species. 

It is evident, from the analysis of the deposit made by the water of the 
Hot Springs, that most of the silica it holds in solution is not deposited as 
rapidly as the carbonate of lime ; for, though the amount of silica and inso- 
luble silicates held in solution in the water, falls but little short of the car- 
bonate of lime, yet in the tufaeeous deposit only a fraction of one per cent 
of silica* is present ; hence, much of this substance must be carried away 
by Hot Spring Creek, into which all the springs empty, to be deposited 
along its course by the evaporation of the waters of this stream ; and it 
may be that, in this operation, particles of the "Whetstone Mountain are, 
by slow degrees, corroded and removed from their ancient bed, and preci- 
pitated elsewhere. 

One thing is evident, silica forms a very frequent constituent of the 
spring, creek, and well-waters of Arkansas. I detected it, in considerable 
quantities, oozing in rivulets, down the sides of the mountain, and in the 
creek-waters flowing through the main valley. 

From sixteen fluid ounces of the water of the Crjatal branch 
of tlie Walnut Fork of Ouachita Elver, where it flows in 
the heart of the region of rock crystal, I obtained bj evapo- 
ration to dryness, ....'.... 0.100 grammes. 

Which lost by ignition (water and organic matters), . . O.OOfi " 

Leaving earthy and saline matters. ..... 0.094 " 



i shown by the subjoined analysis of the calcareous tufa deposited by the Hot 
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From this I obtained: 

Carbonate of lime, ; . 0.0285 grammea. 

" "magnesia, . 0080 

Silica, 0.009.) " 

Sulphate of lime, O.OOTO " 

Alumina and oxide of iron, .,...- 0.00*20 " 

Carbonate of potaah, O.OOUO ■' 

Sulphates and chlorides of magnesia and soda, !xnd loss, . 0300 " 

O.OO-iO ■' 

The quantity operated upon did notadniit of estimating, with great exac- 
titude, quantities of the saline matters, existing in smaller proportions, as 
sulphates and chlorides of magnesia and soda, &c. ; hut the above approxi- 
mate result is sufficient to show the notable quantity of silica and carbonate 
of potash present ; the latter, the solvent of the silica, which is in a favor- 
able condition to form crystals of quartz. 

Tliia analysis gives confirmation to an opinion which I find prevalent 
among many of the crystal-hunters, — that crystals of quartz are in process 
of formation, even at the present day, in these singular districts of 
Arkansas ; and I have little doubt hut this peculiarity of its waters, must, 
more or less, stamp its influence on the constitution of its inhabitants, 

Though the chemical properties of silica are rather of a neutral character, 
it is, nevertheless, considered to have its effects upon the animal organs 
and secretions, promoting, in certain constitutions, a tendency to deep- 
seated abscesses with deep-seated pus, fungus cancers, epilepsy, and 
inflammations of the parotid gland ; and in scrofulous persons, it may 
increase the tendency to pulmonary consumption. 

I am not prepared to say that, in the combination and proportions Jn 
which it exists in the waters of these countries, it will produce such 
efiecta ; I only throw out these remarks, as hints for the attention and 
observation of practising physicians and others. 

Carbonates of alkalies, when present in considerable quantities, as in 
the " Soda and Beer Springs" on the route to California, have a corrosive 
effect on the mucous membrane of the stomach, besides neutralizing the 
gastric juice, and thus arresting all digestion and assimilation of food; 
and it is from these combined effects that so many cattle have been lost 
by drinking at these springs on the plains. In the much smaller propor- 
tion in which they exist in the waters in question, no such active injurious 
effect is produced. Indeed, the carhonates of potash and soda are con- 
sidered very serviceable in correcting the lithic acid diathesis which is apt 
to result in calculus, containing this acid. In such cases, there seems to 
be, usually, an acid condition of the alimentary canal, which these alkaline 
carbonates correct. They also often give relief in affections of the kidneys. 
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But in other constitution b, tlie constantuse of water containing carbonates 
of the alkalies, in any notable quantity, might impair the digestive function. 
It ia for these and many other reasons, too numerous to itate in this 
Report, that I have generally recommended to the inhabitants of those 
regions, where I have found the spring or well waters strongly impreg- 
nated with these and other mineral aubstaucea, possessing medicinal pro- 
perties, to provide themselves with large cisterns, and collect pure rain 
water for ordinary domestic purposes. Where the constituents in well 
and spring waters, are, as most frequently, only carbonate of lime and 
common salt, there ia no objection to their use, as these substances are 
essential requisites in the organs and secretions of the animal economy, 
Indeed, the latter substance is so important to the health, that in all inland 
countries, removed from the influence of the sea air, there is a natural 
craving among animals for salt, so irresistible, that they will overcome 
every obstacle and expose themselves to all kinds of dangers, for the sake 
of obtaining it. In excess, however, even this wholesome condiment is the 
cause, in part at least, of that horrid disease, scurvy, to which sailors, and 
all persons fed exclusively and constantly on salt provisions, and exposed 
to a damp atmosphere, are liable. It may be laid down as a general rule, 
that however advantageous mineral waters may be for temporary use, and 
in particular cases of disease, that they are not applicahle or wholesome 
for constant or domestic use. Even if the constituents are only carbonate of 
lime and common salt, when these exist in proportions much exceeding 
roon of carbonate of lime and Tono of common salt, it is better to use, 
habitually, pure rain water. 

When there is common salt in waters, there are very apt to be, also, 
iodides and bromides, either of potash or magnesia; but the quantity is 
usually so small that they can only be detected by boiling down large 
quantities of the water. Iodine is considered essential to the health of 
man,* inasmuch as it seems that where it ia nearly or entirely absent in 
the waters of a country, as in many parts of Switzerland, Savoy, and the 
Apennines (the springs taking rise or running over granite and mica 
slate), that the inhabitants become thereby subject to chronic enlarge- 
ments of the thyroid gland, called goi upp d a 
some articles of diet. In excess, how b tan u 8 he 

* Recently, the researches of Dr. Boinet have ah 
coast, where iodine is abundantly diffused through 

cretinism, enlarged glands, worms, &c., are rsrelj b mm 

these diseases prevail, especially in children, to c od aa 

iodine, as Eea-weeds and crnciferous plants | or else u od 

iudine, in verj small quantities, into articles of diet, yr 

Dr. Boinet asserts, that if this treatment is persevered in with children of decided seroluluua 
habits, that, not only ordinary cusea of scrofula can be cured by it, but ulcerous habits, diseases 
of the skin, ophthalmia, caries of llie bones, &c. 
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whole glandular system, and in persona of plethoric habit it is apt to 
produce local congestions. 

A qualitative examination was made by Dr. "William Elderhorst of the 
"Fairchild'e Chalybeate Spring," about three miles from the Hot Springs. 
He found in it : 

Sulphates, large quantity. 

Chlorides, " " 



Magnesia, "J 

Soda, I Strong reaction. 

Manganese, \ 

This spring is now owned by Allen and Vaughan. 

On the 9th of July, 1859, after the property had been purchased by 
these gentlemen, I visited the spring, and tested it, qualitatively, at tho 
fountain-head. Its temperature was 70° Fahrenheit. 

I found it to have an alkaline reaction, which may be due, in part, to 
the presence of carbonates of the alkaline earths, lime and magnesia. 

Its principal ingredients were ascertained to be : 

Bicarbonate of the protoxide of iron. 

Sulphate of magnesia, 

A little chloride of sodium, and perhaps a little carbonate of soda. 

This water has a slight deoxidizing effect ; especially that spring known 
more particularly, as the " Sulphur Spring," though there is little or no 
sulphuretted hydrogen present; at least, not enough to perceptibly darken 
lead-salts. This spring has more chlorides in it than the main spring. 

The spring to the southwest of the main spring, which supplies the 
ladies' bath, has a temperature of 67°. 

These springs atford a most abundant supply of water ; some one 
hundred and fifty gallons per minute; in fact, there is enough of waste 
water to drive a small mill, which supplies meal to the establishment. 

The source lies in the dark slates underlying the whetstone formation, 
on the east side of the main Hot Spring Eidge. Carbonic acid rises 
incessantly with the issue of tho water from tho fissures of the slates, in a 
rapid succession of air-bubbles, through tho transparent pool, which adds 
greatly to the exhilarating effects. 

This water is, therefore, a saline chalybeate, having medical properties, 
eminently tonic, slightly aperient, and well adapted for the use of patients 
recovering from intermittent fever, if there be no inflammation or inflam- 
matory action to counterindicate its use. 



,v Google 



30 GEOLOGICAL EECONNOISSANCE 

The distance of this spring from the Hot Springs, being only a pleasant 
ride, it is a favorite resort for those who desire a change of scene, and 
when the system requires toning up; or, in other words, when an increase 
of the red globules of the blood is necessary, it will be found very effica- 
cious in efiecting a final cure. 

The nearest crystalline rocks to the Hot Springs which have, as yet, 
come under my observation, are on Tiga Creek, on the confines of the 
Magnet Cove. This cove, though the area is not very extensive, nor yet 
very elevated, seems to be the centre of the igneous action of Hot Spring 
County. 

The igneous rocks occupy the depressed portion only of the Cove, and 
the lower subordinate ridges. The higher ridges, hy which the Cove is 
bounded on the north, are composed, in great part, of the novaculite rock. 
A continuation of this ridge extends, on the west aide of the Cove, from 
Section 8, through the southern part of Section 7, T. 3, S. li. 17 "W". ; and 
thence, through the east portion of Section 13, into Section 24, T. 3, S. R. 
18 "W. A portion of this ridge seems to be composed of a greenish, 
coarse-textured rock, resembling clinkstone, known under the name of the 
"Mountain Jtoek;" but I believe, when this region is surveyed in detail, 
that the great body of the rock m this ridge will be found to be some 
modification of novaculite, or bluish-gray quartzite. South of the Cove, 
at Rockport, a great wall of true novaculite runs into the Kiver Ouachita, 
on the east side, with an outlier on the opposite side, forming as complete 
natural abutments for a bridge as could possibly be desired. 

"Were it not for the fissured condition of the rock, a very fine quality of 
honestone could be procured at this locality, 

This conspicuous wall of Ouachita honestone forms quite a picturesque 
object, Sicetch, PI, A, is a view taken from the west side of the river, 
opposite Rockport. It is probable that this is the locality whence the 
name of "Ouachita oilstone" was originally derived. 

There is, probably, iio portion of Arkansas that affords a greater variety 
of minerals than Magnet Cove. Here, in a circumscribed area of leas than 
two miles, we found : 



Black gameta, 


erjslallized. 




Iron pyrites, eryatallized and amorphous 


Green, yellow, 


and black mic 


a, crystallized. 


StroEtianite? " 






" 


Arkansite, '' 


Quartz, 






Elteolite, crystallized. 


Lydianatone, 






Actinoiite, " 


Agate, 






Epidote, " 


Pjroxine, 




crystallized. 


Aixagonite, " 


Hornblende, 




" 


Talc, 


Magnetic iron ore, an 


d, no doubt, ma«y 


Other minerals exist, not yet enumerated. 



., Google 









OP ARKANSAS. 


31 


The moat pre\ 

Sovaculife. 
Qnartzite. 
Sienite. 
Giunilo. 


'alei 


it roeka 


. are : 

Milky quartz. 
Chert. 
Bnrratone. 
Eieselschiefer. 


Horublunde rock. 

porphyry. 
" sJate. 
Schorlatnite rock. 



The magnetic iron ore oceui's in large bodies, occupying a surface area, 
a little to the centre of the Cove, of four to five acres, over which the whole 
ground is strewed exclusively with the finest specimens of this ore, much 
of which has polarity. The soil in this part of the Cove is of a dark choco- 
late-brown, from the large amount of oxide of iron present. 

Titanic acid is abundantly disseminated amongst the minerals of the 
Magnet Cove. It enters not only into the composition of the magnetic 
iron ore, but occurs, crystallized, in its purest variety, containing only a 
mere trace of silica. The specimens collected and analyzed appear, indeed, 
to be the purest form of Brookite or Arkansite on record, as the quantity 
of silica separated was almost inappreciable on the most delicate chemical 
balance ; and neither oxide of iron or alumina couM be detected in appre- 
ciable quantities. 

In some parts of Magnet Cove, the magnetic needle is strongly affected, 
not only in its vertical dip, but in its horizontal deflection. 

The Fourehe Cove furnishes a very fine specimen of Kaolin, or porcelain 
clay, derived from the decomposition of felspar. This material seems to 
exist in considerable quantities at the locality where I had an opportunity 
of inspecting it ; and, from the felspathic character of much of the rock of 
this cove, I have little doubt that it might be found in many new localities 
where it has not yet been discovered. 

Ifoble quarries of granite could be opened, both on the north slope of 
the granite range in the Fourche Cove, and in the cedar glades on the 
waters of Hurricane and Lost Creek. At this latter locality, some very 
good millstones have been got out, which, though not equal to the burr- 
millstone, make nevertheless excellent stones for grinding corn. 

All that is wanted, in order to establish an extensive business in supply- 
ing, not only the State of Arkansas, but the whole South and "West, with 
the most substantial of building materials, is cheap and easy communica^ 
tion between the quarries and Little Kock, where the granite blocks could 
either be shipped on the Arkansas River, or transported on the lines of 
railroad which, no doubt, must soon concenti'ate in that place. 

The quarries on the north edge of the Fourcive Cove are only between 
two and three miles, in a direct line, from Little Rock, and close to one 
of the proposed routes of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad. One set of the 
cleavage joints of the granite of this locality conforms to the slope of the 
hillside, where the rock is beat exposed ; so that, comparatively, a small 
power is required to slide even huge dimension stones from their nativei 
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bed, dowji the natural inclined plane, to platforms placed beneath to receive 
them. 

Felspar enters largely into the composition of the Fourche granite ; it is 
of a white color, and has the cleavage of an albite or sodafelapar; but, 
from a CLualitative examination of this felspar, it seems to contain fulJy as 
much, if not more, potash than soda. 

On Section 21, T. 8, S. R. 25 "\V., tvro milea south of Murfreesborougb, 
in Pike County, there is also a circumscribed area of igneous rocks, con- 
sisting mostly of porphyritic greenstones, which occupy a width, from 
north to south, of one hundred and fifty to two hundred yarda. A hill, a 
few hundred yards from this outburst, is composed of a kind of trachytic 
rock, and a decomposing rock of similar felspathic origin, which is now a 
kind of wacke. 

This igneous outburst has pierced the sandstone and elate of the mill- 
stone gi'it period, and, in places, heaved the sandstone up at angles of 46° 
to 48°. A local conglomerate has been here produced, no doubt, by the 
attrition of the sandstone surfaces, during the movements of the beds, one 
upon another, during the action of the siibterranean forces, which brought 
these hypogene rocks to the surface. This locality reminded me forcibly 
of the small volcanic tract of the Adige, in the Department of the Herault, 
in JFranee, of which I have a fine suite of specimens in my collection. 

Two instances have been observed of overlying crystalline rocka. One 
on the southwest bank of the Ouachita Eiver, a short distance above the 
Gap Mill, and about a mile from the edgeof the Magnet Cove. Here, a 
hard, tougb, hornblendie rock, with large flakes, and crystals of jet black 
mica, is seen reposing conformably on comparatively soft layers of slate, 
inclined at an angle of 10° to 11°, dipping into the Ouachita River, ob- 
liquely across its channel. Ivo vestige of this rock can be seen to the 
eoutliwest, beyond a small ravine which comes down to the river, hardly 
one hundred yards from where it disappears below the water on the oppo- 
site course. From this, I infer, that that ravine marks the place where 
this porphyritic hornblende rock has come up from beneath ; but the vege- 
tation prevented me from tracing this rock, in its downward pitch, at this 
ravine ; and, indeed, it is probable that the overlying tabular mass above 
conceals from view the source from which it issued. 

Though the actual surface-exposure of crystalline and igneous rocks in 
Arkansas is but limited, nevertheless the metamorphism and disturbance 
of the strata are most conspicuous and extensive. 

In the Cossatot Kange of Polk County, the strata consist of metamor- 
phosed sandstones and shales, which may be observed for miles standing 
almost on edge, even on the summit of one of its principal peaks, the 
Hannah Mountain, which was ascertained, by the aneroid barometer, to 
be one thousand feet above the Cossatot River. The beds of indurated 
sandstone, quartzite, and novaeulite, maybe obser^-ed, like artificial walls, 
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niniiiiig up the flanks of the mountain, even to its summit, inclined at 
angles of 70°, preserving a perfect parallelism, the depressed interval 
between the walls of sandstone being filled with slates, more or less indu- 
rated and crumbling, 

!For miles, too, along the road leading throngh the Cossatot valley, similar 
strata may be seen, almost on edge. The same phenomena may be ob- 
served on the Fourcbe La Fave Range, where the road south of "Waldron, 
in Seott county, passes over tilted strata of sandstones and shales; and, 
though there are reversals in the dip evident in places, yet the road passes 
for miles over the edges of such strata without any reversal apparent on 
the surface, giving strong evidence of the immense thickness of the beds. 
Yet they all seem to be of the age of the millstone grit; or, at least, not 
lower than the base of the subcarboniferous group, because they overlie 
rocks of Devonian date ; and have, intercalated, towards their base, lime- 
stone and black flint, which, though often brecciated and metamorphosed 
into a black-veined marble, are undoubtedly of the same age as the black 
limestone and flint of "Wiley's Cove and Shiolds's Bluff, which belong to 
the date of the Archimedes and Pentrcmital beds of the subcarboniferous 
group ; and all the evidence, as yet obtained, goes to show that the highest 
and newest of this great series of sandstones, slates, and shajes, with sub- 
ordinate limestone, are of greater antiquity than the true coal-measures, 
and lie at their base. 

At present we have not sufficiently accurate measurements to give any- 
thing like the exact thickness of this group, — the great and leading forma- 
tion of Arkansas; but my present belief is, that when it comes to be 
measured and surveyed in detail,. it will be found to rival, in combined 
thickness, that of the great sandstone formation which girdles the eastern 
and western shores of Scotland, forming the southern flanks of the Gram- 
pians. Both this range of Scottish hills and the Arkansas rocks, above- 
named, conceal an internal nucleus of granite, and perhaps porphyry, which 
they envelop and on which they repose, with the intervention, probably, 
of mica slate. Now, if that so-called old red sandstone of the Grampians 
represents, as in Caithness (another district of Scotland), three entire for- 
mations, — ^the old red system, the carboniferous, and the new red sand- 
stone, — then the Arkansas formation in question is contemporaneous with 
a part only of the middle of these divisions. 

But if those transatlantic beds belong exclusively to the Devonian period, 
then it is extremely doubtful whether any of the slates and sandstones in 
question in Arkansas belong to the same sge. As this classification, how- 
ever, depends altogether on the specific character of the imbedded organic 
remains, which, as a general rule, are remarkably scarce in Arkansas, 
and aa yet only imperfectly known, farther investigation is necessary to 
throw light on the subject. Those fossils which have been found locally 
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in the limestone are decidedly such aa occur in the division of the subcar- 
boniferous limestone ; i. e. in the Productal, Archimedes, and Pentremite- 
beds; and even the slates and shales, subordinate to these limestones, as 
far down as we have been able to see them, afford no evidence as yet of 
being any older, if as old, as the shales and sandstones of the knobs of 
Kentucky and Indiana. 

In less elevated situations than the Hannah Peak, two most remarkable 
and conspicuous instances have come under my observation of an abso- 
lutely vertical position of contemporaneous sandstones and slates ; illustra- 
tions of which are given in the woodcuts, heading the sections on Pulaski 
and Polk counties. 

One of these occurs at a ford on Boardcamp creek, in Polk county, 
where a vertical wall, ninety feet high, and four to five feet wide, of meta- 
morphosed sandstone, stands out from the incoherent, flanking slates in 
the boldest relief, as shown in the sketch, and overhanging the waters of 
the stream, in the bed of which it is lost to view in its descending course. 

The other example is on the Arkansas River, in Pulaski county, within 
view of the Pinnacle, and about eleven miles from Little Pock, Here, 
two perfectly parallel vertical walls of sandstone, twenty feet apart, jut 
out from the disintegrated soft slates, in prominent conformity, descending 
eteplike, fifty-one feet from the top of the bank, where they first show 
themselves, to the edge of the lowest water-mark of the Arkansas Piver, 
and can be seen running their course beneath the stream. These form a 
conspicuous landmark to boatmen and travellers on the Arkansas River, 
and are known under the name of the "Natural Steps." The sketch 
referred to gives a view of this remarkable vertical section of sandstones 
and slates, as it appears from the water's edge, at the foot of these natural 
steps. 

When I speak of metamoi-phism of strata, let me not be misunderstood. 
I have no idea that the extensive induration and alteration of the rocks in 
Arkansas, from their original condition after deposition and simple con- 
solidation, have been effected by actual contact, or even close proximity to 
incandescent matter. On the contrary, I am of opinion, that the modifica^ 
tion of texture and sti-ucture has been produced principally by permeation 
of highly-heated gases, vapors, and alkaline silicious waters ; and that the 
various degrees of change observable arc from a difference in intensity and 
phase of similar action. That this is the true explanation of the phenomena 
is proved by the fact that the pervious beds of sandstone are much more 
altered than the impervious shales. These are, for the most part, only 
locally indurated into bard slates, and are commonly liable to undergo by 
exposure rapid disintegration. Although not much indurated, they are 
rent asunder, and the intervals filled mostly with milky quartz, — forming, 
in some instances, veins of great extent, which sometimes ramify, like a 
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network, through the slate. Only in a very few instances are the ailicious 
varieties harJened into durable roofing slates ; while the sandstones, over 
large areas in many counties, are not only indurated, but often completely 
changed in structure and texture, in the manner already explained, passing 
into quartzite, chaleedoiiie chert, flint, and novaculite. 

South of the base line, which is near the parallel of 34° 30', there is leaa 
limestone intercalated with the slates, while the latter are more inter- 
sected by quartz veins, which especially prevail in Hot Spring, Saline, 
Montgomery, and Polk counties. The direction of these veins generally 
describes an acute angle with the strike line. 

The most frequent strike line is west 20° south, and east 20° north; in 
some instances, it deviates more to the south and north of a west-south- 
west and east-northeast course. 

The silica has most likely been brought to the surface through the 
solvent powers of the alkalies, potash and soda, derived from the granitic 
nucleus, which is eminently felspathic, where it appears on the surface. 

On some of the geological charts of the United States, the Cretaceous 
formation has been extended into the interior of Arkansas, as high as 
latitude 35° 40' ; that is, up the valley of White Eiver, to near Jackson- 
port. On Eogers's Geological Map of the United States, published as one 
of the series of Johnston's Physical Atlas, the cretaceous system has been 
represented as crossing from the New Madrid region of Missouri, into 
Arkansas, about the " Sunk Land" district of the St. Francis country; 
that is, about latitude 36° 80', and extending thence, with a southerly 
curve, to near the region of the Petit Jean Mountain, in Perry county ; 
that is, about latitude 35° 20'. On Mareou's " Charte G^ologique des Etats- 
Unis de TAra^rique dn Nord," the cretaceous system is represented as 
extending as high as Pulaski county, in the vicinity of Little Rock; i, e., 
to about latitude 35° 42'. 

I have not been able to detect any symptoms of Cretaceous strata, even 
ID deep wells, any further north in Arkansas than Clark County, about 
two and a quarter miles northwest of Archidelphia ; i. e., near the line 
between Townships 7 and 8 south, in about latitude 34° 6'. 

At the fine section exposed on the Arkansas Eiver, at " White Bluffe," 
{. e., about latitude 34° 27', beds of quaternary date occupy the higher 
part of the bluff; while the lower fifty or sixty feet, extending down to 
low water mark of the Arkansas, is most decidedly tertiary shell-marl of 
Eocene date, affording the following species : Oardita densata, Fusua mag- 
nocostatus, F. Fittonii, Corbula Alahamensis, Monoeeroi vetustus, and others 
undetermined. 

Even at a point on the river bank, where a considerable disturbance 
and tilting of the strata are conspicuous, nothing lower in the geological 
series can be seen than Eocene tertiary. The marine shell-marl exposed 



,v Google 



36 GEOLOGICAL RECONNOISSANCE 

near Madison, in St, Francis county, Arkansas, near high water mark of 
the Misaiasippi, about latitude 35°, is altogether Eocene tertiary. 

This section at the "White Bluffs, and that examined by Assistant 
Geologist E. T. Cox, present the best exposition of the tertiary formation 
of Arkansas as yet observed. 

Both these localities can furnish an abundant supply of shell-marl, having 
fertilizing properties, the analysis of which \v:iU be given under the head 
of Jefferson and St. Francis counties. Tertiary limestone has also been 
observed at various localities in Pulaski and Pike counties, some of which 
is fit for burning to 3ime, 

These tertiary beds, undoubtedly, rest on cretaceous deposits beneath 
the drainage of the country. But if the colored belts on geological maps 
are intended to represent the surface area over which the strata, indicated 
by that coloring, are viaibie to the eye above the drainage of the country 
(which ia the information that, I understand, a geological map conveys), 
then, not one of the maps has represented the exposed cretaceous area 
with even an approximation towards the truth. 

Hempstead county, and the southern part of Clarke and Pike counties, 
may be considered the principal seat of the fairly exposed rocks of the 
cretaceous system of Arkansas. 

The exact boundary can only be determined by a detailed survey, con- 
necting the moat northerly points in Clark, Pike, and Sevier counties, where 
the cretaceous formation has been observed during the survey, viz., on 
Section 8, Township 7 south, Eange 19 west, in Clark county, in the vicinity 
of Murfreesborough, in Pike county, and the glady prairies near Ultima 
Thuie. The north boundary line of the cretaceous formation of Arkansas 
deviates but little from an east and west line ; rather a little south of 
west and north of east, but only about 10° to 20°. Thus, the exact limits 
can only be approximately defined. 

Large bodies of iron-ore, belonging to the tertiary era, exist in Pulaski 
County, worthy the attention of the iron-master, as will be more parti- 
cularly noticed under the head of Pulaski county ; and analyses given of 
some of the principal varieties. 

Iron-ores of the same age are, also, extensively distributed in the northern 
part of Bradley county; and tertiary shell-marla are frequently struck in 
the wells in this county, and sometimes partially exposed in the cuts of 
the creeks. 

It ia probable that most of the thick beds of lignite in Pulaski, Jefferson, 
Ouachita, and Calhoun counties, belong to the same age ; but there are 
other beds of lignite, of less extent, which, I believe, will prove to be 
of quaternary date. These tertiary and quaternary lignites, according to 
the distillation-analyses conducted in my laboratory, yield from thirty to 
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forty-five gallons of crude oil to the ton of two thousand pounds. The oil is 
of superior quality generally. 

In the immediate vicinity of the beds, when they are three to four feet 
thick, and are of good quality, not too much mixed with earthy matter, 
this combustible might be employed as a fuel, especially in situations 
remote from the markets of good bituminous or anthracite coal ; and 
where there is a scarcity of timber. But this lignite can never, commer- 
cially, come in competition with such coal, for several reasons : first, it 
contains too much water, which, in passing from the state of water into steam, 
during combustion, absorbs too much heat ; secondly, it contains too small a 
proportion of fixed carbon to make a lasting fire, and, in many instances, 
contains too much ash; finally, — and this is the most serious objection 
of all — when exposed to the weather, it soon crumbles away into small 
fragments, and, at length, passes into a kind of coal-dust ; this is the case 
even with the most solid varieties, such as occur on the Ouachita and Saline 
rivers. They are, moreover, very liable to spontaneous combustion, when 
thrown into large heaps, in the open air. 

If these lignites can be made profitable to the owners of tracts of land, 
where they occur in sufficient quantities, it will be for the manufacture of oil. 

The coal-oil business has now become of commercial importance. 
Though it is now only two or three years since there were but two coal- 
oil works in the United States, manufactures of this kind have been 
springing up with astonishing rapidity, wherever the country baa afforded 
a coal that gave promise of a productive yield in oil. 

According to a table which appeared recently in the Scientific American, 
the coal-oil manufactured daily, in the United States, ending the 31st 
December, 1859, amounted in various establishments, in different States, 
as follows : 



Names or Place of Works. 
Downer, Boston, 
Gleadon, " 
East Cambridge, . 
Page & Co., 



1,500 
1,000 



Portland, 

New Bedford, 

Hartford, 

Kerosene, 

Columbia, 

Carbon, 

N. Y. C. Co., 

Empire State, 

Several others, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg (four firms), 
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Namea or Plaoe of Wotts. 
Great Western, 
Neirark regiotj, 
Wheeling, .... 
K. C. C. C. & 0. M. Co., Knnat 
G. R. C. &O.C0, 



MaysvillB, Ky 400 

Union Co, " Unknowt 



Breckiaridge, 

Newport, 

Eureka, Ciiicinr 

Rosencrans & Go,, Cinn,, , " 

Pliffiiiix, . . " . . " 

St. Louia, ..... Mo. 

Otherwise, 



Unknown 



Total aumter of gallons daily, 22,T50 

Some of these factories may prodace more and some less, but the total, 
above given, is a tolerably close approximation to the actual amount pro- 
duced at that time. 

It is further estimated, " that from 250,000 to 300,000 dozen eoa!-oil 
burners and lamps have been constructed; of which 150,000 dozen are in 
use, and the balance iu the hands of dealers." 

" A coal -oil lamp consumes about four gallons during a year. Hence, 
the amount of oil burnt in these 1,800,000 lamps is about 7,200,000 gallons 
per year, or about 20,000 gallons every day." 

This shows that already the amount manufactured is in advance of the 
quantity consumed. 

To make 22,750 gallons of lurning oil, requirefl 75,000 gallons of crude 
oil, which requires 60,000 bushels of cannel coal to produce it. 

Since the wonderful discoveries of native " rock-oil" which have recently 
been made, the price of coal-oil has been greatly reduced, and the use of 
it, to a considerable extent, superseded. 

On Oil Creek, in the vicinity of Titusville, in Pennsylvania, oil flows 
out from some of the wells and borings at the rate of 75 to 100 gallons in 
twenty-four hours, already fit for the market. At least 2000 wells are 
now in progress, and 200 of these are already pumping oil or have found 
it. The wells yield from 12 to 75 barrels, of 42 gallons each, per day, and 
the expense of running a pump is said to be not over six dollars per day. 

"We are informed by an article which appeared in the !N'ew York Even- 
ing Post, of the 29th August, 1860, that from the commencement, the 
demand for the oil has been in advance of the supply, and always brings 
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cash. Some men have made, in Pennsylvania, we are told, from $15,000 
to $20,000, in five months, from single wells ; and many land-holders have 
realized as much from their leases, which are daily coming more into 
demand, and more valuable. 

The oi! in these wells rises, in some instances, to the surface with water; 
in others, overflows in a stream of pure oih 

This oil is useful for various purposes ; viz. : in medicine, for burns and 
bruises, and as a substitute for arnica, which it resembles in its medicinal 
properties ; as a solvent of gums, gutta pereha, India rubber, &e, ; in the 
manufacture of gas ; for lubricating; and finally, as an illuminating oil, 
preference is given to this native oi! over all others. Already it is adopted, 
to a great extent, by the various railroad lines, and government has closed 
a contract for it to supply the light-houses on our coast. 

It is said to possess twenty-five per cent, more illuminating power than 
the best coal-oil. "Whether this is based on reliable, comparative experi- 
ments on intensity of light, I am not prepared to say. It has the advantage 
over sperm-oil in not chilling in the cold. 

In the crude state, as it comes from the wells, this rock-oil is worth 
thirty cents per gallon. 

So enormous a supply of native oil, at such a price, must, of course, 
affect materially the profits of a eoal-oil business; both that produced 
from canncl-coal, as well as that from lignites. When the coal-oil business 
first started, crude oil was worth from seventy to eighty cents per gallon. 
I suppose now, it hardly brings twenty to twenty-five cents per gallon, 

As some of the proprietors of lignite beds may desire to know the cost 
of manufacturing and refining oils obtained fi-om coal, I here state that 
to manufacture and refine 1000 gallons of oil, in a large establishment, 
making from 1500 to 2000 gallons per day, the cost is from $135 to $150, or 
from thirteen to fifteen cents per gallon ; but in small establishments, making 
only 200 to 300 gallons per day, the cost will not fall much short of twenty 
cents per gallon, unless the coal is remarkably rich in oil ; that is, yielding 
seventy to eighty gallons of oil to the ton. 

Where such establishments are remote from cities, the chemicals for 
the purification of the oil are necessarily high, and the price of labor dear, 
twenty-five cents per gallon ia, probably, not too high a price to be put upon 
the cost of manufacturing and refining ; hence, it may be seen that it ia 
only large establishments, conveniently situated to markets, and those which 
can secure cosda rich in oil, that can make much profit by the business. 

"When heavy lubricating oils and paraffine are manufactured at the same 
time, these will, of course, increase the income of the establishment, since 
these are not taken into consideration in the above calculation. 

One of the most remarkable geological phenomena of Southern Arkansas, 
is the immense number and size of sheila allied to the oyster family : 



,v Google 



40 GEOLOGICAL HECONNOISSANCE 

Bxogyra costata and Ostrea vesieularis, which He strewed and exposed where 
certain cretaceous heda, in which they were imbedded as fossils, reach the 
Burfjice. So abundant are they, that they have become of considerable 
economic value. In many ploughed fields on farms, a few miles north of 
"Washington and elsewhere in Hempstead County, they can be gathered 
by the wagon-load. I witnessed, myself^ in that vicinity, a pile thrown 
together on a log-heap, preparatory to burning them into lime, which con- 
sisted of some fifty to a hundred wagon-loads. 

Many of the Exogyra are so large as to weigh several pounds; one 
which I collected in Sevier County, was found to weigh four pounds six 
and a half ounces. 

These fossil sheila afford, when burnt, better lime than the argillaceous 
and marly limestones with which they are associated: since they are com- 
posed, principally, of, carbonate of lime in nearly as pure a state as in 
moat limestones ; the greater part, if not all, of the animal matter having 
been removed during the process of fosilization and long interment. 

The repeated and long-continued movements of the rocks one upon 
another, during the perioda of disturbance and upheaval, of which we have 
abundant proof in Arkansas, have given rise to numerous and extensive 
drift deposits, composed mostly of quartz, the harder forms of sandstone, 
beds of sand, and disseminated fragments of slates and shale. These are 
often of auch depth and extent aa to conceal from view, tor milea, the bed- 
rock on which they repose. 

The local drift of Pulaski County, in and about Little Hock, is an 
example in point. 

This drift has no connection with the northern drift, being due enth'ely 
to local geological phenomena, peculiar to the State of Arkansas; though 
the northern drift may have accumulated, in part, during the same period- 
Some of this drift of Pulaski County, is made up of very coarse materials, 
and there are often, imbedded, large blocks of sandstone and quarts, of 
size and weight more than a man can lift. 

The precise age of this drift it would be difficult to pronounce upon, ae 
no fossils have yet been found which belong strictly to the era of deposit; 
but it is probable, that some of it is of comparatively recent date, perhaps 
as new as the date of the rise of the quaternary beds of the "Western States 
out of the great lake-like expansions of fresh water in which they were 
accumulated. 

Extensive beds of Gypaum or Plaster-stone, have been examined in a 
high bluff on the banks of Little Missouri River, on Sections 29 and 30, 
T. 8 north, R. 25 west, with which is associated crystallized aelenite, 
limonlte iron-ore, red and pink clays, and a bed of limestone, which will 
be more particularly noticed under the head of Pike County. 

On Bacon and Brier Creeks, in the same county, there are fine heda of 
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gypseous mar!, with crystals of selenite imbedded ; and lower down in the 
former creek is a bed of lignite; but, that which is visible above the 
waters of Bacon Creek is not of sufficient extent and thickness to be of 
much practical value. 

On tlie latter creek are shell limestones, in considerable bodies, which 
will not only make good lime, by bm-ning, but a valuable fertilizer when 
applied to land, either ground or in the burnt state. 

IsTear the confines of Sevier county and the Indian boundary, there is an 
excellent quality of roofing slate, equal, if not superior, to the best Vermont 
slate, both as to durability, evenness of cleavage, fineness of texture, and 
beauty of color. 

I have seen several other localities in Pulaski, Polk, Pike, and Sevier coun- 
ties, where the surface-slate appears favorable for opening slate quarries, 
which will be designated in the sequel of this Report ; hut until a quarry 
is opened, a coiTCct opinion cannot be formed of the fitness of a slate in 
all respects for roofing and other purposes for which slates are now in use. 
Some slates make the most beautiful hearths and table-tops imaginable, 
which maybe seen in the new laboratory which I have just built. The 
hearthstones are of single slabs of slate, one inch thick, five feet long, and 
eighteen to twenty inches wide, jointed with the greatest accuracy. A 
table-top is made of two slabs, six feet and a half long, and two feet wide. 
These two slabs, forming the top of my chemical table, have a green, mot- 
tled color, resembling some serpentines, with a perfectly level surface, and 
smooth, almost to a polish. On account of this capability of furnishing a 
remarkably true surface, slate is now made use of for billiard-tables, in 
preference to any other material, 

The applications of slate to various purposes in the arte, are therefore 
now so numerous, that good slate quarries are of great importance to a 
country, as well as to the owners of the property. 

Various localities, worthy the attention of the iron-maeter, in which iron 
ores have been found, in the range of the Petit Jean, the Short Mountain, 
Fourche La Fave, &c., have been observed, and will bo hereafter more 
particularly noticed ia the difl'erent sections of this Report, under the head 
of Counties. 
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CHAPTEU 11. 

AGRICULTUEAL GEOLOGY. 
THE SOIL AND ITS ANALYSIS. 

In presenting to the farmers of Arkansas the results of the chemical 
analyses of the soils of the State, so far as they have been completed, it 
becomes necessary, in order to a proper understanding of the subject, and 
a just appreciation of the value of these chemical analyses, that I should 
impress on their attention, in this place, some of the general principles of 
agricultural chemistry, now fully established, both by theory and practical 
experiments, and admitted as established facts in the science of chemical 
physiology. 

Nothing can be more important for the agriculturist than to understand 
of what materials plants are composed, and the source whence they are 
derived; what constitutes their food, and whence the stores of that food 
are drawn ; how plants are nourished ; what the farmer can do towards 
supplying the requisite nourishment; and what is appropriated by vegeta- 
tion itself, without his aid or intervention, through natural operations in 
constant action. 

The food of plants consists of those elements which are elaborated, by 
suitable organs, into the substance of the plant, and ultimately enter into 
the composition of their tissues, either through the medium of the sap 
which circulates in their vessels, or are imbibed or breathed through the 
pores of their leaves. These elements are now known to he derived from 
two distinct sources : the air or atmosphere which surrounds plants, and 
the soil in -which the roots are fixed, and the plant sustained in its natural 
position. By far the moat bulky and weighty part of plants is received 
from the first of these sources, — atmospheric air. 

It is well known to every farmer that, if a stick is buried from twelve to 
twenty-four hours in red-hot ashes, and kept aa much as possible from 
contact with the air, there will be found, in place of the log of wood, a 
black mass of charcoal, almost as bulky as the original stick of wood 
before charring. If this charcoal be now heated red-hot, with free access 
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of air, the greater part of it will be consumed, and only a small percentage 
of incombustible ashes remain. 

In the first of these operations, a considerable proportion of volatile 
matters is driven oft' from the log of wood in the form of water, gases, a 
peculiar acid called pyroligneous acid, and, if the tree from which the log 
of wood was taken bo of a resinous character, like pine, there will also be 
a large quantity of tar, besides other less important principles. 

In the second operation, viz., the combustion of the charcoal, its black 
particles, if thoroughly burnt, all disappear, and are dissipated into the atmo- 
sphere as a colorless, transparent, heavy gas, containing all the combustible 
principles of the charcoal, which chemists call carbon, united mostly with 
one of the elements of which atmospheric air is composed, — oxygen, or 
generator of acids. Hence, the name of the resultant gas, carbonic acid, 
with which, as it plays a most important part in agriculture, every farmer 
should mate himself acquainted. Though transparent and colorless, and 
therefore invisible, yet its presence can always be made manifest by its 
action on lime ; for, if passed through clear lime-water, or a clear solution 
of sugar of lead (acetate of lead), it will immediately render these milky 
or turbid ; because the carbonic acid gas unites, in the one ease, with lime, 
in the other, with the oxide of lead, forming carbonate of Ume or carbonatu 
of lead, according as lime or lead may be present ; and both the above- 
named combinations, being scarcely at all soluble in water, fall down as 
white, impalpable powders or precipitates. This gas is also known by its 
great weight, being about twice as heavy as common air, and, therefore, 
is disposed to settle down into low places. All of my readers are, in fact, 
acquainted with this gas under the name of " choke-damp," or the suftb- 
cating air which is frequently found in deep welLs and pits. 

I have been thus particular in directing your attention to this heavy, 
suffocating gas, because it is one of the principal materials out of which 
all plants separate the most bulky and weighty part of their substance, the 
carbon, to which I have already alluded as the combustible principle of 
charcoal. Carbonic acid, then, is one of the chief chemical compounds out 
of which plants build up a very large pai-t of their tissues. Though vegeta- 
tion may and does derive a portion of this carbonic acid from other sub- 
stances with which it ia combined, . contained in the sap absorbed by the 
roots of plants, there is a muoh larger portion imbibed from the sur- 
rounding air, which always contains of it, in the present age, from -,5^00 
to Tirlpn of its own volume, mixed everywhere around our earth with the 
other constituents of our atmosphere. 

In its pure, unmixed state, this gas is very noxious to air-breathing 
animals ; yet, when diluted or diffused in atmospheric air to the amount 
above named, it is not hurtful to the respiration of animals, while to plants 
it is absolutely indispensable. The green part of vegetables, under the 
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influence of the light of the eun, has, indeed, the power of imbibing, in 
fact, hreathing, this carbonic acid (noxiouB to animals), and fixing there- 
from the carbon, which, with water or the elements of water, constitute 
the main tissues of their structure. This will be appreciated on consider- 
ing that woody fibre, the cellular tissue, the starch, and gummy substances 
are made up of nearly one-half carbon, and the other, or rather greater 
half, of water or the elements of water ; and that these constitute, in 
reality, nearly the whole framework of vegetation. By this process, 
carbonic acid not only nourishes and builds up vegetation, which is to 
become afterwards the food of animals, but at the same time, our atmo- 
sphere is preserved in a pure or normal condition in respect to the propor- 
tion of carbonic acid present in it ; for, being constantly thrown ofl:' by 
every expiration of all air-breathing animals, and generated by all com- 
bustion, fermentation, and decomposition of organic matters, besides being 
emitted from craters and fissures on the earth's surface, it would, in a very 
short time, accumulate to an extent injurious to animal life. 

Thus, it is mainly by the alternate combustion and reduction, by which 
carbonic acid is produced and consumed, that the balance in the two king- 
doms — animal and vegetable — is constantly maintained, and the normal 
constitution of the atmosphere preserved, — these functions not only pre- 
venting excess of carbonic acid from accumulating, but restoring to the 
atmosphere that oxygen or vital air, indispensable to animal life, which 
all air-breathing animals, during every moment of their lives, are appro- 
priating from that very source. In other words, while vegetables assimi- 
late carbonic acid, fix its carbon in their tissues, and expire its oxygen, 
they compensate by this oxygen for the loss of that principle sustained 
through the arterialization of the blood of animals. 

Though carbonic acid is, then, an absolutely essential ingredient of all 
kinds of crops, yet the furniehing of it does not require particular solici- 
tude on the part of the farmer in his farming operations ; because, being 
universally diffused in the atmosphere from the numerous sources of sup- 
ply enumerated, it continually bathes the green leaves of plants ; or, aa it 
is dissolved in most spring water, and in every shower of rain, it can easily 
be imbibed by the soil. This element is, therefore, always attainable. 

Water, which forms, as already stated, more than one-half the substance 
of plants, it is not necessary to dwell on here, except to remind the reader 
that there is an incessant change of its constituents — oxygen and hydrogen, 
— taking place, both in the economy of plants, during their life, by which, 
in combination with carbon, a number of proximate principles are formed ; 
such as sugar, starch, glutin, dextrine, gums, oils, &c., and after death, by 
the process of decay, when these are again resolved into carbonic acid, 
water (and some gaseous substances of less importance to agriculture) ; 
thus water and its elements are again restored to the atmosphere whence 
they came. 
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It ought to be remarked, however, that water is not only of importance 
to plants, as furnishing elements of nutrition, but is the almost universal 
solvent or medium by which various other substances are carried into the 
circulation of plants, especially impregnated, as it always is, more or less, 
in the soil, with carbonic acid. As with carbonic acid, the atmosphere is 
the great source whence water and its elements are supplied to vegetation. 

This also is, undoubtedly, the original source of another important 
element of vegetable life, called Nitrogen. 

-Experiments, it is true, go to prove that our most nutritive grains, as 
wheat, oats, and rye, derive a largo proportion of their nitrogen from 
organic matters of soils, and from manures; yet, it is highly probable, 
that the primitive vegetation appropriated nitrogen from the atmosphere, 
as Boussingault has shown to be the case with artichokes, trefoil, and 
some other plants. Besides, when we come to consider that there could 
be no source of nitrogen from manure, until vegetation had accumulated 
to a certain extent, it is clear that it must have been derived, originally, 
from organic nature, of which the atmosphere is by far the most likely 
source. 

Ammonia and nitric acid are regarded, by many chemists and physiolo- 
gists, as compounds dispensing nitrogen to plants ; but this does not mili- 
tate against the preceding views, since both these exist in small quantities 
in the atmosphere; the former evolved from the decay of organic matters, 
and from the combustion of certain substances; the latter being regarded, 
generally, as a chemical union, which takes place of some of the atoms of 
oxygen and nitrogen of the atmosphere (in the proportion of five of oxygen 
to one of nitrogen) daring the passage of lightning, or electrical discharges, 
through the air.* 

Though ammonia and nitric acid are admitted by all as acting the part 
of powerful manures, yet, as Boussingault remarks, it cannot, from his 
experiments, be afflnned, positively, that the nitrogen of the air takes this 
form before becoming fixed in the substance of plants; and G. Ville's 
researches seem to prove that part of the nitrogen of plants docs not 
assume either of these forms in passing into the substance of plants, but 
is taken directly from the atmosphere. 

Further ; although nitrogen enters into the composition of plants in 
smaller proportions than the previously-mentioned elements, carbon and 
oxygen (viz., in the proportion, on an average, of only fourteen to eighteen 

* G. Ville, of Paris, baa recently instituted some researches on tdia subject, from which he 
oonclndes that all the plants he tried bad the power of assimilating more nitrogen than was 
contained in the ammonia and nitric acid which was supplied to them in the air. So that, 
according to his experiments, even the cereals can absorb nitrogen from its state of atmospheric 
miatuie,— an opinion which I have long entertained, — reasoning from general principles of the 
gradual progress of vegetation, from the time of the carboniferous period up to the present time. 



., Google 



46 GEOLOGICAL EECONNOISSANCE 

per cent), still it ia found to be an essential element of every plant, enter- 
ing especially into the composition of the fibrine, albumen, and easeiiie, 
which are characteristic proximate principles of the most nutritive parts of 
plants. 

It is these nitrogenous principles of plants wbicb form, in fact, the 
plastic principles of the blood and muscle of animals, 

These chemical and physiological facts have most important practical 
bearings on all farming operations ; and tberefore I desire to impress them 
firmly on the recollection of my agricultural readers. 

Inasmuch as nitrogen is so important an element in the composition of 
nutritive grains, Uki3 vplieat, oats, and rye, and these plants seem to have 
less power of appropriating it directly from the atmosphere, but it is rather 
afforded by natural or artificial manures already contained in or introduced 
by the band of man into the soil, in the form of barn-yard manure, excre- 
ments, nrine, guano, poudrette, ammoniacal or nitric acid, salts, &c., it is 
evident, that when sach grains are cultivated, if there be not already a 
sufficient supply of nitrogenous principles in the soil, the farmer must 
take means to supply it; either by the application of some of the above- 
mentioned manures, or by preceding the crop of these grains by some 
other crop which has a greater power of fixing nitrogen in its organization, 
from the atmosphere, either directly or through the medium of the nitro- 
genous compounds, ammonia and nitric acid, and which crop, when 
turned in, will supply the place of manures by yielding up its nitrogen to 
the succeeding crop. This latter plan is usually the most feasible one in 
the AVest and South, where stock being seldom housed, and the dung- 
he^p generally suffered to lose much of the fertilizing principles by 
exposure to rain and the heat of the sun, without employing the necessary 
means to fix the ammonia, this gaseous product, being extremely volatile 
in the usual condition in which it is produced by the fermentation of 
organic substances, rapidly escapes into the ■ atmosphere, as soon as the 
manure begins to heat or decompose. 

The operation of manuring is generally the most expensive and labo- 
rious part of the business of the agriculturist. How important then is it 
for his interest, that he should thoroughly understand its principles, and 
the manner of accomplishing it in the cheapest and most economical 
manner ! And much important information can be acquired by the 
farmer, simply through a practical understanding of the foregoing facts. 

All the substances before enumerated, which form the most bulky and 
weighty part of plants, have been designated the volatile or atmospheric 
elements of vegetation ; volatile, because either by rapid or slow decompo- 
sition of all vegetation, they are evolved as gaseous products, and because 
they are derived and ultimately returned by decomposition, either directly 
from vegetation, or after having entered into the organization of animals, 
to their original source, the atmosphere. 
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There is, however, another class of substances, more niimeroua than the 
preceding, which belong essentially to the constitution of plants, because, 
without them, no plant can come to perfection. Though they exist in plants 
in very small quantities compared with the volatile or atmospheric elements, 
they are of paramount importance to the farmer, and demand especially 
his fostering care ; because, being constituents of the soil onhj, or of the 
rocks whence the soil has been derived, they are, by being taken up and 
entering into the organization of plants, removed from the soil by every 
harvest. A farm, therefore, becomes exhausted of these substances sooner 
than of its other elements of production, and will proportionally decline in 
fertility. These are the earthy or fixed constituents of plants, which 
remain as incombustible ash, after the dissipation of their volatile elements, 
and their diffusion in the atmosphere. 

It is these substances which a usefal chemical soil-analysis ought, 
mainly, to set forth, all being separated, one by one, from the soil, and 
their weights recorded with the greatest exactness. Herein is comprised 
the great art of the process. And, principally, from chemical soil-analyses, 
can the agriculturist form an intelligent opinion as to the comparative fer- 
tility of soils, and their suitability to the growth of certain plants, as well 
as judge what application may be required in the way of lime, phosphate 
of lime or bone-earth, sulphate of lime or plaster of Paris, ashes or salts of 
potash, or soda, &c. 

There are eleven of these substances which can be separated from most 



ie, Phosphoric acid, 

Sulphuric acid, 
Chlorine. 
OsFde of iron, Alumina, 

Six of these are more important than the rest: Phosphoric acid, Lime, 
Potash, Soda, Alumina, and oxide of Iron. 

Of the volatile elements, Carbon, Oxygen, and Hydrogen, — everywhere 
diffused, and constantly bathing the organs of plants destined to appro- 
priate them as nourishment, — vegetation has always an unfailing supply 
without the aid or intervention of the farmer. 

This is true, also, to a certain extent, of Nitrogen, which, in the form of 
Ammonia, is more or less disseminated in the atmosphere, or available in 
the form of Nitric acid, which is produeed chiefly during thunderstorms, 
hy the electric discharges passing through the air, especially in the presence 
of Potash and Lime in the soil or elsewhere on the earth's surface, these 
combining with the newly-formed nitric acid. 

Not so with the fixed mineral constituents of plants, disseminated in 
the soil, from which it is taken up by the roots of plants, either by the 



Silica, 


Oxldoofi 


Lime, 


Potash, 


Magnesia, 


Soda, 
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solvent power of water, charged with carbonic acid, or some organic acid, 
as humic, crenic, and appoerenie acid ; or, according to Liebig, not in solu- 
tion, hut hy some assimilative power posaeaaed hy the ternainal rootlets of 
plants, which he has not yet clearly explained. 

Every crop put into the ground which comes to perfection, and, indeed, 
every plant or weed that comes to maturity, appropriates more or less of 
this mineral food stored up in the soil ; and every crop which is harvested, 
and sold off the farm, exhausts the soil, to a certain extent, of these mine- 
ral fertilizers, which, if not restored by the labor of the husbandman, by 
the application of natural or artificial manures, or by further disintegration 
of new particles of the soil, or of the adjacent rock-formation, is just ao 
much permanent deterioration of the soil. 

To illustrate how important some of these fixed earthy constituents of 
plants are to the perfecting of grains and grasses, and to the nourishment 
of animals feeding on them, it is sufficient to state that the two substances, 
Phosphoric acid and Lime, form, with gelatine, the principal substance of 
the bones of all animals : these they derive from plants ; and plants have 
no means of obtaining their supply, except from the phosphate of lime 
in the soil. Without bones, no quadruped, bird, reptile, or fish, could 
exist: they are the axis of support, and constitute the case of protection 
for those vital organs, the brain and spinal cord ; they are the levers and 
fulcrums of all animal motion ; they give attachment for the tendons of 
the muscles, which, by their contraction and relaxation, set these levers 
to work, animated by the nervous fluid, distributed from the brain and 
spinal marrow. This phosphate of lime is appropriated by plants most 
abundantly during the formation of the seed. It is the grain forming the 
food of animals, in which this substance resides in larger proportion than 
in any part of the plant. 

Almost every kind of cultivated plant contains more or less of all the 
eleven bases and acids above enumerated ; but they exist in very different 
proportions in different plants. Wheat requires a larger proportion of 
phosphoric acid, potash, and magnesia, than any of the other ingredients ; 
Clover requires a large proportion of lime and potash ; Corn and Buck- 
wheat require a large proportion of phosphoric acid, soda, and potash ; each 
plant having its own particular proportion, but containing more or less of 
each one of the nine to eleven inorganic substances previously enumerated, 
which it appropriates from the soil, and which are essential to the perfec- 
tion of the plant; that proportion varies also in the seed, leaves, and stalk 
of the same plant. No plant is capable of sustaining animal life if these 
substances do not form a part of their composition; and if the food of 
animals is deficient in them, their bones will have no stability, and be 
incapable of sustaining the weight of the body, the digestive and biliary 
functions will be impaired, or some other defect or disease will be the eon- 
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sequence. Ilenee, though always in small proportion in even the most 
nourishing plants, they must, nevertheless, exist in them. 

These being now well-eatablished facts in agricultural chemistry, and in 
the physiology of plants and animals, I proceed to explain in what way 
soil-analysis becomes of value to the farmer. An d I desire to call particular 
attention to this subject, because the opinion has been expressed, even in 
this very year, and by those having a high standing in the scientific world, 
that chemistry is incapable of conveying any useful information to the 
farmer by analyzing his soil. 

Any one who will take the trouble to inspect carefully the analyses of 
the one hundred and eighty-seven Arkansas soils, made by Dr. Eobert 
Peter, in connection with the Agricultural Department of the Geological 
Survey of the State, and recorded both separately and in tabular form, will 
see that the relative proportions of the eleven mineral constituents of these 
soils is very accurately given. He will perceive, moreover, that the relative 
proportions of these constituents varies in every soil, subsoil, and underclay. 

Eecollectiiig that these soils were collected during the geological survey, 
with special reference to the derivative geological formation, he will take 
notice, that these analyses most distinctly show, that certain geological 
formations impart to the soil more of the important mineral fertilizers 
than others ; and if he will take the trouble to look over the two hundred and 
two soil-analyses in the three volumes of the Kentucky Geological Report, 
already published, he will be able, from the increased number of compara- 
tive analyses there given, to see that it is those formations which are com- 
posed of easily disintegrating materials, more or less calcareous, and 
charged with fossil sheila and zoophytes, which, all other things being equal, 
yield the soils richest in phosphoric acid, lime, and potash ; and, at the 
same time, contain the quantity of alumina and oxide of iron necessary to 
render them sufficiently retentive and attractive of atmospheric water and 
ammonia; therefore, these soils are the best adapted for those grains and 
crops which require the largest proportion of these ingredients. This he 
learns from an inspection of the tables appended to this Report, giving 
analyses of the ashes of (Jifferent plants. 

He will, moreover, be able to trace the gradual diminution in the propor- 
tion of the most important mineral ingredients, down from these extraor- 
dinarily fertile soils, derived from the highly fossiliferous, argillo-ealcareous 
beds of the lower siiurian, the cretaceous and the tertiary systems of the 
West; through the silieo-caleareoua soils of the upper siiurian, devonian 
and snbcarboniferoua limestone, strata in which fossils are either more 
sparingly distributed or, in some cases, almost wanting, and which are far 
less easy of decomposition ; thence, through the argillo-silicious soils of 
the coal measures, with only locally organic remains, and these chiefly of 
plants, down to the more purely silicious soils, prevalent where the non- 
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fossiliferous sandstones of the coal measures and of the millstone grit 
prevail to the exclusion of either shales or limestones; which afford the 
moat unproductive soils as yet analyzed, 

"With the table of the composition of the ashes of plants to refer to, 
appended to this Eeport, and after becoming acquainted with the usual 
proportion of mineral constituents in an average soil, information which ia 
easily acquired by looking over the table of soil-analyses in this Report, it 
is easy for any individual to see, when he is provided with a reliable 
analysis of his soil, not only to what crop it ia best adapted, but what 
kind of mineral fertilizers, if any, it requires as a manure, and how it 
compares in fertility to the various grades of soils from other farms and 
other States. Is not this knowledge of some value to the farmer? Again, 
the soils collected, as well during the geological survey of Arkansas, aa of 
Kentucky, have been, wherever it was practicable so to do, selected in 
seta of three or four : No. 1 being the virgin soil, which has never been in 
cultivation ; No. 2 the same soU from an old field ; No. 3 the subsoil from 
the same old field ; No. 4 the under clay. The object of this selection was 
to ascertain, whether soil-analyses were capable of showing the ingredients, 
and the proportion of these removed by a long series of years of cropping. 

"With a few exceptions, the loss sustained by the soil by the removal of 
mineral fertilizers, with a succession of crops harvested during from ten to 
fifty years has been very distinctly shown, where there has been no return 
of these ingredients by natural or artificial means. 

The exceptions are, in most cases, where the soil of the old field has 
been receiving acquisition by overflows of saliferous silt, by being mixed 
with a subsoil or under clay containing more of the mineral fertilizers than 
the surface soil itself; or where it was difficult to obtain, under equal con- 
ditions, a fair sample of the virgin soil, as will be shown hereafter. 

Now, though it may be impossible for the chemist to show with his most 
sensitive balance, in the small sample of soil employed in the analysis, the 
infinitesimal amount of ingredients removed by a single crop, it ia possiUe, 
by a judicious selection of virgin soil, and the same soil from an adjacent old 
field, cropped from ten to fifty years in succession in grain, to exhibit by care- 
fully conducted chemical analyses of the two samples, the loss sustained by 
the removal of so many crops ; and, having ascertained this, say for twenty- 
five years, by a simple calculation of proportions, an approximation at least 
may be made towards the annual loss of mineral food of plants, even if 
infinitesimal, and carried out to the milhonth decimal. 

I, for one, am not willing to subscribe to the doctrine, that chemistry is 
incapable of revealing the secret workings of vegetable growth, and giving 
to the farmer useful and practical information in regard to the management, 
renovation, and preservation of his soil. And if, by these researches, our 
farmers can become imbued with the true spirit of restorative farming; 
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that is, of the absolute necessity of giving back to their lands, in some 
shape or form, the mineral food of plants of which they rob the soil at 
every haiTest, a real boon to mankind, and especially to future genera- 
tions, will have been bestowed. 

So long as standard agricultural works, and leaders in agricultural socie- 
ties hold out the doctrine, that tillage is a substitute for manure, and that 
the rocks can restore the exhausted elements as rapidly as they are 
removed by agricultural operations, we shall have a continually progres- 
sive drain upon the future resom-ces of our soils, no matter how deep we 
plough, how much we subsoil, how much we underdrain, or how perfectly 
and thoroughly we may till, because there seems to he a natural repug- 
nance in our farmers to expend time, labor, or money either in saving 
manures or in carrying them on to their land ; and so long as they are en- 
couraged in the idea, that their land can be kept in good heart, i. e., in its 
normal condition, by tillage and the natural crumbling of rocks it cannot 
be expected that any steps will be taken to arrest the inevitable exhaustion 
which all land sooner or later must undergo, by a succession of harvested 
crops, whether of grain, grasses or roots, if no moans be taken to restore 
to the soil the mineral food of plants. 

lonlyknowof one kind of geological formation in theWestern countrj', 
that is composed of materials which disintegrate with a rapidity in any 
way adequate to keep pace with the average exhaustion produced by con- 
tinual cropping, and this is the incoherent, soft, fossiliferous shell-marl, 
intercalated in some portions of the "Blue Limestone Formation" of 
Kentucky, of Lower Silurian date. As a general rule, the crumbling of 
rock to soil is a process so slow, particularly in the majority of cases, 
where the parent rock lies deeply buried beneath soil, subsoil, and under 
clay, as to be inappreciable in a generation. 

In the Old "World, where it is often difficult to obtain a really virgin 
soil, and where the old fields, from absolute necessity, have been usually 
manured through several generations, it would be far more difficult to 
make the selections of soil to demonstrate the loss by repeated harvests, 
than in the United States ; since here we have not only an abundance of 
virgin soils, but we can meet daily with old fields that have been in culti- 
vation for fifty and even sixty years or more, without having ever received 
a cartload of manure. 

In a new State like Arkansas it has, of course, been more difficult to 
demonstrate by the comparative chemical analyses of the virgin soil, and 
from fields a certain number of years in cultivation, the loss by cropping, 
than in the older State of Kentucky. ^Nevertheless, out of fifty-nine difier- 
ent cases recorded in the Chemical and Agricultural Iteport, forty-three of 
the soils from old fields exhibit a decided loss by cropping; and many of 
the exceptions arc cases of alluvial lands which are receiving acquisitions, 
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either by overflow, or by a process of refertilization which I am now about 
to explain. 

In many of the cotton plantations on the Arkansas Eiver the watera 
of that stream, even when they do not rise high enough to ovei"flow ita 
banks, yet permeate from beneath upwards, which is proved by the rise 
and fall of the water in the wells corresponding to the rise and fall of 
the river, through porous places, so that during high water the uiider- 
layers and sometimes the subsoil become saturated with water. In such 
situations the substrata become more or less fertiHzed. It is a well- 
established fact in agricultural chemistry, that if water impregnated with 
acids and bases, that serve as food for plants, be filtered through a suffi- 
cient stratum of any soil, the water will pass out below with hardly a trace 
of these substances in it, because the soil, during the passage of the water 
charged with this saline matter, has the power of appropriating and fixing 
these constituents held in solution. "No matter whether the impregnated 
water enters from above or below, the effect will be the same. 

It has been demonstrated by the quantitative chemical analyses of the 
waters of the Arkansas River, of the springs and of the well-water of that 
country, that they contain notable quantities of Carbonic acid. Chlorine, 
Sulphuric acid, Lime, Magnesia, Alumina, Potash, and Soda, — the river 
water being more strongly impregnated with chloride of sodium (common 
salt), salts of lime, and magnesia, than even the well water. Furthermore, 
it is well known that in certain rises of the Arkansas River, especially 
those that take place in June, the water of that stream is almost as red as 
blood, from the quantity of suspended fine ferruginous clay and saliferous 
silt,* brought down from the regions of ferruginous shales, which prevail 
in that noted salt region, beyond the limits of the State, in the Cherokee 
country, through which the Arkansas River flows. This fine red saliferous 
mud is evidently the material, which, being deposited in the eddies and 
still water, produces the celebrated "red buck-shot land." 

The Arkansas River washes, also, near the confines of Jefierson and 
Pulaski Counties, bluffs of argillaceous shell-marl of tertiary date of most 
easy disintegration. The fine mud, calcareous matter and phosphates, of 
which these argillaceous marly beds are composed, are washed down by 
the current of the Arkansas, sweeping against its banks, and are carried 
by degrees, to be redeposited at greater or less distances along the river- 
banks, imparting extraordinary fertilizing properties to the soil receiving 
such acquisitions; but not more so than the red saliferous silt, already 
spoken of, coming from higher up the river. 

Now these fertilizers can be distributed over and through the bottom 
soils and subsoils not only from above, but by permeating from beneath; 

•When the waters subside after auch risea saline efflorescences are said to lie visible on the 
edge of the receding water. 
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and it is probable tbat during the present epoch the fertiHty of alluvial 
lands of the great river of Arkansas are kept up more by the latter than 
the former process. The imbibition or permeation from beneath has, 
moreover, this advantage, that there is no washing away of the old soil, 
nor incursion of loose white sand, liable to take place locally during seasons 
of high overflow. 

It is by these accessions that the normal or standard fertility of these 
lands is kept up, so that cotton has been grown on them for twenty or 
thirty years in succession ; yet little or no deterioration is manifest, either 
by chemical analyses or by diminished crops, even with ordinary tillage. 
Indeed, in the case of soils 'Soa. 333 and 334, the analysis of which is 
recorded in Br. Peter's Report, the cultivated soil No. 334 has lost only 
0,054 of phosphoric acid, and 0,017 of sulphuric acid ; while it has gained, 
by the process just explained, no less than 0.266 of potash, and 0.075 of 
soda. Now, since it is a well-established fact, that cotton grown on the 
sea islands, or within ten miles of the sea, has a much longer and finer 
staple than any of the inland cotton, it appears very evident that the alka- 
lies, soda and potash, found in large quantities in sea-water, and even 
mechanically suspended in the air of the sea-coast, must contribute greatly 
to the perfection of its growth. Prom which it is a fair inference that the 
acquisitions in potash and soda, which the soil imbibes from the waters of 
the Arkansas River, as well as from the alkaline waters so prevalent along 
its borders, are, indeed, the cause of the peculiar adaptability of these 
alluvial lands to the growth of cotton. 

The same remarks apply to the alluvial lands of Red River, which are 
of the same nature, and which receive with the annual floods fine, red, 
ealiferous silts, of equally fertilizing properties. 

The preceding remarks explain also why the analysis of soil No. 358 
shows more potash and phosphoric acid than the virgin soil No. 357, to- 
gether with the fact that the former contains a small proportion more ferru- 
ginous clay than the latter. 

In ancient times, and, I presume, even at this day, the overflow of the 
Nile was watched with so much interest that stations were established 
along its banks, with the primitive telegraph of those days, for the purpose 
of transmitting intelligence, hour by hour, of every inch of rise and fall of 
the Nile ; because, the inhabitants, aware, from long experience, how much 
the silt of the Nile contributed to the fertility of their alluvial lands, great 
anxiety was manifested to learn in advance the progress of the flood. 

The small excess of potash and soda in the soils of the old fields, Nob. 
226, 235, 288, 364, 359, 316, and 361, have, no doubt, been derived, either 
from the subsoil, in which the comparative analysis shows them to exist in 
larger proportion than in the virgin soil, or from fresh disintegration of the 
larger quantity of clay than in the surface soil. 
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The larger proportion of potash in soik Nos. 322, 313, 338, is to be 
accounted for in tlie same way. 

The ferruginous clays sometimes existing in larger quantity, either in 
the soil of the old field, or in the subsoil, evidently also supplies sometimes 
not only potash and soda, but occasionally phosphoric and sulphuric acids 
to fields, as fast as it is removed by crops ; particularly with good tillage. 
This Las been the case, probably, with soils Iifos. 295, 401, 313, 374. Even 
a slight increase of clay itself will supply these, particularly potash, as 
seems to have been the case with soil 301. 

One or more of the acids and bases in soils may be derived, as has 
already been explained, by ovei-flow or saturation of the subsoil and under- 
layer, by high stages of water not sufficient actually to ovei-flow the land. 
This has been the case with soils Nos. 358, 330, 346, 380, 374, 354, 232, 
383, 229. 

In the case of soil No. 286, in which the chemical analysis shows more 
soda, potash, and phosphoric acid, than the virgin soil No. 285, the appa- 
rent exception to the general rule cannot be altogether satisfactorily ex- 
plained except by original difference in the soil; though even in this case 
the larger proportion of potash may be derived from the subsoil No. 287, 
which contains not only more of this base, but also more clay than the 
virgin soil, ■ This is one of the very few cases in which the larger propor- 
tion of acids and bases in the soil of the old field cannot be quite satisfac- 
torily accounted for in the acquisitions received from the various sources 
above mentioned ; so that they do not militate against the general in- 
ference deduced from these comparative soil-analyses, that chemistry is 
capable of showing the exhaustion of land by continual cropping. 

It is worthy of note in this place, that many of the cretaceous soils, 
especially those from old fields, show a remarkable excess of carbonate of 
iime ; as, for instance, soils Nos. 867, 366, 327, 344, in which the carbonate 
of lime amounts to from thirty-five to even sixty-six per cent. The effect of 
this excess of carbonate of lime is to rapidly exliaust the soil of organic 
principles by rendering them soluble, and thus putting them in a condi- 
tion to be readily appropriated by plants. This is the cause, operating 
together with the tendency of the cretaceous soils, based on slippery argil- 
laceous calcareous clay or chalk marls, to wash down into the low situa- 
tions, that we so often meet with " bald" places on the ridges and slopes 
where the bare substrata are exposed. Such places are almost barren until 
well tilled and thoroughly manured. 

I desire, in this place, to call the particular attention of Cotton Planters 
to the analysis of the ashes of both cotton fibre and cotton seed made for 
this Report by Dr. Robert Peter, from specimens collected by myself on 
the plantation of Messrs. Farrelly and More, near the Post of Arkansas, 
Arkansas county. 
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Cotton flbte. Cotton seed. 

Pofasli, 0.388 0.620 

Soda, 0.028 0.310 

Lime, 0.138 0.159 

Magnesia, 0.1R5 0.698 

Phosphoric acid, 0.125 1,600 

Sulphuric acid, 0.096 0.092 

Chlorine, 0.024 O.OGO 

Sund* aud silica, 0.457 0.120 

Carbonic acid aad loss, ....... 0.254 0.111 

1.697 1.6y7 

From the preceding chemieal analyses it will be perceived that both the 
fibre and seed contain, in all, nine fixed coiiBtitnents in the Ah ; that the 
substances, which both the fibre and seed appropriate the most of from the 
soil, are phosphoric acid, potash, soda, magnesia, and lime; and therefore 
these are the substances of which it exhausts the soil most. 

It will be observed, moreover, which is a moat important result of these 
chemical analyses, that the seed contains more than twelve times as much 
phosphoric acid, more than fourteen times more soda, and nearly twice as 
much potash, as the cotton fibre. 

Hence it is most manifest how necessary and important it is for keeping 
up, to some extent, the fertility of the soil for cotton, to restore the seed 
to the land, in place of allowing it to ferment, rot, and pollute the air with 
unwholesome emanations. Further, wherever opportunity offers, the oil 
should be extracted from the seed before returning it to the land ; because 
it is capable of producing an oil which, by the proper method of purifica- 
tion, can be made aa clear as water, and as tasteless as the best olive oil, 
and therefore fit for table use, while it is also extensively applicable in the 
manufacture of soap. Yet, after the extraction of this oil, the seed-cake 
as a manure ia nearly as valuable as the unpressed seed. 

To leave the seed, therefore, heaped up to decay and putrefy is a double 
loss, while it certainly is a very great nuisance, and must be prone to 
create sickness. 

* In both cotton fibre and eeed, but especially in the latter, there was a notable quantity of 
sand, included under the head of Sand and Silica ia the above statement, which should have 
been excluded, but was inadvertently neglected. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AKTESIAK WELLS AND CISTERNS. 

KuMEROUSrinstaQces will be cited in the sequel to this Report, where, in 
consequence of the well and spring water being too highly charged with 
certain mineral constituents, it lias been recommended to construct capa- 
cious cisterns for the reception of rain water, such being far more whole- 
some for constant domestic use, particularly when collected from clean 
roofs during the winter season. 

On many plantations, especially in the southern part of the State, it 
may also become advisable, under certain circumstances, where large sup- 
plies of water are required, to sink artesian wells. For this reason I have 
been requested by Governor Conway to give, in my Geological Report, as 
much general information in regard to the construction of cisterns, and 
to sinking artesian wells as might be consistent with such an occasion. 
In regard to the construction of cisterns, it is seldom necessary to do 
more than dig a bole of appropriate size, in a convenient situation, with 
a flat bottom and circular or jug shaped walls, closing in the top of the 
reseiToir with a well-constructed arch of sound brick or good building 
stone, leaving only a round aperture of, say, two feet and a half, for the 
reception of a chain or other pump, windlass and bucket, or such other 
means as may be convenient for drawing the water. Into this arch, a 
little above the general level of the surface of the ground, a copper or gal- 
vanized iron- pipe should be inserted to carry off the waste water ; and the 
aperture of the arch should be finished off with a broad and strong wrought 
or cast iron ring, built firmly in with the brickwork. 

The interior is then lined with two coats of hydraulic cement, and the 
fresher this is the better. This cement is always mixed with sand previous 
to use, and usually in the proportion of one part of hydraulic cement 
powder to two parts of sharp sand. If it is wished to be particular in 
having the firmest cement, it is advisable to wash the sand previous to 
mixing, particularly if not pure, to remove particles of clay or mud detri- 
mental to the chemical union of the silex with the lime ; for the setting of 
hydraulic cement is due to the formation of a silicate of lime, which resists 
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the Jictioii of even standing water ; indeed, the Lest hydraulic cements will 
Bet even under water. The cement is applied after the manner of plaster- 
ing a wall, and the quicker it is done the better. The cement ought to be 
allowed to dry a few weeks before water is let into it; unless it is very 
superior hydraulic cement, such as is seldom found in our market. The 
pipe which conducts the water into the cistern should be of good diameter, 
i. e., abundantly large to carry off all the water collected from the roof, and 
it ia well to let it terminate in a tin pan with a perforated bottom, to catcb 
all leaves and rubbish floated in with the water through the conducting 
pipe. Indeed, it is well to make this strainer large enough to receive 
coarse sand or small gravel, and coarsely powdered charcoal, which more 
thoroughly purifies the water than a simple strainer. 

It may be found necessary in some cases, where the subsoil and under 
clay consist of very incoherent sand or loose gravel, to wall up the pit 
with brick before applying the cement, in order to avoid the disagreeable 
mishap of the sides of the reservoir cracking or caving in. There are very 
few situations, however, even in alluvial lands, where this is found neces- 
sary. Of course, the cistern should, if possible, be out of reach of over- 
flow; in situations, however, where it is necessary to construct cisterns on 
river bottoms, this is not always possible. In such eases it is the more 
necessary to have the test kind of cement and a strong wall. 

In the first volume of this Report, several localities of hydraulic lime- 
stone have been mentioned, and others will be given in the sequel to this 
Report. It may be well, however, for me, in this place, to give the 
external physical characters by which hydraulic limestones may be recog- 
nized in their native bed. 

Hydraulic limestones are, in the first place, more earthy in texture, and 
much more prone to crumble and decay by frost and the vicissitudes of the 
weather, than pure limestone, on account of the earthy silicates which 
enter into their composition. For this reason, they always show rounded 
edges on the weathered beds of stratifleation. The broken off fragments 
have what is called a " conchoidal " fracture, {. e., hollowed out like a flat 
shell ; they have often an argillaceous odor when breathed on, and are 
softer and more easily cut with edge tools than a pure limestone, especially 
after exposure. 

Finally, when broken into small lumps and brought to a good, full, red 
heat on a fire, and then, when cold, water applied, it does not slake like 
burnt pure limestone ; but on the contrary, after being taken from the flre 
and cooled, ground to powder, mixed with two parts sharp sandstone, and 
kneaded into a ball or cuboidal block, it may be set in a tumbler, and 
water poured over it without its crumbling down, as ordinary burnt lime 
would do, if treated in the same way; and it will even get harder the 
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longer it is left undei" water, if it is good hydraulic cement, and has been 
sufficiently burnt. 

These are the eriterions and tests by which water limestones may be. 
always recognized and proved, if necessary. 

It requires ahout one barrel of water cement to build a cistern to hold 
thirty barrels of water. The cost of a barrel of cement, on the lower Ohio 
Eiver, is two dollars fifty cents to three dollars per barrel. The total cost 
of a thirty barrel cistern is about twelve dollars. 



ARTESIAN WELLS. 

Boring artesian wells is, of course, a far more serious and expensive ope- 
ration than building even capacious cisterns. If the rock is near the sur- 
face, an artesian well may be commenced by digging a cylindrical well 
down to the rock through the soil, subsoil, and other loose materials. But, 
as a general rule, borings are made even through these loose materials 
down to the solid rock, the size of the hole being usually from four to five 
inches. In all cases the boring must be tubed up, otherwise the sand, 
gravel, and clays would wash in, and obstruct further operations. "When 
the tubing has reached the sohd rock, it must be firmly fastened into it, 
otherwise the sand and clay would wash in under it. 

After the solid rock is fairly penetrated, and the tubing securely fixed, 
the next operation is to drill a perfectly perpendicular hole in the rock, 
and as cylindrical as possible, by means of well-tempered chisels (drills or 
bits), which are various in form, and sometimes complicated in their 
mechanical contrivance. To enter into a detailed description of these 
would be out of place on this occasion. The chisel is usually attached to 
poles of hickory or white-oak or some other strong fibrous wood, which 
are generally from thirty to thirty -three feet in length, and made to screw 
together by means of iron coupling- screws, with which the poles are shod 
at either end, so that they can be quickly and readily put together and 
taken apart. Sometimes the chisel has merely a strong wooden handle, 
and performs its work after the Chinese method, merely by the mechanical 
abrasion of the rock, produced by the simple weight of the chisel, as it is 
rapidly and repeatedly liberated from and seized by a grappling iron 
attached for that purpose to the bottom of the lowest rod. 

The size of the boring depends very much upon the particular circum- 
stances of the case ; but the most common, and, perhaps, the most suitable 
for most cases, is three inches, or three and a quaiter inches. 

The cost of boring depends very much upon the size of the hole and the 
nature of the rock to bo penetrated. In hard eilicions rocks and fiinty 
limestones, it is much more expensive than in ordinary sandstone, slates, 
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and shalca. On an average, it may be put down at the rate of a dollar and 
a half to two dollars per foot for the first three hundred feet; hut if, in a 
region where a small steam-engine is available, as in the valley of the 
Kanawha, fifty cents a foot is considered an average price ; beyond throe 
hundred feet, down to a thousand, the average cost may be set down at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents to one dollar and fifty cents; and from 
a thousand to fifteen hundred feet, at one dollar and fifty cents to two 
dollars. 

AVhen borings reach over three hundred feet, it is always best to employ 
steam-power, if available ; if not, horae-power may be substituted. 

After the solid rock is fairly penetrated, it is seldom necessary to insert 
any further tubing, as the solid rock forms itself a sufficiently stable tube. 
In some cases, where incoherent shales, or other unstable materials are 
penetrated between the more solid rock, partial tubing is found necessary 
through such materials, to prevent the washing in of the soft, adjacent 
debris ; or in order to tube out lateral flows of local water which may be 
found necessary to be kept out of the boring. 

The precautions necessary to be taken, in order to make a successful 
boring, are: first, to employ careful workmen, who will take particular 
pains to secure the aperture, and prevent tools and rubbish falling into the 
boring, and keeping it plumb and true ; secondly, to use only strong and 
well-made tools, for breaking tools in the borings often leads to great ex- 
pense and delay, which might have been avoided by having used at first 
more substantial tools; thirdly, to use the proper shaped drill, so that the 
hole should always be as cylindrical as possible. In all eases it is neces- 
sary to erect a stage, to secure and raise the weight of sinker and poles, 
which, in its simplest form, consists of four forty-foot poles, well braced 
and fastened together. This stage should be covered by a shed. A stage 
or shed-cover will cost from ten to twenty dollars. If a steam-engine is 
used, this stage has to be stronger and better secured, and will cost from 
thirty to seventy-five dollars. 

From an estimate received through the kindness of J. P. Hale, Esq., of 
Kanawha, it appears that the cost of a set of substantial boring-toois, re- 
quired for five hundred feet, will come to from one hundred and thirty to 
one hundred and forty dollars, including bits, sinker, poles, &c. ; and from 
twelve dollars and fifty cents to fifteen dollars for each succeeding hundred 
feet. 

If several wells are to be bored in the same neighborhood, the best and 
most economical plan is to employ an experienced borer, well known for 
his skill and thorough acquaintance with the business, to contract for the 
artesian well at so much a foot. By the time he has bored several wells, 
any man of ordinary ingenuity could learn, and undertake with his own 
hands to make successful borings. 
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Both copper and iron tubes are employed in tubing borings ; but copper 
is by far the best. Cast iron is very commonly employed, but is objection- 
able, both on account of its brittleness and its liability to be corroded, 
"Wrought iron tubing is much better, but still not so good as copper. The 
cost of copper tubing is about double that of cast iron ; namely, from 
seventy-five cents to eighty cents per foot for two inch tubing ; while iron 
tubing, of the same size, coats from thirty-five to forty cents. 

Cast iron tubes made to screw together in lengths of from ten to thirteen 
feet, arc often used for surface purposes, t. e., down to the solid rock. 

The time required in ordinary cases to sink three hundred feet by hand, 
will be five to six weeks ; by steam, one week. 

Sometimes it may become necessary to ream out the hole to a larger size 
than the first boring, for the insertion of partial tubing; or it may become 
desirable in order to obtain a larger body of water. It is always better, 
however, not to bore, at first, of greater diameter than is absolutely neces- 
sary, in order to avoid unnecessary cost, both in the boring and tubing 
operation ; as the boring, at any time, can be enlarged by the reaming 
process. 

At Eanawha, in Virginia, the ordinary method of preparing a salt well, 
is to bore a hole, say three inches in diameter, and one thousand feet deep ; 
the top is then reamed down two to three hundred feet, five inches 
diameter. This is to receive the pump and pump-chamber at the lower 
end. Below this five-inch hole, the well is again reamed down to three 
hundred feet, about three and a half inches diameter, leaving an ofi'set in 
the rock at each contraction of the boring. A copper pump, four inches 
in diameter, is inserted into the larger or five-inch hole, and two-inch 
copper tubing is fitted into the three and a half inch hole, with a "bag" on 
the lower end of the tube, resting hard on the ofFaet. This is m order to 
shut off all the fresh or weak salt-water from above, while the strong salt- 
water is admitted from the lower depths. This pump and tubing are put 
together by screws, in lengths of twenty-five feet. 

This extra-reaming, pump, and tubing is, however, unnecessary where 
there is no lateral water to shut off, and where water of the kind required 
rises freely in the boring to the surface. 

I am indebted to J. P. Hale, Esq., of Kanawha, for these particulars in 
regard to the plan of sinking salt-wells in that valley, as well aa for the fol- 
lowing facts, in regard to boring-tools. That gentleman has had extensive 
experience in the manufacture of salt for thirteen years, and has had to 
bore several salt-wells from eight hundred to a thousand feet deep. In 
order to inform himself as to the cheapest and best mode of boring, he 
attended tlie Great Industrial Exhibition at London, in 1851. There, as 
well aa in several countries on the continent of Europe, he examined care- 
fully the boring-tools, and saw many in operation. Many of these tools 
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were very complicated ; moat of them very expensive, so that after an 
examination of all of them, Mr. J. P. Hale beeamo satisfied, that, for 
simplicity, economy, and efficiency, there are no boring-tools equal to 
those made and used in the valley of the Kanawha. 

It may be useful and interesting in this place, to say a few words in 
regard to a few individual artesian wells of particular interest, either on 
account of their great depth, their large diameter, or the great volume of 
water which they afford. 

One of the moat interesting artesian wells bored in the valley of the 
Ohio, is that aunk by Messrs. C. J, k A. B. Dupont, in the city of Louis- 
ville. This well is tliree inches in the bore, and two thousand and eighty- 
six feet deep. The water flows from this well at the rate of three hundred 
and thirty thousand (330,000) gallons in twenty-four (24) hours, or two 
hundred and sixty four (264) gallons per minute, with a mechanical force 
equal to a ten-horse power steam engine. The water rises by its own 
pressure, when confined in tubes, one hundred and seventy feet above the 
surface. "When the whole force of the water is allowed to expend itself on 
the central jet, it is projected one hundred feet, settling down to a steady 
flow of a stream sixty feet high at the above rate of 330,000 gallons in 
twenty-four (24) hours. 

The water ia perfectly clear, of a temperature of 76|° Fahrenheit, the 
year round. It ia highly charged with mineral properties, being a atrong 
saline, sulphuretted water, similar in its composition and medical proper- 
ties, to the celebrated Kissinger waters of Bavaria, and the Blue Licks of 
Kentucky. 

This well was commenced in April, 1857, and completed in sixteen 
months. 

Aa this mineral water must be, on account of its location, of peculiar 
interest to all Southerners, I here insert the chemical analysis, as made by 
Professor J. Lawrence Smith, of Louisville : 

Grains. 

Chloride sodhim, 621.5204 

" calcium, tia.T287 

'■ magnesium, 14.7757 

'■ potassium, ,......, 4.2216 

aluminum, 1.2119 

lithium, 0.1012 

Sulphate soda, 72.2957 

lime, 29.4342 

magneala, 77,3382 

alumiua, 1.8012 

" potash, _ . . 3.2248 

Bicarbonate soda, 2.72G4 

lime, 5.9955 

" magnesia, 2.7558 
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Bicarbonate iron, 0.3518 

Phosphate soda, 1.54.15 

Iodide magnesium, 0.:-{a47 

Bromide " 0.4r>59 

Silica, 0.8857 

Organic matter, 0.7082 

Loss in analysis, 8.1231 

915.5582 
Gases in one Gallon, 

Sulphuretted hydrogen, 2.0050 

Carbonic acid, 6.1720 

Nitrogen, 1.3580 

The well bored by Mr. William II. Beleber, of St. Louis, was commenced 
in 1849, and in 1853 was 1590 feet deep, at which depth a copious stream 
of " sulphur water issues," which is said to he similar in its properties to 
the Blue-Lick water of Kentucky. 

This well was commenced as a cistern, at the surface of the ground, 14 
feet diameter; at 30 feet deep, 6 feet diameter ; thence it diminishes to 16 
inches diameter, at 78 feet deep. The bore is then 9 inches, and this 
diameter is continued to 457 feet ; thence to the depth of 1509 feet it is 3J 
inches. 

At 550 feet, at the top of a limestone, the water became salty ; 200 feet 
below this, in a layer of shale, the water contained 1^ per cent of salt. At 
965 feet, below a bed of bituminous marl, the water contained 2J per cent 
of salt. The hardest rock was a bed of chert, at a depth of 1179 feet, and 
62 feet thick. In this rock the water contained 3 per cent of salt. 

This well was commenced in the spring of 1849, and reached its depth 
of 2199 feet on the 12th of March, 1854. During these five years, the 
work was at times intermitted for months, so that the time actually em- 
ployed was only thirty-three months, and cost about ?10,000. There is a 
constant flow of water from this well of 75 gallons per minute. 

Three artesian wells have been bored at Columbus, Ohio, The first 
was carried 110 feet; but, not reaching the rock, was abandoned, the 
quicksand coming in in such quantities that they could not exclude it by 
tubing. 

The second well was tubed down 54 feet, with cast-iron piping, 6 inches 
interior diameter. The boring was then continued to the rock 122 feet- 
Wrought iron pipes of smaller size were forced down, but broke at the 
second joint from the lower end. The pipe was withdrawn, and a pump 
let down, when the well was found to be cleared of obstructions to the 
rock. The reamer was then sent down, and went freely till at the depth 
of 100 feet it began to rub. The pump was then sent down ; the well had 
become filled with sand and gravel 66 feet, and, af1:er prolonged labor, it 
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was ascertained that the sand ran into the well aa fast as it could bo taken 
out. Various contrivances were resorted to to stop this obstruction, but 
without eiFect ; so that, on the 4th of November, 1857, this boring -^as also 
abandoned. A contract was now made on the 4th of November, with Mr. 
Fleming Spanglcr, to bore a new well, with the understanding that he was 
to tube it into the rock within eighteen or twenty days, or receive no pay. 

The new well was, commenced by sinking a pit, and cribbing it down 
with circular cribbing, which, on the 16th of November, reached the depth 
of 29 feet. After considerable labor, by alternate boring and tubing, Mr, 
Spangler finally succeeded, on the 31st of January, 1858, in penetrating 
the limestone rock 248 feet, at a depth of 371 feet from the surface. He 
then contracted to bore to the depth of 1000 feet from the surface for ?1.50 
per foot, having thus far averaged about five to six feet in the rock-borings 
per day. 

A vein of sulphur water was struck at 180 feet on the 22d of December, 
1857. The borings were continued, with occasional ceasation of labor, 
up to the 11th of December, having then reached a depth of 1858 feet, 
without, however, up to that date, having reached any considerable body 
of artesian water; and it is probable, from the details of the borings, that 
they will have to go fi-om 300 to 500 feet more, through blue limestones, 
marly shales, and Kentucky Eiver marble-rock, before reaching the porous 
sandstones, in which there is the best chance of obtaining a body of water. 

In the valley of the Ohio, the two great reservoirs of artesian water are 
the two great porous sandstones, alternating with and resting on the shales 
which form the impervious layers that hold up the water. One of these 
great sandstone series constitutes the millstone grit at the base of the coal- 
measures ; the other, the lowest fossiliferous sandstones and calciferous 
sand-rock, subordinate to the blue limestone and Kentucky River marble- 
rock of the "West. 

The water obtained in the first of these reservoirs is, almost invariably, 
a strong brine; in the latter, so far as experience goes, it is a mineral 
^vater, strongly charged with a variety of saline substances, and impreg- 
nated with sulphuretted hydrogen gas ; hence, though the two first artesian 
borings, cited above, were eminently successful, as far as obtaining a large 
body of mineral water was concerned, yet they may be considered entire 
failures, as far as obtaining a body of pure water fit for manufacturing 
purposes, or domestic use. 

Both these water horizons exist in Arkansas ; in fact, the millstone grit, 
as already stated, has a most extraordinary development in that State ; and 
many localities have been, and will hereafter be recorded, where profitable 
brines might be obtained in this geological formation, by a judicious selec- 
tion of locality, and well-conducted, systematic borings. 

There are also other water horizons in the southern counties of Arkansas, 
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wliieh can be reached by borings through the tertiary and eretaeeouB 
formations ; but, bo far as experience goes, artesian waters obtained there- 
from will be more or less charged with mineral matter. 

Aa we have some of the records of an artesian well sunk through equiva- 
lent formations at Charleston, South Carolina, it may be well in this place 
to give a few of the statistics of this boring. 

Few welle have presented as many difficulties, or called for greater skill 
and perseverance in the engineer. The surface soil is loose saud for 
20 feet, the lower half of which is saturated with water ; next, a stiff, com- 
pact clay, about 40 feet thick, also water-bearing. At 60 feet, firm marl 
commences, alternating with some rock more or less indurated, in all 150 
feet thick. Below this occur the cretaceous strata, differing but little lithe- 
logically from the layers of the tertiary formation above ; both formations 
being alternations of firm marl, sandstone, and loose sands, alternating 
with layers of hard limestone, seldom containing less than 20 per cent of 
carbonate of lime. B"ifty-four rocks, varying from 2 to 10 feet each, and 
measuring, in the aggregate, 250 feet, were penetrated by the boring. 
Cast iron tubes, 6 feet interior diameter, were sunk 80 feet, to exclude 
superficial sands; but these gradually worked their way down, and con- 
tinued to flow under the bottom of the tube. Tinally, however, the solid 
rock was reached at 230 feet. But even here the difficulties did not end ; 
for, under each solid rock, quick or loose sand generally occurred, and 
flowed into the well so as often to fill it up, and sometimes almost in- 
stantly, 60 to 100 feet. Large chambers were thus formed under many of 
the rock strata. Sometimes, in the morning, the well would be found filled 
50 to 100 feet, and even 140 feet, with sand. At 700 feet, so much sand 
continued to flow in as to render it impossible to proceed, and there was 
no resource but to tube down into it and through it; and to do this, the 
well had to be reamed out to a larger size, thus taxing the ingenuity of the 
engineer severely to overcome all the various obstacles to success. At 
1020 feet the sands again came in, so as frequently to fill up the well 100 
feet ; but the difficulty was finally overcome by retubing with larger 
wrought iron tubes, which were sunk to 1102 feet, and the boring con- 
tinued 43 feet lower, or 1145 feet. 

The temperature, at 900 feet, was 82i° Fahrenheit.* 

* The dotaila of diffieultlea, instrumenis used, &c., may be found ia the " Mining Magazine," 
Tol.1, pages 251 to 25S. 

The same difficulties as those experienced at Charleston need not be anticipated in passing 
through even the corresponding formationa in Arkansaa, since, bo far aa mj experience goea in 
regard to the llthological character of the tertiary and cretaceous rocks of that State, there is 
bnt little loose aand in their composition. The principal beds of aand that are likely to be en- 
countered in Arkansas in sinking artesian wella in the recent geological formationa of that State, 
ore the gray and orange sand, belonging to the quaternary period, which overlie the tertiary 
strata. These are usually only from 411 to 90 feet in thickness, and certainly not nearly bo 
mobile in their particles aa those described in the Charleston borings. 
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Subsequent to this date, the Charleston well was sunk to the depth of 
1250 feet, and yields 30,000 gallona of water in twenty-four hours, which 
rises ten feet above the surface. Another has now been commenced at 
the same place, twelve inches in diameter, and has already reached the 
depth of 1000 feet. 

On the 22d of April, 1857, an Artesian well was commenced at Lafayette, 
Indiana, and after sinking to the depth of 216 feet, a vein of water finally 
overflowed the well, on the 18th of February, 1858, The boring was then 
continued to the depth of 230 feet. Great delay, and an unnecessaty cost 
of $1000 were incurred, in consecjuence of one of the east iron pipes 
breaking, in being forced into its place. This well delivered on the 3d of 
September, one wine-gallon of mineral water in 15.8 seconds, which is 
equal to a discharge of 1468 gallons in twenty-four hours ; sufficient, if the 
surplus water be properly saved, for all the purposes of a first class 
watering-place. This mineral water contains, according to Dr. C. M. 
"VVetherill, 400 grains of solid matter to the gallon. For an analysts of 
this water, I refer the reader to the Report on this well, made by C. M. 
"Wetherill, Ph. D., M.D. 

The well from which the name Artesian was originally derived, was 
bored more than a century ago at Aire, in Artois, in France, and has 
flowed steadily ever since. The water rises eleven feet above the ground, 
and supplies nearly 250 gallons per minute. 

The Grenelle well at Paris was.commenced in 1834, and completed 
in 1841, at which time the rod suddenly descended several feet, and 
shortly after, the water rose to the surface in vast quantities. For the first 
fifty feet, the boring was twelve inches in diameter; which was reduced to 
nine inches, and then carried to a depth of 1100 feet; a further reduction 
was made to seven and a half inches, until the depth of 1300 feet was 
reached ; and a final diminution to six inches, till the termination of the 
well at 1806 feet. From the completion of the well to the present time, 
there has been a steady fiow of over half a million of gallons in twenty- 
four hours, of a temperature of 81° Fahrenheit. 

The Kissinger well -in Bavaria, is 1878 feet; the last 138 feet, the boring 
passes through rock salt. From this well, 100 cubic feet of water gushes 
forth every minute. The water contains three and a half per cent, of salt. 

The Artesian well at the Bois de Boulogne, is over thirty-nine inches in 
diameter. This well was bored by a peculiar drill, weighing about 3500 
pounds, managed by a grapple, which opens as it descends, and then 
closes, when it is raised, by means of a parallelogram connected at the 
angles with two cords reaching up to the top of the well, where they may 
be managed with the hand, or by means of machinery. The drill below is 
constructed with seven teeth of cast steel, fitted to drive into the bed of rock, 
or abrade it. The drill has a shank, by which it may be seized and lifted. 
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The whole is worked hy a twenty-four to thirty horse-power engine. The 
grapple closes at bottom, seizing the handle of the drill; then rises with 
the drill several feet, opens, and lets the drill fall. Thus the drill rises and 
falls twenty or thirty times in a minute. After working twelve hours, tho 
rods are taken out, the sand-pump let down, and the sand and mud with- 
drawn, and the rods, grapple, and drill again iet down, and set to work. 
To work this apparatus requires only six men, and the cost of working 
is about three dollars per foot. 

In 1857, this well had reached a depth of 1427 feet; and they hoped in 
October, to reach the main source of water below the chalk.* 

In the month of May, 1858, the French engineer, M. Jus, commenced 
boring an Artesian well in the Sahara Desert, Africa, in the province of 
Constantine; and, on the 19th of June, a jet of water, of about 1000 gal- 
lons per minute, flowed from the bowels of the earth, at a temperature of 
61° 24' Fahrenheit. The joy of the inhabitants was unbounded when they 
witnessed this extraordinary spectacle, and caused them to regard a people, 
who could bring about such a marvel as to cause water to gush forth from 
the arid desert, as truly beings of a superior race. 

Subsequently four other wells were bored in the desert ; one at Temakin, 
yielding 8 gallons per minute; one in the oasis of Tamelhat, which gave 
120 litres of water per minute ; one in the oasis of Sidi-Naehed, yielding 
4300 litres of water from the depth of 54 metres, the oasis having been 
completely ruined by drought ; one also in Oum-Thior, which yields 108 
litres of water per minute ; and a sixth well has been sunk at Shegga. 

A remarkable Artesian well was bored at Bourne, in England. The 
borings passed through two strata of limestone, with other intervening 
strata, to the depth of only 92 feet. The bore is only 4 inches, and this 
supplies the town through mains and smaller pipes, and plugs for fires, the 
pressure being sufficient to throw water over the buildings. It delivers 
557,000 gallons per day. It rises at the Town Hall 39 feet, 9 inches. 

These are a few of the statistics of some of the most interesting Artesian 
wells, both in this country and Europe ; they give some details of the 
cost, mode of boring, and difficulties to be encountered, that will be inte- 
resting and useful to the readers of this Report. 

The conditions necessary to a successful boring of an artesian well are : 

First. A fountain-head more elevated than the locality where the boring 
is to be undertaken. 

Second. A gentle inclination, or moderate dip, from the fountain-head 
towards the locality of the well. 

Third. Alternations of porous and impemoua strata, beneath the drainage 
of the country, 

* Am. Jour. Science, N. S., Vol. XSI, page 404. 
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The fountain-head need not be in the immediate vicinity; on the con- 
trary, it is often far distant, — forty to a hundred miles or more. If it forms 
the elevated rim of a large basiu, from which the strata dip in all direc- 
tions towards its centre, it is all the more favorable for Artesian borings 
within that basin. If the geological formations form a synclinal fold or 
trough, the fountain-head being on tbe anticlinala of the ridges more or 
less parallel, this is also a favorable position for Artesian borings. 

The flow of water from the fountain-bead, held up by the impervious 
strata beneath, and permeating the porous, superincumbent layers, may be 
arrested, however, even without such a structure of the country, by being 
dammed up by local barriers, which may either be impervious fissures, 
cutting the strata more or less at rigbt angles, or extensive faults filled up 
with clay, wlncb is a very common occurrence. 

A steep, or high angle of inclination of dip, is always an unfavorable 
structure of country; because, in such situations, the water flows away 
beyond tbe reach of artesian borings, which must necessarily cut the strata 
at such an acute angle as to pass through only a few layers of rock. 
Without a knowledge of the internal structure of the geological formations 
which lie deep-seated, very little clue can be obtained to the selection of a 
favorable locality, by a simple inspection of the physical condition of the 
surface of the country. For instance, a perfectly level plain, with no hills 
in sight, may be more favorable for artesian wells than an undulating 
country, simply from the fact of its having a higher fountain-head. 

The third condition mentioned above, namely, alternation of porous and 
impervious strata, is almost everywhere to be met with. 

For local details in regard to localities of artesian wells in Arkansas, the 
reader is referred to the sections descriptive of the individual counties. 
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CHAPTER, IT. 

FURTHER REMARKS ON VARIOUS COUNTIES IN ARKANSAS. 
SECTION I. 

PULASKI COUNTY — CONTINUED. 

In Mayofl859,a Geological Reconnoissance was made of tlie"Fourcbe 
Cove" country of this county. 

From the name " Cove," one would be led to expect to find a confined 
valley, surrounded, or nearly bo, by mountains, somewhat analogous to 
the Magnet Cove, in Hot Spring County. But, except in the existence of 
granite and other rocks of igneous origin, there is but little resemblance 
in the physical features of the two regions. 

The so-called " Fourche Cove " is, in fact, a ridge of from two hundred 
to three hundred and sixty feet in height, ranging northeast and south- 
west, and sending off a few subordinate spurs ; rather flat on the top, 
expanded at its widest part near the middle of the range to two miles, and 
diminishing in width both to the northeast and southwest. 

On the north, where the small creek that carries off the water from the 
flat summit, makes its way to empty into Fourohe creek, there is a gap or 
depression. If any part of this granite region is entitled to the name of 
Cove, it must be this outlet for its waters. 

On the east half of the northeast quarter of Section 28, in Township 1, 
Range 12, is the granite declivity mentioned in the first chapter, as 
remarkably favorably situated for quarrying for building purposes. This 
granite is eminently felspathic, the felspar containing both soda and pot- 
ash, though it has the white color, lustre, and cleavage of Cleavlandite. 
The quartz is pale gray; a few crystals of hornblende are disseminated, 
with occasionally small flakes of black mica. This rock might, perhaps, be 
called a granite-syenite, but the proportion of hornblende and mica is so 
small that it is better designated as a felspathic granite. 

On the southwest quarter of Section 34, Township 1 north. Range 12 
west, granite of similar appearance and composition has been quaiTied for 
millstones; a pair of which are now in use in "Wool's horse-mill. They 
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can only be regarded, however, as a poor substitute for the true porous 
eilicious burr millatone. On the northeast of Section 33, Township 1 
north, Range 12 west, there is a kind of basaltic rock, composed largely of 
augite, and showing a somewhat porphyritic appearance of the weathered 
surface. 

On the northeast quarter of Section 9, Township 1 south, Range 12 west, 
some two hundred dollars were expended several years back in search of 
ore, but without any success. The rock here is a ferruginous amygdaloid 
of rather a peculiar character. The amygdules are very globular, so that 
the rock has much the appearance of pea-stone, the cavities being mostly 
empty. This rock seems to bear northwest and southeast, as it occurs 
again on the southwest of Section 4, Township 1 south. Range 12 west, 
where an old digging is visible, made in search of gold. The explorers do 
not seem, however, to have penetrated more than ten or fifteen feet into 
the rock. They struck a kind of crevice in the subcolumnar rock, which 
has a tendency to weather into globular masses. All that seems to have 
been discovered were crusts of oxide of iron. 

On the southwest quarter of Section 9, Township 1 south, Range 12 
west, are old Spanish diggings, also made in a variety of amygdaloid rock, 
but not so well characterized as that on the northeast quarter of the same 
section. 

On the same quarter section, i. e., the northeast of Section 9, Township 
1 south. Range 12 west, a white trachyte wacke was observed, which is 
passing gradually, by disintegration and loss of some of its potash and 
silica, into a white kaolin or porcelain clay, as is best seen near the 
site of an old mill, on a small branch close by. In the same vicinity are 
the remains of an old furnace, in which, by the appearance of the slag, 
they seem to have attempted to smelt some ore. 

On Section 4, Township 1 south, Range 12 west, there occurs also a 
white argillaceous rock, having the appearance of a disintegrating trachyte. 
In the vicinity of this rock there is every symptom of a good deposit of 
porcelain clay. 

On the northeast quarter of Section 33, Township 1 north. Range 12 
west, the rock is a very ponderous, black, porphyritic basalt, composed 
chiefly of augite, with large imbedded crystals of jet-black augite. This 
rock weathers of a rusty black, from the large proportion of oxide of iron 
present. It has very much the appearance and character of part of the 
rock of which the great plateau of the ancient volcanic region of the 
Cantal, in France, is composed, except in the absence of the mineral 
olivine, which I have not observed as yet, in the Fourcbe Cove. 

On the same quarter section, the basalt is perfectly compact and close- 
textured, like that around the lake of Nemi, near Rome. 

On the southeast quarter of the same section is a gray stone, composed 
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largely of Labrador felspar, and some augite, which is rather porphyritie 
on the weathered eurfacc. 

On Section 4, considerable search has been made for gold, but without 
any success, so far as I have been able to learn. 

On the southeast quarter of Section 27, close to the section line, is a 
kind of ferruginous trap associated with a quartzose rock. On the east 
half of this section, the quartz rock is traversed by veins of milky quartz, 
here in great abundance, which has induced the mineral-huntera to 
prosecute their mining prospects in this direction also. The pits which 
they dug are now filled with water, and there is no indication in the mate- 
rials of the old rubbish, that any discoveries of importance were made. 
From its appearance, I should think that they must have penetrated the 
edge of a slaty rock, which comes here in contact with the quartz rock. 

In the region of granite and trap, on Section 34, old diggings are also 
visible. 

Ou the southeast slope of the granite, on the southwest of Section 34, 
this rock has more of a porphyritie character, and contains more black 
mica, and is therefore more porous in its structure. Here is the locality 
where they have got out some millstones. 

It was from the level tract of land on George Pile's farm, just beyond 
this granite slope, that the samples of granite soils were collected for chemi- 
cal analyses ; growth red, black, and white oak, black and pignut hickory, 
dogwood, maple. These soils have been analyzed and reported on Kos. 
400, 401, 402, and 403 of Dr. Peter's Report. Nos. 400 and 401 are rich, 
and contain more lime and phosphoric acid than is usually found in purely 
granite soils. The large proportion of lime may be derived from the 
augitic hornblendic rocks associated with the granite ; and a part of the 
phosphoric acid, and perhaps a part of the lime, may be traced to the ter- 
tiary rocks, which lie at no great distance to the south and southeast ; and 
from which, in part, the subsoil and underclay seem to have been derived, 
judging from the increased quantity of phosphoric acid found in them. 

These soils are said to produce, on an average, thirty bushels of wheat 
to the acre, and twenty-five bushels of corn. One of the greatest disad- 
vantages of this soil is its disposition to produce a spontaneous growth of 
persimmon sprouts, which are very difficult to eradicate. 

Another variety of soil was collected from the plateau over the dark 
basaltic rocks ; but time has not yet permitted the completion of its chemi- 
cal analysis. This soil was taken on the northeast of Section 33, Town- 
ship 1 north, Range 12 west, where the growth is red and black oak, sweet- 
gum, large dogwood, black hickory, and some ash and elm. 

There are several important localities of limonite iron ore in Pulaski 
County. One of the most important is in Section 11, Township 1 south, 
Bange 12 west. This is, perhaps, one of the best prospects of iron ore 
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associated with sandstone which I have seen. It is true that some of the 
ore immediately in connection with this rock is rather too sihcious; but 
still there are large bodies of good iron ore fit for smelting in the high 
furnace, especially on the ridge north of Ellis's mill ; that ia, in the north- 
east part of said section, and in the southwest corner of Section 2. Also 
on the ridge south of the schoolhouse, viz., on the north part of the south- 
west quarter of Section 11. On these ridges almost every tree blown over 
by the wind shows ore entangled in its roots, and in some places the ground 
may be said to be literally strewed with ore. 

The following chemical analysis, made from a sample taken from the 
northeast quarter of Section 11, Township 1 south, Range 12 west, being 
a variety commonly known among smelters by the name of "pot ore," 
will show the composition of one variety of these limonites : 

Moisture, ll).200 

Insoluble silieatea, &,250 

Peroxide of iron, 78.150=54.70 iron. 

Alumina, 1.600 

Lime, 0.100 

Magnesia, .......... 0.060 

Alkalies, O.GOO 

Sulphuric acid, O.OSO 

Phosphoric acid, Trace. 

Loss, O.OIO 

100,000 

Another concretionary variety of ironstone yielded, by analysis, the 
following result: 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F. 1 1.50 

Insoluble silicates, 23.20 

VercKx le ol iron 63.S0=44.80 iron. 



IVnesia, 00.16 

Alkalies, 00.50 

Sulfhuneaud, OO.OS 

Pliosphonc acid, 00.31 

Loss 00.07 

100.00 

Another fine locality of iron ore ia near Fonrche creek, one mile south 
of Dr. Halliburton's old stand, Section 18, Township 1 south, Eange 13 
west Wear the line between Sections 19 and 20, there is probably a body 
of fine ore. On these sections, large blocks of fine pisolite iron ore are 
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frequently met with on the surface, more than a man can lift. A specimen 
of this ore yielded by a 



Moistore, expelled at 400° F 6.60 

Peroxide of iron, 67.47=47.39 iron. 

Alumina, 15,39 

Lime, 00 29 

Magnesia, 00.18 

Alkaiiea, 00.40 

Sulphuric aeid, 00.04 

Phospboric acid, 00.14 

Insolnble silicates, ........ 9.65 

Loss, 00,02 

1 00.00 

There is also a fine hody of iron ore on the heads of Lost creek, on the 
southwest comer of Township 2, Range 14 west, in the vicinity of ■VVilliam 
Thomson's, 

These ores are either of quaternary or tertiary date. 

These localities of iron ore are well worthy the attention of the iron- 
master, more especially as the country is well timbered. 

Tertiary limestones and marls show themselves in several places in 
Pulaski County, viz., on the western outskirts of Little Eoek, near the 
Penitentiary. Limestone has likewise been struck in some of the wells in 
the same vicinity; also two and a half miles from Little Rock, near the 
line between Sections 8 and 9, Township 1 north, Range 12 west of 5tli 
P. M. ; also on the northeast quarter of Section 18, Township 1 south, 
Range 13 west, on the banks of Crooked creek; also on the line between 
the northeast and southeast quarters of Section 8, Township 1 south. Range 
13 west, on Fourche creek, near the mouth of Crooked creek, where it 
forms a low clifl' of compact tertiary limestone, about eigliteen feet exposed. 
From the quality of the limestone at this locality, it would make better 
lime than any other exposure I have seen in Pulaski County. 

In the slope above there is, probably, a bed of marl ; but at present it 
is covered with vegetation- 
It is probable that the area of these tertiary calcareous rocks was formerly 
much more extensive than it now is in Pulaski County, as I believe it has 
suffered greatly from denudation during the movements which took place 
since its deposition, in the period when the local superficial drift of the 
county was accumulated, which conceals, to a great extent, both the ter- 
tiary beds and the slates. 

Immediately northwest of Little Rock, there is a fine exposure of con- 
torted elate, which has very much the appearance of roofing slate ; so much 
so, that a company was formed to quarrj' slates for that purpose at this 
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locality, and several houaes in Little Rock were covered with it, byway of 
experiment. Experience proved that it was incapable of standing atmo- 
spheric vicissitudes, and winter frosts ; since there is too miieh alumina in 
its composition, and the rock is not sufficiently indurated, 

"Westward from Little Rock the elate becomes more magnesiau and 
lighter colored, as may be seen at Dr. Halliburton's old stand, where this 
formation is much fractured and ramified with veins of milk-white quartz, 
whicb usually have a bearing a few degrees south of west and north of 
east. 

This formation is also traversed locally, by beds of whinstone, as at the 
Big Rock, OQ the Arkansas River, where it is employed extensively for 
building purposes. 

On the northwest quarter of Section 21, Township 1 north, Range 13 
west, on Lightfoot or Brodie's Creek, there is a very hard quartzose slate, 
associated with slate which approaches roofing slate, dipping at an angle 
of about 45°, north 10° to 20° west. It is possible that a better quality 
of roofing slate might be found there than on the Arkansas River above 
Little Rock, as it is less argillaceous and more indurated. 

Dr. Halliburton's well-water was tested qualitatively, and found to con- 
tain as its principal ingredients : 

Chloride of Sodium, Bicarbonate of Magiicsin— stn^'' ([uantity, 

Chloride of Magnesia, Bicarbonate of Soda. 

Bicarbonate of Lime — small quantity, 

The waters of the Eourehe were also tested, and were found to contain 
the same ingredients, with a trace of oxide of iron. The principal differ- 
ence between the water of this creek and Dr. Halliburton's well-water is, 
that the former contains less lime and more magnesia, less chlorides, less 
carbonate of soda, and more iron. 

Soils were collected for chemical analysis from the slate region of this 
vicinity, where the growth is principally sweet-gum, ash, eim, black 
hickory, linn, hackberry, ironwood, with an undergrowth of spicewood 
and small buckeye. These soils have been analyzed, and will be found 
recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, Nos.,397, 398, 399. They show very 
clearly their origin in the large proportion of magnesia contained, espe- 
cially in the subsoil lying closest to the raagnesian strata. 

State and quartz are the prevailing rocks on Fourche Creek, north of 
Halliburton's. In the adjacent hills quartz predominates, where the growth 
is small pine, post-oak, and pignut hickory. Approaching the Little 
Maumelle, the slate assumes more the character of roofing slate. It is 
possible some good quarries might be opened in this vicinity. 

Near the west aide of Township 1 north, Range 15 west, on J. P. Will's 
farm, on Caney Creek, blue and gray limestones occur. 
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Tolerable samples of novaculite (oilstone), were obsei-ved on the east 
Bide of Township 2 north ; also on Section 7, Township 1 north, Range 
14 west, one mile south of Thomas Fletcher's. Some iron ore occurs near 
Howell's tanyard, on Section 36, Township 2 north, Range 14 west ; also 
on Section 4, Township 1 north, Range 14 west, according to the repre- 
sentations of the County Surveyor, Thomas Fletcher. He reports like- 
wise a chalybeate spring on Township 2 north. Range 15 west. At this 
gentleman's residence, the slate dips north 10° east, at an angle of 47°. 
It is black, fibrous, and brittle, and rings under the hammer. It passes, 
locally into a jet-biack rock, resembling petrosilicious slate. Another 
variety, is a light cream-colored ailicious elate, some of which will answer 
for oilstone, as it is fine-grained, and of the proper degree of hardness. 
This rock occurs on Section 7 or 8, Township 2 north. Range 14 west. 

On the Little Maumelle several hundred feet of dark slate are exposed, 
dipping at an angle of 4f*°, bearing nearly east and west, associated with 
a bed or beds of quartz, having the same bearing. 

One of the highest points in Pulaski County is the high conical peak, 
known as " The Pinnacle." By measurement by the aneroid barometer, it 
was found to be seven hundred and seventy feet above the Arkansas 
River. The summit of this Pinnacle is of hard sandstone, of the millstone 
grit formation, dipping north at an angle of 22°. Some of it is a most 
beautiful white gritb^one, well adapted for building purposes. It is only 
the loose blocks which have rolled down the mountain, which are at 
present accessible. By good engineering, however, a road could be 
carried up on the north slope. In sight of the Pinnacle, on the Arkansas 
River, near the mouth of the Big Maumelle, are " The Natural Steps," 
already mentioned in the first chapter, and represented by the woodcut 
at the head of this Section, 

These are formed by two prominent walls of hard sandstone, which are 
nearly standing on edge, having between them about twenty feet of red- 
dish, contorted, and fractured argillaceous shales, with segregations of 
iron ore, the southeast wall being flanked on the southeast by a similar 
mass of shale, at least a hundred feet exposed. These masses of shale 
have crumbled away and formed steep, smooth banks, from which " the 
iN'atural Steps" jut forth in bold relief. The height of "the Natural Steps" 
I found to be forty feet above the Arkansas, at its stage when I examined 
and sketched them, on May 30th, 1859, hut they are fifty-one feet above 
low- water mark. 

Seen from the river at a little distance, they have a wonderfully artificial 
appearance, looking like steps laid by regular masonry, and form, indeed, 
not only a remarkable feature in the landscape, but also a striking and 
unequivocal instance, of which Arkansas furnishes several, of strata tilted 
nearly on edge. 
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SECTION II. 



PBKRY AND YELL COUNTIES. 



These are mountainous counties; the pnncipal ranges beiing the Fourche 
la Fave Mountains on the south, and the Petite Jean on the north. These 
ranges are composed almost entirely of the shale^ and sandstones of the 
millstone grit : the shales predominating towards the base, the sandstones 
towards the summit; and one of the principal beds of sandstone often 
appears as a prominent escarpment, running like a battlement along the 
brow of the mountain. Towards the base is a thin bed of coal, from six to 
twelve inches thick, and seldom, if ever, exceeding fifteen inches ; and 
therefore it may be considered of little practical value, only occasionally 
supplying the country blacksmith with a few bushels of indiflerent coal, 

This coal shows itself near the termination of the Petite Jean range, on 
Coal-bank branch of Shut-in ereet, one of the branches of the Petite Jean 
creek, near the Gravelly-branch, supposed to be on Section 29, Township 
5, Eange 18 west. The coal is here covered with dark-gray argillaceous 
shales, with disseminated argillaceous iron ore, and is twelve to fifteen 
inches thick. Back of Howell's farm, the same coal shows itself in a great 
bank of variegated red and gray shales, with disseminated iron ore, the 
whole overlaid by sandstone dipping at an angle of 15°, north 20" west. 
The shales appear to be of great thickness, at least 150 or 200 feet, at the 
base of the mountain. Along the bank of the creek there are several 
extensive licks, indicative of salt. 

There is a remarkably deep ravine commencing near the outcrop of the 
coal, and bearing up the mountain to the northwest. This appears to be 
partly due to the extensive denudation of the soft shale, and in part to the. 
dip of the strata; and is not due, as has been supposed, to any violent 
eruption just at this locality. The outcrop of coal near Lewis Moulder's 
house, on Section 35, Township 6 north. Range 21 west, has some fossil 
plants in the roof-shales, belonging both to the family of calamites and 
ferns ; but the coal-openings being filled with water, both the shales and 
the coal were difficult of access. 

All these coals enumerated belong, in all probability, to the same horizon 
as the coal described in the first volume, at the base of the Carrion Crow 
Mountain. 

An approximate chemical analysis has been made of four of these coals, 
as follows : 
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Specimen of Coal from tJie Gravelly branch of Eocky Ciipress, foot of Petite Jean Mountain, 
one and a hat/to two miles northicest of John Ward's, on Section 29, Township 5, Range 18, 
Perry County, Arkansas. 

(Water. . . . . 11.5 
Volatile matter, .... 28.5 | ^^^^^ _ _ _ ^ jj,j 

f Fixed carbon, . . C6.3 

^'■^^'' "■''I Ashes (red), ... 5,0 



Coal from. L. E. Moulder's, " Moulder's Fiairle CoaT' Branch, Tell County, Arkansas. 

-,,,., , , , . ( Water, .... 3,0 

Volatile matter, .... 'I''* 1 q 84 

^ , DO /• f Fixed carbon, . . 78. S 

|_ Ashea (darl; red), . . 10.0 



Analysis of J, A. Baker's and B. Sowell's Coal, Section 32, Tovniship 6 south, Banye 21, 
eighteen to ttneniyiwo inches thick, Vdl County, Arkansas. 

Volatile matter, .... 14,40 \ ^^^'■^'^' .... 3.0 
I Gaa, . . , .11.4 

Cok=, 85.60 F'"^ "''™i . • ■ "'■* 

(_ Asbes (dark grajisli-red), - 5.2 

100.0 

Coal from base of Petite Jean Mountain, at Howell's farm. Perry County, Arkansas. 

-ir-i,.:, .-. «=<,«!" Water, .... 9,0 



Coke, 73.80 



Fixed carbon, 



This coal retaina its original shape in coking. The specimen analyzed 
was taken from a natural outcrop of coal at the foot of the mountain.. 

At the first liill beyond the Big Maumelle, the sandstone of the mill- 
stone grit was observed dipping at an angle of 30°, north 20° west. This 
rock splits out in cuboidal blocks having a rusty surface, and warm-gray 
color internally. This is the general character of the main rock in this 
vicinity, with some shaly and flaggy intercalations. Many of the blocks 
have a dark ferruginous band encasing a light-gray interior. 

The summit level on the main ridge passed over on the Perryville road, 
is upwards of five hundred feet above the Maumelle river. 

The summits of these higher ridges have a fine growth of pine timber, 
both in Pulaski and Perry counties. 

On the northwest side of the Ten-mile Ridge the sandstone was found 
dipping at an angle of 35°, north 30° west. 
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At tlie town of Perrjville, I found the well-water, at thirty feet deep, 
strongly impregnated with common aalt and -some sulphates. This ie 
one of the strongest saline waters that I have met with in water used 
habitually for domestic purposes. There are little or no carbonates of the 
alkaline earths. This vicinity would be a favorable situation to bore in 
search of good brine. 

The ridge of sandstone passed over after leaving Perryville, is about 
three hundred feet above the Fourche la Favc, and the waters of Cypress. 

On the divide between the Fourche la Fave and Cypress, the sandstone 
bears more to the south of west, than it does on the south side, near the 
Fourche la Fave. 

Soils were collected for chemical analysis from Joseph Ervin's planta^ 
tion, from bottom-land at the foot of tlie Petite Jean Mountain, where 
the growth is white, black, and red oak, walnut, sweet-gum, with au 
undergrowth of hickory grubs, and grapevines. Soils were also collected 
from the table-land on the Petite Jean Mountain, at James Morris's, over- 
lying sandstone of the millstone grit; growth, pine, oak, and hickory. 

The Ervin soils have been analyzed, and recorded in Dr. Peter's 
Keport, Nos. 385, 386, 387, and their composition shows them to be of 
fair average fertility. 

A set of soils were also collected from near the foot of the Petite Jean 
Mountain, where it forms a headland on the Arkansas Kiver, from W. 0. 
Stout's farm. There is rather more sand in the composition of this soil, 
than in the Ervin soil, as is very generally the case, near the Arkansas 
River. These soils have also been analyzed, and recorded in Dr. Peter's 
Report, ]Sros. 388, 389, 390. 

The height of the Petit Jean Mountain was measured at the Gap, above 
Joseph T. Ervin's house, and found to be four hundred and sixty-five feet. 
There are two terraces of sandstone towards the top ; the upper crowning 
the brow of the mountain. The following is an approximate section ; the 
numbers showing their elevation above the Ei-vin farm : 

465 feet lop of the Gap, on sandstone. 

385 " cellular sandstone. 

,^26 " upper red shales. 

285 '' flaggy sandstone. 

255 " middle red shales with aandstune beneath, 

220 " lower red shales. 

185 " bottom of the last exposure. 

" liottom land of ErvJn ferm. 

In the intermediate spaces no rocks are visible; but they are undoubt- 
edly filled with crumbled shales, which form the great mass of the moun- 
tain. In a branch, at the foot of Mr. Ervin's plantation, thin coal has 
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been seen, no doubt tlie equivalent of the bed already spoken of as nearly 
coextensive with the Petite Jean Mountains. 

Eose Creek splits the Petite Jean Mountains into two prongs : one on 
the northeast, and the other on the southwest of the creek. This mountain 
range is incorrectly laid down on the map; since it extends twelve to 
fifteen miles east of Petite Joan Creek, which is at least ten miles further 
east than on the map. Its entire length is twenty to twenty-five miles. 

It is evident that much of the red, Arkansas bottom lands of Perry 
County, derives its material from the debris and disintegi^ation of the 
ferruginous shales and sandstones which form the mass of the Petite Jean 
Mountains, 

Both gold and copper mines are reported by the early settlei-s near the 
heads of Rose creek ; but the geological structure of these mountains give 
no encouragement to a belief in these reports. 

On the Arkansas Eiver, near the mouth of Cypress creek, limestone is 
said to occur ; but being under water at the time of my examinations in 
this neighborhood, I had no opportunity of seeing it. 

On the road from Howell's to Danville, and about five miles from the 
former, alternations of sandstones and shales are tilted nearly on edge, the 
strike line being nearly east and west. The angle of dip measured at one 
place, was found to be 53° north, at another place 75° south. 

On a branch of Petite Jean creek, a quarter of a mile from the Yell 
County line, five thin bands of limonite ore are visible in the shale, which 
is very much twisted and contorted, and possesses in many places a splin- 
tery, pencil fracture. 

There are many other localities along the base of this mountain where 
more or less ii-on ore is visible ; and if limestone eouM be found convenient, 
these localities might he worthy the attention of the iron-master. 

The Petite Jean range gradually declines to the westward, until it loses 
itself as a conspicuous landmark near the confines of Perry and Yell, and 
a gradual improvement is visible in the soil of the country. 

On the ridge near Sloan's, ferruginous sandstone of the millstone grit, 
is seen dipping at an angle of 38° north ; while at the ferry, on Petite Jean 
river, the dip is only 14°, east 10° north. After crossing the river, the 
sandstone is seen in a bench rising rapidly to the northeast. For three 
quarters of a mile the road passed over a post-oak flat, where several licks 
are visible, indicative of salt. 

A qualitative examination was made of the waters of the Dardanelle 
Springs, which showed them to be alkaline, saline, sulphuretted waters, 
containing as their principal constituents : 

Bicarbonate of soda. Only a trace of sulphates. 

Bicarbonate of lime. A small quantity of free snlphu felled 
BicarboEHto of magnesia. hydrogen. 

Chloride of sodium. Probably a trace of siilphuret of alkali. 
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The northwest spring contaias some oxide of iron. 
Mr. E. T. Cox measured the height of the Magazine mountain, in Yell 
County, above the McCray farm, and found it to Tae 1405 feet. 
The following outcrops were observed in the mountain : 

1405 feet. Massive satiijstotio, upper part in \>eda from 8 lo 10 feet In 

thickness, and the lower part thin -bedded. 

Shales, 380 feet. 

Place of the chalybeate spring. 

Tteddish weathering stales, . 60 '' 

Irregularly bedded, micaceous, gray schistose sandstone and silicious 

shales, 220 " 

Micaceous, dark, argillaceous shales, ....... 150 " 

Variegated shales, with nodules of clay ironstone, . . . . 70 " 

Shale and coal, I foot. 

Blue, argillaceous shale, alternating with dark, silioious shales, with 

fucoidal markings, with occasional bands of thin sandstone, extending 

down to the McCray farm, 524 feet. 

The McCray farm was found, by subsequent observation, on the 6th of 
June, 1859, to be about five feet above high water mark of the Arkansas 
river. 

In Section 32, Township 6 north, Range 21 west, a eoal has been opened 
for the use of the blacksmiths of the neighborhood, its thickness varying 
from eighteen to twenty-two inches. 

The following section was obtained at the coal opening : 

Ferruginous shales, with nodules of clay ironstone, ... 5 feet 

Black roof shale, containing fossil plants, 1 foot. 

Coal, 1 foot 10 in. 

Stigmaria clay in the bed of the creek. 

This coal has a bluish color and submetallic lustre, and seems to be 
tolerably free from sulphur, from the accounts given of it by the black- 
smiths. 

The summit level, where we passed over the Fourche la Pave mountain, 
going to Danville by the old Hot Spring road, was found to be 800 feet 
above the Arkansas river; but there are adjacent eminences that are con- 
siderably higher. On descending to the Petite Jean river, near Danville, 
the sandstone was found dipping at an angle of about 45°, east 25° south. 
This rock is disposed to cleave into prismatic blocks, a structure which is 
found to prevail at several localities on the mountain. There is evidently 
a change in the direction of the dip and strike line in the Fourche la Fave 
range, the dip being more easterly than in the Magazine mountain. 

Hed, ferruginous shales, are equally prevalent in the lower part of the 
Fourche la Pave range, as in the Petite Jean and Magazine mountains, 
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and contain also segregations of iron ore. There is great disturbance and 
irregularity of dip in tliis mountain, — there being one, if not more than 
one anticlinal axis. The sandstone is generally very highly inclined, and 
is often of a character to aftbrd good freestone for building purposes. 

On Section 28 or 29, Township 5, Eange 21 west, is a remarkable 
chalybeate spring, at an elevation of three hundred and seventy feet above 
Danville, and distant about two and a half miles from that place. From 
the large quantity of carbonate of the protoxyd of iron present, it has a 
most powerful deoxidizing effect, instantly blackening nitrate of silver 
without even the addition of ammonia. Its temperature was found to be 
62°, the temperature of the air being 79°, Fahrenheit. It is a saUne 
chalybeate, containing as its principal ingredients : 

Bicarbonate of ihe protoxjd of iron, Sulphate aoda, 

Bicarbonate of lime, Chloride of sodium ? 

BiDarbonatB of magnesia, 

This mineral water not only blackens nitrate of silver, but also chloride 
of gold, and tincture of campeehe. 

On Spring creek, cliffs of sebistoze sandstone are exposed, dipping to 
the northwest at an angle of 6° to 8°. Some of this sandstone has a 
cellular structure, and contains a short-jointed calamite. Higher up on 
the ridge the angle of dip is increased to 20° ; but again subsides after 
crossing Spring creek. The angle of dtp is also, moderate on Shoal creek, 
about twelve miles from Danville. 

At the Narrows of Little Shoal creek, the road runs over a very eteep 
hill of three hundred feet in height; so that it is only with the greatest 
difficulty that a wagon can be got over it. It is composed, as usual, of 
shale overlaid by sandstone, dipping a few degrees west. After passing 
this ridge, and a low gap of the Magazine Mountain, leaving the head of 
Spring creek, we passed over to the waters of Shoal creek, the summit- 
level being three hundred and fiftyfeet. The prevailing rock seen, ia a 
prismatic flagstone. Soon after this, on reaching the military road, we 
entered a prairie with a low ridge in the west. This prairie is based upon 
a dark, gray, brittle shale. On the Arkansas River, at the mouth of Shoal 
creek, there is said to be a bed of coal, the thickness of which could not 
be determined. 



,v Google 



GEOLOGICAL EECONNOISSANCE 




SECTION III. 



: CORNER OF POPE COUNTY, SOUTH OF THE ARKANSAS RIVER. 



The Magazine Mountain, -which will be mentioned more particularly in 
the next section, forma a most remarkable headland where it terminates 
on the Arkansas River, opposite Korristown. This ia known aa the 
"Dardanelle Rock," represented by the woodcut at the head of this 
section, taken from the opposite side of the river. This rock is composed 
of ferruginous sandstone, dipping at an angle of 40° towards the river. 
The bearing of the comb of the ridge, which is coincident with the strike- 
line of the strata, is west 10° north. Layers on the summit are of a pale 
red color, tinged by oxide of iron. On the north slope, the rock is laid 
off with numerous concentric hard ferruginous veins, disposed in rows of 
rectangular and triangular figures, with great regularity, giving to the 
surface a tessellated appearance. 

The elevation of the Dardanelle Kock, above the road which winds 
round its base, is two hundred and fifty feet, and about two hundred and 
eighty feet above the Arkansas River. 

At an elevation of from eighty to one .hundred feet, above the base of 
the ridge, and half a mile northwest of the point of the Dardanelle Rock, 
a strong chalybeate spring issues from the crevices of the ferruginous 
sandstone. 
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Prom the summit of the Dardanelle rock there is an extensive prospect. 
The Magazine Mountain ia in full view, bearing away to the west-south- 
west, the Petit^, Jean to the south, over and beyond which some of the 
highest peaks of the Fourche la Fave range are visible in the far distance 
bearing a few degrees east of south, the Arkansas River washing its base 
on the north, with Norriatown on the opposite shore, and level farming 
lands seen behind in perspective ; the Arkansas River, like a bright line, 
winding its way among them, and conducting the eye to the site of Dar- 
danelle village, partially hid by the forest. 

From a single point on the Arkansas River the outline of the Darda^ 
nelle Rock on the southeast exhibits a distinct profile, to be remarked 
by any one on attentive observation, who may be ascending the river, as 
shown by the woodcut at the close of this section, all the features of the 
face, aad the outline of the head being represented. 




SECTION IT. 

SCOTT COUHTY, AND PARTS OP FKANKLItT AND JOHNSON C0DNTIB3, SOUTH OF 
THE ARKANSAS. 

The email prairies which commence in Yell County become more ex- 
tensive and important in these counties. These prairies are, in all cases, 
based on impervious clays, derived from the disintegration of the shales of 
the millstone grit. In these counties the high isolated peaks and detached 
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spurs of mountains, atauding out as conspicuous landmarks in the level 
prairie, give evidence of the extensive denudation which has separated 
them from the parent range. 

Moat of the coal which has been found in these counties Hea beneath the 
shale of the prairies, reaching often within a few feet of the surface. Some 
of the most impoi'tant outcrops I shall here enumerate. 

The Ewing coal-bank, on the mountain branch of Cave creek, four miles 
oast of Bouth of Morrison's blutf, on the Arkansas river, lies in the bed 
of the branch, and was completely under water when I visited the locality. 
It can only be mined when the creek is dry, by stripping two feet of over- 
lying soil and black shale. The coal is only eleven inches thick, and lies 
in a bed of black shale, so that the quantity of coal obtained by working 
is altogether disproportioned to the labor and expense of obtaining it. 
Tboae who have undertaken to mine it hope that it will increase in thick- 
ness, but it is not likely to do so within a reasonable distance, as roof shales 
are already visible. Still it is possible that the bed may be divided into 
two members by a clay parting, and that the lower member has not yet 
been exposed. The coal dips slightly down the creek to the north. 

The Craven bank is two miles east of the Ewing bank, and three quar- 
ters of a mile from James Craven's house. This coal is a semi-bituminous 
coal, very much resembling the Spadra coal. No roof shale can be seen 
over the coal, but in the well at James Craven's house there are black 
shales and "gray metal" resembling the roof of the Spadra coal. The 
thickness of the Craven bank cannot be well seen ; it must, however, be 
at least thirteen inches thick, judging from the size of the blocks which 
have been brought out, and perhaps it might be found two or three feet in 
thickness if fairly entered, with a solid shale roof. 

The following is the approximate analysis of the Craven coal in Johnson 
County : 



Volatile matter, . ■ . , 9,75 t q 

Coke 90.25!*"™'';"''"', ,.\ 



IOC 



Coke hard and retaining its original shape. This is a semi-bituminous 
coal, remarkably rich in fixed carbon. It is rather brittle, and easily frac- 
tured, but would be more solid under a better covering. It dips to the 
north, or a little east of north. If mined free from sulphuret of iron, it is 
coal well adapted foi; almost any purpose, and very durable in the fire. 
There are fragments of good limonite ore strewed in the bed of the creek 
at a lick near by. 

Between Sadler's and the Craven bank there is a considerable ridge 



., Google 



OF ARKANSAS. 85 

capped with sandstone, some of which is flaggy. Aa this ridge is south of 
the coal-hank, and the dip ia to the north, this may be the equivalent of 
tlie flaggy sandstone which underiies the Spadra coal. 

Near Lowe's, on the military road running parallel with the Eieh moun- 
tain, hlaek shale and imperfect coal, or coal-rash, are to be seen. It is not 
improbable that a bed of coal might be struck here by sinking a pit or 
shaft. 

At Eli Ragan's, coal appears in the bed of a branch below his field; but 
no attempt has been made to open it. 

The Robinson coal is situated on the Short mountain branch, near the 
edge of the Ilaguewood prairie. It lies from three to five feet below the 
surface of this prairie, covered by rusty-gray argillaceous shales, with 
nodules of clay ironstone. At the north end of the stripping the coal 
measures eighteen inches ; at the south side the miners call it two feet, but 
here it is partly concealed by water. In some places the stripping is four 
to six feet through yellow clay in the above-mentioned shales. The miners 
receive three and a half cents per bushel for raising it, and it sells for 
twelve and a half eerrts per bushel at the bank on the Arkansas river ; it 
sells for forty cents by the single bushel, and thirty-five cents by the boatr 
load. 

It is a bright, fibro-lamellar, brittle coal, and preferred by the black- 
smiths to most of the coal in this part of Johnson County. 

The following is a section of this coal bed : 



Yellow oclirej clay, 2 

Gray argillaeeoua shale, 3 

Ironstone, 2 

Shale parting, ........... 2 

Ironatoue, .2 

Fire-clay, I to 2 

Coal-rash, 2 

Coal, 18in. to 2 

Dark gray and ferruginous clay, 

From Ilaguewood prairie there is a fine view of the Short mountain, as 
shown by Plate B. 

At the ford on the Short mountain creek, near the base of the Short 
mountain, in Franklin County, there arc several fine beds of carbonate ot 
iron, interstratified with shale, as exhibited in the following section : 

Feet. Inclieg. 

Ochrey clay, 

Shale, .1 

Dark-gray shale, .......... 1 

Carbonate of iron, from 1 to 2 
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Stale, ■ . 1 

Carbonate of iron, .......... 1 

Shale, e 

Carbonate of iron, 1 

Shale, 2 

Carbonate of iron, from 1 to 2 

Shale, 6 

Carbonate of iron, 1 

Shale. 

Thia, together with similar beds to be found at the baae of the Short 
Mountain, might afford sufficieut ore to supply a furnace. The dip of the 
strata is about 2° southwest. 

By estimation, the mountain Hiust be about five hundred feet high. It 
is capped with sandstone, but the principal mass of the mountain is com- 
posed of shales, similar to those in the Petit Jean range. 

One mile east of Ozark road, close to Hurricane creek, the blacksmiths 
have opened a coal-bank, which they report two feet thick, and at Lee's, 
on the Grand Prairie, some coal has also been found. 

From one to two miles northwest of the Main Short Mountain is Little 
Short Mountain, which presents towards its top two benches of sandstone, 
with about fifty feet of soft schistose sandstone intervening. 

A considerable area of the Grand prairie, in the vicinity of Judge Ald- 
ridge'a, is underlaid by coal. On Section 28, Township 8, Range 28 west, 
I found the coal in the bed of a branch running through that prairie, 
resting on a brown stigmaria clay, and covered by brown shale two feet, 
over which is ferruginous gravel and clay from one to two feet thick. 

At Stony point, on Section 25, Township 8, Eange 29 west, a fine even- 
bedded sandstone crops out from an elevated position, forming a rocky 
eminence in the midst of the Grand prairie, where fine building-stones of 
almost any dimensions might be obtained. This rock has a slight easterly 
dip, and undoubtedly runs under the coal in the prairie. When newly 
quarried tliis stone works free under the chisel and hardens by exposure. 
!From Stony Point there is a most extensive prospect in all directions over 
the Grand prairie, and far in the distance to the east can be seen looming 
Tip the western extremity of the Magazine Mountain, as represented in 
the lithographic view> plate C, flanked on the north by subordinate hills 
in distant perspective. 

The dip of the Grand prairie in Franklin county is irregular. About 
half a mile east of Stony Point there are two anticlinals, or axes of dislo- 
cation, crossing each other at right angles, one running nearly east and 
west; the other, north and south. This irregularity in the dip brings 
the harder rocks occasionally to the surface, and at the same time cuts 
out the coal. The elevated ridges in the prairie are formed in this way. 
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Soils have been collected for analyses in the Grand prairie, but the 
analyses are not, as yet, completed. 

In passing from the Grand prairie south into Scott county, towards 
Boonville, four to five anticlinals are passed over, with intervening syncli- 
nal valleys ; the latter are usually parallel prairies ; the former wooded 
ridges. One of the anticlinals is near Boonville, between Petit Jean and 
King's creek ; one at the foot of a high ridge, where the dip is very suddenly 
reversed to the south, and is continued into the next low ridge beyond ; 
one in the Karrows of Six Mile creek, near Chisholme's, where the north 
dip is well marked in the sandstone in sight of the old Chisholme house; 
one in Oak Eidge, before descending to the next creek, where the south 
dip is again seen ; and one a mile south of the edge of the Grand prairie. 

Then on the south side of Petit Jean, the north dip ia well marked in 
the sandstone on Cook's farm. Thus, there are at least five great waves 
or breaks in the strata, accompanied with reversals of dip, between the 
Grand prairie and Sugar creek valley, showing bow much the country has 
been convulsed since the deposition of the millstone grit, that formation 
as well as the coal being implicated in the disturbance. 

The strata here, as in the preceding counties, consist of shales which 
are frequently red and ferruginous, alternating with sandstones. 

Coal is not as abundant, so far as I have yet seen, in Scott as in Franklin, 
It is found, however, on the coal branch of King's creek, dipping to the 
east. Though only a few inches thick where first entered, it increases to 
a foot by following it along the dip. It is covered by a considerable 
thickness of gray and variegated shales, over which are black shales. 

Considerable masses of ferruginous conglomerate are strewed in the bed 
of the creek, which seem to originate from partial segregations of this rock 
amongst the shale. The succession below the coal seems to be as follows: 

SLale, Shale, 

Coal, Building stone 

A chalybeate spring issues from this last rock, where it rises from 
beneath the bed of the creek. 

At the steep, rocky ridge, four miles west of Petit Jean, the sandstone 
at the top dips at an angle of 12°, south 10° to 20° west, the same as 
at the stone-quarry on Coal Branch creek ; only, there, the dip is east of 
south instead of west of south. 

The succession in this ridge is : 



Feet. laali. 
Flaggy sandstones in beds of from two to nine inches in thiclineEs, . , , 15 00 
Ferruginous, sandj, and variegated aliftlea, interstratified with bands of sandstone, 100 00 
Soft shales decomposing into a red claj, also with Eome bands of sandstone, forming 
the principal mass of the base of the bill, and passing downwards into soft, 
ferruginous shalj sandstone, 200 00 
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If there is a continuous southerly dip from the Bynclinal of Petit Jean 
river, these shales and sandstones must underlie the coal in the coal branch 
of King's creek. 

There is another coal in Six-mile creek, and, also on iSig creek. 

Between Waldron and Caleb Baker's, the strata are very much disturbed, 
frequently turned almost on edge; and, judging from the extensive surface 
passed over on the edges of highly inclined strata, the shales and sand- 
stones of the Millstone Grit must have been of enormous thickness. 

At Caleb Baker's, in Section 35, Township 2, Eange 29 west, there is 
the largest body of limestone in this part of Arkansas. 

At the southwest corner of Section 36, Township 2, Range 29 west, the 
limestone is of a dark-gray color, associated with black flints, as in "Wiley's 
cove. Most of the limestone has a brecciated character, and the angle of 
dip is sometimes as high as from 50° to 80°. Veins of calc spar are not 
unfrequently met Vi'ith, which have induced some of the early settlers to 
dig for ore. Some of the beds of this limestone produce, when properly 
burnt, a very fine white lime, viz., the fine-textured gray rock. The gene- 
ral dip of the limestone is a little west of south. 

Two miles south of west from Caleb Baker's, on the main Fourche la 
Fave, heavy beds of limestone are seen at intervals for four miles. 

On Mil! creek, there is abundance of white and yellow iron pyrites, 
which attracted much attention among the first settlers. 

This limestone undoubtedly marks the limits of the coal south in Scott 
County. 

This la one of the few examples of Subcarboniferous Limestone exposed 
on the surface south of the Arkansas river, and must always be an impor- 
tant locality in a country where limestone is so scarce, 

A sot of post-oak soils was collected one mile from "Waldron, from Sec- 
tion 17, Township 3, Hange 21 west, based on dark gi-ay shales, with some 
calc spar disseminated. 

This soil has been analyzed, and will be found recorded in Dr. Peter's 
Keport, Nos. 360, 861, 362. 

Another set of soils was collected in Scott County, from the bottom lands 
of the Poteau river, on Section 15, Township S, Range 13 west, on Dr. 
Smith's farm, where the growth is sweet-gum, elder, maple, blackberry, 
black-oak, and box-elder, with an undergrowth of spice and pawpaw. 

These soils have also been analyzed and recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, 
Nos. S45, 346, 347. 

About 275 feet below the top of the Chalybeate Ilill, a strong chalybeate 
water issues from the feiTuginous sandstones in the southern slope of that 
hill, and considerable iron ore is strewed along the hillside. This water is 
a saline chalybeate, possessing strong deoxidizing powers. It is situated 
near the line between Sections 16 and 21, Township 3, North Range 30 
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west, probaWy towards the southwest corner of 16. This would be a most 
valuable mineral water for invalids requiring a pure tonic with a slight 
alterative influence combined. 

The spring water rising from the shales of the milletone grit, in the 
Poteau valley, at Dr. James H. Smith's, was also tested qualitatively, and 
found to contain principally chloride of sodium, a trace of bicarbonate 
of lime, and a trace of bicarbonate of magnesia. 

The west branch of the Poteau river was also tested, and found to con- 
tain less chlorides, and more carbonates of the alkaline earths. 



SECTION V. 



SEBASTIAN CODNTY. 



The prairie regions are more extensive in this county than in any other 
ill the State. 

The coal is also thicker and more extensive than in any other part of 
Arkansas. 

Almost every synclinal, from tlie Arkansas river to the Poteau range, 
brings in the shale and underlying coal, producing at the same time that 
retentive and impervious clay soil peculiar to the prairies of Western 
Arkahsas. 

Commencing in the northern part of the county, we find coal on the 
Garrison prairie, cropping out in the southwest quarter of Section 2, 
Township 8 north, Range 82 west. This coal is from eight to fifteen inches 
in thickness, and is most probably the same coat whicii was struck in the 
well at the mill at Van Buren, in Crawford County. 

From observations on the dip, which is towards the north, it is probable 
thafthis coal could be struck by shafts at all points in the prairie north 
of the Section previously mentioned, hut runs out in a low synclinal to 
the south. All the coal, so far as my observation goes, found in the Gar- 
rison prairie, is too thin to be worked to any great extent, except for 
neighborhood use. 

The most important locality of coal in Sebastian lies on the southern 
edge of Long prairie, known as the Jenny Lind coal, in the northwest 
and southeast quarters of Section 33, Township 7, Eange 31 west. 

The following is a section of this coal as it occurs at Greene's bank, in 
the northwest quarter of the above-mentioned Section of land : 
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Rusty, ferruginous, gray eIieiIps, ivitli segregations of iron ore, ■ . . 5 6 

A streak of blnck shale. 

A few inches of coal. 

A few inches of black eliale. 

Upper member of the main coal, , . 2 5 

Clay parting, L 

Lower member of main coal, 2 2 

Coal rash (a few iachea). 

This coal is, therefore, four feet seven inches in thicknesa, and is said 
sometimes to attain a thickness of five feet and over. 

The following is the chemical analysis of a specimen taken from the 
upper member; 



Volatile matter 13.To I ^J'"'"' 



Cuke, 






82,25 



Ashes (flesh color), . 4.00 
100.00 

This coal swells «p considerably in coking. 

The dip of the coal and associate strata is north 40° -west, at an angle of 
from 2° to 3°. The shale parting is full of the remains of stigraaria and 
sigillaiia. 

After exposure, the coal taken from the upper member frequently exhi- 
bits iridescent hues. It stands exposure tolerably well. If it were mined 
■with more care, in rejecting the interlaminated shale and pyritiferous 
segregations, it would greatly contribute to increase the reputation and 
value of the coal in the market. 

At Long's opening, on the southeast quarter of Section 32, Township 
7 north, Eange 31 west, the coal has the same thickness. The only dif- 
ference is, that the clay parting is from half an inch to an inch thicker 
than at Greene's bank. The dip is nearly the same, north 35° to 40° west 

A specimen from this bank yielded by analysis : 



Volatile matter, 



r rn i Fixed carbon, 

( Ashes [light' brown), . 



This coal swelled up a great deal in coking, and gave off a gas which 
burnt with a strong flame. 

These analyses prove this coal to be eemi-bituminous, like some of the 
coals in George creek valley, Maryland, and are far richer in fixed carbon 
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than most of the coals in the "Western States ; and therefore of course 
almost twice as durable in the fire with proper access of air. It contains 
just enough volatile combustible matter to keep it ignited without the 
artificial blast retjuired for anthracite. If it can he mined free from pyrites 
and shale, it is one of the moat valuable kinds of eoal that can be offered 
in the market, especially for manufacturing purposes, if it be properly- 
managed under a knowledge of its composition. 

There is little or no difference in the level of the coal at the two openings. 

The fiaggy sandstone seen in the neighborhood of the Jenny Lind coal, 
seems to pitch under the coal, as no coal has been found by sinking under 
this rock. I regard it, therefore, as the equivalent of the flaggy sandstone 
underlying the coal in Johnson and Franklin counties. From the dip of 
the strata, the coal seems to pitch obliquely under the Long prairie, but 
probably rises and runs out in the flank of the ridge separating this prairie 
from the Maasard prairie. 

From the geological position of the Jenny Lind coal, there is no reason 
to believe that another workable coal could be found by sinking shafts 
under the level of this coal, since it occupies a position under the shales 
of the Millstone Grit, where only one bed of workable coal is to be antici- 
pated ; an opinion which has been confirmed by the pal^ontological 
observations, made last'season, by M. Lesquereux. 

The Jenny Lind eoal is situated from eight to ten miles from the 
Arkansas river.* Both its quality and thickness must exercise a most 
important influence on the future prospects of Sebastian county, espe- 
cially in the location of lines of railroad in the valley of the Arkansas 
river. I have already descanted on this elsewhere. 

On Big creek there is a three foot coal, probably equivalent to the 
Jenny Lind coal, which is spoken well of by the blacksmiths. 

In the ridge south of the Jenny Lind eoal, judging by the dip of the 
strata and character of the rocks, the eoal must run out. A sudden 
reversal of the dip, however, brings the coal in again on James's fork, and in 
Hodge's prairie. The summit-level between Long prairie and James's 
creek is two hundred and forty feet, and is composed of shale, capped 
with sandstone, dipping at an angle of 30°, south 10° to 20° east. A cellular 
sandstone is intercalated in the mass of the shale of this ridge ; which rock 
I find persistent throughout this part of Arkansas, and is undoubtedly, 
when deep-seated in the synclinal troughs, a saliferous or salt-bearing 
sandstone. 

The coal on the Sand ridge branch of James's fork, in Section 22, Town- 
ship 6, Itange 33 west, is owned by G, B. Morrow on the McMurtery 
estate. This coal, as far as entered, is three and a half feet, and seems to 

* From tbe Jenny Lind coal to the Arkansas river, at the mouth of VacheGrassaitte distance 
is said to be oul; eight miles. 
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be increasing in thickness as it is followed into the bank. It is divided 
into two membera of about equal thickness, by a shale parting of one inch, 
and rests on a bed of white clay. It dips nearly south towards the branch. 
The entry is on the west edge of the small McMurtery prairie; on the 
north side, about one and a quarter mile distant, is the Morrow eoal- 
bank. 

The succession of strata in the ridge between the Jenny Lind and 
the James's fork coal, appears to be as follows : 

Thlii-bedded and fla^gj Eardstone. 

Heaiiier-bedded sandstone (ihe Greenwood building-stone.) 

Cellular or salifeioua sandstone. 

Thinner- bedded sandstone with argillaceous flakea, containing Ecjviisetaceie and other fossil 

plants. 
Tariegated shales. 

These strata, which geologically belong under the coal, must have a 
thickness of 500 or 600 feet or more. A measurement was made by the 
aneroid barometer, on June SOtli, 1859, of the peak of the Sugar-loaf 
range, near the Line road, in the vicinity of Taylor's. It was found to 
be 1230 feet above Taylors, and 1410 feet above Thomas Hieks's. 

The structure of the mountain was found to be, approximately, aa 
follows : 

Fe^t. 
Scbislose sandstone with intercalHled bands of sandstone, . . . 'MO 

Conspicuous bench of beavj-bedded sandstone. 90 

Dark gray and variegated shales (easily decomposing), .... tiOO 

From the summit of the Sugar-loaf Mountain, there is an extensiv.e pros- 
pect into the Indian country on the west, with a perfectly conical peak in 
the foreground, a few miles beyond the Indian boundary, of considerably 
greater elevation than the peak measured. 

On "West creek, a branch of James's creek, a two-foot coal has been 
opened by the blacksmiths, at two different localities about two and a half 
miles apart. 

A thick bed of coal occurs on James's fork, one mile north of west of 
Sugar creek Post-office, known aa the More coal-bank. It is supposed to 
be six feet thick. 

Three and a half miles east of More's mill, there is a good coal on the 
property of John K. Smoot, on the waters of James's fork. Also, at 
Squire Sorrel's, three miles south of James's fork, of which coal there is 
only about one foot exposed in the bed of the stream, but extending to an 
unknown depth below. The probable thickness is about two feet. Here, 
the coal dips at an angle of 4° to 5°, north 10° to 20° west. 

There are a number of coal-banka in this vicinity, all within eight milea 
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of each other. I had an opportunity of examining a good natural exposure 
of coal three-quarters of a mile below More's mill, oa James's fork. It 
crops out under a bank of variegated, ferruginous shalea, with numerous 
thin bands of slaty and kidney hydrated oxide of iron. The coal is three 
and a half feet to four feet in thickness, and dips at an angle of nearly 1°, 
10° to 20° west of north. There are black shale and eoal-raah, measuring 
about nine inches, insinuated between the coal and the fire-clay. The coal 
li';a fifteen feet above the waters of James's Creek. 
A section of this bank is as follows : 

feet. InohBH. 

Sandatone with calaiuUes, 

Variegated shalea with iron ore 210 

Coal, 3 6 

Black shale and coal-rash, . . . . . . . 1^ in. to 1 

Fire-clay, 10 

Fiaggj aancUtone with > calami tea, 

This coal lies very conveniently for mining, as it can be worked without 
being incommoded by water, which is apt to be the case with most of the 
coals in this part of Sebastian county. 

The flaggy sandstone forms the foundation of the dam at More's mill, 
where it dips east of south. Ifo doubt the coal could be entered here, from 
the appearance of the black shale and eoal-dirt in the crumbled bank. 

On the northeast part of the northwest quarter of Section 26, Township 
5 north, Range 31 west, is a four-foot coal on Cherokee creek, on the pro- 
perty of John R. Smoot. This coal is covered witii three or four feet of 
gray shale, and dips nearly north 45°. This locality is convenient for 
mining, as the coal is in a sufficiently elevated "position to be worked 
without being incommoded by the waters of the creek. An outcrop of 
coal is also seen on this creek, near the water's edge, but only about eight 
inches in thickness, and covered by a bank of solid shale, from twelve to 
fifteen feet in thickness. 

Coal also shows itself on the southeast comer of Section 24, Township 
5 north, Range 31 west; also on the southwest corner of Section 23, 
Tojvnship 5 north. Range 31 vcest, and can be traced for about half a mile, 
maintaining a thickness of about four feet. 

On the southeast of Section 9, Township 4 north, Range 32 west, coal is 
again visible on the property of Timothy Blood worth ; also on Section 27, 
Township 5 north. Range 31 west. This latter bank is from twenty to 
twenty-five feet above the bed of the creek, and has never been properly 
opened so as to show its whole thickness. 

It is probable that the whole of Ilodges's prairie, north of these coal 
outcrops, is underlaid by this bed of coal, which could be reached by 
shafts of moderate depth. 

From John Gillstraps's, in Ilodgea'a prairio, there is a fine view of the 
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Cortea Mountain, whicli is the eastern termination of the Sugar-loaf range. 
See plate D. 

According to the Btatement of the inhabitants, this mountain was mea- 
sured by Martin, the surveyor, and reported to be 1500 feet high. 

A coal is reported on the Petit Jean, eight miles from Terman's, near 
the edge of Sebastian county. 

A set of soils was collected for chemical analysis from Section 12, Town- 
ship 5 north, Range 31 west, on Hodges's prairie, from the farm owned 
by John Gillstraps, where the red Sumach land prevails. 

The results of the analysis are recorded in Dr. Peter's Reports, Nos. 
351, 352, 353. 

The coal-beds of Sebastian extend south into the base of the Poteau 
Mountains, but, so far as my observation goes, are of no great thickness 
in these mountains. 




SECTION VI. 

POLK COUNTY. 

The northern part of this county is exceedingly mountainous. On the 
north it is bounded by the high range of the Fourehe la Fave, which rises 
to a' height of more than a thousand feet above the Poteau valley. South 
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of Dallas it is traversed by the complicated range of the Cossitott moua- 
tains. 

There is no county in the State that exhibits stronger evidence of power- 
ful internal convulsions and disruption of the strata. Almost everywhere 
the etrataare highly inclined; and there are numerous instances of a nearly 
vertical position of the beds. 

One of the most conspicuous instances is found on Boardcamp creek. 
At the third crossing of this stream, on the road from Dallas to Dr. Gil- 
liam's, that conspicuous landmark, known as the Standing Rock, rises 
from out the crumbling shaiea, like an artificial piece of masonry, to the 
height of ninety feet above the creek, as shown in the woodcut at the head 
of this Section. The beds of the millstone grit are not only thrown out 
of their original position, but are highly metamorphosed. The main wall 
of the Standing Rock has been altered from a sandstone to a crisp, brittle 
quartzite, of white and smokj'-gray colors, with sometimes a caieedonic 
lustre and appearance. This metamorphism has undoubtedly been produced- 
by the prolonged action of hot alkaline, eiiicious waters, as explained in 
the first chapter when treating of the novaculitea of Hot Spring County. 
The shaiea, doubtless from their impervious nature, are much less altered 
than the sandstones and grits. These are, however, in some instances, 
modified into argillo-silieioua, or argiUo-raagnesian elates, more or less 
indurated ; and near the confines of Arkansas and the Choctaw country, 
they have been altered into a fine quality of roofing-slate, fully equal, if 
not superior, to the best quality of Vermont slate, now an extensive article 
of commerce throughout the United States. Amongst other modifications 
of various varieties of sandstone and slate in the Cossitott range, we find a 
black, petro-silicious, flinty rock, having a prismatic or columnal struc- 
ture. There are also layers of petro-sllieioua slate, as well aa kiesel-schiefer. 

The main mass otiho east and west ridges of the Cossitott mountains is 
composed of bard quartzite, petro-silicioua rock, and varieties of black 
slates, more or less indurated. The deep valleys have been scooped out 
of the softer shales, as they lie nearly turned on edge. For miles along 
the road, which winds along the base of the high peaks, following usually 
the course of some stream, you may travel upon the upturned edges 
of this wonderful development of the millstone grit formation, as it is 
exposed in an almost endless repetition of such masses of metamorphosed 
shales and sandstones, as above described, forming, perhaps, one of the 
most instructive examples of tilted and altered strata to be found in the 
United States, 

One of the highest peaks of the Cossitott range, known as the Hanna 
Mountain, was ascended, and the height measured with the aneroid 
barometer. It was found to be 1000 feet above Cossitott creek, which 
washes the base. In the ascent of this mountain, immense parallel walla 
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of quartzite, and caleedonie chert, and dull, milky, cherty quartz, along 
with a hard and very brittle variety of novaculite quartz rock, may bo 
followed running up the flanks of the mountain, with deep ravines of 
loose, crumbled, incoherent shales between, which are almost inaccessible. 
These rocks dip at an angle of 70°, north 20° west, the etrike-line being 
west 20° south. One of these beds of hard, caleedonie quartz rises and 
forms the first bench on the mountain, 640 feet above the creek. The 
flag on the north of tins wall is formed of red shales. The summit is 
white, caleedonie quartzite. 

The Ilanna peak has generally been regarded as the highest part of the 
range; but on sweeping the level on the summit of it, there are other 
peaks seen off to the east, three or four miles distant, which must be 
from seventy-five to one hundred feet higher. 

Every one of the numerous peaks seems to he formed by a wall of hard, 
quartzose rock, running from the bases, obliquely, up the mountain, and 
cutting through the centre of the peak. This hard material has with- 
stood the vicissitudes of time for ages ; while the incoherent shales, 
disintegrating rapidly, are finding their way from the higher situations 
into the valleys. 

These mountains might afford some fine varieties of hone-stone, if not 
too hard and too much fractured. There is one porous variety of silicious 
rock found in the vicinity of the Gap Springs, which might afibrd tolerable 
burr millstones. 

If we may judge from the numerous axes of disturbance, and the pecu- 
liar character of the rock, there is every reason to anticipate the existence 
of minerals in the Cossitott range ; more especially as there is consider- 
able resemblance, in many points, between the formations of these regions, 
and some of the celebrated mining districts of the Hartz Mountains. As 
yet, however, no important discoveries have been made in Polk county, in 
the few rude attempts which have been made in exploring these mountains. 
"VYe shall see, however, in a subsequent section, that on the southern 
borders of this formation, where it extends into Sevier county, there are 
metallic veins of interest and importance. Many a citizen from Carolina 
and Georgia has attempted to wash for gold in some of the gorges of the 
Cossitott range ; but without any success, so far as I have been able to 
learn. Still, this country is so wild and broken, that metallic veins might 
be easily overlooked which could be discovered by systematic, detailed 
surveys. Some bodies of iron ore, pyrites, and plumbaginous slates, are 
all that I have yet seen, in the way of minerals, in this region. 

There are several mineral waters in this county. Those of the Gap 
Springs, and Baker's Springs, are the best known. The Gap Springs 
were tested qualitatively at the fountain-head. They are alkaline, sul- 
phuretted waters, very slightly impregnated with free, sulphuretted hydro- 
gen. The principal constituents are: 
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Chloride of sodmm, Bicarbonate of alkali, 

Sulphate of soda, And probably a liltle sulpliuret of alkali, 

Sulphate of magnesia, A trace of carlionate of lime. 

An examination of fhe so-called alum spring, gave indication a of the 
same ingredients, with the exception of the absence of sulphur, the pre- 
sence of iron, and a larger proportion of sulphates. These waters will 
have a mild, aperient effect, comhined with a slight alterative action on 
the system. 

The qualitative analysis made at the fountain-head of the "Baker's Sul- 
phur Spring," now owned by Major B. Hempstead, and situated in Town- 
ship 5 north, Eaiige 29 west, showed it to be an alkaline, saline, and 
sulphuretted water, containing as its characteristic constituents : 

Carbonate of alkali, which is probablj in the state of carbonate of soda, 

Chloride of sodium, 

A small quantilj of free, sulphuretted hydrogen, 

Traces of sulphate of soda and mngiieaia. 

"When boiled down it exhibits strong alkaline properties. Its medical 
properties are a mild laxative; a diuretic, antiscorbutic, slightly alterative, 
and strongly antacid. This spring rises from the slate at the base of a 
ridge of quartzose sandstone. 

There are also several other mineral springs in this neighborhood, in 
Polk County. One at Samuel Gray's, on Section 20, Township 5 north. 
Range 29 west, its temperature 58°, the air being 52°. The main cha- 
racteristic constituents of this water are : 

Carbonate of soda, Chloride of sodium. Traces of sulphate of 

Sulphuret of sodium, Traces of sulphate of soda, magnesia. 

Its medical properties will be found to be analogous to those of 
" Baker's Spring." 

IN'athan Aldridge's Sulphur Spring contains the same constituents, only 
differing slightly in the proportions. 

Accounts are given of extraordinary explosions having been heard in 
Polk County, with other evidence of still slumbering igneous action; but 
whether any reliance is to be placed on them is still doubtful. 

The town spring, at Dallas, was tested at the fountain-head, and found 
to be a tolerably pure water, containing only traces of carbonates, chlo- 
rides, and sulphates of the alkalies and alkaline earths. 

Near Perren's mill, on the Saline, there is a white variety of iron ore, 
which is said to produce a very malleable iron. 

Mr. 3^. Eldridge reports having found a piece of lead ore on his pre- 
mises about the size of an egg. Tiiis locality lies very nearly on the line 
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of the vein of argentiferous galena, which will be spoken of in the Section 
under Sevier County. 

In the vicinity of the "Baker Spring," the ridges of Bandstonea and 
shales of the millstone grit are of less elevation than in the centre of Polk 
County; and they continue to decline, soutliward, towards the line of Sevier 
County. 

The ridgea passed over, between "Baker's Springs" and Lebow'a, had 
the following elevations above the Cosaotott River ; 350 feet, 380 feet, 450 
feet, and 565 feet, 

Along the "Line road," the soil produced hy the disintegration of the 
sandstones and red ahalea, seems to be peculiarly congenial to the growth 
of the sweet potato ; especially when, as is frequently the case, the surface 
soil is of a fine, loose, silicious nature, resting on a red clay. 

At the time we were there, Mr. Lebow was just harvesting his sweet 
potatoes, which gave a yield of one hundred bushels to the acre, single 
potatoes weighing from three to four pounds. 

A sample of thia soil was collected for chemical analysis. Time has not 
yet permitted the completion of the analysis. 

A set of soils wore collected from Polk County, on the farm of Philip 
Cayle, Section 33, Township 2 south. Range 30 west ; where the growth 
is red, black, white, and post oak, dogwood, black walnut, wild cherry, 
yellow pine, red elm, and hickory. These are rather red soils, derived 
from the red shales of the millstone grit. These have been analyzed, and 
are recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 363, 364, and 365. 



SECTION vir. 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 



The sandstones and shales of the millstone grit, in the middle part of 
this county, have suffered leas from disturbance and metamorphisni than 
in the preceding county. The sandstones appear in far greater develop- 
ment and heavier masses, forming a conspicuous part of the sections of the 
Crystal mountain, 

I have already treated at length, in Chapter I, of the formation of rock 
crystal, which constitutes the most important geological feature of thia 
county. It only remains to add here a few minor details. 

^Numerous attempts have been made at mining and exploring for ores 
at the head of Gap creek. These diggings have mostly been made where 
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a kind of chloritic slate ia intersected by veins of quartz and calc spar; 
also at the junction of the slate and limestone. 

Hardin and others struck some lead ore, on Gap creek, in crevices in 
dark-blue limestone, veined with white ; after passing through a sheet 
of lead ore of about four inches they came upon a cap rock of limestone, 
which they went through ; but finding no ore beneath this they abandoned 
the diggings. Some 400 lbs. of lead were obtained at this opening. 

James Coggburn. and others were induced al?o to undertake some explo- 
rations for ores in the Caddo mountains, but without any important result, 
having discovered only a variety of hydrated oxide of iron, presenting, as 
these ores often do, a superficial film resembling copper, and an imperfect 
kind of plumbago. The latter was struck in a pit, sunk twenty feet in a 
dark unctuous slate, known as Fitzgerald's diggings. 

The vein of iron ore ti-averses a kind of smoky cherty rock in a nortli- 
east and southwest direction. 

These discoveries, of little interest in themselves, are of importance as 
lying nearly in the course line of a metallic vein which traverses the 
greater portion of the State, and is described in the Section on Sevier 
County. 

Near the terminus of the Crystal hill, near Dr. Johnson's, some silicious 
iron ore has been discovered at the junction of the limestone and slate. 
Some pieces of lead ore have been found on a branch of the Walnut fork, 
one mile southwest of S. Preston's. 

The most fertile portion of Montgomery County is in Caddo cove, in the 
southwest corner of the county, where considerable bodies of subcarboni- 
ferous limestone reach the surface. It lies in the midst of slate, dipping 
at an angle of 28°, north 20° west, and varies from eight to ten feet in 
thickness. Sometimes this rock has a dark ground, veined with white, 
and is sufficiently hard to take a polish. In such situations marble of con- 
siderable beauty might be obtained, 

A soil was collected for chemical analysis in Caddo cove, where the 
growth is beech and magnolia, but time has not permitted the analysis 
to be carried out. 

Three or four persons, during certain seasons of the year, make a busi- 
ness of quanying and blasting out rock crystal in the Crystal mountain of 
this county. It is estimated that they get out and sell about $1000 worth 
of rock crystal in the course of the season. This is disposed of, partly in 
specimens sold to the visitors at the Hot Springs, and partly to jewellers 
for gems and other purposes of the trade. 

Several mineral waters in this county were tested qualitatively at the 
fountain-head as follows: 

Mattock Spring, which issues from the slate in a ravine below Mattock's 
house, not far from limestone, is a strong alkaline sulphuretted water, 
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containing aulpliuret of sodium, bicarbonate of magnesia (strong), bi- 
carbonate of lime, chloride of magnesia, a trace of chloride of sodium 
and silica. 

This water hag remarkable effect on the tincture of Campeachy, due, I 
believe, to the reaction of the sulphuret of alkali present, and contrasting 
strongly with the same test added to the waters of Kates's creek, near by, 

The Whisenaut Chalybeate Spring, near Kates's branch of the Ouachita, 
is an alkaline chalybeate, containing 

Bicarbonate of iron, Bicarbonate of soda, 

Bicarbonate of lime, Sulphate of magnesia (trace), 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, Sulphate of soda (trace). 

This water has a alight deoxidizing effect on salts of soda. 
J. B. Lemon's chalybeate water is a hold spring. It contains 

Bicarbonate of iron, Chloride of sodium, 

Bicarbonate of iirae, (and perhaps a trace of) 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, Carbonate of alkali. 

It has only a feeble deoxidizing effect- 
Iron's Sulphur Springs are situated on the Sulphur fork of the north 
branch of the Ouachita. There are four principal springs which are situated 
within about half a mile of each other, known as the "White, Black, and 
Ked Sulphur, &c. They all contain essentially the same ingredients, but 
in different proportions. They are alkaline saline waters, with traces of 
sulphuret of alkali and free sulphuretted hydrogea. 
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SECTION VIII. 



HOT EPEINQ COUNTY. 



In Chapter I, I Lave already wntten at length on the origin of the Hot 
Springs and the Novaculite Eock in this County. There remain, however, 
some further remarks to be made on these and other subjecta in this 
Section. 

Aa the Hot Springs of Arkansas are of so much general interest, not 
only to the State, but to the people throughout the United States generally, 
I have prepared a Chart, representing the relative position of the principal 
springs, and giving their relative elevation above Hot Spring creek and 
their temperature ; also 'the system of pipes and troughs by which their 
waters are conducted to the various baths and the public kitchen, indi- 
cating, at the same time, the general topographical features of the southern 
slope of the novaculite ridge from which they issue, and the surface of 
which is completely coated with calcareous tufa. This tufa, near the edge 
of Hot Spring creek, forma a conspicuous cliff, tlic accumulation of suc- 
cessive depositions during a series of ages. 

The Chart is interesting, not only as. affording evidence of the high tem- 
perature of the Hot Springs, but aa demonstrating that the level of 
many of them is sufficiently high for the water to be conducted to the tops 
of the very highest building that might be constructed in the valley of Hot 
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Spring creek, so that the most convenient arrangements for distribution 
therein, for the purpose of baths, might be adopted, instead of the very 
imperfect and rude methods now in use. 

This improved plan, by which all the medical advantages and curative 
properties of the baths would be greatly enhanced to the public, while the 
cost to individuals might be considerably diminished, would, no doubt, be 
fully carried out, were the property of the Hot Springs to be purchased by 
the State, or the United States, — a proposition which, I understand, baa 
been already under public consideration. 

As the temperatures were taken at different times with different tber- 
mometers, the temperatures given oa the Chart are the means taken by 
Green's standard, 

I have, however, appended a tabular list, with numbers corresponding to 
those in the Chart, and given not only the elevation in feet above the Hot 
Springcreek, but three columns of temperatures; those in the first column 
being the observations made on the 16th and 17th of October, 1859 ; in 
the second column, the temperatures by Green's thermometer, taken July 
10th, 1859; the third column, temperatures by Taylor's thermometer, takeu 
July 10th, 1859. 



LIST OF HOT SPRmGS, HOT SPKING COUNTY, ARKAKSAS. 



CORRBSPONDINa TO THOSE OS CHART. 
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2 
3 
4 
5 
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7 
8 
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92 

93 

91 

90 

90 
90 


Northwest Spring, enclosed witli Bloiie [eggs oouk soft 
in this spring) 

13feet, south 70° east, from No. 1, . . . . 

45 feet, 10' west of north, from No. 2, 

Intecmittent in temperature, . . . 135" to 

Near No, 4 ; distant from il onlj 1 5 feet, sonth 1 0° west. 

Also intermittent in teinperatare, 4i feet, south 10° east, 
from No. 5, 108" lo 

7Jftet, south 20° west, from No. G, . . . . 

2^ feet, west 20° south, from No. 4 

.Tust Moar o1^ ftbandoneii Mud Rath. 


140 

113 
145 
106 

112 
134 
144 
119 


143 
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26 
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42 
45 
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26 

W 
29 


1 
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6 


30 
31 
32 
33 


7 
42 


34 
35 

37 
38 
39 
40 


7 
5 
& 

2 

93 


41 
4 a 


94 
94i 



LIST OP HOT SPRINGS — CONTINUE! 



65 feet {about), soulli 45° west, from old abaadoiicd 

Mud bath, ........ 

Egg- Spring, Bold Spring (eggs cook soft in this spring 

in from 15 U> 20 minutes), 

Issuing from mound of tufa (eggs also cook soft in 

thia spring), 

Dae east of south end of Hale House, on Hot Spring 

creek, and 71 elevated above do.; supplies second 

Bath-house south of Pavilion Spring, 

Do 

Red Spring, near No. 14 and 13; 25 feet south 20° 

west from No. 14, 

Main Hot Spring that supplies Cloylon Bath-house, . 
Ferruginoua, near cliff of sandstone, . . , . 
Issues from a mound of tufa, and supplies in part, 

Kitchen Reservoir, 

Kitchen Main Hot Spring, 

Below Mud Bath House, or Pool of Bethesda ; this 

spring also contributes to Kitchen Reservoir, . 
Near No. 20, sends one branch to Clajton Bath house, 

and one contributes to Kitchen Reservoir, 
Sulphur Spriug, appears to bo intermittent in tempera- 



122° I 



" Alum" Spriug, 

" Hog" Spring, where hogs are scalded, close to Rec- 
tor, Hale, and Cliiyton Bath-house, . . . . 

Arsenic Spring, conies out from under cliff of tufa, 
near Pavilion, ....... 

In bed of Hot Spring creek, inaccessible. 

Spring, just south of Warren Bath-house, . 



Do. 

Spring, behind 

Do. 



do. 



Pavilion Spring, ...... 

Mud Bath, near by, 

Mud Bath House, 42 feet up hill, opposite Clajtoi 
House, called "Pool of Bethesda," 

Near Slab House, 

Just below do. ...... 

Behind Old Hale Bath-house, .... 

Do. 



do. 



Do. 

In bed of Hot Spriug creek, Inaccesible. 

Gain's Spring, beyond limits of Chart, about 600 feet 
distant from the Sulphur Spring No. 22, and elevated 
93 feet above Hot Spring creek, .... 

SmaU Spring, a few feet from No. 40, ... 



Do. 



do. 



In the valley of Hot Spring creek, the rock is mostly slate, passing into 
a kind of Kieselschiefcr, traversed sometimes by veins of Serpentine, wliieh 
has been collected, in favorable situations, and wrought into small orna- 
ments, such as brooches. The great mass of the Whetstone mountain, on 
the north, is composed of different varieties of Novaeuiite Kock, -which is 



,v Google 



104 GEOLOGICAL RECONNOISSANCE 

quarried extensively to supply the neighboring Whetstone mills ; but the 
greater quantity ia transported to mills located at New Albany, Indiana, 
where it is sawed and fashioned into whetstones of every description, and 
razor honestones; the finer and harder varieties are reserved for the 
use of the engraver. These finer varieties seem generally to lie below the 
coaraer. 

On account of the fissured and fractured condition of the rock it is 
difficult to obtain large perfect blocks, free from bard quartz veins. "Were 
it not for this circumstance it could be afforded at a mucb cheaper rate ; 
I believe it is wortb at the quarry, at present, about six cents per lb. 

For the same reason it ia difficult to distinguish the dip from the cleavage 
joints; the prevalent dip appears to be east, from 20° to 30° south, at an 
angle of about 42°. 

The strike line of the mountain is very nearly northeast and southwest; 
say 20°, north 30° east. 

The height of the "Whetstone mountain is about 500 feet above the road 
leading from the Hot Springs to the Chalybeate Spring. The growth is 
aeveral varieties of pine, oak, hickory and dogwood. About $3000 worth 
of this rock is cut out annually. The razor grit makes also a good whet- 
atone for bench-tools, but is not so much used for this purpose on account 
of its high price, which is seven cents to eight cents per lb., delivered at 
Little Rock. 

In some instances solid masses of the Novaculite rock have been got 
out weighing about 1200 lbs., which sold at the quarry for $2.60 per 100 
lbs,, or $3.00 delivered at Little Rock. The coarser varieties are usually 
wrought up into whetstones for bench-tools. 

The old Ouachita quarries are situated two and a half miles north of the 
Chalybeate Spring ; but very little is quarried there now, the rock being 
almost exclusively obtained, at present, at this "Whetstone mountain. 

One of the most interesting geological regions of Hot Spring County, 
and indeed of the State, is the Magnet cove, to which I have already 
alluded in Chapter I, in speaking of the principal localities of crystalline 
roeks throughout the State. This "Cove" is interesting, not only on 
account of the large body of magnetic iron ore which exists there, but also 
for the great variety of minerals and crystalline rocks which the region 
furnishes, of which a list is given in the first Chapter. Among them all 
the pure crystalline forms of Titanic acid are rendered the most important 
by their extensive use now in Dentistry. Some of the crystals of this 
mineral have been analyzed and proved to be as pure a form of Titanic 
acid, if not purer than any on record. 

The centre and southern part of the " Cove," nearly on Sections 19 and 
20, Township 3 south. Range 17 west, ia a fine agricultural region, being 
the farm formerly occupied by J. S. Conway, and now owned by Mr. 
Mitchell. On the east part of Section 20, there is a great bed of magnetic 
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iron ore, some of which exhibits polarity. It is not exposed in a high hill 
or mountain, aa in Missouri, but is on the same level with the cultivated 
fields adjoining, occupying a auperiieial area of the immediate surface of 
about eight acres ; the ground over this area being exclusively covered 
with fragments and blocks of magnetic iron ore occasionally mixed with 
loadstone. Beneath the surface it extends to an unknown depth. It has 
been penetrated from four to five feet without finding any change of the 
material, except that the loadstones seem to be more abundant on the 
eurl'ace. 

An analysis has been made of the magnetic iron ore with the following 
result : 

Insoluble matter, .^.20 

Moisture, 1.00 

Peroxiaeoficoii, CT.20 

Protoxide ol'iroii, 24.4(1 

Manganese, ............ .BO 

Tilaiiie acid, 1.20 

Alumina, 45 

Lime, magnesia, aud loss, 2.19 

100.00 

The lapping of the arable land on the margin of the magnetic iron ore 
conceals its relation to the adjacent rocks; but from the minerals ploughed 
up in the fields on the south and southeast, the magnetic iron ore seems to 
be surrounded, in part at least, with mica states. Along with the large 
flakes of this mineral, brought to the surface by the plough, are beautiful 
crystals of augite, and black garnets. 

Adjoining the flucan of mica is a schorlamite granite. Ou the west part 
of Section 19, where this rock is exposed in the bed of Cove creek, some 
gaiena is reported to have been found ; but none of any consequence was 
discovered when I examined the " Cove," 

A short distance on the west side of Cove creek, on the west part of 
Section 19, a heavy vein of calc spar forms a low ridge, twenty or twenty- 
five feet in height. This calc spar can be traced 400 yards ; and adjoining 
it, especially on the west, a great variety of minerals can be found, amongst 
which the ores of Titanium are the most interesting. Still further to the 
west and south, different varieties of granitic and augitic rocks prevail, 
succeeded on the northwest by the eo-cailed "Mountain rock," passing 
into quartzite and novaeulite. 

On the west side of the " Cove," near Powers's stand, very pure speci- 
mens of crystals of Titaiiic acid were found. Half a mile beyond Powers's, 
on the Rockport road, the varieties of quartzit:e and novaeulite rock com- 
mence, and continue most of the way to Rockport, where the novaeulite 
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rock forni8 natural abutments on the Ouacliita Eiver, already mentioned 
in the first Chapter, and represented in Plate A. 

On the south side of Ouachita River, Sections 34, 35, and 36, Township 
3 south, Range 18 west, there is a complete labj'rinth of high ridges, com- 
posed also of c[uartz and novaculite. 

Towards the north, up Cove creek, the rock is mostly slate, mixed with 
a kind of greenstone trap. 

On Moses AVood's farm there is a considerable vein of iron pyrites, 
which traverses a slate near the bed of Cove creek; this vein also contains 
some graphite and oxide of iron. Its course is 10° to 20° east of south. 
In the vein there is a kind of green soft flucan, composed of the debris of 
green talc and chlorite slate, and a light, porous, ferruginous, cherty rock, 
mixed with iron pyrites. The vein is about four yards wide. It is pro- 
bable that the true course of the vein is very nearly north and sOuth, since 
there is a strong magnetic disturbance, which prevents the needle from 
traversing, and deflects it, in some places, at least 45° to the oast. 

When Dr. Conway laid off the line between Moses "Wood's and Ash- 
brook's place, he found the deviation so great that he had to make an offset 
before he could make a true north and south line. 

Between the Hot Springs and Gulfer creek, on the road to Magnet 
cove, the rock is mostly reddish slate. 

Near the Fairchild's Mineral Spring, the rock is a kind of q^uartz por- 
phyry, amongst which a calc spar rock is also found. 

This mineral water was tested at the fountain-head, and the main con- 
stituents found to be 

Subcarbonate of soda, Sulphate of magnesia (Epsom salts), 

Chloride of sodium (common salt), Bicarbonate of lime, 

Sulphuret of sodium. Trace of free sulphuretted hydrogen. 

This ia a very strong alkaline, saline, sulphuretted water; the alkaline 
effect being the most prominent in its medical properties. 

The so-called "Upper Chalybeate Fairchild's Spring" was tested, and 
found to contain pretty much the same ingredients, only less sulphates. 
There was not much iron. 

The Lower "Chalybeate" contains rather more iron than any of the 
springs, but still a very small proportion. 

The so-called Sulphur Spring in the Magnet cove, on the property of 
Andrew Mitchell, Section 19, Township 2 south. Range 17 west, was also 
tested qualitatively at the fountain-head, and found to be an alkaline, 
saline water, similar in its properties to the Main Fairehild'a Spring, but 
less strongly impregnated with alkahes. 

Dr. Mitchell's Chalybeate Spring, on Stone-quarry creek, was also tested, 
and the main constituents found to be 
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Biciiibonate ol" irotj, Sulpliati; of soda, 

Bicarbonate of Hme, Sul[)li!ile of magnesia, 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, Subcarbonate of soda. 
Chloride of sodium [common salt), 

A mineral water was also tested one mile south of Powers's stand, and 
was found to be likewise alkaline, saline water, with a trace of aulpburetted 
hydrogen, the principal constituenta being 

Bicarbonate of limp, Sulphate of soda. 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, Sulpbate 6f magnesia. 

Chloride of aodium (common sail], Subcarbonule of soda. 

This spring difiera from the Mitchell Spring in containing less chloride 
of sodium. 

About one mile north of Eockport, tertiary limeetoncB make their 
appearance on the side of a hill, near the Chalybeate Spring. This is the 
most northerly point in Hot Spring County where I have been able to 
detect this formation, though the water in a well dug at Mr. "Wood's place, 
in Magnet cove, is hard limestone water, so that it is not improbable that 
these calcareous rocka may be found further north. 

Soils were eoJlected for chemical analysis, both from Andrew Mitchell's 
and "Wilmoth Mitchell's farms, viz., from Sections 20 and 19, Township 3 
south, Range 17 west; but time has not yet permitted the completion of 
the analysis of these soils. 



SECTION IX. 

SALINE COUNTY. 

The geological formation of this county is very analogous to that of 
Pulaski and Hot Spring counties, except that the slates of the millatone 
grit occupy a greater area in proportion to the sUicious rocks. 

As in Pulaski and Hot Spring counties, we have, in Saline, smail areas 
occupied by crystalline rocks. One of the principal protrusions of granite 
in this county is in Township 2 south, Range 14 west. Some of this 
granite is quite porphyritic, the felspar crystals standing out in prominent 
relief on the weathered surface. Some of this granite has a graphic 
appearance, and there are occasionally disseminated through it crystals of 
hornblende and (schorlamite ?) Some of this rock looks very much like 
zircon granite. 
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Several millstones have been quarried out of the above-named granite; 
the largest sized sell for $70 or $80. 

The granite range bears northwest and southeast, and is about one mile 
across from north to south, and nearly four miles in length. It seems to 
be a continuation of that on the roarehe, thougli it cannot be traced 
uninterruptedly along the surface. 

This granite soil yields forty bushels of corn to the acre. 
On the south fork of the Saline, Squire Brooks and Dr. Cox, in explor- 
ing for minerals, discovered rocks of undoubted igneous origin, of the 
nature of trap and hornblende ; as, for instance, on Section 32, Township 
1 north, Itange 17 west, with strong symptoms of metallic veins, contain- 
ing ores both of lead and copper. But the explorations were so superficial 
that only a very imperfect opinion of the productiveness of the vein can 
he formed; it lies however nearly in tlie line of the metallic vein run- 
ning from Pulaski to Sevier. 

The slate in the vicinity of the vein is somewhat talcose and chloritic, 
and is traversed by veins of quartz much contorted, and shows evidence 
of reversal of dip. 

The prevalent igneous rock of this region seems to be an augitic paste 
with imbedded crystals of hornblende. 

On Lindsay's branch of the south fork of the Saline, near Mrs. Richard- 
son's, granite was found in loose fragments ; and on instituting a search 
higher up the creek, a black crystalline, overlying basaltic rock was found 
conformable with and insinuated between layers of argillaceous slate and 
a black calcareous rock difiicult to distinguish externally from the basaltic 
rock itself. 

On Mill creek, at "Walter Lindsay's, on Section 26, Tovrnship 1 north, 
Eange IS west, search has been made for ores in a black plumbaginous 
slate containing alum and copperas, with oozings of oxide of iron. This 
slate dips north 34°. 

On the same Section, near Lindsay's house, blue limestone, veined with 
white, crops out in the hollow and from the opposite bank ; this will be 
of great importance to the neighborhood in an economical point of view. 

Some hydrated oxide of iron, incrusted with a bright copper-colored 
film, has been found on this Section, of the same character as that found 
in the southwest corner of Montgomery County. 

Mr. "Walter Lindsay has devoted considerable time to crystal-hunting, 
and has found some very beautiful green quartz crystals in Saline County, 
on the mountain fork of the Saline. 

Associated with the blue limestone of this part of Saline, there is a fine 
bed of gray limestone, with shining facets of calc spar, hearing west 20° 
Bouth, and east 20° north. It is adjoining this gray limestone, and running 
parallel with it, that the principal body of the oxide of iron is found, which 
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is one foot tViick at the surface, and widens from two to four feet on pene- 
trating the vein. 

The bed of limestone runs south of Iron Sulphur Spring, in a course a 
little south of west. 

In the hills about this part of Saline County, gray sandstone prevails, 
traversed by veins of white quartz, and not unfrequently with drusy quai-tz 
between the joints and fissures of the rock. 

Mr. Walter Lindsay informed me that he had panned for gold on Mill 
creek, between the bluff and the limestone, and obtained a small flake, 
which, however, I did not see, as he had sent it to hia son. 

The Alum fork of Saline receives its name from a conspicuous elitl' of 
alum slate, exposed fifty feet in vertical height, with a talus of forty-two 
feet at its base. 

In sheltered situations along this bluff, crystallizations of alum form 
and are collected by the inhabitants ; hence the name of Alum Blufl". As 
the rock contains pyrites, crystallizations of copperas are also found here. 

The slate lies horizontal, or with only a moderate dip of 2° to the east. 

The Alum Bluff is situated on the northeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of Section 33, Township 1 north, Range 17 west. 

At the ford of the Alum fork, on the middle of Hot Spring road, 
the slate dips a little south of west, so that its bearing differs but little 
from north and south. Near the crossing of the Mount Ida and Upper 
Hot Spring roads, there is a prominent wall or dyke, three or four feet 
wide, of milky quartz, bearing nearly east 20° south and west 20° north, 
which must traverse the slate diagonally, since a few hundred yards to the 
east, the slate is seen dipping west in the bed of a branch, while in a 
branch beyond, the slate dips west 15° north, at an angle of 41°. 

In the next hill limestone occurs, dipping at an angle of 26° or thereby. 
The limestone is of a dark bluish color, veined with white, as is usual 
with most of the limestone in this part of Saline county, showing itself 
in many places in the cuts of the Upper Hot Spring and Little Kock 
road. 

On the head of Lost creek, in the neighborhood of CoUegeville, and 
for several miles along the Camden and Little liock road, there are con- 
siderable bodies of limonite iron ore, similar to that described in Pulaski 
County, which deserve the attention of the iron-master. 

On Section 10, Township 2 south, Range 13 west, on the property of 
Alexander McPherson, is a considerable bed of compact lignite, which 
crops out at the source of a spring, and can be traced in the banks 
all around the basin of water. From the lowest point on the spring 
branch, where the lignite shows itself, up to the head of the spring, there 
is a difference of level often feet, but I have no idea that the lignite itself 
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has anything like tbia thickness; it is probably only from three to five feet 
thick. 

The approximate analysis of the McPherson brown coal or lignite, gave 
as follows : 



Volatile matter, 

Coke, .... 


55.4 f Moisture, 
1 Gas, , . 

44.5 f Fixed carb., 


19,8 
39.6 




100.0 (Asliesisraj-), 


5.0 
100.0 


Analysis by distillation 


of the same for 


the oil prod 


grammes ; 






Co':e, .... 




In per cent 
84.3^42.15 


Aramoniacal Liqaid, . 
Gas and Loss, 




50.3 = 25.15 
41.1=20.55 

200.0 lOO.OO 



Equal to 30.25 gallons of crude oil in 2000 lbs. of coal. 

I have written at large in Chapter I of the relative values of coal oil. 

The country around this lignite locality is mostly oak, hickory, and 
pine land, with occasional exposures of ferruginous sandstone and gravel 
of quaternaiy or tertiary date, 



SECTION X. 



SEVIBE COUHTT. 



Both in the physical features, and geological formation, the northern 
part of this county is similar to the southern part of Polk; and the 
appearance of the rocks is very much the same as that in the Bull Moun- 
tain, and on Kellogg creek, in Pulaski. 

The Bellah mine is situated in the northern part of the county, on 
Section 21 or 22, Township 7 north, Eange 32 west, four miles east of 
the western boundary of Arkansas. 

In a direction very nearly east and west, where the slate in a fissured 
condition shows signs of disruption, metallic ores can be traced imbedded 
in crevices of the same character, in almost every respect, with those 
found at the Kellogg mine, in Pulaski: namely, argentiferous galena, 
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6nlpliurets and carbonates of copper, carbonatea and eulphurets of zinc, 
red and brown oxides of iron, and iron pyrites. 

Some years since, attempts were made to explore this vein. A ditch 
was sunli six to ten feet deep, and nearly one hundred yards in length. 
Some six shafts of pits were dug, which are now, however, abandoned and 
filled with water. 

The debris about these old diggings prove that the vein must have 
been rich in these different ores, from the number of specimens strewed 
along the bank of the ditch and about the mouths of the shafts. 

There is every reason to believe that this is the extension of the 
Kellogg vein of Pulaski County, which, appearing at intervals, but less 
marked in its characters, runs nearly across the middie and western part 
of the State, in a course more or less from northeast to southwest, and 
gives strong confirmation to the opinion formerly expressed, that the 
course of this vein demands a detailed geological survey; both to deter- 
mine the precise course and ramifications of the vein, and to ascertain its 
promise of productiveness. 

The argentiferous galena from this mine has been analyzed and cupelled, 
with the following results : 

The average yield of lead, 73 per cent. 

This lead cupelled, yielded in proportion 52J ounces of silver to the ton of lead. 

The qualities of argentiferous galena are very various in this vein, and 
no doubt, there are portions of the ore, that would yield a much higher 
percentage of silver. 

As there was no one at the mine, or in the neighborhood, who could 
give me any reliable information regarding the work that had been done 
in former times on this vein, I addressed a letter to Richard "VV. Bellah, 
now residing in Texas, one of the principal owners, and the person who 
had conducted most of the work, in order to obtain some statistics. 

He writes, that there were three principal shafts sunk, two of which were 
thirty feet deep, the other seventeen feet. The ore he considered to be in 
a continuous vein, increasing in thickness as far down as he went. 
Several other shafts were sunk from six to twelve feet deep, and he reports 
the ore to be continuous also in them. Mr. Bellah could not give the 
exact amount of ore raised; but he is of opinion that it was five tons, 
or perhaps more. 

He states, also, that there were not as much of the green and blue car- 
bonates and sulphurets of' copper, after going sixteen feet, as appeared 
near the surface of the ground. He sent a portion of the ore to Liverpool, 
England, to be tested, and received a statement in return to the effect that 
the ore yielded 73 per cent of lead and 148 ounces of silver to the ton. 

Although Mr. Bellah had to abandon the mine, and move to Texas, he 
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eeems to put a liigh value upon the property, as he says: "I am not wil- 
hug to lease the mines ; but I will sell for a reasonable price, provided my 
brother and sister will sell at the eame time, which I have no doubt they 
will. I have put a price upon the mines, and value it altogether at $10,000. 

" There are 460 acres of land in our claim, the title of which is perfectly 
good." 

Kear the Indian boundary line, and about four miles from the Bellah 
mine, and some distance beyond the Indian line, an excellent quality of 
roofing slate occurs in the Mountain fork of Little Eiver. This slate I have 
carefully compared with the best Vermont slate, and find that it is fully 
equal, if not superior. A similar quality of slate, and probably an exten- 
sion of the same range, occurs on the Rolling fork in Sevier County, This 
slate has very much the color and appearance of Welsh slate. 

As you proceed south in Sevier County, the elevation of the countrj- 
gradually declines until you arrive at the confines of the Cretaceous forma- 
tion, in the vicinity of Ultima Thule ; where there is an entire change in 
the soil, and the surface is either gently rolling or level. 

The country around "Ultima Thule, both in Arkansas and over the line 
in the Choctaw country, is all based on limestone, or marly limestones of 
the cretaceous period; and flats, as well as extensive licks indicative of 
salt, are frequently encountered. I tested the Graham salt water, and 
found it to be a strong brine. Salt was formerly made here; but the 
works have been abandoned, probably because no patns were taken to 
tube out the fresh and weak water ; or because the borings were not car- 
ried to a sufficiently great depth. The salt water rises through the gryphrea 
beds of the cretaceous formation, of which forty feet are exposed in the 
elope of an adjoining low ridge, on which repose red clay and gravel, thus : 

Coarse gravel and red claj, 25 to 30 feet, 
Cretaceous (Grypb^ea) limestone. 

The rise of the salt water appears to be in connection with some axis of 
dislocation. 

From the Graham salt-well we ascended an oak ridge, on the slope of 
which occur red, chocolate and greenish- yellow earths, with a little fine 
gravel. Some of these earths are evidently quite calcareous. 

The growth on the ridge is mostly post-oak, and the surface very level, 
forming, in fact, a kind of table-land, with evident symptoms of the vicinity 
of saltwater. This kind of country continues for four miles; beyond 
which we arrived suddenly at a rich, black, sticky, cretaceous soil, on the 
edge of William Holman's plantation. 

. These black lands have the same origin as all the black lands I saw 
within the boundaries of the cretaceous formation ; having been derived 
from a fresh-water silt, deposited in lakes, ponds, and pools, that formerly 
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existed in the depressions and hollows of the cretaceous rocks ; as is proved 
in almost every instance by the multitude of Email fresh-water and land- 
shells strewed almost everywhere along the borders of tlieae lands. These 
black lands are exceedingly fertile ; but if they are located eo that the 
black soil is washed away into low situations, laying bare the purely creta^ 
ceous soil beneath, their fertility is greatly impaired, for reasons which I 
have elsewhere explained. 

A set of soils was collected for chemical analysis on William Ilolman's 
land, in Section 12, Township 12, Kange 32 west, and will be found 
recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. S6S, 367, 368. 

These soils are most remarkable, on account of the large percentage of 
carbonate of lime in their composition, amounting, in the virgin soil, to 
nearly 36^ per cent ; in that of the old field, to over 66 per cent ; and in the 
subsoil, to over 79 per cent. The effect of this large amount of lime is 
rapidly to exhaust the soil of its organic principles, and proportionally to 
deteriorate its fertility, unless a full supply of organic manures be put upon 
the land. It has also a parching effect, both from the rapid evaporation 
and from the strong reflection from its white surface. For further 
remarks, the reader is referred to Dr. Peter's Report. 

The growths on this cretaceous soil are: hois-d'are, haw, hickory, su- 
mach ; the undergrowth, scrubby swamp dogwood. On this soil twelve to 
fifteen hundred pounds of cotton are raised to the acre ; thirty-five to fifty- 
six bushels of corn; twenty bushels of wheat. In the fields of Ilolman's 
farm fossil exogyrse, weighing several pounds, are strewed in every 
direction over the higher grounds- 

The tract of post-oak land passed over before reaching Ilolman's is 
four or five miles wide from north to south, and six or eight miles long 
from east to west. It has a cold and wet soil, but could be greatly improved 
by thorough drainage and mixing with some of the calcareous soils of the 
adjoining cretaceous formation. 

Sets of soils were also collected from the genuine "black sand" cotton 
lands of the Red River bottom, near Lanesport, on Section 12, Fraction 
of Township 12 south. Range 33 west, from land owned by Col. David 
Hamiter, considered part of the best cotton land on Red River. These 
soils have been analyzed, and will be found recorded in Dr. Peter's 
Report, Nos. 329, 330, 331, 332 ; they prove to be remarkably rich. 

No. 330, the soil from the old field, has been fifty years in cultivation 
without as yet exhibiting much sign of deterioration, for reasons which I 
have explained in full in the first chapter of this volume. 

No. 332 is a sample of the red cane land, containing a mixture of clay 
and sand colored by oxide of iron ; and though not so loose to work, is 
hardly less fertile than No. 329, and is undoubtedly more durable. In dry 
seasons, it is admitted to produce better crops of cotton. 
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Crops of cotton, raised from the Boyd seed, have yielded 325 bales from 
250 acres. The average crop, however, is considered to be from 1500 to 
2500 lbs. of seed cotton to the acre ; hut there is always a great loss from 
the cotton falling to the ground before it is gathered. 

These soils, no doubt, rest upon the cretaceous formation, which can be 
traced from Rocky Comfort to the very edge of the Red River bottom, 
passing there under the alluvium, but too deep to be visible anywhere in 
the bottom, so far as I have seen. 

These alluvial lands of Red River result mainly from the aanda and red, 
saliferous silts brought down from remote regions and partially mixed 
with debris and washings from the adjacent cretaceous formation, 

At Rocky Comfort the rock is a kind of chalk-marl, containing nume- 
rous inoeerami and spatangi. This rock can be easily cut and carved 
with edge tools into any required shape, and hardens by exposure ; but 
it does not stand either fire or frost. 

There are about 100 feet of chalk-marl and marly limestone exposed 
about Rocky Comfort. 

The black lands over these cretaceous beds are fertile; but where these 
calcareous strata come fairly to the surface they are too hard, white and 
impenetrable and contain too much carbonate of lime to be productive. 
They could he made so, however, by proper tillage, drainage and admix- 
ture with the adjacent sands of the quaternary ; and they will answer 
admirably as mineral manures when added to those sandy lands. 

A considerable variety of fossils occur iu the marly limestone of Rocky 
Comfort ; but they are mostly internal easts of Inoeerami, BacuSites, 
Ammonites, and Echinoderms. 

The bois d'arc and black haw seem to flourish everywhere, even on the 
bare cretaceous beds. The former attains a considerable size, and is used 
for making wagon-wheels ; when well-seasoned and firmly joined, it wears 
almost as well as iron, and acquires a polish by long use. 

After leaving Rocky Comfort in the direction of Paraclifty cretaceous 
strata are seen, at intervals, for a mile and a half. These are then concealed, 
except locally, by coarse sand and gravel of the quaternary formation. 
The growth is at first oak ; hut before reaching the saw-mill, oak and pine 
prevail. Six or seven miles from Rocky Comfort we passed through some 
deep sand with a stunted growth of oak and pine. Ko solid rock is seen 
here, not even at the crossing of Little River. After passing this stream 
we travelled for nearly two miles through bottom land bearing high cane 
and a variety of fine timber, amongst which were some large pine. 

About Brownstown the marly shell limestones prevail, as at Rocky 
Comfort, with occasionally some black land south and east of Brownstown. 

About Paraclifty there is a pine ridge with coarse gravel on the surface, 
This reaches 260 feet above Little River, No ledges of solid rock are 
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visible in tlie vicinity of Paraclifty. Two miles from this place ia a descent 
from the ridge of coarse gravel on to red clay ; then succeeds a soil which 
looks quite calcareous, but no limestone is visible. About half way down 
the slope some iron ore makes its appearance; but most of it is too siiicious 
to be wrought with advantage in the furnace. 

About four miles from Paraclifty the marly cretaceous limestone is 
seen in a ravine partially covered with coarse gravel. 

The ridge at the forks of the Washington and Centrepoint road, near 
Dr. Wilson's, is 280 feet above Little River. Within ten feet of the top 
of this ridge the white calcareous soil indicates the close proximity of 
the cretaceous formation ; covered, however, on the higher grounds with 
gravel. Rising from here 50 feet the cretaceous strata are visible about 
30 feet up the slope or 310 feet above Little River. 

On the waters of Sandy creek, on Section 22, Township 10 south, Range 
29 west, soft quaternary sandstone prevail, resting on dark sandy shales 
and argillaceous shales. 

The succession, in the eastern part of Sevier County, between the Coa- 
sitott and Saline, seems to be: 

First, Coarse gravel. 

Second, Cootoried aaady and dark argillaceous shales. 

Third, Cretaceous marlj shales and soft cretaceous limestone. 

On a live-oak flat, on Section 22, Township 10 south, Range 29 west, is 
an old salt well which gives a strong reaction of chlorides with nitrate of 
silver. The principal constituents of this water are : 

Chloride of sodium. Bicarbonate of alltali. 

Bicarbonate of lime, Chloride of magnesia, 

Bicarbonate of magnesia, Trace of sulphates. 

It is said that, at one time, with thirty-two kettles, of thirty-five gallons 
each, twenty bushels of salt were made daily for three months ; and that 
it afibrded a dry, white satt There is very little doubt but that with 
proper management and perhaps deeper boring and tubing salt could be 
made here with profit. 

Salt water also occurs on Section 18, Township 10 south. Range 28 west, 
in the flat near S. T. Britt's house. This farm is situated on the quater- 
nary sand and gravel, underlaid by red clay. On this land they produce 
about 300 lbs. of ginned cotton to the acre. 

One and a half miles beyond this farm ferruginous quaternary sand- 
stones, occasionally fluted and sometimes perforated with cylindrical tubes, 
lie scattered on the surface in the pine woods, mixed with some ferruginous 
conglomerate. This formation prevails to the Hempstead line. 
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SECTION XI. 

HEMPSTEAD COUNTY. 



This county ia based mostly on the Cretaceous Formation, which is 
indeed here better exposed and developed than in any county in the State. 
It is covered up locally, however, by the sands and red clays of the 
quaternary formation. Entering this county from Greenville the black 
lands commence two or three miles southeast from that place, and a mile 
and a half or two miles from Dr. Amos Walker's farm. 

This farm is based on the exogyra marls of the cretaceous formation. 
In the hollows we find, locally, black soil with the usual land and fresh- 
water shells. All the material exposed on this farm ia of a marly cha- 
racter, replete not only with the abovenamed fossil, but with Baculites, 
Oatrea, small Inocerami, and Pectenquinque costata. Twenty feet above 
the shell marl at Amos "Walker's these cretaceous marla are covered with 
a few feet of red clay and gravel. 

At Ned Johnson's old farm, the marly limestones of the cretaceous 
formation are finely exposed, filled with a variety of cretaceous fossils. 
The face of the country here is like that of the chalk downs of England. 
As usual, the bois d'are is the chai'acteristic growth. 

Where the country is level the black soil prevails ; but where the coun- 
try rises into rolling ridges this soil is washed down into the low situations, 
greatly impairing the fertility of the land. 

An extensive belt of the Exogyra beds of the cretaeeous formation ex- 
tends a few miles north of Washington, in the vicinity of the Burt k Smith 
settlement, and running towards the high ridge south of Marlbrook, and 
west towards Columbus. This is the locality where moat of the fossil 
bones were found in Arkansas in the early settlement of the country. 
They were almost universally ploughed up in the fields on the highest part 
of the ridge, and generally where the fossil Exogyra and Ostrea were most 
abundant; they consisted mostly of detached hones of vertebral columns 
of fiahea of the shark family, and Saurians allied to the Zeuglodon. 

Several years since Dr. Koch travelled in that country and collected all 
the bones he could find on the plantations. He also got permission to 
plough the fields in search of more ; but I believe, from what I could learn, 
without much succeas. He managed, however, to carry away all the bones 
that were then in the country, and made arrangements that those which 
might be found hereafter should be boxed up and sent to him. This col- 
lection was unfortunately taken by him to Berlin, so that the comparative 
anatomists of this country had no opportunity of examining them. Some 
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of these bones belong to a huge Saurian. Dr. Leidy, of Philadelphia, 
succeeded afterwards in obtaining some imperfect epeeimens of vertebrie, 
apparently of the same Saurian, which he was requested to examine and 
report on, lie characterized them, as well as circumstances would permit, 
under the name of Brimo-saurus. (See Proc. Acad, Nat Sci. Phil., 1854.) 

"We succeeded in procuring a few imperfect bones, but none sufficiently 
well-marked to serve for description. 

Ilere, as elsewhere on the high, rolling ridges, the cretaceous soils have 
too large a proportion of carbonate of iimo to be very fertile, unless under 
a judicious system of tillage, drainage, and admixture of sand and manure. 

A set of soils was collected for chemical analysis from Section 7, Town- 
ship 11 south, Itange 25 west, from the farm of Dr. Smith, near the old 
military road leading by Justus's mills. These soils have been analyzed 
and will be found recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 326, 327, 328. 
The analysis of this set of soils is very instructive, showing how rapidly 
the relative proportion of carbonate of lime increases in the soil by culti- 
vation and washing. In the virgin soil, ISTo. 326, the carbonate of lime 
amounts to only 2.415; but the soil from the old field, No- 327, contains 
35.400; and in the subsoil, No. 328, the carbonate of lime amounts to 
50.240. 

Immediately south of the Cretaceous formation, in the vicinity of Wash- 
ington, there appears to be a Tertiary clay, which has been struck in a 
well sunk on the northern confines of the town. This is in turn com- 
pletely covered up by a loose sand, probably of Quaternary date, and 
almost white. Some of this was collected for analysis, from General S. D. 
Itoyston's yard, near his office in town. This has been analyzed, and will 
be found recorded in Dr. Peter's Report, No. 337 ; where it will be seen 
that the sand and insoluble silicates amount to 97.295 per cent. Still,, as 
Dr. Peter remarks, there are enough of the elements of vegetable food to 
afford a growth by no means scanty. 

Several mineral springs and well-waters were tested : namely. Judge 
Hubbard's spring, on Section 13, Township 10 south, Range 23 west, two 
to three miles north of Prairie D'Anue. This water was found to be a 
weak saline chalybeate, containing 

Bicarbonate of iron, A trace of chloride of magnesia, 

Cliloride of sodium, A small quantilj- of sulphate of soda and magnesia. 

Its medical properties will be slightly tonic and aperient, 
A water from the well on Lowry's lot, on the north edge of the town of 
"Washington, was also tested ; and the constituents found to be 

Protoxide of iron, partlj held in Tracesof sulphate of soda and maguesia, 

soluliou by carbonic acid, and Bicarbonate of lime, 

partly by an organic acid, Bicarbonate of magnesia, 

Chloride of sodium, Carbonate of alkali. 
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The medical effects of this water will be tonic and slightly alterative, 
and it is a corrector of acidity, 

A qualitative examination was also made of a mineral water from a well 
on J. D. Morrisett's plantation, situated on Section 25, Township 10 south, 
llange 25 west. This water is strongly impregnated with the sulphate of 
magnesia, which is its characteristic ingredient, along with some 

Chloride of sodium, Bicarbonate of magnesia, 

Bicarbonate of lime. Carbonate of alltali. 

This water is very similar to the celebrated Harrodsburg water in Ken- 
tucky. Its effects will be chieily laxative, and at the same time corrective 
of acid reactions in the system, 

E. Merrick's water, about, three miles a little west of south of "Washing- 
ton, was also tested. It rises in a spring out of the sandy lands, and its 
constituents are 

Chioride of sodium, A trace of bicarbonate of magnesia. 

A trace of bicarbonate of lime, 

Its medical effects will therefore be very feeble, 

A few Artesian wells have been bored in Hempstead county. One at 
AVilliara Craven's, not fer from the edge of Prairie DAnne, was sunk 
four hundred feet, and a strong mineral water when struck rose and now 
flows off two feet above the surface of the ground. 

McPadden sunk a well four hundred and fifty feet deep, two miles 
west of Washington ; but obtained no water. 

An Artesian well was also sunk two hundred and seventy-six feet deep, 
on the farm of A. Hannegan, Section 25, Township 12 south, Eange 25 
west. This water I had an opportunity of testing, and found it to contain, 
as its principal constituents, 

Chloride of sodium, Sulphate of magnesia, 

Carbonate of soda, Traeea of carbonate of lime and magnesia, 

Sulphate of soda, Trace of free sulphuretted hydrogen. 

The Marlbrook farm is situated on the cretaceous strata; but Judge 
Cross has his residence in the pine woods adjoining, where the cretaceous 
strata are covered by a loose sand, as at "Washington. 

The geological section on this farm seems to be, 

White sand, Hard calcareous concretions aad bands, 

Gray sand based on red clay, often with with olive-gray sand and dark marly 

gravel, some of it water-worn and clays in two to three alternating beds, 

some angular, Grayish-brown sandy marl, 

Olive-gray marly sand, Light-gray or nearly white cretaceous marl. 
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Passing south of Washington, after leaving the sanil, we come down 

upon a dark Btiff tenacious soil, based on the blue marly claya of the 
tertiary period, in which some good iron ore ia disseminated. 

Three to four miles north of Spring Hill we again reach the sand- 
stone and sand which form pine ridges in the vicinity of Major Prior's. 
In the bed of Caney creek, however, there is a calcareous rock which the 
Major has used for building purposes. This rock probably underlies the 
black calcareous soils previously spoken of 

Half a mile from Major Prior's lignite has been struck at Colonel Fin- 
ley's, twenty-two feet under the surface. In digging the well Colonel 
Finley went through orange^sand and gravel two or three feet ; reddish 
sand fifteen or twenty feet ; white pipe-clay two or three feet ; and hgnite 
three or four feet. 

In the orange-sand large masses of silicified wood are found, which 
show the structure of the wood distinctly. 

In a cut in the road near Spring Hill the following section was obtained : 

While saod and gravel, one or three feet. Ash-colored, tenacious, marly clay, with 

Orange sand and coarse grarel with sili- segregations of good brown ochre, two 

cified wood, ten or twelve feet, to four feet, 

Yellow and ash-eolored aandy loam, fif- White plpe-elay, two or three feet, 

teen to twenty feet, Lignite, three to four feet. 

On the high grounds at the Walnut Hills are sandy pine lands resting 
on red and ash-colored clays. Along Red River in this county the 
alluvial lands are generally sandy loams, much of the same character as 
those on the Lost Prairie in Sevier county except that they are somewhat 
more argillaceous. 

The celebrated Red River Raft commences twenty or thirty miJes below 
"Walnut Hilla. Shrevo cut a channel a hundred miles long entirely 
through this raft; but the first high water blocked it up for thirteen miles. 
A company is now forming to open it again and keep it open by a toll of 
fifty cents on each bale of cotton. 

One and a half miles from Spring Hill ferruginous sandstone occurs in 
numerous loose blocks partially imbedded in a red clay, as seen in the cut 
of the road for about twenty feet; higher up in the pine ridge, ferruginous 
conglomerate is also seen. 

No shell beds were found in connection with any of the partial sections 
exposed in the vicinity of Spring HiU. This seems to be the limit of any 
surface indications of the cretaceous formation in Hempstead County. 

There is a fine spring at Major Prior's which has a temperature of 06^°, 
the air being at the same time 75°. 

Large quantities of silicious iron ore occur four miles from Dulay's ferry, 
associated with ferruginous and fluted sandstones. 
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The Red River bottom, from ten to fourteen miles wide, extends from 
Dulay's ferry to McKiimey's ereek. On the southwest side of this creek 
there are hroken pine ridges, like those in the southern part of Hempstead, 
between Spring IliU and Red River bottom, but rather more broken. 
These extend to the Sulphur fork. 

The Red River alluvium, between Fulton and MeKinney's creek, is 
mostly black sand land. 

The materials exposed in the cuts of the road descending from the pine 
ridges to the Red River bottom are : 

White and gray a and. 

Orange sand, 

Ferruginous sane], sandstone con glome rate, and BJlieioii3 iron ore, 

White silicioua pifre-clay. 

The whole descent to the bottom is from a hundred to a hundred and 
thirty feet. 

Ascending from the Red River bottom to the Lewisville road both the 
clay and sand are very red; some of it, if washed, might answer for 
a paint. The subsoil under the pine ridge is also very red; but three 
miles on the road, where the ferruginous sand makes its appearance, the 
subsoil is of a light-ash color in the hollows, though still somewhat red 
under the soil of the ridges. This contiflues to be the case for five or six 
miles. 

There are about seventy or eighty acres northwest of Lewisville, in 
Township 15 south, Range 24 west, very much like the land at Smith's 
south of Washington. 

In sinking wells at Morgan Cryer's a pipe-clay is reached which seems 
to run north and south in a narrow streak. No lignite has yet been found 
here. 

On Boyd's farm, on a high point of land, a ferruginous sand and con- 
glomerate are again visible. 

The alluvial lands constituting the Long prairie, on Red River bottom, 
are said to be ten miles long from north to south, but only about one mile 
from east to west wide upon an average. West of these are stift'red cane 
lands ; east of them are the Ilog-wallow marshes, subject to overflow. 
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SECTION XIL 



CLABK COUNTY. 



A considerable proportion of tlie northern part of this county, that is, 
in Range 6, ia based on tertiary limestone. 

One mile south of west of Hockport this is a compact shell-limestone, 
lying almost in immediate contact with either quartzite, kieselschiefer, or 
novaeuhte elate. At one point the novaculite can be seen immediately 
underlying the limestone, unconformably. , 

The country on the west side of the Ouachita, along the military road 
leading from Rockport to Dr. Physic's, is very much like that near Little 
lioek in Pulaski County. Debris of gravel of different kinds, weighing 
from a few ounces to ten or twenty pounds, are strewed over the surface, 
and probably rest on slate and novaculite. The only place where the 
slate was seen to crop out was about one mile north of Dr. Physic's. 

In the vicinity of Arkadelphia the cretaceous strata make their appear- 
ance and underlie all the black lands south and west of that place. 

J. D. Allen's limekiln, one and a quarter miles from Arkadelphia, on 
Section 8, Township 7 south, Range 19 west, on Mill creek, is built on 
the cretaceous limestone. The upper layers, for three feet, are thin-hedded 
limestones alternating with an ash-colored soft marly rock. The lower 
part, about twelve feet in thickness, is a more solid limestone, from which 
the lime is burnt. 

This range of cretaceous rocks can be traced about three miles in a 
southwest course, and one mile to the Ouachita. Uere we found the 
Exogyra costata and the internal casts of a few other cretaceous forms. 

On rising above the level of these cretaceous rocks they are found to 
be covered by red clay and some large rounded gravel. 

Mr. Boseman's farm, on Section ,28, Township 7 south, Range 20 west, 
is based almost entirely on cretaceous rocks, the upper beds being a marly 
limestone with the usual cretaceous fossils, overlaid, as above stated, by 
red clay and gravel- 
Forty to fifty feet lower down, on Decepier creek, are more solid varie- 
ties of cretaceous limestone, some layers of which are complete agglutina- 
tions of marine shells. There are at least sixty feet of cretaceous and 
marly limestones exposed at Col, Boseman's, the upper beds characterized, 
as usual, by the Exogyra costata. The upper layers, as has been said, are 
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usually covered with red elay; but near the centre of one of Mr, Bosemau's 
fields there is a light silicioua mar! full of fresh-water and land shells, 
mostly univalves such aa are usually found on the margin of the black 
lands. This deposit seems to be unconformable with the cretaceous rocks, 
and to have been washed down the slope. 

Where the soil of this farm is unmixed with red clay, sand, or silicious 
mar! above, it does not produce nearly as well as when it has an admix- 
ture of these other earths, for reasons which I have fully explained else- 
where. 

The marls and marly limestones, though too calcareous in themselves, 
would make good minera! manures for both loose sandy soils and etifl'clay 
lands. 

Samples of the genuine cretaceous soi! were collected in sets on Co!. 
Boseman's farm. They have been analyzed and recorded in Dr. Peter's 
Eeport, Nos. 343 and 344. They do not exhibit so great an excess of car- 
bonate of lime as many other cretaceous soils ; that numbered 334 con- 
tains the largest percentage, viz. 35.950 ; but the virgin soil does not rise 
above 3.75. 

A soil was collected on iBuckner'a farm, of the genuine black, sticlty' 
wax land, in Section 19, Township 8 south, Range 19 west, and will be 
found recorded in Dr. Peter's Iteport, Nos. 341, 342. 

Several Artesian wells have been sunk in the black lands in this county. 
Where Evans went down two hundred and eight feet, forty feet consisted 
of black earth ; in fact the whole distance, with the exception of one foot, 
was of the same nature. The one foot was solid rock, in which water was 
struck, which soon rose to the surface and now runs over a little all the 
time. The water is impregnated with salts and sulphur. 

Mrs. Anderson bored one hundred feet on Section 13, Township 8 
south, Range 19 west. Water was obtained, but it only rose to within 
twenty feet of the surface. 

Mr. Adams bored one hundred and ninety-two feet, all of the way through 
black earth, except tlie last six inches through rock, when water came 
up. This water has a sulphurous smeli, but does not taste much of 
mineral impregnations. The extraordinary amount of black earth passed 
through in this boring is worthy of note, as indicating the immense 
amount of lacustrine silt deposited in the hollows and depressions of the 
cretaceous formation. The soil is said to be fully as rich at the bottom as 
it is at the top. The farms situated on these black soils are, as might be 
expected, very productive. 

In the rich woods of Clark, on Section 19, Township 8 south, Range 19 
west, the soil produces fifty bushels of corn to the acre, and about twenty 
bushels of wheat. 
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The section of the cretaceous formation, aa far as it could be seen at 
Col. Boaeman's, waa aa followa : 

Exogyra bed, 15 feet. 

Exogyra and Spataiigus bods, 15 " 

Cranalated oyster bed, 8 to !0 " 

Water is obtained at Col. Boseman's at forty feet, in a red clay and 
gravel, being held up by the impervious cretaceous layera below, 

The materials which formed the dark-gray marly beds, lying in low 
situations around the Boseman farm, have no doubt been derived from 
the debria of the millstone grit. 

The high grounds lying between the cretaceous formation of the Bose- 
man farm and the country of the black rich woods, is occupied by red clay 
and gravel, and occasionally sand and gravel, until the post-oak lands are 
reached, bordering on these woods. 

The cretaceous formation in this part of Clark County is carved into 
rounded bills with sloping sides more or less abrupt. 

Three miles southwest of Col. Boseman's both the Exogyra and the 
Oyster beds are exposed, lying about forty feet apart. They are seen also 
in various places along Little Becepier creek ; the matrix here being of a 
lighter color than usual. 

At the Limekiln, five miles from Okalona, cretaceous limestone is 
found and burnt to lime for neighborhood use. Here the rock is very 
solid and full of imbedded shells, echinoderms and corals. 

The cretaceous strata show themselves alao in other places between 
the limekiln and William Ross's. 

Mr, Rosa's dwelling, situated on the highest ground, stands upon eand, 
gravel and red and gray clay ; but along the lower slopes and in the culti- 
vated fields the cretaceous formation exists. There are often found here 
the land and fresh-water shells which border on the black lacustrine soils. 

The-section exposed in sinking Mr, Rosa's cistern was 

Sand, gravel, 15 feet. 

Blue cistern clay, about 10 " 

Bed claj and gcavel, about . . . . . , . " . 10 " 
Cretaceous marl, 
Shell and oyster beds, 
Cretaceous clay. 

An Artesian well at Mr. Cargill's, on the hill near Okalona, was bored 
through the following strata: 
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S Und u! o I ... 5 feet. 

Gray or a h cuiored marly 1 me tone co fa ng black fossil Tur- 
r 1 tea Osl e and other shell Th s s tbe so-called " Blue- 
rock «h h p e ah al c nea ly the whole depth of the 
Tjo Qg ... 303 feet. 

"Water was obtained at three hundred feet, in a hard cellular aand-rock, 
■which, however, soon gave way and caved in. Then Mr. Cargill under- 
took to build a large cistern, thirty-eight feet deep, which promises better 



SEOTIOlSr XIII. 

PIKE COUNTY. 

The northern part of this county is composed of tolerably high r 
of sandstones, and shales of the millstone grit, which extend as far south 
as the site of the cotton factory. South of this the Little Missouri mean- 
ders through the cretaceous formation. 

In the first chapter, I already described the small volcanic tract south 
of Murfreesboro, and have only a few remarks to add here. Judge White 
has sunk a shaft twenty-one feet through the porphyritic rock, and exposed 
here and there small particles of titaniferoua iron. 

The needle is strongly deflected over the shaft, which is about eight feet 
in diameter. !No other metallic ore has been discovered in the vein, 
except some small particles of lead ore found in the rubbish near the 
shaft. This shaft presents appearances not unfavorable to mining opera- 
tions ; still, no regular vein seems to have been struck in the depth reached. 
The openings where the ore has been found are some three to five inches 
wide, and mostly filled with greenish -brown wacke, — the result of the 
decomposition of the adjacent rock. 

At the Plaster Bluff, on the Little Missouri, on Sections 29 and 30, 
Township 8 south. Range 25 west, are valuable beds of gypsum, as exhi- 
bited by tbe following section : 

Slope, with ferruginous conglomerate and limonite iron ore, . . 20 feet. 

Fluster stone, either fibrous, or crjslallized into selenite, . 15 inches to 15 " 

Limestone, I> " 

Aah-eolored marl, .......... 67 " 

Red clays and green earths, 2 to 4 " 

Soft, white sandstone, 8 " 

Red claj, extending nearly to tbe fool of the bluff, . . . 70 " 

White sand, where the cattle lick, 10 to 15 " 



., Google 



OF ARKANSAS. 125 

This plaster-bed must become of some practical importance, from the 
fine quality of the plaster-stone that may be obtained here, and from the 
associate limestone, both highly useful to the agriculturist as mineral 
fertilizers. 

At the so-called Alum cave, the slates of the millstone grit are contorted 
in a moat remarkable manner, forming one anticlinal and one synclinal in 
a very short space. Alum is scarce and difficult to obtain here, on account 
of the abrupt nature of the bank, and there being little or no shelter to 
protect any saline matters from being washed away. 

General Royston'a chalybeate spring was tested at the fountain-head, 
and the principal constituents ascertained to be 

Bicarbonate of the protoxide of iron, 
Sulphate of soda (Glauber salts), 
Trace of carbonate of alkali? 

The water rises from under a conglomerate that rests unconformably 
upon the sandstones of the millstone grit, — the conglomerate being proba- 
bly of quaternary date. This spring is situated on the east half of the 
southwest quarter of Section 33, Township 7 south, Range 25 west. It is 
a saline chalybeate, and possesses good medicinal properties. 

Two to three miles southwest of the factory, on the Little Missouri 
River, the cretaceous hmestone is seen to extend some distance up the 
Muddy fork of that stream. The factory was established by the enterprise 
of Henry Merrill, three and a half miles north of Murfreesboro, for the 
sake of the last good water-power on the Little Missouri River, before the 
waters of that stream leave the disturbed strata of the millstone grit, and 
enter the more level tracts and superior soils south of this water barrier ; 
relying, however, for support upon the rich plantations south of Murfrees- 
boro. And truly, that gentleman deserves a great deal of credit for what 
he has already done to advance the interests of this portion of the State. 

The cretaceous limestone does not extend much north of Section 4, 
Township 8 south. Range 26 west, but prevails more along the Muddy 
fork, where the best agricultural lands are situated, 

I examined Holcomb's lead prospect, on Section 7, Township 8 south, 
Range 26 west, on a branch of Bacon's creek. It resulted in the discovery 
of some loose particles of lead ore, found strewed along the bed of the 
creek, and irregularly disseminated in the adjacent cretaceous limestone; 
but no body of ore of any practical value has yet been found. Fine build- 
ing stones might be obtained from the stratum of limestone at this locality, 
in blocks ten inches thick, four to six feet long, by three to four feet wide. 

Higher up the creek, the rock is more irregular on the surface, and 
weathers cellular and rough. 
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^Ve collected a virgin soil from Section 5, Township 8 south, Kange 26 
west, over the solid cretaceous limestone and mar! ; also soils from an old 
field, thirty to forty years in cultivation, from David Hoicomb's farm, on 
Section 4, Township 8 south, Range 26 west, only a few hundred yarda 
from the virgin soil. The principal growth is white-oak. These soils 
have been analyzed, and will be found recorded in Dr. Peter's Eeport, 
l^os. 3T2, 373, 374. 

On Bacon's creek, on Section 4, Township 8 south. Range 26 west, a fine 
ash-colored and red gypseous marl, with crystals of selenite, was noticed. 
Ascending the hill towards the lignite bluff", over the gypseous marl, some 
fifty or sixty feet of solid cretaceous limestone are observable. 

At the lignite bluff" on Bacon's creek, on the northwest quarter of Sec- 
tion 8, Township 8 south, Range 26 west, the lignite bed hca at the base 
of the bluff; and dips under the bed of the stream. The following is a 
section of this bluff": 



Red gravel bed 5 feet. 

White stratum, running into pink, 6 inches to I fool. 

Pink, calcareous stratum, hard rock above, earthy ben eatli, . . 4 to 5 feet. 
White eandj, calcareous, and mafly stratum, . . . . 6 to 8 " 

Lignite, partly earthy and partly of good quality, . . . !i to 4 " 

This is very much like part of the section under the gypsum, at the 
gypsum, bluff; on the Little Missouri. 

After crossing the Antoine, the country is mostly pine and oak gravelly 
flats; but oft' to the south, behind Kelley's house, on Section 30, Township 
8 south, Range 23 west, the Exogyra marl bed is well exposed, heavy and 
thick, in a ridge. This lidge bears north of east and south of west. This 
marl is a buff"-colored earth, with fragments of Exogyra and other fossil 
shells disseminated. The following is the analysis. The lime and phos- 
phoric acid will necessarily vary in their proportions, depending upon the 
amount of shells in the earth to be analyzed. In the portion selected for 
this analysis the earth predominated. 

Moisture 6,20 

Insoluble silica and silicic acid, ........ 62,60 

Peroxide of iron, 5,20 

Carbonate of lime, 22,40 



Chlorine, 0-03 

Phosphoric acid, O.Ott 

Alkalies, mostly soda, 0.04 

Organic matter and loss, LTT 

100,00 
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After crossing Saline creek, according to the settlors, the cretaceous 
marls and limestones are found on the higher ground. 

About ten miles north of Kelley's the slate fonnation commences; and 
the boundary between the slate and sandstone formations is just below 
Merrill's cotton factory. 

The hard shell limestone of the cretaceous formation shows itself fre- 
quently in the vicinity of Murfreesboro ; but it is mostly covered by a 
quaternary gravel, — this gravel, in some places, being cemented into a 
ferruginous conglomerate. There is also a cretaceous limestone at Judge 
White's, on the north side of Prairie creek, bearing south of west. This 
limestone was struck in digging a well, and extends two or three miles, 
being then succeeded by the sandstone and slate. No limestone was 
observed from the mouth of Prairie creek, on the Little Missouri, to the 
extreme southeastern limit of this county. 

The sandstone and conglomerate at the Simpson Spring were next 
examined. At one place, the sandstone is burst open and laid on each 
side of the rent, at an angle of 46° to 48°, In the hill above there is an 
extensive formation of coarse ferruginous conglomerate, but not of the 
age of the true millstone grit conglomerate. It is formed by the recement- 
ing of the water-worn pebbles formed at the time of the upheaval of the 
sandstone and slate, which was subsequent to the deposition of the mill- 
stone gi'it. This tilted sandstone is about fifty feet below the top of the 
adjacent cliff of ferruginous conglomerate. The angle of dip is 64° to 
the south; the strike line being west 10° south, north 10° east. The fer- 
ruginous conglomerate rests unconformably on the tilted sandstone of the 
millstone grit, or overlying red shales. About one quarter of a mile further 
south, down a ravine towards the Little Missouri, the sandstone has been 
broken and tossed into the greatest confusion along a line nearly north- 
west and southeast, in the same course as the eruption of the porphyritie 
greenstone below Judge "White's. Here there has no doubt been an efibrt 
of the igneous rock to reach the surface ; but it has only rent, and tilted, 
and broken up the superincumbent sandstone. Some rusty, irregularly 
fractured shale, alternates with the sandstone: one bed measured ten and 
a haif feet across the tilted edges. The strike lino seems, in some places, 
to be twisted round towards the northwest. The sandstone extends, in this 
disturbed, tilted, and confused condition, down to the Little Missouri, at 
least one quarter of a mile. Everything here denotes violent internal con- 
vulsion. 

Higher up this ravine, towards the head of Simpson's Spring, there is 
an oozing of bituminous matter amongst the conglomerate ; but it is not 
enough to be of much value. Under the conglomerate there is a white, 
sandy clay. 

The Simpson Spring is good water, having no mineral taste about it. 
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The red. lands of Pike are towards the head of the Antoine, in Township 
6 south, Range 24 west, about the county line, and north of Bear creek 
Mountain, extending west to the Little Missouri, Muddy Eiver, aud the 
Saline, in Polk County. 

The level was measured from the Little Missouri Eiver, at the mouth of 
Prairie creek, to the top of the sandstone, or rather Chimney Eoct, on Sec- 
tion 29, Township 8 south, Eange 25 west, and the height ascertained to 
be eighty-five feet. The sandstone lies in sucli a state of confusion that it 
is difficult to tell which way it dips; and the Chimney Kock, which looks 
like trachyte and felspathic lava, is in the midst, — sandstone flanking it on 
the south and a little on the north. 

The next hill measured is a few hundred yards northeast of the preced- 
ing, and is 105 feet above the Little Missouii. It is composed of black, 
rusty basalt, fracturing into irregularly rounded and cuboidal masses, with 
some small glistening ecaies of mica on the weather surface. This hill is 
on Section 21, Township 8 south, liange 25 west. 

Another hill to the northeast, found to be of the same height, is com- 
posed of trachyte, and hard, glistening, metamorphic sandstone, 



SECTION XIV. 



OUACHITA COUKIY. 



I^Tear the boundaries of this and Columbia County, gray and orange 
sand prevail, alternated in places with red clay. This can be well seen near 
Smackovert creek. The surface is rolling, growth of timber mostly beecli 
and oak, witb some pine. At Widow Bell's, the gray sand is underlaid 
by red sand and clay. 

By a very inefficient mode of cultivation in this region, only eight to 
ten bushels of corn, and about the same of wheat, have been raised to the 
acre. By proper tillage, and mixing the beds of sand and clay, the crop 
might be at least doubled. 

A set of soils was collected from the Spanish mulberry lands in this 
part of Ouachita County. Locahty, the orchard of T. C. Meredith, ten or 
more years in cultivation. On this land they raise one bale of cotton to 
three acres. It is considered, however, the best upland soil on the farm. 

This farm is watered by Cypress creek, and is situated sixteen miles 
southwest of Camden. 

A sample was also collected of the so-called " Ironshot" land, from 
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Frank Cross's farm, where considerable silicious iron ore exists, with a 
great deal of ironstone and gravel. 

This red " Ironshot" land produces from 800 to 1000 pounds of cotton to 
the acre. The sample collected, though close to the surface, may be con- 
sidered more of the character of a subsoil than of the nature of those 
usually obtained from the surface of a cultivated field. 

Beyond Cross's this " Ironshot" land is covered by loose white sand. 

The gray sandy land, with a prevalence of black walnut timber, is con- 
sidered to produce best in this country, except in rainy seasons, when the 
red lands will yield double as much. On an average, the gray sandy 
lands produce from 500 to 800 pounds of cotton to the acre, 

No limestones or marls are known in this part of Ouachita County. 

Six miles from Camden we find the following succession : 

Orange-coloted sand and clay, 
Asi-colored sand and clay. 

Both the gray and orange sand are occasionally indurated into ferrugi- 
nous sandstone ; and, at different localities, all the intermediate stages 
were seen. 

Four miles from Camden the underlying ash-colored sand and clay 
appear from 30 to 35 feet above Two-hayou bottom. The top of the red 
sand and clay in sight of Camden is 110 feet above the level of Two-bayou. 

The lignite, at the drift of the Camden coal mine, on Section 12, Town- 
ship 12 south. Range 18 west, is 50 feet above high water of Ouachita 
Itiver. The lignite is seen at the mouth 5J feet thick ; but at least 6 inches 
lie below the surface, making 6 feet in all. The following is a section : 

Sand and ferruginous sandstone, 20 to 30 feet. 

AsK-colorcd clay, 6 to I " 

Pipe-elaT, with seoresations of Hmonite ore, . . . . ) , . 

,/,. ■" , ", ^ , . „ . ' MO to IS ■' 

Iiight-gray aanay clay, somewhat lerruginoua, . . . , ) 

This lignite has a rather rhomboidal cleavage ; can be cut with a knife ; 
and receives a good polish, which gives it a much blacker appearance. It 
is solid, heavy, compact, of a bluish-brown color, disintegrating, however, 
by exposure to the atmosphere. The following is an approximate analysis 
of this lignite : 

Dried at 260°, ( Moisture, . . . 32.00 

Volatile matter, .... 60.5 \ Volatile gas, . . 28.50 



Coke, 



( Fixed carbon, . , 34.50 
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"White Baud, below the lignite, shows itself in the hills adjacent to the 
Ouachita, for some five miles above Col. Nolan's, rising sometimes fifty 
feet above high water, somewhat conformably with the curve or outline of 
the hill. There has evidently been considerable disturbance of the strata 
to throw up these swelling and dome-shaped hills, which are from 100 to 
200 feet in height. 

This is probably the same bed of coal which sinks under the bed of the 
Ouachita above the mouth of the Little Missouri, 

The lignite* is not everywhere as thick as at the Camden Coal Company 
opening. It averages, as far as has been ascertained, from three feet to six 
feet two inches. li is overlaid by a light-colored, almost white claystone 
or shale, that runs into a brown or gray clay as it approaches the coal. 
The immediate underlying layer is a dark-browuish shale, with vegetable 
remains, hut ill-defined, running downwards into a white tenacious clay, 
with segregations of good limonite iron ore. The following is an analysis 
of this limonite : 

Water, 4.50 

I nsol able silicates, 27.38 

Peroxide of iron, 51.83 

Alumina, .5.90 

Sulphale of lime, 4.fi0 

Sulphate of magneaia, , . 61 

Carbonate of alkalies, 2-25 

Sulphur, 3.90 

Loss, 0.98 

100.00 
This ore contains too much sulphur to produce good iron. 
The material under this limonite iron ore, seems to he a very fine light- 
gray, silicious clay. 

* This lignite was distilled in a small iron crucible, to whicli a glass receiver was attached 
and kept cool with water. The first product that came over was gas having a feeble odor of 
sulphurous acid and burning with a tolerably bright flame. The gas was soon accompanied by 
ammoniacal mater, a yellowish oil, and a waxy product, — the latter rising into the exit pipe of 
the glass receiver whcDever the fire was a litlle too strong, which proves it to be very volatile ; 
but wlien condensed, it has the consistency of lard and the color of beeswax. The last products 
which came over were lubricating oil and paraffine. Statement : 

3700 grains of lignite gave: 

Coke, 1400=in per cent., 37.83 

Watery solution, containing sulphurous acid, organic ) [270 34 32 

acids and ammonia, ..... J 

Crudeoil, 450 12.16 

Gas and loss, 580 15.i;9 

3700 100.00 

From this analjaia 2000 pounds of lignite would yield 35.40 gallons of crude oil. 
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Occasionally small segregations are found in tlie lignite, approaching 
amber and retin-asphaltum ; in fact, much of the coal haa a retic- 
asphaltum aspect. 

The Camden Coal Mining Company have upwards of 2900 aerea ; and 
the Union Coal Company, 200 acres north of the Camden coal. The 
latter are now erecting an oil manufactory for the distillation of the oil 
from the lignite. According to the report of a chemist in Kew Orleans, 
who tested this coal, the most oil obtained was twenty-nine gallons ; but 
Mr, Brittan, the superintendent, thinks it will not average more than 
twenty gallons to the ton. The upper part, underneath the shaly layers 
on the very top, is the richest in oil. 

It is expected that, on account of its disintegrating property, there will 
be little expense in preparing it for the retort; and, on account of the 
large percentage of paraffino and benzole, it will pay as well as the Cannel 
coal, which yields a large percentage of oil. This, however, remains to be 
proved by futare practical operations. 

We collected a sample of virgin Ouachita bottom land, from Section SO, 
Township 12 south, Eange 18 west; growth white-oalc, water-oak, large 
pines, beech, hickory, dogwood, and ash; undergrowth, cane, and yellow 
bass-wood. This soil was analyzed, and will be found recorded in Dr. 
Peter's Report, No. 378. 

This land is best for cotton, producing one bale to the acre. There are 
forty to fifty bushels of corn raised to the acre, Coh T. J. I^"olan'8 farm, 
from which this soil was taken, comprises 3000 acres, of which 1000 arc 
considered coal land; that is, underlaid by the lignite, three to six feet in 
thickness. The lignite on the bed of the Ouachita, above the mouth of 
the Little Missouri, is said not to be as good as on Col. ^bTolau's land. 
The ore of Pike County, near Henry Davie's, is, no doubt, the same kind 
of ore seen near by, and associated with the lignite on Section 12, Town- 
ship 12 south, Bange 18 west, on the ridge, one and a half to two miles 
from Col. Nolan's house. 

The red lands in Ouachita County are on Dr. Burford's, Mr. Can-'s, and 
"Widow Oreille's places, in the vicinity of the Union Church; at the Foster 
post-office, six miles from Camden ; also at Smith and Hawkins's place, three 
to three and a half miles west of Camden, on the "Washington road. The 
red land at Smith and Hawkins's place, resembles that at the Foster post- 
office ; but the latter is the best producing land of the kind to be found 
in the county. 

Portions of the ferruginous sandstone and conglomerate, found abun- 
dantly around Camden, and in the Ouachita hilla near the lignite mines, 
affi>rd tolerable iron ; though that in the sand is 'generally too eilicious ; in 
the clay it is generally good. 
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At John "Work's, three miles west of Camden, in digging a well> they 
passed through the following section : 

Surface Bond, 

Tenacious, stiekj clay, 3 feet. 

Softer jellow clay, 3 " 

Black, alum earth, solid, and cutting like puttj, . . . . 15 to 20 feet. 

The following are the principal constituents of John "Work's alum 
spring : 

Acid sulphate of alumina (and perhaps potash), l)ut the acid reaction of the water rather 

indicates the more feeble base, alumina. 
A sulphate of the protoaide of iron. 
Traces uf sulphate of magnesia and lime. 

The medical properties are astringent. This water should he used with 
great caution. 

Camden is situated on the orange-colored sand, underlying red clay. 
The water is not good ; there should be cisterns. The orange-colored 
sand and clay are forty to fifty feet thick in the neighborhood of Camden. 

After crossing the Ouachita River, we passed over two miles of Ouachita 
bottom land ; then over flat, pine lands of rather a wet character, to within 
a mile or two of Dr. Burford's, where the soil is more sandy. These 
lands are but little elevated above the Ouachita bottom. 

The pipe-clay lands in Dr. Rumph'a neighborhood, are in the same 
township as that on which we encamped at Dr. Burford's, being only two 
miles west. Dr. Burford lives on Section 16,'Township 12 south, Range 
16 west. The soil here, runs into a light, porous mass; and under the 
gray sand, is a red, sandy clay. 

The pipe-clay soil is usually known by the name of " The Flat," as the 
water stands on it in the spring. It needs draining, the application of 
lime, and probably of phosphoric acid. In a dry season, it will average 
1200 pounds of cotton to the acre, and will double the amount of the 
upland, sandy soil, near Dr. Burford's. In a wet season, it does not afibrd 
a good stand of cotton, nor will it even produce good corn. 

After leaving Dr. Burford's we passed over two to three miles of flat, 
aandy soil ; but the sand is evidently superficial, and based on clay, from 
the amount of standing water seen after a heavy rain. At the causeway, 
on the northeast side of the toll-gate, we observed sandy clay with fine 
white gravel thrown up on the levee. These strata are most probably 
the same which overlie the lignite. 

At the end of the causeway, we ascended a few feet to the level pine 
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and oak lands, composed of a darker and deeper sand mixed with fine 
gravel. This is probably the base of the orange-colored sand. 

The gravel increases the farther we go northeast towards the Frceo 
post-ofiice, and the sand beeoraea redder. Prom a well on the road, a 
material of coarse gravel has been thrown out. Though the soil along the 
read is very gravelly, there is a good farm about two miles southwest of 
Freeo. "We did not see any more good farms in this neighborhood. Near 
Freeo we observed gravel resting on red clay ; the road also was strewed 
with gravel. 

After turning off towards the Calhoun line, the country becomes level, 
and the growth is pine and oak. Here there is not much gravel, nor is 
the sand deep. "W"e, however, ascended to gravel about one a half miles 
from the forks of the road. 

In digging a well in the northeast part of Ouachita, near Freeo, the fol- 
lowing succession was obtained: 

Gravel, eancl, and day, 
White sand, 
Slreaka of pipe-clay, 

'So lignite has been found, so far as I have ascertained. The soil in the 
northeast Is mostly gray and l)luish-gray sand, with local gravel. 

On approaching the Calhoun line, we struck the Camden road twenty 
miles from Camden, and observed dark sand and gravel, with a growth of 
pine and oak. There are no black, cretaceous lands, in Ouachita. 

A bed of lignite dirt was seea at low water line on the south hank of 
the Ouachita, at Miller's blufi'. The following is the section : 

Gray and ferruginous sandy soil, with ferruginous " ironshot" 

gravel and soft femigiiioua sandstone, 10 to 20 feet. 

Orange sand, ferruginous clay, and iron gravel, . , . 5 to 10 " 

Ferruginous, gray, and yellow sand, with an irregular one foot 

band of gravel in yellow sand, 75 " 

Soft, brownish-yellow, ferruginous sand^ elay, , . , , 42 " 

Lignite dirt, low water level. 

For two or three miles, the red clay shows itself almost to the top of the 
ridges on the road. 
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SECTION XV. 



LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 



No limestone, either of cretaceoua or tertiary date, waa seen in this 
county. The ridges and liilla which He between the numerous water- 
courses attain an elevation of 100 to 130 feet, and are for the most part 
composed of 

White and gray sand, Ferrufjinous sand, congloirietate and aandy iron ore, 

Orange -colored sand, White silieious pipe-clay. 

These, alternating with red clay (sometimes used as paint) and with 
gravel, give character to a variety of upland soil, which will yield from 800 
to 1000 pounds of cotton per acre. 

Ko lignite has yet been found in Lafayette County; but in the south- 
eastern parts the place of the lignite seems to be indicated by a black dirt, 
which has an offensive odor, probably caused by sulphuretted hydrogen or 
some carburet of hydrogen generated by the action of iron pyrites on 
organic matter. 

The prairies in the northern part of the county have a black sandy soil. 
This is also the character of the greater portion of the Eed Eiver bottom 
known as the "black sand land." On the east side of Red River, in the 
southern part of the county, there is a peculiar country known as " Hog- 
wallow land." 

For the chemical constituents of the genuine " black sand land," as col- 
lected at Col. A. D. Poulke's, on Eed Eiver bottom, see Dr. Robert Peter's 
Report, Nos. 354, 355, 356 ; and for the analysis of genuine red or choco- 
late-colored stifl' cane and cotton Red River bottom land, as collected at 
S. Crenshaw's, from timbered land on the edge of Lost Prairie, Township 
14 south, Range 26 west, see Nos. 357, 358, 359, of the same Report. 



COLUMBIA COUBTY. 

In the western part of Columbia County, on the oak flats of Bayou Dor- 
cheat, the soil is a silicious clay, bordered by sandy land elevated a few feet 
above high water; at a still higher level, the sand and gravel beds alternate 
with dark sands and red silicious clay. 

At a large cotton plantation adjoining Dr. Smith's, ten miles west of 
Magnolia, a red silicious subsoil was collected for analysis. This land is 
reported to produce from 1000 to 1500 pounds of cotton to the acre. 
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A well dug at Dr. Smith's showed the following aectioii : 

Soiled eand, 

Bed clay, 4 to 6 feet. 

Jointed claj, 4 to 5 " 

Ked sand, wliere water waa obtained. 

The eouthern part of Columbia County is for the most part sand and 
gravel land, with some Spanish mulberry land. On King's creek the 
country is generally a level black sand land. In the vicinity of Atlanta 
the general character of the soil is sandy, averaging 1000 pounds of cotton to 
the acre. On Big creek flats the soil is a white clay, and the growth holly, 
beech, and pine. This soil has not been much cultivated until lately. 

Soil and subsoil were collected from McClerken's plantation in the north- 
east part of the county, comprising red clay and gravel land on which oak 
and pine is the principal growth. 

A qualitative chemical examination of J. V, Butler's mineral spring, two 
miles northeast of Magnolia, furnished the following result : 

Temperature of the air 43° ; of the water 63°. 
Bicarbonate of iron held in aolution by some organic acid. 
A small quantity of chloride of sodium (common salt). 

It ia a saline chalybeate, with medical properties, — tonic, slightly altera^ 
tive, and laxative. 

The geological features of Columbia County, like those of Lafayette, 
result from the variable material, sand, clay and gravel, found at the junc- 
tion of the quaternary and tertiary formations. 

Ko lignite, limestone or shell marl has been found in this county; but 
the place of the former has been indicated in several situations by black 
dirt struck in digging wells. 



OSION COUNTY. 

In the northern part of Union County, in the vicinity of E, Eieve's, the 
orange-colored sand underlies a sandy soil and has a thickness of 40 feet. 

On the bill adjoining Widow Anderson's house, at the base of red clay 
and gravel we found a large amount of silieified wood, singularly petrified. 

In digging wells at Mrs. Anderson's, some shallow, others sixty feet 
deep, they passed through 

Orange-colored sand, Red clay and gravel. 

According to Major Coulter, there are three main varieties of soil in this 
county : 
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1st. Yellow silicious soil, on which the principal growth is beech, oak, 
gum, holly, pine, maple, and ironwood, with an undergrowth of hazel. 
This is the most productive soil in the county and prevails in the north- 
weatern and southeastern parts. 

2d. Light sandy land, which occupies a belt in the centre of the county, 
the hne running from northeaet to southwest a little south of Lisbon. 

3d. White crawfish clay land, flat pine, or glady pine land. 

Samples of the first soil were collected from Major D. K. Coulter's plan- 
tation near Lisbon, on the waters of Camp creek, yielding on an average 
eight hundred pounds of cotton, twenty bushels of corn, or ten bushels of 
wheat to the acre. For the analysis of this soil, see Dr. Robert Peter's 
Report, STos. 348, 349, 350. 

The second quality of soil was collected near the old Methodist Church, 
in Eldorado. It is a light sandy soil based on the orange-colored sand and 
clay just above the gravel. It will produce on an average from six hun- 
dred to eight hundred pounds of cotton, or fifteen to twenty-five bushela 
of com to the acre. 

Samples of the third quality of soil were collected from the glady pine 
flats on Camp creek, Section 2, Township 17 south, Range 17 west. This 
soil is not much cultivated, and is generally considered worthless. See 
No. 40, in Dr. Peter's Report. 

There is no genuine red land in this county ; but there are some small 
tracts of chocolate or mulatto-colored soil. 

In the vicinity of Eldorado the country becomes more broken, and the 
orange-sand and clay which underlie the No. 2 soil has a thickness of 
forty or fifty feet. 

Two miles north of New London we saw the following section: 

Soil and gray sand. Dark sandy claj, or Mack dirt, 

Subsoil, grajish-white jointed clay, LigMite, 

Orange-sand and red clay, wllli some gravel Pipe-clay, 
near the base, 

Three and a half miles south of Eldorado we observed a considerable 
amount of silicious iron ore, but too sandy for manufacturing purposes. 

We collected soils from Mr. Cole's land, Section 22, Township 18 south, 
Range 14 west, three miles northwest of Hillsboro. This is called swamp 
bottom soil, and is supposed to be different from the Camp creek pine-flat 
land ; but looks very much like it. 

A quahtative examination of N. Busaey'a mineral spring, southwest of 
Eldorado, gave, as the principal constituents : 

Bicarbonate of tbe protoxide of iron, Chloride of sodium {eommon salt). 

Creaate, or appocreaate of iron, 
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It is a saline chalybeate. Its medical propertiea are, tonic, slightly 
laxative, and alterative. 

A fine sample of ailicified wood was found at our camp on Mr. Daniel's 
land near Ilillsboro. 

"We collected a sample of loamy clay for analysis from the creek bottom, 
four milee northeast of Hillaboro, on the Wilmington road, where ferru- 
ginous sandstone, silieious iron ore, and silicified wood are found. This 
is about ninety-five feet below the average summits of the adjoining 
ridges. 

At Henry Bailey's they are working a bed of lignite thirty inches thick, 
with brown shale six inches : in all three feet. 

An impure earthy lignite has been struck in several wells near the line 
between Townships 18 and 19 south, Eange 13 west. There is also 
some lignite at Wilmington. 

At Eucker's, five and a half miles from Moro, under a spring, lignite 
clay shows itself some ffiteen or twenty feet below the general eiirfacc 
of the country, penetrated by the roots of a chestnut tree which grows 
above the spring. It is too impure, where exposed, to be of the least 
value. 

Three miles from Moro ferry, at Mr. Markham's, an impure lignite, 
three feet thick, was passed through in sinking a well. The materials 
above the lignite were, for the most part, coarse sandy loam with streaks 
of yellow ochre. 

No good water can bo found in this part of the country on account of 
the contamination of the lignite. In fact, the whole country around the 
forks of the Ouachita and Saline rivers is underlaid with lignite. It shows 
itself between high and low water mark in the bank of the Ouachita 
between Moro and Pigeon Hill ; again eight or ten miles below Moro, 
and six or eight miles below Pigeon Hill ; it is also seen near low water 
mark on the northeast side of the river, in the swamp land district of 
Calhoun. 



CALHOUN COUBTY. 

The principal red lands of this county commence at Moses Johnson's, 
eight miles north of Hampton, and extend to James Eigg's, within two 
and a half miles of Hampton. 

On Moro Eiver the soil is of a rich chocolate color, with some red sand 
and loam. 

The following section is taken from a well at A, W. Thomas's, in tho 
northern part of the county: 
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Soil, gray sand, 

Sutsoil, sandy clay or red ferruginous clay, aometimes with gravel, 

about 10 feet. 

While saii<3, 8 to 10 " 

Pipe-claj or aandj with segregations of clay, 
Black dirt, with fragments of leaves, 

"Water is generally obtained in the white sand of the above section 
where it is underlaid with stiff clay ; but when the clay, as is sometimes 
the case, runs into sand, then it is necessary to go down to the lignite bed 
for water. 

"We saw large quantities of silicifled wood at Mr. Thomas's store ; one 
log measured thirty feet in length. Layers of ferruginous sandstone and 
of a soft gray sandstone, which hardens by exposure to the air, were also 
observed. 

The following is a qualitative chemical examination of Dr. W. A. 
Thomas's mineral spring on Beaver pond branch of Freeo. It is slightly 
ailialiue to litmus paper, and contains : 

Biearbo]iate of the protoxide of iron, 
Chloride of sodium, 
A trace of magnesia. 

It is a saline chalybeate, with slightly tonic and laxative properties. 

The double mineral spring of J. I. Holdernis, on Section 4, Township 
11 south. Range 14 west, was also examined. It ia a pure soft water, boil- 
ing up from under the gravel in red sand. 

In the vicinity of Chambersville the country ie rolling. "We observed 
the following section in a hill thirty-five feet high : 

Gray sand. 

Orange sand and gravel, 

White sand, — in all 35 feet. 

The white sand is seldom seen except in low places, and the whole thick- 
ness of the strata does not exceed fifty feet. 

Silieified wood was found near Chambersville. We collected from E. 
Atkinson's land, Section 22, Township 12 south, Range 13 west, a real soil 
of gray sand land, with a subsoil of red clay, which enables it to withstand 
the drought. The grovrth is principally white oak, red oak, post oak, and 
pine ; with an undergrowth of chincapin. This soil will yield from 800 
to 1000 pounds of cotton per acre. 

At Mr. Atkinson's spring there is a very soft gray sandstone and some 
ferruginous conglomerate. 
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Ten milea north of Hampton we passed over a ridge 140 feet high, 
covered with gravel. This gravel forme the surface stratum to within 
three miles of Hampton, with occasional beds of sandstone, ferraginous 
conglomerate, and sandy iron ore. Around Hampton the surface is level 
and there are some good plantations. 

In digging a well on "William Thompson's place, one mile south of 
Hampton, they passed through : 

Clay, Pipe clay, one foot tliiclr, 

Gravel, Tvitt streaks of red claj, Black dirt and lignite,— in all, 23 feet. 

In the southern and western parts of Calhoun the soil ia mostly sandy. 
East of Campagnole creek the land is low and flat and the soil ia sandy 
but contains more clay than the land on the west side of the creek, in some 
places being inclined to be erawfishy and spouty. 

The soils of this county have not yet been analyzed. 



BRADLEY COUNTY. 

In the southern part of Bradley County a light-gray silieious soil mixed 
with some gravel seems to prevail, with occasional patches of ferruginous 
conglomerate of tertiary date. When cultivated this land will produce 
from 800 to 1000 pounds of cotton, or 30 bushels of corn to the acre. On what 
is called the " second bottom" or " hummock land" there are many ancient 
mounds, with local beds of fresh-water shells, mostly UnionidEe, collected 
together no doubt by the Indiana who formerly inhabited this region, to 
whom these animals served as food. 

Samples of the above mentioned soil were collected, for analysis, from 
Col. J. R. Hampton's plantation. ItyieldsfromlOOO to 1500 pounds of cot- 
ton, or from 30 to 35 bushels of com to the acre. The principal growth 
is hickory, pine, and oak ; the undergrowth is witch-hazel and sumac. The 
low bottom land is a white clay, cold, wet and slushy, with an abundant 
growth of palmetto. This soil is very white, and is therefore used as a 
substitute for lime in whitewashing. Samples of this also for analysis 
were collected at Col. Hampton's. 

Lignite ia found at many places in this part of the county. Nine miles 
from Col. Hampton's, in the edge of Calhoun, there is an exposure of 
lignite in the bed of Saline River at Goulett Island, belonging to Governor 
E. N. Conway. It extends entirely across the stream, forming a partial 
dam, over which the water falls with considerable noise. At the time of 
my visit this bed was under water, and I learned from Antoine Poylo that 
it was six or seven feet thick, compact, and of a b!ack color; and that it is 
mined in large blocks, which bum well in a fireplace and make a hot fire. 
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The lisiiite on the Saline, in Section 34, Township 14 south, Range 9 
west, at the sulphur spring belonging to J. 11. Crawford, is said to be over 
six feet thick, I was unable to obtain myself a measurement upon it. 
The quality is the same as that on Governor Conway's land. The speci- 
mens collected were examined for oil in my laboratory, and gave from 200 
grammes, distilled in a small iron crucible, as follows : 



Coke, ■ T9.:-i5 33,fiT5 

Ammoniacal liquor, • ■ 56.15 28.075 

Crude oil 3G.0O IS.OOO 

lllumiualiiig gas and loaa, 28.50 14.250 

200.00 100.000 

According to this analysis there are 45 gallons of crude oil in 2000 
pounds of lignite. The practicability of manufacturing oil from this 
variety of eoal has already been alluded to in the first part of this Report. 

A qualitative chemical examination of Mr. Crawford's sulphur spring, 
shows it to he a strong alkaline suiphuret water, alkaline to test paper. 
The principal constituents are : 

Carbonate of alkalies, probably both soda and potash, 

Suiphuret of alkalies, 

Sulphate of mHgnesia (Epsom salts). 

Chloride of sodlura (common salt). 

This water no doubt also contains silica, for a log of wood in it is par- 
tially petrified. Its medical properties are antacid and antiscorbutic. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen was quite perceptible as odor in this water, but 
could not be detected with the usual lead and silver reagents. Yet there 
is reason to believe that it may exist, in combination with organic acids, 
in a state not affected by salts of lead or silver. 

The high bottom land of the Saline at James Crawford's is less sandy, 
and more argillaceous than the "hummock land," and will sometimes 
produce a bale of cotton to the acre, or from thirty to thirty-five bushels 
of corn. 

In the vicinity of Warren the soils are of a light-chocolate color, under- 
laid by red clay. Specimens were collected from E. S. Franklin's planta- 
tion for chemical analysis. See Dr. Robert Peter's Report, Nos. 369, 
370, 371. The principal growth is post-oak, blackoak, and pine, with an 
undergrowth of dogwood, maple, and hazel. It will produce eight hun- 
dred pounds of cotton, from twenty-five to thirty busliels of com, "or from 
fifteen to twenty bushels of wheat to the acre. 

In the northwestern part of Bradley a sot of soils was collected from 
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J. H. Mark's plantation, northeast quarter Section 4, Township 11 south, 
Eange 11 west, called a " genuine red soil ;" the characteristic growth ia 
e!m, mulberry, prickly ash, red-oak, and a few white oaks and hickory ; 
the undergrowth is dogwood, muscadine, and other grape-vines in great 
abundance. The average yield ia eight hundred pounds of cotton, forty 
bushels of corn, or fifteen bushels of wheat; it is also good foe rye and 
oats. Subsoiling improves this laud. See Dr. Eobert Peter's Eeport, 
Nos. 3T5, 376, 377. 

A large quantity of tertiary iron ore, containing casts of fossil shells, 
was seen in the northwestern part of the county, especially on J. M. 
Mark's land, Section 4 and Sections 17, 18, 19, Township 11 south, Range 
11 west ; also on Warren Grain's, and William Boyd's land. The highest 
part of Mark's field is covered with tons of this fossiliferous iron ore. It 
was reported hy Mr. Boyd that specimens had been sent to Philadelphia 
for examination, and word returned that it contained copper, silver, and 
platinum. There must be some mistake about this, as I have not been 
able to detect any trace of these metals in the specimens collected. 

Gypsum, gypseous mari, and tertiary shell marl are also found in the 
iiorthweetern part of this county. There has not yet been time to make 
an analysis of these marls ; but there can be no doubt that they will prove 
highly important as mineral fertilizers for certain kinds of land. 

On Section 4, Township 11 south, Eange 11 west, we observed the 
following section : 

Light sandy soil, 4 inches. 

Stiff yellow clay, with a streak of wliitef^ ...... 3 feet. 

Greenish-graj marl, .......... 1 foot. 

Brown oside of iron, fosailiferous, 5 inchea. 

Calcareous santJ-rock, usually a liarii greenish shell-rock, with protoxide 

of iron, 10 feet. 

Black dirt, 18 feet. 

Lignite, 

Blue clay, with some sand, 

Water-bed. 

The following is a qualitative chemical examination of mineral water, 
on Section 16, Township 12 south, Hange 10 west : 

Trace of carbonate ofiroa, Trace of sulphate of soda, 

Crenate and appocrenate of iron. Trace of chloride of sodium. 

Trace of sulphate of magnesia, 

Its medical properties are tonic and slightly laxative. 

The water which supplies J. M. Mark's steam boiler rises through a 
peculiar white, gray, and greenish mar!, which would no doubt prove a 
good fertilizer, and samples were collected for analysis. This ia a strong 
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alkaline, Balino water, with a trace of free sulphuretted hydrogen, and 
Bulphuret of alkalies. The principal constituents are : 

Carbonate of alkali, Chloride of sodium (common aalt), 

Carbonate of lime, Sulpliale of magnesia (Epsom salts), 

Carbonate of magnesia, Sulpiiate of soda (Glauber fialts). 

The well of water at J, L. Murphy's, on the west corner of Section 24, 
Township 12 sonth, Range 10 west, afforded : 

Chloride of sodium, strong, Carbonate of magziesia, 
Sulphate of lime, " soda, 

" magntsia, " potash. 7 

Carbonate of lime. 

Its medical properties are tonic and antacid. 

Leag's mineral water is six miles from AVarren. Of several springs 
examined the strongest gave : 

Sulphate of magnesia (Epsom salts), Carbonate of magnesia, 

" aoda [Glauber salts), '' soda (a trace). 

Chloride of sodium (common salt), " potash. 

Carbonate of lime, 



DREW COUNTY. 

The western part of Drew County is generally level, the highest land 
being 140 feet (by the aneroid barometer). above the bed of Saline River. 
No good sections could be seen, and the wells are only- 10 to 12 feet deep, 
passing, for the most part, through — 

Soil, 1 foot. 

Yellow clay and gravel, . . 4 to 5 feet. 

White aaud and gravel, 7 " 

Water bed. 

Stiff argillaceous clay ("joint claj"). 

The soil is more or less gravelly and the principal growth is pine. A 
sample of uncultivated soil for analysis was collected from a creek bottom 
at Robert Grier's, where the growth was gum, red-oak, and post-oak, 

J. O'Neal, residing six or eight miles northeast of Lacy, has the largest 
cotton plantation in that part of the country. The soil is a sandy loam, 
with 3 yellow silicious clay subsoil, producing 1000 pounds of cotton to 
the acre. 



,v Google 



OF ARKANSAS. 143 

In digging wells in the southern part of the county they pass through a 
kind of rotten limestone. I saw none exposed along our route, nor could 
I see or hear of any " blaek dirt." 

rive miles to the east of Vazy's, in the oak lands, at Dr. Twitty's and 
Husking' s, there is " hlack dirt" containing fossil leaves and shells. 

A set of soils was collected from James Vazy's plantation, Section 4, 
Township 14 south, Eange 8 west, on the waters of Clear creek. This is 
average soil of the southern part of the county ; the growth being pine, 
hickory and black oak; the yield, 800 pounds of cotton, or 25 bushels of 
com to the acre, 

Kear our camp at A. "Wilson's, there is some ferruginous conglomerate ; 
also a spring of good water. 

The ridges in the vicinity of Lacy are about 65 feet above the level of 
the bottoms, and are composed of red and yellow clay and gravel. Near 
the Ashley line an impure lignite was struck in a well at a depth of 20 
feet from the surface. 

In the vicinity of Monticello the country ia rolling and the surface more 
or less gravelly, with a growth of oak and pine. A soil was collected two 
and a half miles from this place from the "red-oak land" in oak woods; 
the subsoil is a yellow and red clay, which shows itself along the road. 

As the ground was covered with snow at the peiiod of our visit to this 
region it was difficult to distinguish the geological structure beneath. 

An Artesian well, sunk in the public square at Monticello, 150 to 160 
feet deep, passed through — 

Soil and subaoil, 

Yellow claj, 

Bed clay and a little sand, 

"Black dirt," a dark sticky clay, with segregations, 

At 145 feet depth fossil shells were found. Around Monticello water ie 
generally obtained at a depth of 20 feet in the " black dirt ;" but it is not 
reliable, giving out in a dry time. Twenty miles to the southeast good 
lasting water is obtained at a depth,of from 50 to 60 feet. 

Long prairie, ten to twelve miles south of Monticello, ia partly culti- 
vated. Lawyer's prairie, twenty-three miles to the northeast, ia surrounded 
by fine large oak timber, and is considered the moat productive prairie 
land in the county. 

On Bayou Bartholomew the bottom is from three to six miles wide ; the 
principal growth being gum and white-oak. The gum lands are considered 
the best and will produce a bale of cotton to the acre. 
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ASHLEY COUSTY. 



Ashley County, north of Fountain Hill, is much the same kind of coun- 
try and soil as are noted in Drew County; being principally pine on the 
highlands and oak on the creek bottoms. ■ 

Wells Bunk at Fountain Hill reach water at a depth of 18 feet, passing 
through soil, subsoil, stiff red clay with some gravel, and white sand and 
gravel, in which the water ia found. 

At Lewis Gardner's a well was sunk 28 feet deep, and the water found 
in a white sand and gravel one and a half feet above the " black dirt." 

South of Fountain Hill the country attains some thirty feet more eleva- 
tion, with a scattered growth of oak, known as " oak openings." These 
"oak openings" skirt the prairies of Ashley County and are, like the 
prairies, interspersed with small mound-like elevations composed of mate- 
rials which have for a greater time resisted denudation. Soils for analysis 
were collected from the "oak openings" near the prairies, five and a half 
miles north of Hamburg. It is a close-textured silicious clay, similar to 
that found in the post-oak flats of Indiana and Kentucliy. 

At Hamburg the strata have so thickened as to require wells to be 70 
feet deep iu order to secure a pennanent supply of water. 

The lands around Hamburg at the time of the early settlement of the 
country were wet and boggy, and were reported as swamp lands. Now 
they are dry, solid, and under good cultivation ; showing how great a 
change may be made by opening the forest, cultivating the soil, and keep- 
ing on the farms such stock as by browsing keep down the vegetation and 
at the same time by treading down the earth render it more compact. 

A little south of Hamburg there is a thin seam of lignite which, accord- 
ing to Mr. Pugh, extends westward to the lignite bed on the Saline 
belonging to Governor Conway. 

To the southeast of Hamburg, in the direction of Mr. File's plantation, 
there are oak openings interspersed with small prairies; both are covered 
with small mound-like elevations. 

Soils for analysis were collected from Mr. File's plantation, Section 2, 
Township 18 south, Kange 7 west. This is considered among the best of 
the upland soils in the county, and will produce 1000 pounds of cotton, or 
25 to 30 bushels of corn, to the acre. 

The western part of the county is rolling, and there the soil contains 
the most gravel. The highest and most broken part is on Beech creek. 

The prairies are generally considered worthless for cultivation. That 
underdraining would render them tillable is evident from the fact, that 
the low mounds from which the water freely drains are productive. It ia 
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possible that ditches may reach the eubstratam of sand at a reasonable 
depth, enabling the water to sink. 

Soiia for analysis were collected from a prairie between Hamburg and 
Wiliiana Spencer's, Section 14, Township 17 soath, Range 7 west. 

East of the prairies and towards Holiy Point there is a ridge of good 
land on which gum trees are th-e principal growth. 

On Overflowed Creek bottom, which ia from a half mile to a mile wide, 
the land ia good, but eubject to inundation. 

The alluvial bottoms of Bayou Bartholomew are fine cotton lands, 

The inclemency of the winter with a fail of sleet and snow prevented 
anything but a partial examination of this county, as well as of Drew and 
of Chicot. The eoila collected from these counties have not yet been 
analyzed.* 

CHICOT AKD DESHA COUHTIES. 

At Collin'a stage stand, the following section was taken from a well 
forty-aeveo feet in depth. 

Yellow soil, I 

Subsoil, ) .2 feet 6 inches. 

Whit* pipe-claj 4 inches. 

Firm hard clay, with sand, 12 to 15 feet. 

Compact sand, that will stand without eurljin^, . . 10 to IS feet. 
Drj loose sand, ......... 15 feet. 

Red sand and gravel (water bed), ...... 

Soila were collected from the "gum swamp land," or "bayou land," as 
it is variously designated by the residents, at James F. Lowry's, Section 36, 
Township 13 south, Range 3 west. These are said to be characteristic 
soils of most of the land between Bayou Bartholomew and Bayou Mason. 

* Since Dr. Owen's visit to Ashley County he received a letter from Messrs. W. Vf. Wood & 
Son, stating that they had sunk a shaft in search of minerals to the depth of sixty-three feet, and 
had found copper and other ores resembling silver and lead. Messrs. Wood state, also, that 
these ores are found in a sandstone, traversed by veins of white quartz, which has a breadth of 
fitly feet and may be traced fifteen miles in length. The shaft is six miles northwest of Ham- 
burg and ten miles from the Saline Kiver. 

According to their statement, they found at the depth of twenty-five feet a bed of coal, 
or something like it, two feet or more in thickness, full of iron pyrites; but more of the 
pyrites above and below, than in the coal seam. Beneath this "coal" there were pyrito us 
sands for several feet; then a soft blue roct, three or four feet thick, with "ore" and pyrites in 
the crevices. Before reaching the depth of siity-three feet fossil wood was found, which waa 
also charged with pyrites. 

With ore taken from this shaft Mr. Wood says he gave a coating of copper to steel. 

The fact that sandstones traversed by white quartz and metalliferous veins occur in this 
county is interesting, and the locality demands a careful investigation. — E. T. Cos. 
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The "gum ridge land" at Smith's, Stall's, and McDermot's, ia blacker and 
contains more sand than the " bayon soil." In some places it is thin and 
underlaid by red clay ; in others the loamy soil has a depth of eighteen 
feet, and rests upon blue clay six feet. Under this blue clay is a bed of 
coarse sand mixed with some gravel, in which good water is reached by 
digging weils. The bayou or swamp land, at Mr. Lowry's, is low and 
wet, but admits of easy drainage. It dries up rapidly, and ploughing can 
be commenced early in the spring. This land is not subject to overflow; 
it is just beginning to attract attention, and is already worth, adjoining 
the line of railroad, five dollars per acre. By some of the settlers it ia 
considered more productive than the "gum ridge land" of Bayou Bar- 
tholomew. 

The land known as the " buckshot land" in this county, is said not to 
produce as well as the Bayou Bartholomew gum ridges, or the swamp 
land at Lowry's. It suffers from drought, and produces best in a toler- 
ably wet summer. It is a sticky land, disagreeable to work. 

The Mississippi River flows along the eastern boundary of this county, 
and its broad alluvial bottoms, composed of a rich sandy loam, furnish 
one of the finest cotton-growing districts in the State. 

Desha, as well as Chicot County, has been as yet only partially examined. 
The land is for the most part flat and subject to overflow during the time 
of freshets, except where the waters have been restrained by levees. 

The Arkansas River, which flows through this county, has been leveed 
on both banks from Pine Bluff in Jefi'erson County to the mouth ; and the 
Mississippi River has been leveed thence southward beyond the limits of 
the State. The land thus reclaimed has become immensely valuable, and 
in its unimproved state, will sell for ten dollars per acre.. AVhere it lies in 
large bodies suitable for cultivation, partially improved and not too far 
from navigation, it commands in the market fifty dollars per acre. Cotton 
is the principal article cultivated ; and from one and a half to two bales 
can be raised on an acre of the best land. 

Soils for analysis were collected from J. B. Johnson's plantation on the 
Eed Pork bayou, and from the vicinity of Napoleon at the mouth of the 
Arkansas River. 



ARKANSAS CODHTY. 

The greater portion of Arkansas County between the Arkansas and 
White River bottoms is prairie land, derived no doubt from the clay bed 
which underlies the quaternary marl and sands, so well developed in 
Crowley's ridge, in Phillips and St. Francis counties. 

The prairie land is gently rolling, and the valleys are from five to ten 
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feet lower than the slight ridge-like elevations. They are wet and sponty, 
and the subsoil when thrown up by crawfish, is a light-colored clay. 

Soils characteristic of this prairie land were collected near Col. Farelly'a 
on the Spanish grant. The virgin soil was taken from land owned by 
James More, Section 18, Township 7 south, Range 3 west, and the culti- 
vated Boii and pale yellow ochre subsoil a few yards from the former, on 
Harold Stilwell's farm, which has been from forty to fifty years in culti- 
vation, For the analysis of these see Dr. Robert Peter's Report, Nos. 406, 
407, 408, A virgin soil was also collected from a part of the prairie some 
four to six feet higher than that from which the above were taken ; it is of 
a more porous quality; No. 409 of Dr. Peter's Report. 

The prairie land in this county has generally been looked upon as worth- 
less, in comparison with the woodland which adjoins it, and the alluvial river 
land. The woodland is said to yield as much as 1800 pounds of cotton, 
or from 30 to 40 bushels of com, to the acre. On comparing however the 
analysis of this soil (No. 410 in Dr. Peter's Report) with that of the prairie 
soil, it will be seen that the latter possesses as much of the elements requi- 
site for the nourishment of plants as the former. The prairie soil is mainly 
deficient in lime, soda, potash and organic matter in a soluble condition, 
as compared with the buckshot soil (No. 411 of Dr. Peter's Report), which 
contains these elements in an eminent degree. 

By a good system of drainage, and the addition of lime in some form, 
this prairie soil may be made highly productive.* Drainage will loosen 
the soil, permit the roots of the plant to penetrate to a proper depth, and 
correct the sour tendency which all standing or superfluous water exerts 
upon vegetation. 

The prairie land comes within one mile of the Arkansas River bank ; it 
is probable that at one time it extended much closer. 

Col. Farelly's dwelling-house is built upon a mound 22| feet above 
high water. This mound is evidently of aboriginal origin, as the place 
can be seen from which the earth was taken for its construction ; and 
various human bones and implements of pottery have been obtained from 
it, showing that it was a burial-place for the dead. 

A set of soils, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, ■^as collected from Col. Farelly's and 
James More's plantation, as specimens of the cotton lands of the Arkansas 
River bottom. No. 2, the cultivated soil, was collected with special re- 
ference to an investigation of the cause of rust in the cotton plant. It 
was therefore taken from the parts of the field where that had most pre- 

* I have but little doubt that a shell marl may be founii at a reasonable depth below the level 
of the prairie, which will serve to fiiriiiah lime, as well as other imporlant ingredienta to this 
land. Or a good shell marl maj be bad at the White Bluff on the Arkansas River, in JeiFeraon 
County.— E, T. Cox. 
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vailed, especially in the year 1857 ; the object being to ascertain whether 
rust is owing to the exhaustion of any of the ingredients required for the 
proper nourishment of the plant, or not. But it appears to be a local 
disease, only attacking certain plants on a given ground; and as it is 
worse in some seasons than in others, it is more likely to be attributable 
to some other cause than to a peculiarity in the proportion of mineral con- 
stituents of the soil. The soil is a sandy loam, and the subsoil, at the 
depth of from one to one and a half feet, is a dark-gray adhesive clay. 
For the analysis of these soils, see Dr. Eobert Peter's Report, Nos. 414, 
415, 416. 

The following section was obtained at the Post of Arkansas : 

Soil, 

Subsoil, B. pale oeiiry claj, 

Under clay, light colored, washed and ;^ullied, containing irregular and 

rounded pieces of oxide of iron, about the size of a small marble, . 8 feet. 
Ironshot clay. 
Compact reddish sand, in whith water is nsually reached at a total deplh 



of 40 feet, , 



The latter is of such a^compact nature that it canuot be dug with a spade 
or shovel, but must first be loosened with a pick. It disintegrates readily 
when exposed to the weather. 

The following section was taken from a well dug on Farelly k More'a 
plantation : 

Soil, 

Subsoil, pale -yellowish red. 

Under clay, with iron gravel, same as in former section, ... 8 feet. 

Compact reddish sand, .......... 30 " 

Water reached in coarse, white sand. 



A qualitative chemical examination was made of well water at Col. 
Farelly & More's plantation. It has an alkaline reaction, turning litmus 
paper blue in a short time. The principal constituents are : 

Chloride of sodium (common salt). Sulphate of magnesia. 
Carbonate of soda, " of lime, a trace, 

Bicarbonate of lime. Chloride of magnesium. 
" of magnesia. 

Dr. J. S. Loree, of South Bend, in this county, has finally, by a selection 
from various cotton seeds, succeeded in producing a prolific variety of the 
cotton plant, which will bear on an average 200 bolls to the stalk; on one 
stalk he has counted 700 bolls. This is equal to seven pounds of cotton, 
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taking the usual estimate of 100 bolls to the pound. One plant which we 
saw, and which Dr. Locee says was planted on the 1st of May, 1859, con- 
tained, on the 18th of June, 380 bolls. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

The soil at Dr. "Williams's and that at Dr. De Bow's is of the same 
character with that last described, varying from a sandy loam to a stiff 
tenacious red or chocolate-colored soil. The latter is considered the most 
productive, derived as it is from the fine red sediment brought down by 
the Arkansas river from the Canadian fork, one of its tributaries rising 
ill the mountains of Wew Mexico, and flowing through beds of red shale 
and clay. When floods from this fork raise the Arkansas river, the water 
grows thick with sediment, as red as blood. 

The fertilizing properties of this sediment of the Arkansas river, espe- 
cially essential to the cotton plant, are manifest from such facts as that 
stated by Dr. Williams and confirmed by the testimony of others, that on 
a sand-bar incapable of growing corn, from one to one and a half bales of 
cotton to the acre have been raised,* 

A specimen of the stifl" red clay "buckshot land" was collected at Dr, 
Williams's plantation, the surface soil having ratb^r a chocolate color. 
For the analysis of soils collected at this place see Dr. Robert Peter's 
Report, lHoB. 426, 427, 

At Dr. De Bow's in digging wells they pass through alternate layers of 
red sand and loam and dark stiff "buckshot clay," and sometimes 
through several feet of white clay, to a depth of about thirty-three feet, 
where water is obtained. 

Similar strata are also passed in sinking wells on Dr. Williams's plan- 
tation. The water is not generally good, and has a fetid odor. 

Upon a qualitative examination of Dr. Williams's well water, it was 
found to have an alkaline reaction. The principal constituents were : 

Chloride of sodium (common salt), Biearl>onale of magtieaia, 

Carbonate of soda, Sulphate of magnesia, 

" potash, Protoxide of iron, 

Bicarbonate of lime, strong, Silica. 

* Dr. Owen was of opinion, that the fertility of many of the sandy soils of the Arkansas river 
bottom, was kept up hj the rirer water, which permeated from lielow, and left its sediment 
within reach of the rootlets of the cotton plant ; and that he intended to speak at large 
upon this subject is evident from his notes; but their brevity precludes the possibility of my 
presenting in full his ideas. The coots of the cotton plant, it is said, descend to a depth of from 
four to seven feet in search of nourishment. — E. T. C. 
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The habitual use of this water so strongly charged with mineral water 
must prove injurious to the system. 

An analysis of the Arkansas river water at Dr. Williams's landing, the 
river at low-water stage, gave for the principal constituents : 

Chloride of sodium (common salt), Carbonate of magnesia, 
Carbonate of soda, " potash, 

Sulpbate of eoda (Glauber salts), Silica, 

" magnesia (Kpsom salts). Protoxide of iron. 

Carbonate of lime, strong. 

The river water is slightly alkaline to litmus paper, and contains more 
chloride of sodium than the well water. 

At Major J. B. Hall's landing on the Arkansas river we saw the follow- 
ing section, in a space of five or six feet : 

Light yellow sand, Stiff red elaj, Stiff day, two inches, 

Chocolate-colored sand, Gray sand, Light yellowish gray sand. 

In digging a cistern, Major Hall passed through two layers of clay, 
which, after the hydraulic cement was put on, had their position 
marked by an exudation forming a conspicuous belt of a tasteless white 
crust or powder, probably a hydrate of alumina, which, when dissolved in 
hydrochloric acid, gives a precipitate of alumina with ammonia, but no pre- 
cipitate with chloride of barium. 

Soil and subsoil were collected from Major J. B. Hall's new plantation, 
on Section 19, Township 5 south, Range 7 west, known as the oak and 
sweet-gum land. (See Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 424, 425.) It differs from 
the " buckshot land" soil in being lighter colored, more porous, and less 
tenacious, warmer, inducing a more rapid growth, and when ploughed not 
forming clods. On a portion of this field there was a remarkable super- 
ficial red coating, j-esembling red land, probably a deposition of alumina 
and iron, which has been suspended by rain-water.* This light-colored 
and silieioua soil is underlaid by red ferruginous clay. Soils were also 
collected from J. M. Bass's plantation, of stiff " buck-shot land," an analysis 
of which is given in Dr. Peter's Report, at Nos. 428, 429. Here was 
observed more conspicuously than elsewhere the remarkable polish given 
to this kind of land by the passage of the plough. It glistens in the sun, 
when turned up, like a metallic or submetallie surface. This peculiar soil 
receives its name from its crumbling into grains or 8ma;ll irregular balls 
like buckshot. It is an easy soil to plough if not left until the March 
winds dry it up and render it so unmanageable that it will not become 
mellow during the whole season. 

Another collection of soils was made from B. F. Richardson's planta- 

* The specimen collectesi has not yet been analyzed. 
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tjon, Section 2, Township 6 south, Eange 3 west, where the surface has a 
superficial coating of reddish and yellowish ochre, and where, especially 
in low places, the rust prevails.* 
In a well dug on B. F. Richardson's plantation the following strata were 
1 through : 

Sandy loam, . 4 feet 

Red under clay, 10 to 12 " 

Stiff reddish blue tenacious dnj 4 " 



* Dr. D. D. Owen makes reference in his notes to a letter on tha cotton rust, received from 
Mr. B. P. Richardson last August ; and there is reasoo to believe that he would have had much 
to say upon this subject in this report, that would have proved of importance to the cotton 
planter. The wciter does not find any conclusions arrived at in the notes, and will, therefore, 
briefly give his own opinion from the evidence which has been therein collected together. 

From Mr. Richardson's very interesting letter, showing him to be a patient and accurate 
observer, we learn the following facts : 

1st. Bust is a disease of the prolific varieties of cotton. 

2d. Where the alluvium, or sandy loam sail, is not underlaid by a tenacious clay (secondary 
formation of Mr. Richardson's letter), but extends down to the sand, rust is never seen. 

3d Ihe less the depth of soil above the substratum of tenacious clay, the more the plants are 
diseased 

4th The disease is most prevalent tn the low places where the under clay is nearest to the 
surface 

5th StaUe and straw manure ore highly injurious ; wbereas a dressing of cotton seed is bene- 

6th New E;round is as bad for rust as old, or even worse. 

7th From one to one and a half bales of cotton to the acre may bo raised on sand-bars formed 
in the Arkansas River. 

We also learn from Dr. R. Peter's Report of the analysis of soils collected from plantations 
where the rust prevails, that there are no mineral constituents found therein which are in them- 
selves injurious to the cotton plant; see his Report, Nos. 414, 415, 416. These analyses go to 
show that the subsoil, so far from being an injurious material, is on the contrary rich in elements 
of fertility. 

The inlerence, therefore, which I draw from the foregoing is, that the natural soil for the cot- 
ton plant is a aandi/ loam; that the prolific varieties of cotton necessarily require a greater 
amount of nourishment than the unprolific or Petite Gulf variety, and send their roots to a 
greater depth in search of the requisiW nourishment (four to seven feet, according to Dr. Wit. 
liaras), at which depth they come in contact with a cold and wet retentive clay, not deficient in 
wholesome food, but rendered poisonous by an excess of water which has found a lodgment in it. 

In this unnatural and sickly condition of the plant the application of manures containing food 
in a state easily dissolved and readily taken up by the plant, is but adding fuel to the fire ; for 
the enfeebled plant is not able to elaborate with sufficient rapidity this abundant supply of liquid 
nutriment, and the disease extends itself. 

The only remedy, if this be the true cause of the rust disease, will be found in thorough drain- 
ing ; or in properly ditching the diseased land, so as to draw off the water from the substratum 
of clay. The experiment is easily made on a small scale, and the trial is earnestly recommended 
to planters whose crops suffer from this blight. 

The light-colored "ironshot clay" (417 of Dr. E.Peter's Report), seen at the Post of Arkansas, 
at CoL Farelly's and More's, and on portions of the prairie land, baa always proved to be a wet, 
erawfishy soil, wherever I have examined it. — E. T. C. 
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At twenty-one feet deptb good soft water was found, which is said to wash 
nearly as well as rain-water. A well was examined at Major J, B. Hail's, 
that does not rise and fall with the river, as is usually the case with wella 
in that part of the country. It contains : 

Bicarbonate oflime, Sulpliate of magnesia, a trace, 

" of magnesia, " of soda, " 

Chloride of sodium, a trace, Carbonate of soda, " 

Major Hall's well-water does not contain as much salt, or carbonate of 
soda, as the Arkansas Kiver water at the time of examination, nor as much 
as the well-water on Dr. Williams's plantation. 

On the Hon. Robert Johnson's plantation, five milea below Pine Bluff, 
soils were also collected, some from those portions of the plantation where 
the cotton is aflected by the rust. These, as well as other soiis collected 
in this county, have not yet been analyzed. 

The following section was obtained at Pine Bluff: 

Pine silicious loam, ........ 8 inches to 1 foot. 

Aah-colored and light-yellowish graj loamy clay, with some 

gravel scattered through it, IG feet. 

Red clay, IG " 

Orange-colored sand and some ftrruginons sandstone and 

yellowish-gray sand, . 2S " 

At Newton's stage stand a fine bold spring, known as the Rock Spring, 
breaks out from under a bed of gravel, and is nearly as pure as rain water, 
containing hardly any ingredient but carbonic acid, and apparently a trace 
of iron. This is the purest and best water for constant domestic use which 
we have tested in Jefferson County. 

Section at White Bluff: 

Soil, . . "^ 

Sand and clay, >• 10 feet. 

Gravel, . . J 

Thin-banded light-gray clay, alternating with sand, ... 10 " 

Green marly clay, with fossils, Underlaid by light and dark-colored 

marls, highly fossil iferon a, 60 " 



The fossils found in the above section (some of which are figured on 
Plate IX, accompanying this Eeport) belong to the Eocene Tertiary, 



CRITTBHDEN, MISSISSIPPI, AND CKAIGHBAD COUNTIES. 

The first two of these counties are, for the most part, composed of alluvial 
lands, subject to inundation at high freshets of the Mississippi River, which 
I their eastern boundary, and of tlie St. Francis and Little Rivers, 
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which flow along their western margin. They have many small lakes and 
bayous interspersed through the interior ; and one of these lakes in Crit- 
tenden County, called Blackfish lake, is said to have the bottom paved 
with brick, supposed to be the work of the aborigines. We had no 
opportunity to examine it, and consider the story doubtful. 

The soil along the Mississippi Eiver in these two counties is a sandy 
loam ; in the interior and western portions it contains generally more 
■clay; alarge portion is known aa "buckshot" laud. 

A virgin soil was collected from Col. Anstill's plantation in the western 
part of Crittenden, known as " cane land." It is of the black sand and 
stiff clay variety. The cultivated soil was taken from Cook's old field; 
twenty years in cultivation. A sample of the genuine "gum land" was 
collected between Col. Anstill's dwelling and the St. Francis River. The 
" buckshot soil" was taken from Samuel Hinton's place. 

These are the principal varieties of soil found in the western part of 
Crittenden and Mississippi counties. For their analysis see Dr. Peter's 
Report, Nos. 420, 421, 422, 423. 

Craighead is a new county, formed out of a portion of the three coun- 
ties, Green, Poinsett, and Mississippi. Crowley's ridge passes through it; 
but level bottom land predominates. In speaking of the "sunk land" 
distrietj in its eastern portion, allusion to the parts of this county most 
suitable for cultivation and most highly productive has already been made. 

Soils for analysis were collected from T. Heralson's plantation at the 
Bay settlement; and also from the Maunelle prairie, near tlie Deep Land- 
ing, on Mr. Foulke's plantation. This prairie contains about a section of 
land, and is only partially inundated at a time of extreme high water. 
For the analysis of this prairie soil, see Dr. Peter's Report, Noa, 417, 418, 
419. 

Mr. Foulke's well-water, in the prairie, was found to contain : 

Chloride of sodium (oomraon salt) stroug, 

Carbonic acid, in small quantity, 

Lime, strong, and probably for Ihe most part in & state of chloride.* 

* This oloses the notes bft by Dr. Owen at bis dticease.— E. T. C. 
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THE FOURCHE COVE 



PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 



JOSEPH LESLEY, 
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New Hakmomt, Deo. ], 1860. 

RrcHABD Dale Owen, M.D. 

Sir: According to instructions received from Dr. B. D. Owen, Chief 
Geologist of the Arkansas Survey, I left this place, in company with Mr. 
E. T. Cox, Assistant Geologist, on the 30th of October last, to prosecute a 
special topographico-geological survey of that portion of Pulaski County 
known as the Fourehe Cove. 

We arrived at Little Eock on the 5th of !N"ovemher, — were joined by 
the camp team, which left this place on the 22d October, on the 8th No- 
vember, and arrived at the Fourehe Cove camp the same evening. The 
examination was finished upon the 20th of iJ^ovember, and the next day 
camp was broken «p and started home, — Mr. Cox, and myself arriving 
here on the 26th of !November. 

I submit herewith a report of the detailed topographical and geological 
survey of the district above named, in compiling which I have been 
greatly aided by the geological examinations made by Mr. E. T. Cox, 
Assistant Geologist to the Arkansas Survey. 

"With great respect, I remain yours, &e., 

JOS. LESLEY, 

Topographical Geologist. 
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DETAILED TOPOGRAPHICAL AND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF 
THE FOURCHE COVE IN PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 



The plan pursued in the survey just finished was simple and compara- 
tively inexpensive, and was intended to exemplify how each important 
geological locality in the State of Arkansas may be the more exactly 
examined by taking the topographical with the geological features of the 
country, insuring accuracy of position and consequently the power of 
determining the course and extent of its mineral deposits. 

The plan pursued in this instance was to determine first the position 
of known points, such as section corners, bridge crossings, &e. ; running 
compass-lines from and to these points ; measuring the distances by pacing ; 
noting all irregularities of surface and geological features, and ascertaining 
heights with an aneroid barometer, — a second barometer being noted at 
regular intervals during the day at camp, to obtain the compensation for 
any rise or fall during that day. 

The map which accompanies this report embraces that portion of Pulaski 
County, Arkansas, known as the Fourche Cove district, lying in Sections 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 2T, 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36 of Township 1 north. Range 
12 west; and Sections 2, 3, 4, and Fractional Sections 9, 10 and 11 of 
Township 1 south. Range 12 west, Of the fifth Principal Meridian. 

Topographically this district resembles, as its name indicates, a two- 
pronged fork. A ridge of feldspathic rock, running a little east of north 
for a mile and a quarter through the entire length of Section 4 into the 
southeast corner of Section 33, there divides, — the western prong bending 
a little north-northwest and running for three miles through Sections 33, 
28, and 22, while the eastern prong continues in a due northeast course 
for three miles and a quarter through Sections 34, 26, and 24. Between 
the prongs lies a semi-oval shallow cove. The whole district is inclosed 
between the Fourche Bayou on the north, the Little Fourche Bayou on 
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the southwest and -vveat, and t}ie Arkansas River bottom on the southeast 
and east. The lower road from Little liock to Pine Bluff skirts its eastern 
border; the middle Pine Bluff road passes directly through the Cove, and 
the upper road to the same place passes round its western border. 

The western prong of the ridge is cimeter-shaped, and attains an eleva- 
tion of 300 feet above low water at Fourehe Bayou. Its outside flank or 
escarpment is steep ; its inner side slopes gently down to the Cove creek. 
The eastern prong is nearly straight, attains an elevation of 270 feet, and, 
like the other, has a gently sloping inner flank and a st«ep outer one. 
The regularity of this last is broken by three spurs of less altitude than 
the prong ridge itself jutting out at right angles to it iu a southeast direc- 
tion into the bottom lands. At the junction of the two prongs is a low 
watershed, 170 feet above Pourche Bayou. The eastern ridge, continuing 
past it, forms the handle of the fork. This handle attains also an altitude 
of 270 feet, and is quite steep on its east side, but less so on its west side. 
Its nose, low down near the level of the drainage of the country, is par- 
tially encircled by extensive deposits of amygdaloid, in which are excava- 
tions said to have been made by the Spaniards in their search after pre- 
cious metals. South of this nose, across one of the branches of Little 
Fourehe, and, as if in continuation of it, rises an outlying spur composed 
of the same materials as the main ridge, and extends for nearly a mile 
through Section 9, before passing under the overlying gravel of the tertiary 
formation. On its western side are several old " Spanish diggings" in the 
same material as that which encircles the nose of the main ridge. 

As I before remarked, there are three spurs shooting out from the side 
of the eastern prong. The northern, low and broad, passes in a south of 
east course through Section 25. The middle one divides ; one part pass- 
ing southeast into Section 36, and the other part south into Section 35; 
together forming a low, broad, undulating ridge, with numerous water- 
sheds. The southern spur passing through the southeast corner of Section 
34 into the northwest corner of Section 2, is narrow and straight, and 
much higher than either of the others. These spurs are each about one 
mile and a quarter in length, and disappear under tertiary sandstones and 
gravel. 

In the general report already made of this section of the country by the 
chief geologist, mention is made of the local occurrence of iron ores, feld- 
Bpathic granites, sandstones, basalt, &e. This survey has accurately located 
these, and thus enables one to follow their exposures in detail. 

Kising then out from the tertiary deposits which surround it on every 
side this forked ridge offers for the most part a feldspathlc rock, varying 
much in quality, — disintegrating rapidly in some localities, — whilst in 
others, as in the northeast corner of Section 28, it is hard and compact, 
and is being now quarried, affording an excellent building material. 
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North of the point where the two prongs of the ridge isaue from the 
handle a belt of basaltic rock fragments may be traced from the erest of 
the west prong past the head of the cove, across the east prong and down 
to the middle spur on the eastern side. This belt is two miles in length, 
by one-half mile in breadth, covering the east half of the northeast corner 
of Section 33, the whole of the north half of Section 34, the northwest 
corner of Section 35, and the west half of the northeast corner of Sec- 
tion 35. 

The cove, as before mentioned, is oval-shaped, and is drained by Cove 
creek and its tributaries, which, after quitting the slopes of the ridges, flow 
through deposits of tertiary gravel and gravelly iron ore. At a higher 
level and skirting the broad, flat spurs of the ridges, arc to be seen patches 
of the millstone grit formation, remains of which are also to be found 
lying upon the east side of the east prong in Sections 25 and 24, and, 
like those in the cove, seem to lie over the feldspathic rock of the ridge 
and under the tertiary gravel. In this immediate vicinity (southeast 
corner of Section 24) is also found an amygdaloid rock similar in appear- 
ance to that of the "Spanish diggings." 

Descending the eastern slope of the main ridge, the eye wanders over 
a vast outstretch of pine forest, which extends in a southeast direction 
towards Pine Bluff. Its northwestern edge is about one and a half miles 
distant from the crest of the ridge, marking the near edge of the tertiary 
deposits, which are to be found however in spots in the beds of the small 
streams up to the very base of the cove ridges. The country covered by 
these tertiary deposits of gravel, sandstone, and iron ore, is for the moat 
part quite flat, and, in the region examined, has been partially cultivated. 
Two miles southeast of the cove arise however three hills, two of which 
attain an elevation of 160 feet, and the third 120 feet above Fourche 
Bayou. The two northern knobs are joined by a high watershed, and 
stand upon the line between Sections 2 and 11, The southern hill is much 
the larger, and occupies with its spurs the whole southern half of Section 
11. These hills deserve the careful attention of iron manufacturers, as 
they have the appearance of being an ore sufficiently rich to use in the 
high blast furnace. Charcoal for fuel can be obtained from the neigh- 
boring forest, and six miles to the north and northwest are beds of lime- 
stone. 

The general surface of this Fourche Cove district is rough and unin- 
viting, and presents but few inducements to the agriculturist, except, per- 
haps, in the long and wide bottom of the main and Little Fourche Bayous, 
where stock-raising could be carried on with profit. The cove itself is 
uninhabited. On the eastern side of the main Fourche ridge, however, 
the land is fair, and ten or twelve farms have been opened up, some of 
them quite recently; the nearness to Little Eock and the high priceof pro- 
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viaions there offer sufficient iiidueementa. These farms are moatly small, 
and lie in the broad tertiary valleys up against the base of the ridge and 
between its spurs. It is upon two of these farms that the porcelain 
earth mentioned in the general report is exposed, in wells dug by Mr, 
George Piles and Mr, Plank. It occurs from twelve to eighteen feet below 
the general surface of the country, and the thickness of the deposit varies 
from three to fifteen feet. From surface indications it extends over a con- 
siderable area. This porcelain earth or kaolin is wTiite, slightly tinged 
with gray, and I would call particular attention to it, as an apparently 
good clay, such as may be used in the manufacture of fine porcelain ware, 
to be mined at small expense by stripping the light soil which covers it. 
The neighboring quartzose feldspar rock, though not examined with a 
view to this subject, maybe found to afford a flux to be used in the manu- 
facture of the finer hard porcelains. 

The district is poorly timbered, the principal varieties being white and 
black oak and dogwood, with a thick undergrowth of black jack and 
scrub oak. The pine timber to the southeast is thick and of large size. 

The contour-line relief map of this district, if published, will be found 
at the end of tlie volume. . The lines represent what would be the shore 
lines were the waters of the Gulf of Mexico to rise and make this district 
an island. Each shore line represents 10 feet additional elevation. 
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Chkmical Labosatory, Lbxisotok, Kekthckt, 

July 30tli, 1860. 

Dear Doctor: 

According to your instructions, I herewith transmit to you my detailed 
Report of the Chemical Analyses of Arkansas soils, &c., which have been 
made in my laboratory during the past and present years. Ton will find 
described in it one hundred ajid eighty-geven soils, subsoils, and underelaya, 
and two nitre-earths, collected by you for analysis from thirty-eight coun- 
ties of Arkansas, during your recent geologico-agricultural examination of 
that State ; and six soils from Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, obtained by 
you in your former northwestern explorations, and believed by you to be 
amongst the most fertile of that great region, — the analyses of which are 
given here for the sake of the comparison of these virgin soils with the 
soils of Arkansas. 

The specimens of soils have generally been collected in sets of three 
from each locality, viz. : the virgin or uncultivated soil; the soil of the oldest 
cultivated field of the neighborhood ; and the subsoil of the same. Sometimes 
the underclay, or the clay beneath the subsoil, has also been collected. 
The object of this mode of collection being to endeavor to ascertain, by 
the analyses, not only the chemical composition of these various soils, 
and any differences which might exist in the soil, subsoil, and underclay, 
but also to detect any deterioration which may have been caused in the 
soil of the old fields, by lengthened cultivation in the ordinary way. 

In the course of these analyses of the Arkansas soils, the comparative 
analyses of vir^n soil and cultivated soil, were made in fifty-nine different 
eases ; and in forty-three out of the fifty-nine some diminution, more or less, of 
the essential ingredients, was observed in the soil of the old field. In sixteen 
cases out of the fifty-nine, the soil of the old field showed little or no signs 
of deterioration, as compared with the virgin soil, or appeared even richer 
than that ; and in several of them a more rich subsoil had doubtless been 
somewhat mixed with the surface soil by the action of the plough, or had 
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probably communicated some of its soluble materials to it. Some few 
cases, bowevcr, were decidedly anomalous, in wbieb the old field soil may 
have been originally richer than the sample taken aa virgin soil, or some 
mistake may have occurred. 

This, as you may recollect, coincides to a considerable extent, with the 
results of a similar examination of soils in the Kentucky Geological 
Survey, in which this comparison between virgin soil and old field soil of 
the same locality, was made in seventy-nine cases, and in seventy-one out of 
the seventy-nine, the old field soil was found to be less rich in essential ingre- 
dients than the virgin soil* These examinations show the utility of 
chemical analysis, when conducted carefully and in a strictly comparative 
manner, in pointing out the true cause of the deterioration of the soil, and 
of the diminution of its productiveness, well known to result from thrift- 
less husbandry : and, consequently, the best modes of restoring it to its 
original fertility. 

The soils of a newly settled country, especially where much of them are 
of bottom lands subject to occasional overflow, could not be expected to 
show as marked signs of deterioration by cultivation, as those of an 
older, longer cultivated, and more elevated region. 

This deterioration of the oldfield soil has now been sbown, by compara- 
tive chemical analysis (in the Kentucky, Indiana, and Arkansas Surveys), 
in BO great a majority of cases, that the ability of chemical analysis to 
exhibit the changes of the soil, caused by the culture of crops, maybe said 
to be fully demonstrated, notwithstanding the doubts, in this relation, 
which have been expressed by some of our best analytical chemists. 

These analyses show also a great variety in the soils of Arkansas ; which 
State may boast, amongst her river bottoms and in her cretaceous and 
Lower Silurian soils, of as fertile lands as any on the continent. Amongst 
these cretaceous soils are some (see Kos. 327, 328, 344, 366, 367, and 368, 
in this Report), which are .so rich in carlonate of lime that some of them 
maybe classed as marls rather than soils; and may even be employed 
as quicklime, if they could be conveniently calcined; and possibly for 
hj'draulic cement; for which purpose some of them deserve a trial. 
Others, as Nos. 365, 366, and 367, contain so much oxide of iron that they 
resemble in color, as probably in composition, the famous red soil of the 
island of Cuba, on which the best segar-tobaeeo is raised ; some of these 
may be employed as a cheap pigment for common painting, being of the 
nature of red ochre or Spanish hrown, which are found to be amongst 
the best paints which can be used for the preservation of wood, &c., which 
is exposed to the weather. 

It is believed that by no other mode than by chemical analysis, or by 
the more tedious and laborious method of actual experience, in cropping, 

* Similar results were exhibited in the recent Indiana Survey. 
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for a series of years and published records of the same, can the actual 
nature, capabilities, and value of the various soils of a State be presented 
to tlie public ; and that by instituting this Geologico-Agricultural Survey, 
the State of Arkansas not only aids materially in the progress of the 
general science of the civilized world, and that of the soil in particular, 
but takes the most effectual mode of making known to the enlightened 
immigranther agricultural riches. In this she has followed the wise lead of 
the older State of Kentucky, in which, since the institution of her Geological 
Survey (which is, unfortunately just now, but we hope only temporarily, 
suspended), the value of the lands in the regions examined and reported 
on has been very greatly enhanced. 

In this, too, the State is performing a duty which she owes to her inha- 
bitants and to the science and agriculture of the world at large ; for, from 
the nature of the case, the analysis of the soils of a State never can be 
made and published by individual expense and enterprise alone, but must, 
like all great general surveys and explorations, and works for the common 
good, be done under the immediate patronage of the Government. In no 
other way, moreover, can they be done eo well or so economically, as 
when by the influence of that central power a great number of samples, 
from all parts of the State, are brought together at once, to be compara- 
tively examined and studied ; more especially as the full experience of the 
writer has demonstrated, as it is found that no more time and attention, 
on the part of the analyst is required for the analysis of fifteen or twenty 
diflerent soils together than wouid be necessary for a single one taken 
alone. 

With much respect, 

I remain, &c., 

EGBERT PETEE. 

D. D. Owes, M.D., 
State Geologist of Aikansaa. 
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The term Essential Materials of the Soil having been employed in the 
following pages without explanation, it may be proper to prefix a few 
explanatory remarks. 



NATURE OP BOIL IH GENERAL. 

A soil is usually a mixture of a large proportion of sand, of various 
degrees of fineness (generally very fine, and accidentally mixed with more 
or less gravel or stones), with smaller quantities of clay (which is princi- 
pally Alumina), Oxides of Iron and Manganese, Carbonates of Lime and 
Magnesia, and generally still eraaller proportions of Phosphates, Sulphates, 
and of the ali^alies, Potash and Soda, and traces of Chlorine, Iodine, Fluorine, 
&c. This mixture is always colored, more or less, by the remains of the 
decomposition of animal and vegetable bodies; which, with traces of Am- 
monia and some strongly adhering mixture, are classed together in the 
following Report as Organic and Volatile matters, and have been denomi- 
nated by writers "Humus, Gfeirte, Vegetable Mould," ka. 

Sometimes, as in the case of some of the Cretaceous soils of this State, 
described in the following Report, much of the sand, &c,, is replaced by 
Carbonate of Lime (chalk or limestone in a pulverulent state) ; and in the 
red soils the Oxide of Iron abounds greatly. In the heavy clay soils and 
subsoils and the clai/a, the Alumina predominates ; in Peaty soils the Organic 
matters, and in the sandy soils the •^and is in superabundance. 



ORIOIN OF SOILS. 

Some soils have evidently been deposited quietly under water, in former 
igieal ages, in the places in which we find them; the materials not 
having been subsequently hardened into rock, as has evidently been the 
case with some of the cretaceous soils of this State. Others have been 
produced on the spots where they ai'e found by the slow disintegration of 
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rocks in place under the combined action of the air, water, froat, ka.; 
which has, no doubt, been the case with many of the soils over the lime- 
Btone and shaly regions. Some have been produced or essentially modi- 
fied by deposits from springs of water holding oxide of iron or other mate- 
rials in solution, — in exemplification of which we may mention some of 
tte red soils, — and others have been brought by the transporting power of 
water, which has carried the fine earthy materials sometimes from distant 
regions, and deposited them where we find them, as in the soils of the 
Srift, or Quaternary period. 

By the growth and decay of vegetables and by the nouriehment and de- 
composition of animals on the surface, these mineral materials become more 
and more mixed with the remains of these organic bodies, and certain of the 
more soluble of the mineral substances, necessary to vegetable and animal 
nourishment, are brought more and more to the upper portion of the soil, 
until a marked difference is to be noticed in the appearance and general 
qualities of this upper portion as compared with the deeper-seated parts, 
called the subsoil. This upper darker colored portion has received the 
names vegetable mould, garden mould, &c., and is found to be generally 
quite rich in all the materials essential to vegetable nourishment. 



ESSENTIAL MATERIALS OP THE SOIL. 

Every portion of the common soil may be said to be essential to vege- 
table nourishment ; even the Silica (or Silex), of which the Sand is maiuly 
composed, is required for vegetable growth and animal development, being 
necessary to their constitution ; yet, aa sand or silex exists in such very large 
proportion on the earth's crust that it is always in great superabundance, 
in even the most sterile soil it is not usual to speak of it as one of the 
essential materials \)y distinction. As a mechanical agent also sand is 
indispensable to temper the too great tenacity of the clay with which it is 
mixed in the soil, and to make it light and permeable to moisture, gases, 
and the rootlets of plants. 

!N"or do we generally speak of the Alumina (the main constituent of 
clay) as amongst the essential materials of vegetable nourishment, espe- 
cially as it is doubtful whether it ordinarily enters into the composition of 
common plants and animals ; but yet the presence of this material is neces- 
sary to the constitution of a good soil. Alumina (or clay) serves to bind 
together the too movable sand ; and by its superior attraction for moisture, 
ammonia, and the nutritive gases, and vapors generally, aa well as for the 
alkalies and the products which result from vegetable and animal decora- 
position, it absorbs, arrests on the surface, and holds these valuable mate- 
rials for the use of growing vegetables. Too much Alumina renders a soil 
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too retentive of water, too eold, too stiff and hesivy for easy cultivation ; 
whilst too little alumina characterizes that light and sandy soil, which is 
said to be a hungry soil, because it cannot retain the fertilizing materials 
which may be lodged upon it. 

Nor is it usual, in common language, to class the Oxide of Iron amongat 
the strictly essential ingredients of soils ; because, mainly, of its general 
diffusion and abundance. The glady soil of Camp creek, Union County, 
No. 840, described in the following Report, is a very rare example of a soil 
which does not contain a sufficient amount of this commonly diffused oxido 
for vegetable nourishment. Yet the Oxide of Iron is always necessary to 
organic development ; and it is highly probable that without this oxide, 
and its usually associated oxide of manganese, no vegetable could grow nor 
animal live healthily ; because these oxides are always found amongst the 
mineral constituents of plants, — and to all animals they are essentially 
necessary, especially to the composition of the blood and of the red tissues. 

Oxide of Iron also, like Alumina, has a considerable attraction for 
organia matters, moisture, and the nutritive gases, especially for Ammonia, 
which is said never to be absent from it, even in the softer varieties of 
iron ores; and it is believed, by recent observers, that oxide of iron in the 
soil, in the presence of moisture, favors the speedy resolution of vegetable 
and animal remains into products suitable to the nourishment of plants. 
Its presence is said to be especially favorable to the formation of nitrates, 
which are amongst the best fertilizers. 

The Carbonates of Lime and Magnesia are usually named amongst the 
essential materials of soils. Both exist in all soils, generally in limited and 
sometimes in minute quantities, especially the former. Both lime and 
magnesia are essential constituents of the vegetable and animal constitu- 
tion. The ashes of all plants contain a considerable quantity of them, and 
especially those of the bark of trees. The ashes of the hemp plant, tobacco, 
clover, of the wood and bark of the common fruit trees, always contain 
much lime. The carbonates of lime and magnesia are so soluble in water 
containing carbonic acid, especially in the presence of the acid organic 
matters resulting from animal and vegetable decomposition, that atmo- 
spheric water passing through the fioil which contains these acids, always 
dissolves out more or less of them. Hence soils, even over limestone 
strata, and which have probably been formed by the decomposition of 
lime-rock, usually contains but a limited quantity of carbonate of lime. 
The water which contains much of the carbonates of lime and magnesia, 
held in solution by carbonic acid, is what is called hard water; it deposits 
these earthy salts when the carbonic acid gas is dissipated by boiling or 
exposure to the air; hence the crust in the boiler; hence stalactites and 
incrustations in caves. These hard waters generally contain some Phos- 



,v Google 



174 CHEMICAL AGRICULTURE 

phate and Sulphate of Lime, and more or less Carbonate of Iron, wliieh 
are also soluble in ■water containing Carbonic Acid. 

Amongst the most important of the essential ingredients of soil, because 
thej are found in them in smaller proportions than the others above-men- 
tioned, are the Phosphates and Sulphates, and tbe alkalies, Potash and Soda. 
The Phosphates, composed of Phosphoric acid united with lime, mag- 
nesia, and sometimes oxide of iron or alumina, exist in all soils, having 
been derived from the roeka from whence these were formed by disinte- 
gration. They are found in all parts of the vegetable structure, but in 
largest (Quantity in the seeds or gi'aiua, of the ashes of which they form a 
notable proportion, and to the formation of which, as well as of vegetable 
tissue in general, they are absolutely necessary. In animals the Phos- 
phates form the principal weight of the earthy portion of the bones, and 
are essential also to the soft tissiies and fluids ; coming to them, of course, 
from their food, which in all classes of animals is originally from the vege- 
table kingdom. A soil which does not contain Phosphates in sufficient 
quantity, although it may be able to nourish, to some extent, the green 
and woody tissues, will not cause the production of grain or seed, nor 
much nourishing food for animals. 

The Alkalies, Potash and Soda, which are also positively essential to all 
kinds of vegetable growth, are, on the other hand, most abundantly 
required in the herbaceous parts of plants ; the green leaves and herba- 
ceous stems and twigs, contain much more of these than the hard 
woods and their seeds and grains. Hence, whilst the production of crops 
of the grains tends to exhaust the soil of its Phosphates, that of green or 
herbaceous crops, as tobacco, clover, the grasses, and the garden vegeta- 
bles generally, remove from it a larger proportion of its alloiliea. 

The Sulphates (generally Sulphate of Lime, sulphuric acid combined 
with lime), are also required for the healthy growth of all plants, but more 
especially for those of the Pea family, as clover, kc, for the family of the 
Orudfer^, as the cabbage, turnip, mustard, radish, and for the AlUacece or 
onion family. 

The organic and volatile matters of the soil, so called, are of very great 
importance to vegetable growth, not only furnishing, by their slow de- 
composition and oxidation, carbonic acid and moisture to plants, but also 
holding ammonia, which contains Nitrogen essential to vegetable nourish- 
ment, and Phosphates, Sulphates, the Alkalies and Silex, in a soluble con- 
dition. They also favor the solution of the nutritive mineral substances 
from the soil, and exert a great absorbent power for moisture and the 
gases. By their dark color they also favor the absorption of heat from 
the rays of the sun. 

In tbe absence of these organie and volatile matters, although the soil 
may be quite rich in the mineral elements of vegetable food, as ia the 
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case with some of the subsoils described in this Eeport, these are not 
immediately available for vegetable nourishment, because of the difficulty 
with which they are brought to a soluble condition favorable for entering 
into the tissues of plants. The addition of organic manures, or substances 
containing salts of ammonia, or nitrates, to such a subsoil, tends to make 
these mineral ingredients soluble and available. The same effect is pro- 
duced more slowly by exposure of it, on the surface, to air, light, &c , 
when the successive growths of vegetables, at first, perhaps, scanty, gra- 
dually furnish organic matters which give it a dark color, and convert it 
into vegetable mould, and the absorption of atmospheric ammonia, and 
its subsequent conversion by oxidation into nitric acid, renders the essen- 
tial mineral matei-ials more and more soluble and available. 

These indispensable ingredients of soil, Lime, Magnesia, Phosphates, Sul- 
phates, Potash, and Soda, exist in it only in very small proportions, and they 
are taken up to form the substance of all growing vegetables ; hence when 
these are removed from the land in large crops to be consumed in distant 
places, so that their remains or ashes are not brought back again upon the 
soil which produced them, the laud undergoes a gradual deterioration. 
This is the cause why an old field is not as productive as the virgin soil ; 
and why, in old countries, where the crops for a long series of years, have 
been carried oft' from the fields, they cease to be profitable to the farmer, 
except by the addition of a large amount of manures, which contain these 
essential materials of the soil. 

The usual proportions of these essential materials may be seen to advan- 
tage by comparing together two of the soils described in the following 
pages ; one of which may be considered amongst the poorest, and the other 
amongst the richest which have hitherto been examined from this State, 
as follows : 



Soil No. 358. — '^Genuine Red or Chocolate-colored Soil, ten to twelve years in 
cultivation ; G-arland Crenshaw's Farm, edge of Lost Prairie. Red River 
Bottom Land, Township 14, Range 26, La Fayette County, Arkansas." 

Soiii N'o, 348. — " Virgin Soil from Section 34, Township 16, Range 17, 
from Major J>. R. Coulter's Farm, near Lisbon, Northwestern part of 
Union County, Arkansas. On the Waters of Camp Creek. Quaternary 
formation." 



Orgauic and Volatile Matters ; 
A!amma, 
Oxide of Iron. 
Carbonate of Lime, 

Brown Oside of Manganese, 
Phosphoric Acid, . 






No. 358. 


Soil So. 348 


4.781 


1.893 


5.665 


.285 


6.115 


.955 


4 240 


.020 


2.tn 


.301 


.140 


.140 
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Compoaition, Aa., of these Soils. Soil No. 358. Soil No. 348. 

Sulphuric Acid, per cent. .066 .02T 

Potiisli, " . .855 .029 

Soda " . .159 .095 

Sand and insoluble Silicates, '■ , 74.9fl0 95.890 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., ■' . 4.955 0.950 

Soluble Matter extracted from 1000 grains by digestion 

inivater charged with Carbonic Add, . . . " . 8.300 2.224 



By the eide of these soils presenting great natural differences of composi- 
tion, we will place two in which this dift'erence has been most probably 
caused by cultivation in soil which was originahy alike in composition, 
as follows ; 



hip 5, 



Soil No. 288.—" Virgin Soil from Dr. T. W. Shore's land, Ton 
Range 14, ^c, Conway County, Arkansas." 
Soil No. 289. — " Same Soil from afield twenty yean in cultivation," ^c. ^o. 

Composition, &a., of Iheao Soils. 

Organic and Volatile Matters, 
Alumina, . 



Oxide of Iron, 

Carbonate of Lime, 

Magnesia, 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, . 

Phosphoric Acid, 

Snlphuric Acid, . 

Potash, 



Sand and insoluble Silicates, 
Moisture, expelled at 400° F., 
Soluble Matters extracted from 1000 grains by dig 
in water charged with Carbonic Acid, 



rgin Soil, 


Old field S 


No. 288. 


No. 289 


3.207 


1.835 


2.625 


.490 


2.210 


1.935 



The differences of composition, &;c., observable in these soils, may not 
appear marked to a person not accustomed to this kind of comparison of dif- 
ferent soils, but they may be made quite obvious by taking into conside- 
ration the immense weight of earth which is contained in an acre of 
ground, within the depth which is penetrated by the roots of vegetables. 
This depth is more than one foot in most cases, and sometimes may be 
stated at several feet. It is probable, that even from a greater depth than 
that to which vegetable roots attain, capillary attraction, and the diffusion 
of moisture holding dissolved substances in solution, may bring up nutri- 
tive materials to supply the wants of growing crops. 

By some weighings, which were made by the writer for the Kentucky 
Geological Survey, of some dry Blue Limestone soil, the weight of the 
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earth on one acre of ground, to the depth of one foot only, was found to 
be more than three millions of pounds avoirdupois. (See Vol. I, Reports 
of Kentucky Geological Survey, Chemical Report, Fayette County.) Kow, 
if we apply this datum to the above described soils, we find the following 
results : 



The PkospJiort 


Add of Son 358, equal to 0.232 per cent 
That of Soil 348, " to 0,052 " 


weight G,S60 lbs, per a 
" ],560 " 


The dijh-en 


e in favoi' of Soil No. .^58 ia . 


. 5,400 " " 


The Phosphor 
The differen 


c Add of Soil No. 288=0.127 per cent, 
" " 289= .053 " 

e in favor of Soil No. 288 i3 . 


weight 3,610 " " 
" 1,590 " 

. 2,220' " '• 


The Potash of Soil No. 35a=0-835 per cent, weight 
That of " 348= .029 " " 


■ . 25,G50 " 
. 870 " 


The difference in favor of Soil No. 358 ia . 
ThePotashofSoilNo. 268=0.116 per cent, weight 
That of " 289= .097 


. 3,480 " " 
. 2,910 " 


The differen 


e in favor of Soil 288 is . 


. 570 " " 



e to 1 foot depth. 



The intrinaio value of Soil No. 358 ia therefore much greater than that 
of No. 348 ; for, taking only the constituent Potash into consideration, the 
difiereiice in quantity in favor of the former soil in the earth of one acre 
taken only to the depth of one foot ia fifty-four hundred pounds (5400 lbs.) 
of this valuable material ; which, at its commercial value, if it were pos- 
sible to remove it at once, would more than pay for the land at a high price. 

But let us apply these calculations to some of our common crops. 

A crop of Indian Corn, of fifty bushels to the acre, requires nearly twelve 
pounds of Phosphoric Acid (11.845 lbs.), and a little more than eight pounds 
(8.060 lbs.) of Potash for the grain alone. 

A crop of White Wheat, of twenty-five bushels to the acre, requires 
about eleven and a half pounds (11.40 lbs.) of Phosphoric Acid, and nearly 
seven pounds of Potash (6.81 lbs.) to perfect the grain. 

A crop of Tobacco, of one thoasaiid pounds of leaf and the stalks, 
requires about eight pounds (8.13 lbs.) of Phosphoric Acid, and nearly 
seventy pounds of Potash (69.73 lbs,) It requires about the same weight 
of Lime and various other materials as do also the other crops ; but we 
liave selected the Phosphoric Acid and Potash here for the purpose of the 
comparison. 

These data were obtained by the writer in numerous ash analyses made of 
Kentucky corn, wheat and tobacco, and reported in the forthcoming Vol. 
IV of Reports of the Geological Survey of Kentucky. On applying them to 
the four soils described above we find, discarding the fractions, that, whilst 
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Soil No. 358 would furnisli enough Pkospkoric Acid for an average crop of Corn for 580 
years, and for an average crop of Wheal for 605 years, or for an average crop of Tobacco for 
870 years, 

Soil No. 3-18 eould supply this material to the Corn crop for 130 years only ; the Wheat crop 
for 136 years ; or the Tobacco crop for 195 jeara. 

Soil No. 288 eould supply it to the Com crop for 318 years. 
" " " " Wheat crop for 330 years. 

" " " ■' Jbftacco crop for 47(i years. 

And Soil No. 289 could supply it to the Corn crnp for only !32 years. 
" " " " " ITfteaf crop for 138 years. 

" " " " " Sbiacco crop for 199 years. 

And, applying these data to the Potash, we find that whilst 

Soil No. 358 could supply enough PolasTi for the Com crop for 3206, 

" " " " " " Wheat crop for 3664 years, 

" " " " " ■' Shlacco crop for 366, 

Soil 348 could furnish it to the Corn crop only for 109 years. 

" " " " Wheat crop " 124 years. 

" " " " Tobacco crop " 12 years. 

Soil 288 could supply it to the Corn crop for 435 years. 

" " " " IFAeai crop for 497 years. 

" " " " Tobacco crop for 50 years. 

And soil 289 could only supply it to the Corn crop for 364 years. 

'' " " " " IFAea( crop for 415 years. 

" " " " " Tobacco crop for 42 years. 



Calculations like the above can of course only be introduced as very 
rude approximations; for every one acquainted with the difficulties and 
causes of error which surround analyses and calculations of tiiis sort, knows 
that it is almost impossible that they should be strictly accurate to the 
pound or to the year ; but they show sufficiently well how various crops 
may draw upon the richness of the soil on which they are cultivated, and 
how careful chemical analyses of these crops and of the soil may demon- 
strate the relative value and durability of the latter, and indicat« the best 
modes of maintaining or restoring its fertility. By no other mode, indeed, 
can it he as accurately ascertained. 

It may be remarked, in passing, that, as all the essential materials of the 
soil are equally indispensable ,to vegetable growth, the duration of its pro- 
ductiveness is limited by the smallest proportion of any of these contained 
in it. Thus in soil No. 358 there is Potash enough to supply the grain of 
an average crop for three thousand two hundred and six years (3206 years), 
but as its Phosphoric Aeid would only last for five hundred and eighty- 
years (580 years), the land would cease to produce corn at the end of this 
shorter period, although it might contain abundance of the other essential 
materials. Nor could it be made productive of corn again until Phosphoric 
Aeid from some source had been supplied to it. These remarks apply 
equally well to any one of the essential elements ; and the value of chemi- 
cal analysis ia frequently shown by its pointing out the single ingredient, 
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perhaps, which is wanting to the fertility of a soil ; and which, when sup- 
plied, may give productiveness to what hefore was almost sterile. 

Moreover, soils may contain an abundance of all the inateriala essential 
to vegetable nourishment, and yet, from their insoluble condition, or from 
some unfavorable circumstance, such as want of drainage or too great 
acidity, they may be as sterile as though these important materials were 
entirely absent. The writer has attempted, in the following described 
analysis, to ascertain the relative amount of immediately available or ioluhle 
plant nourishment by digesting the soils in water charged with carbonic 
acid. The unfavorable circumstances which may render the richest soil 
unproductive can of course only be ascertained by a local examination, 
and are obvious to any enlightened observer. 



CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF SOILS, ETC. 



ARKANSAS COUNTY. 

No. 333. Soil, labelled, ''Virgin Bottom Soil; Moton's Plantation, 
Arkansas River, Arkansas County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a light, dirty brownish color. 

No. 834. Soil, labelled, "From a field now in cotton: Moton's Planta^ 
tion, Arkansas River, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil resembles the preceding, but is a alight shade lighter in 
color. 

These two soils, collected from the same plantation ; the one being the 
virgin soil of the locality, and the other from a field which had been sub- 
mitted to cultivation for four or six (?) years ; were analyzed comparatively, 
as follows : 

One thousand grains of each of these soils, after having been thoroughly 
air-dried, were digested for one month at the ordinary temperature in a 
corked bottle, in equal quantities of pure distilled water, which had been 
charged with carbonic acid gas under pressure ; after filtration the solution 
was evaporated to dryness, at the temperature of boiling water (about 
212° F,), and carefully analyzed. The results are tabulated below. 

The object of this process, to which most of the soils analyzed were sub- 
mitted, is to ascertain the relative quantity and composition of matters 
soluble in carbonated water which each soil would yield. It is believed that 
in this way we can estimate the comparative amount of immediately avail- 
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able or soluble plant nourishment which is contained in the aoila. Tlie water 
which falls from the atmosphere and moistens the soil — without which, it 
is well known, no vegetable could grow — always contains a notable 
quantity of carbonic acid, which is always present in the air and in the 
soil, and is one of the great natural solvents by which the earth is made to 
give up its nutritious materials for the food of plants ; and this process, 
which we have adopted for the estimation of the soluble materials of the 
soil, imitating to some extent the operations of nature in the action of the 
atmospheric water upon it, gives us valuable information in relation to 
its present state of fertility. 

The soluble matters extracted from these two soils by digestion of a 
thousand grains of each of them in the water charged with carbonic acid, 
are as follows : 

No. 333. No. 334. 
Virgin Soil. Cultivated Soil. 

Orgamc and Voktila matters I.OOO 0.450 

Aluraum, and Oxides of Iron and Mangaiieae, and Phospliates, .460 .Vil 

Carbonate of Lime, 3.427 2.060 

Magnesia, 3^9 .266 

Salphurie Add, 022 .022 

Potash, 106 .054 

Soda, 012 .t)U 

Silica, .197 .413 

Loss, 137 .131 

Soluble extract, dried al 212' F., 5.9G0 3.567 gn. 

These soils were carefully analyzed, according to the method described 
fully by the author in the third and fourth volumes of the Reports of the 
(xeohgical Survey of Kentucky, which it is not necessary to detail in this 
place. The results of the analysis are as follows : 

Chemical Composition of these two soils, dried at 400° _F. .■ 

No. 333. No. 334. 

Virgin Soil, Cultivated Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matlera, 9.342 6.207 

Alumit^a, ) 9.600 ^ ^^^ 

Oxideoflron, (...-. ... 4.616 

Carbonate of Lime 1-470 1.165 

Magnesia, 845 1.496 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, ... . . .165 .295 

Phoaphoric Acid, 250 .196 

Sulphnric Acid, ... .067 .050 

PolBsli, 352 .018 

Soda, 083 .158 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 78.365 70.390 

Total, 100.53!) 100 155 

Moiature, expelled at 400° F. ptr cent. 5.375 6.H0 
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These are quite rich and fertile soils ; the soil of the cultivated field 
containing an unusually large proportion of Potash, which it may owe in 
part to the admixture by the plough of a subsoil rich in this important 
material. As the subsoil does not seem to have been collected (at least it 
did not reach the laboratory), this cannot positively be stated. 

On examining the table of the analyses of these two soils it will be seen 
that, apart from this anomaly in relation to the potash — and an increase in 
the cultivated soil of the magnesia and oxide of manganese, due probably 
to the same cause — the ordinary eftects of cultivation are observed in 
the diminution of the proportions of the Organic and Volatile matters, the 
Carbonate of Lime, and of the Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, in the soil of 
the old field; whilst the proportion of the Sand and Insoluble Silicates ia it 
is increased. 

BBADLEY CODNTY. 

'No. S69. Soil, labelled, " Virgin Soil, from E. T. Franklin's yard, Sec- 
tion 22, Township 12, Mange 10 ; two and a half miles northwest of Warren, 
Bradley County, Arkansas. Tertiary formation." 

The dried soil is of a dirty yeliowish-gray color. Rounded quartz peb- 
bles of various sizes were sifted out of it by the coarse sieve, of one hun- 
dred and fifty apertures to the inch, 

No. 370. Soil, labelled, " Same Soil, from an old field, in culture since 
1825. E. T. Franklin' s farm, ^c. [as above), Bradley County." 

The dried soil is of a dirty yellowish-gray color, a little lighter than the 
preceding. 

No. 871. Soil, labelled, "Subsoil, from E. T. Franklin's farm, <f-c. ^o. 
Ten inches below the surface, Bradley County," 

The dried soil is of a brickdust color. 

Digestion of a thousand grains of each of these soils in water charged 
with carbonic acid, as above described, gave the following results : 

Exlracled from 1000 Grainj of each of the Soih by diffeation in Carhonated Water. 

Ho!"3fi9. Ho. 370, No. 371. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. SubsoU. 

Organic aad Volatile matters, .... 0.667 0.367 0.167 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, and 

Phosphates, . 389 .150 .060 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.927 1.043 .093 

Magnesia, Ill .077 .044 

Sulphuric Acid, 039 .032 .016 

Potash, 145 .089 .071 

Soda, 032 .042 .029 

Silica 093 .127 .160 

Extract, flried at 212° F., . . . grains, 3.5G9 1.927 0.640 
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The proportion of easily soluble material, available for immediate vege- 
table nourishment, appears much reduced in the soil of the old field ; 
whilst, as is usually the case, the subsoil, although richer in some of the 
essential elements, than even the virgin soil, as may be seen in the follow- 
ing table of their chemical composition, yet yields them up with more 
difficulty to the solvent action of the carbonated water. It has often been 
observed in practical agriculture that a subsoil, although rich in the essen- 
tial mineral elements, will not produce well, until by free exposure to the 
atmospheric agencies, and the admixture with it of organic matters derived 
from the decay of vegetable and animal substances, its nutritive materials 
are brought to a soluble state, 

The Chemical Composition of these three toils, dried at 400° F., is as follows : 

No. 369. No. 370. No. 371. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Snbaoil. 

OrgBiiio and Volatile matterg, .... 3.207 1.643 2.849 

Alumina, . . . . . . . 2.490 2.290 G.265 

Osideof Iron, 2.740 !.790 3.640 

Carbonate of Lime, 390 .i90 .115 

Magnesia, 405 .314 .447 

Brown Oside of Miingaiiese, IBS .140 .140 

PbospiiOTic Acid, 095 .094 .129 

Sulphuric Acid, 041 .036 .024 

Potash 121 .085 .164 

Soda, 006 .088 .043 

Sand and Insoluble 8ilieaiea, .... 90.365 93.840 86.640 

Total, 100.025 1005.10 100,461 

Percentage ofmotWurs, expelled at 400° P., . 2.085 1.125 3,500 

The proportions of most of the essential ingredients of the soil will be 
observed to be diminished in that of the old field as compared with the 
virgin soil. Particularly the Organic matters, the Carbonate of Lime, Mag- 
nesia, Sulphuric Acid and Potash, are less in quantity in the former than in 
the latter, whilst the sand and insoluble silicates are increased. 

The proportion of Phosphoric Acid seems to have been maintained in 
tlie cultivated soil, notwithsti^nding the exhausting action of the crops 
raised on it, most probably by admixture with it of some of the subsoil, 
which is more rich in this material than the surface soil. The subsoil con- 
tains also a larger proportion of Potash and less Sand, &c., so that deep 
ploughing and turning up of the subsoil promises to be beneficial to the 
crops. In consequence of the larger proportions of Alumina and Oxide 
of Iron which the subsoil contains, it holds a greater quantity of moisture, 
itnd doubtless much of what is set down in the table as Organic and Vola- 
tile matters is water. 

The next set of soils, from the same county, differ remarkably from the 
above. 
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No. 375. Soil, labelled, "Genuine Red Soil, from the northea»t quarter 
Section 4, Township 11, Range 11 ; from John M. Marks' farm, on the waters 
of Lost OreeJc, northwest part of Bradley/ Countt/, Arkansas, Tertiary formation." 

The dried soil ia of a reddish chocolate-brown color. 

No, 376. Soil, labelled, *' Same soil, from afield twenty-five years in culti- 
vation, northeast quarter Section 4, Township 11, Range 11, John H. Marks' 
farm, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil ia of a brownieh-red (Spanish brown) color. Tragments 
of hard iron ore were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

No. 377. Soil, labelled, " Subsoil of the same old field, John E. Marks' 
farm, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a deeper and purer red than the preceding. 

One thousand grains of each of these soila, thoroughly air-dried and 
digested for a month in water charged with Carbonic Acid in a closed 
bottle, and at the ordinary temperature, gave up the following mate- 
rials, &c. : 

Extracted from 1000 Oraim by Carbonaled Water; 

No. 37S. No. 376. No. 37T. 

YirgiD Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.883 0,600 0.267 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron aod Manganese, 

and Phosphates, OTT .111 .110 

Carbonate of Lime, 1 .760 1.37T .260 

Magnesia, 370 .227 .390 

Sulphuric Acid, 045 .025 .022 

Potash, 032 ,167 .076 

Soda, 033 .019 .025 

Siiica, 193 .163 .130 

Loss, 438 .178 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (grains), . . . 3.830 2.933 1.280 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400" F., was found to 
be aa follows : 

No, 375. No, 376. No. 377. 

ViiEin SoiL Old field SoU, Subsoil. 

Orgaaic and Volatile matters 6.806 5.547 5.282 

Alumina, 5.985 5.066 10.620 

Oxide of Iron, 15.959 23.605 24.205 

Carbonate of Lime, 420 .120 .095 

Magnesia, 413 ,604 .543 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 745 .595 .495 

Phosphoric Acid, 331 .413 .297 

Sulpharic Acid, 075 ,058 ,050 

Potash, 328 .227 .248 

Soda, — .075 .067 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 69.690 63.690 58.098 

Total, 100.752 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° per cent, . . 4.500 4.000 4.775 
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These soila are remarkable for the very large proportione of Oxide of 
Iron which they contain, which gives them their red color; they, and 
especially the subsoil, might be used, ground in oil, instead of Spanish 
brown, for common painting. They also contain more than the usual 
quantity of oxide of manganese. Their Fhoaphorie Acid, Sulphuric Aeid 
and Potash are above the average in quantity, and they ought consequently 
to be quite fertile. The subsoil, however, is somewhat deficient in Lime, 
which is in sufficient abundance in the surface soil. 

It would be interesting to experiment in this soil with the Havana 
Tobacco, from pure imported seed, to ascertain whether it would retain its 
peculiar good qualities without deterioration, when raised for a number of 
years, without renewal of the seed. It is said that the finest Cuba Tobacco 
is cultivated on a red soil, rich in Oxide of Iron, like this. 



BESTON COUSTr. 

No. 285. Soil, labelled, "Virgin Soil, from A, B. Greenwood's farm, 
edge of Bentonville, Benton County, Arkansas. Gfrowth, Black Hickory; 
undergrowth. Sumac and Bazel. {Suhcarhoniferous formation.) 

The dried soil is of a dove-gray color. 

No. 286. Soil, labelled, " Soil from A. B. Greenwood's land, twenty- 
three or twenty four years in cultivation, in corn, wheat and oats. ( Will yield 
from thirty to thirty-five bushels of oats per acre.") Benton County. 

The dried soil is of a brownish-gray color, a little lighter than the pre- 
ceding. 

Ho. 287. Soil, labelled, " Subsoil from the same old field, A. B. Green- 
wood's farm, edge of Bentonville, Benton County, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a brownish- buff color. 

Digested in water, charged with Carbonic Acid, as previously described, 
one thousand grains of each of these soils gave up of soluble matters aa 
detailed in the following table : 

ExlTBCted from 1000 Grains of each of Shae Soib by Carbonated Water : 

No. 286. Ho. 286. No. 281. 

Virgin Soil. CM field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.766 0.600 0,400 
Alumina jind Oxides of Iron, and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 181 .181 .034 

CarbonatfiofLime, 1096 .696 .380 

Magnesia, 0.19 .105 .U6 

Sulphuric Acid, 034 .033 .030 

Potash, \U .096 .067 

Soda, Oil .007 — ■ 

Silica, 214 .231 .131 

Loaa 500 .179 .122 

Extract, dried at 212= F. (grains), . . . 3.005 2.133 1.300 
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The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° jf., is as follows: 

No. 285. No. 286. No. 287. 

VirelnSoil. Old field Boil. Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 2.818 1.823 1.494 

Alumina 840 .425 1.190 

Oxide of Iron, 2.000 1.810 2.560 

Carbonate of Lime, 096 .096 .046 

Magnesia, HGi .316 .976 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 145 .120 .170 

Phosphoric Acid, 078 .160 .040 

Sulphuric Acid, 024 .024 .016 

Potash, 125 .130 .193 

Soda, 025 .038 .03J 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 92.320 93.580 92,195 

Loss, 1.165 1.478 1.083 

Total, . . . ... 100.000 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400' F., , . . . 1.550 l.OOO 1.225 

Although digestion in the carbonated water shows a smaller quantity of 
eoluhle matters in the soil of the old field than in the virgin soil, the general 
analyses, the results of which are detailed in the above table, show some 
anomalies ; for whilst the Organic and Volatile matters, the Alumina and 
Oxides of Iron and Manganese, and the Magnesia, are in larger proportion 
in the new soil, the Carbonate of Lime and Sulphuric Acid appear alike in 
both, and the Phosphoric Aeid and Potash seem to he in greater amount in 
the cultivated soil than in the virgin soil. This, in relation to the Potash, 
may be attributed to the still greater proportion present in the suhsoil, which 
has doubtless been brought up to the surface, more or less, by the plough ; 
but in the case of the Phosphoric Aeid this larger quantity in the soil of the 
old field is an anomaly. Subsoil ploughing, with the use oi Lime, Bone- 
dust, and Plaster of Paris, would improve the productiveness of these soils. 

CLARKE COUNTY. 

No. 341. Soil, labelled, " Genuine Black Sticky Wax Soil; from the 
Buckner farm, Section 19, Township 8, Range 19, Clarke County, Arkansas. 
Over the Cretaceous formation, hut probably deposited in Quaternary Lakes. 
Growth, sweet gum, mulberry, and walnut." 

The dried soil is of a mouse-color. 

No. 342. Soil, labelled, " Same Soil, from an old field on the Buckner 
farm, twenty-five to thirty years in cultivation; Clarke County, ^e." 

Dried soil of a mouse-color ; slightly darker than the preceding. 

No. 343. Soil, labelled, " Genuine Virgin Cretaceous Soil, from Col. 
Baseman's farm, Section 28, Township 17, Range 20. Collected adjacent to 
a marl bluff on Beeepier creek, Clarke County, Arkansas. Growth, gum, 
hickory, pin and Spanish oak, ash, and sea-ash. Black lands overlying the 
Cretaceous formation, hut probably of recent Quaternary origin." 
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Dried soil of a gray brownish-black color. Effervesces strongly with acid. 

Ko. 844. Soil, labelled, " Cultivated Soil, from an old field, thirty to forty 
yeart in cultivation ; Section 28, Towmhip 7, Range 23 ; on Col. JBoseman's 
farm, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of an olive-gray color. It contains fragments of shelle 
and eftervescea with acids. 

One thousand grains of each of these four soils, were digested for a 
month in water charged with Carbonic Acid, as before described, and gave 
up of soluble matters aa detailed in the following table : 

Exlracled from 1000 Grains of each o/thfie Soils by the Carbonated Water. 

No. Ml. No. 343. No. 343. Ho. 344. 
VirginSoil. OldSeldSoil. Virgin Soil. OldfieldSoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . 0.550 0.567 2.450 1.633 
AlumiijB, and Oxides of Iron, and Man' 

ganese and Phosphatea, . . . .093 .060 ,120 .047 

Carbonate of Lime, .... 1.180 1.310 3.711 8,6fi0 

Magnesia, 144 .239 .212 .039 

Sulphuric Acid, 014 .022 .027 .027 

Potash, 042 .038 .050 .041 

Soda, 027 .021 .018 .036 

Silica, 347 .317 .347 .363 

Soluble extract, dried at 212° F. Grains, 2.397 2.574 6.935 10.896 

The extraordinary amount of matter extracted hy the carbonated water 
from soil No. 344, is mainly Carbonate of Lime; No. 343 also contains 
more than the usual quantity of this substance, which is quite soluble in 
water containing carbonic acid ; but, although the former soil yields so 
large an amount of extract in this experiment, the Potash, Soda, Sulphuric 
Acid, and Magnesia, appear in but moderate proportions. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 

as follows : 

No. 3+1. No. 342. No. 343. Ho. 344. 

Virgin Sou. Old field Boil. VirginSoil. Old flsld SoU. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . 8.216 7.443 16.352 4.961 

Alumina, 12.910 9.010 8.9.15 6.735 

Oxide of Iron, 6.350 5.600 5.015 4.650 

Carbonate of Lime, . , ^ . . 2.640 2.215 3.375 35.950 

Magnesia, 1.737 1.356 1-044 1.306 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, . . . .370 .443 .545 .345 

Phosphoric Acid, 302 .191 .165 .234 

Sulphuric Acid, 075 .084 .144 .170 

Potash, 563 .396 .351 .454 

Soda Ill .193 .090 .109 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . 68.315 73.040 64.015 44.040 

Loss, .114 1 .046 

Total, . . 101.589 100.000 100.031 lOO.DOO 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . 1L650 9.865 11.025 5.575 
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These soils are all very rich in the essential elements of vegetable food. 
If well drained and not too adhesive, they ought to be very productive. 
They, especially the first three, are remarkable for the large amount of 
Sygrosoopia moisture which they retain, No. 841 and S43, having each 
retained more than eleven per cent., after thorough drying at the ordinary 
temperature of a room constantly warmed by a stove. 

The proportion of Carbonate of Lime ia so large in them that they all effer- 
vesce with acids, whilst in No. 344, it ia nearly thirty-six per cent. Indeed 
this may be considered rather a marl than a soil, and might with great 
advantage be applied to soils deficient in lime, or which had been 
exhausted by long culture ; for which purpose it is fitted also by its 
large proportions of Phosphorie and Sulphurie Adda, Potash, and Soda. 
No. 343 contains an unusually large amount of Organic and Volatile matters, 
which, indeed, are abundant in all of them, and aids in giving them their 
great attraction for moisture. Thorough draining and cultivation will 
gradually reduce their " stickyness ;" or the use of sand, especially on 
No. 341, might produce this result more quickly. 



COSWAY COUNTY. 

No. 288. Soil, labelled, ''Virgin Soil; Dr. T. W. Shore's land, Town- 
ship 5, Range 14, Derived from the ferruginous shales of the Millstone Grit. 
Growth, hlach oak, hickory, some white and black jack oak. Conway County, 
Arkansas." 

The dried soil ia of a gray-brown color. Some fragments of ferruginous 
sandstone were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

No. 289. Soil, labelled, " Same Soil, froin Dr. T. W. Shores farm ; 
twenty years in cultivation, now lying waste. Poor land, ^c. ^e." 

The dried soil is of a dirty buflf color, lighter than the preceding. A 
few fragments of ferruginous sandstone were sifted out of it with the 
coarse sieve. 

No. 290. Soil, labelled, " SuhsoU of the same old field; Dr. T. W. Shore's 
land, Conway County, ^<t. ^e." 

The dried soil is of a brownish-buff color, lighter than the preceding. 
It contained some fragments of the ferruginous shale, which were sifted 
out previous to the analysis, as in the preceding soils. 

One thousand grains of each of these three soils were digested for a 
month in water charged with carbonic acid, aa previously described. The 
soluble matters extracted from each are stated in the following table : 
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Exlracled by Carbonated Water from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils. 

So. 288. No. 289. No. 290. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile malters, .... 0.833 0.350 O.fllT 
Alumina and Oxides of Icon, and Manganese, 

and Phoaphatea, 114 .114 .097 

Carbonate of Limp,. 696 .420 .260 

Magneaia, 116 .191 .220 

Sulphu'ric Acid, 028 .022 .028 

Potash, 0.90 .061 .044 

Sodo, 0.31 .018 .006 

Silica, 231 .140 .164 

Soluble extract, dried at 212° F. (grains), . 2.139 1.316 1.136 

As usual, the soil of the old field gives «p less soluble material proper 
for the nourishment of vegetable life than the virgin soil. The subsoil, 
although really richer in the essential elements than the earth on the sur- 
fece, aa may be seen by the chemical analyses, does not give up so much 
to this solvent as even the old field soil ; proving that the nutritive mate- 
rial in it is not all in an immediately available condition. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found by 
analysis to be as follows : 

No. 288. Ko. 289, No. 290. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 3.20T 1.895 1.469 

Alumina, 2-623 .490 3.115 

Oxide of Iron, 2.210 1.935 2.010 

Carbonate of Lime, 121 .021 .046 

Magnesia, 371 .371 .236 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 270 .195 .170 

Phosphoric Acid, 127 .053 .105 

Sulphuric Acid, 050 .028 .016 

Potash, 116 .097 .140 

Soda, 024 .012 .042 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 91.145 93.720 92.695 

Loss, 1.183 

Total, 100.266 100.000 100.044 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F.,'per cent, . . 1.800 1.050 1.200 

The soil of the old field is much poorer than the virgin soil, as exhibited 
in its smaller proportions of Organic and Volatile matters, Carbonate of Lime, 
Oxide of Manganese, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, Potash and Soda, Its 
less Hygroseopie power, and its greater proportion of Sand and Insoluble 
Silicates. Its smaller quantities of Alumina and Oxide of Iron also show the 
same thing, aud may have been caused by the washing out of it of the finer 
and light particles of the soil during its twenty years' cultivation ; for the 
land which is aubmitted to cultivation in ploughed or hoed crops, during 
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which much of the surface is kept bare of vegetation, not only loses some 
of its essential materials in supplying to the growing crops those mineral 
elements which are necessary to their formation, but is more injured by 
the wash of water through it than ground which is covered with a matting 
of growing plants of any sort. The water of the falling rains, kc, &c., 
not only dissolves out appreciable portions of its soluble materiah, which 
are the most valuable of the ingredients of the soil, but when pouring 
through it rapidly carries off also in a suspended state some of the finer 
particles of the insoluble portion ; particles which contain the largest 
amount of Alumina and Oxide of Iron, &c., leaving the coarser particles 
and the sand in larger quantity behind. 

The original soil of this locality cannot he considered very strong, hut it 
is by no means ■poor in its virgin state, and by the j udicious use of manures 
may be made to yield good crops as long as good cultivation of this sort is 
applied to it. The effects of the ordinary skinning process of farming are 
exhibited in the soil of the old field, which would require very heavy 
manuring and the application of lime to bring it up to its original condi- 
tion. The subsoil, ia a little richer in Potash than the virgin soil, but exhi- 
bits a deficiency of Carbonate of Lime, as well as of Sulphuric Acid. Plaster 
of Paris, slacked lime, in the form of burnt shells, or any common lime- 
stone or marl of the neighborhood, with bone-dust, or super-phosphate of 
lime, or guano, might be advantageously applied to this land. The farmer 
of this region should study the economy of n 



CRAWFORD COUNTY. 

No. 273. " Virgin Boil, from Arkansas bottom waste land, near Van Buren, 
Crawford County, Arkansas. Alluvium at the base of the millstone grit."* 

The dried soil is of a mouse-color. 

No. 274. " Same Soil, from an old field, thirty years in cultivation. Bot- 
tom waste land, near Van Buren, ^c." 

The dried soil is of an umber color. 

No. 275. " Subsoil, from the sameold field. Bottom waste land, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a light chocolate color; darker than the next pre- 
ceding. 

Digested for a month in water charged with carbonic acid gas, these soils 
gave the following results : 

* "But derived, no doubt, in part from the red sediment from the ferniginoua shales of the 
salifetous region of the Cherokee couatrj, bejond the State of Arkansas." 
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Exlracted from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils by the CarhonaUd WaUT. 

No. 273. No. 274. No. 275. 
Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic 8nd Volatile matters,. . . . 1.450 0.9G6 1.070 
Alumiiia and Oxidea of Iron, and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 297 .270 .200 

CarbotiateofLime, 2.047 1.88V 1.830 

Magnesia, 233 ,283 .239 

Sulphuric Aeid, 050 .037 .016 

Potash, 103 .170 .152 

Soda, : . .230 .086 .228 

Silica, 231 .200 .200 

Loss, 2.^9 .074 .360 

SolubleeJttract, ^ried at 212° F. (grains), . 4.900 3.973 4.293 

These soils contain a large proportion of soluble material. The subsoil 
also exhibits the same peculiarity. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., is as follows: 

No. 273. Ho. 274. • No. 275. 

Tirgia Sail. Old field Soil Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile mailers, .... 7.83G ' 6.404 6.582 

Al"--- 2.515 4.240 1 jj_353. 

Oxide of Iron, 2.3ti0 3.785 j 

Carbonate of Lime, 821 .921 .945 

Magnesia, 1.170 .731 .436 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 145 .120 

Phosphoric Aeid, 164 .264 .213 

Sulphuric Acid, 050 .045 .052 

Potash, 435 .357 .579 

Soda 153 .032 .136 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 84.720 82.595 80.595 

Loss, .506 

Total, 100.369 100 000 100,901 

Moisture, expelled at 400" F., per cent, . . 3.975 4.000 4.525 

These are very rich soils, containing abundance of the essential mineral 
elements of vegetable nourishments. The soil of the old field is yet fully 
equal to the virgin soil, with the exception of a small reduction of its pro- 
portion of allialiea. The very rich subsoil has no doubt helped to maintain 
its fertility. If subject to occasional overflow, this also will restore the 
essential elements which may have been removed by cultivation. 

No. 282. " Virgin Soil, Sandy Loam, Arkansas bottom land, near Van 
Buren, Crawford County, Arkansas. Millstone grit formation." 

The dried soil is of a brownish-umber color. 

No. 283. " Same Soil, from an old field, twenty-five years or more in culti- 
vation. Sandy Loam, Arkansas bottom land, near Van Buren, ^e." 

* Wilh Brown Oxide of Manganese. 
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Dried soil of a dull brickduat color. 
No. 284. " Subsoil from the same old field, ^c. J-c." 
Dried soil of a dull light brickdust color. 

One thousand grains of each of these soils, digested in water charged 
with carbonic acid, gave the following results : 

Exiratitd from 1000 Graint of each of ikeie Soils by iU Carbonated Waiir. 

No. 2S2. Ko. 283. No. 28i. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... ],18.^ 0.833 0.5G6 
Alumina and Oxides of Iron, and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 221 .290 .081 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.4(53 .76.1 .113 

Magnesia, -150 .163 .177 

Sulphuric Acid, 030 .050 .054 

Potash, 09G .158 .102 

Soda, 206 ,387 .110 

Silica, ........ .332 .281 .131 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (grains), . . . 3.881 2.925 1.334 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
aa follows : 

No. 283. No. 283. No. 18*. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 4.791 2.4G0 2.467 

Alumina, , . 1.690 2.795 3.090 

Oxide of Iron, 2.135 2.085 2.360 

Carbonate of Lime, 221 .296 .296 

Magnesia 880 .683 .731 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 095 .145 ,220 

Phosphoric Acid, 063 .143 .167 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 .042 .024 

Potash, 240 .198 .307 

Soda, 059 .160 .059 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 88.520 91.110 89.895 

Loss, 1.267 ,384 

Total, 100.000 100.117 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400' F,, per cent, . . 2.425 1.650 1.725 

These soils are not quite as rich as the three preceding ones, but yet are 
very valuable fertile lands, if sufiieiently drained. The eiFects of cultiva- 
tion appear in the reduced amounts of Organic and Volatile matters. Potash 
and Hygroscopic moisture, and the increased quantity of Sand, &c. ; but, 
from causes not evident to the writer, the soil of the old field does not show 
the usual degree of deterioration in regard to most of its essential elements. 

No. 309. "Virgin upland toil, from Josiah Foster's farm, one mile from 
Van Buren, Crawford County, Arkansas. Derived, in part, from the shaleg 
of the millstone grit formation." 

The dried soil is of a light gray-hrown color. It contained about one-fourth 
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its weight of fragments of ferruginous sandstone, somewhat rounded at 
their angles. These were sifted out before the chemical analysis was made. 

No. 310. "Same soil, from an old field thirty years in cultivation, tfosiah 
boater's farm, Crawford County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is much lighter colored than the preceding. It contains 
a few small fragments of ferruginous sandstone. 

No, 311, "Subsoil from the same old field, ^o. ^e." 

The dried soil is of a dark-gray buff color. It contains a few fragments 
of ferruginous sandstone. 

Digested for a month in water charged with carbonic acid, it gave the 
following results, viz. : 

Extracted from 1000 Graim of tach of these Soils by the Carbonated Water. 

No. 309. No. 310. No. 311. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil Subsoil. 

Orsanio and Volatile matters, .... 0.500 0.273 0.283 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, Ifi3 .080 .053 

Carbonate of Lime, 521 .381 .281 

Magnesia, 247 .143 .050 

Sulphuric Acid, 045 .034 .0.^4 

Potash, 226 .021 .036 

Soda, 03.1 .079 — 

Silica, 254 .364 ,164 

Loss, Ill .048 

Extract, dried at 212° F, (grains), , . . 2,100 1.423 0.901 

The Chemical Composition of these soils was found to he as follows, dried at 
400° F. : 

No, .^09. No. 310. No, 311. 

Virgin Soil. Old flsld Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 3.176 1.897 2.271 

Alumina 1.690 2.690 3.115 

Oxide of Iron ,1.490 1.790 3.490 

Carbonate of Lime, 170 .071 .096 

Magnesia 293 .293 .285 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 195 .095 .170 

Phosphoric Acid, 176 ,095 ,128 

Sulpharic Acid, . . . ' . . . .041 .023 .013 

Potash, 101 .120 ,161 

Soda, 039 .005 .006 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 90,795 93.300 89.770 

Lobs, ,495 

Total, 100.166 100.384 lOO.OOO 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F,, . , . . 1.625 1.175 2,025 

These soils are not as rich in the essential mineral elements of vegetable 
food as the bottom soils from this county, described above. The soil of the 
old field shows the usual signs of the exhausting influence of cultivation, 
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in every particular, except in its proportion of Potath, which may have 
been kept up by admixture of the Bubsoil by the action of the plough. 



PULTON COUNTY. 

No. 264. "Virgin soil, Judge Billing's farm. Township 18, Range 17 
west. Section 31. Barrens. Growth, a few scrub hickories, oaks, and walnuts. 
Lower Silurian period, Fulton County, Arkansas." 
The dried soil is of a dark umber color. 

No. 265. " Soil eighteen years in cultivation. Judge Billing' s farm, ^e. ^c." 
Dried soil resembles the preceding. Some fragments of chert sifted out. 
No. 266. "Subsoil of the same old field. Judge Billing's farm-, ^e." 
The color of the dried soil resembles that of the two preceding. It 
contains fragments of chert. 

Extracted front 1000 Qraint of each of theu Soils, hy DigesHon for a month m Water charged v:i!k 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 264. No. 265. No. 266. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile maUera, .... O.BaO Analysis lost. 0,700 
Alumina, and Oiides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates 113 " .113 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.210 " .796 

Majrnesia, 300 '■ .299 

Sulphuric Acii), 035 " .028 

Potash, 103 '■ .038 

Soda, 072 '■ .021 

Silica, 264 " .197 

Loss, " .191 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (grains), . . . 2,927 2.383 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° I"., was found to be 
as follows ; 

No. 264. No. 265. No, 266. 

Virgin Boil. Old flald Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . , . 7.575 6.952 6,341 

Alumina, 6.165 4.075 7.240 

Oxideoflron, 4.110 :-i.075 5.3C0 

Carbonate cf Lime, . . . , . . . .680 ,39G .431 

Magnesia, 341 .787 .863 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 220 .220 .370 

Phosphoric Acid, 164 .129 .165 

Sulphuric Acid, 084 .059 ,059 

Potash, 686 ,565 .700 

Soda, 061 .110 ,101 

Silica, 79.420 83.195 77 345 

Loss, L494 .437 1,025 

Total, , . . . 100.000 100.000 100,000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F. 3.875 3.275 4,200 
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This land is more than on^narily rich in the essential elements of vege- 
table food, and ought to be quite productive and durable. The soil of the 
old field shows the deteriorating effects of ordinary culture, in the dimin- 
ished proportions of Organic and Volatile matters, Carbonate of Lime, 
Phoaphorie and Sulphuric Aeids, and Potash, as well as in the increased 
quantity of sand and insoluble silicates. The subsoil is rather richer 
than the virgin surface soil, especially in Potash and Phosphoric Acid. 

No. 267. " Virgin Soil ; farm of John Winn, Second Upland. Growth, 
white oak and hickory. Fulton County, Arkansas. Lower Silurian period." 

The dried soil is of a brownish-gray or dark ash color. A few cherty 
fragments were sifted out of it. 

No. 268. " Sotl,from an old field, thirty years in cultivation; farm of 
John Winn, ^c." 

The dried soil is lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. 
It contained some fragments of chert. 

No. 269. " Subsoil, of the same old field, ^e. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a grayish buff color. 



ExlracUd from 1000 Graim of each of these Suili by Digestion for a Month in Water charged 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 267. No, 268. No, 269. 

Virgin Soil, Old field Soil. BnbsoiE, 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 2.150 0.093 0.315 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Mazigancse, and 

Phosphates, 730 .317 .050 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.930 i.483 .497 

Magnesia, 177 .269 .165 

Sulphuric Acid, OlS .02^ ,022 

Potash, 186 .139 .091 

Soda, 056 .068 .039 

Silica, 404 .397 .347 

Loss, 541 .165 .024 

Extract, dried at 212= F. (Grains), . . . 7.250 3,833 1,550 

The Chemical Composition of thea 
as follows : 



Organic and Volatile mat 
Alumina, 
Oxide of Iron, 
Carbonate of Lime, 
Hagneaia, . 
Brown Oxide of Mangane 
Phosphoric Aeid, 
Sulphuric Acid, . 



lis, 


dried at 400 


° P., was 


found to be 




No, 267. 
Virgin Soil, ( 
. 5.793 


No, 2B8, 

3.273 
2,965 
2.235 


No, 269, 

. Sabaoil. 

1.794 




. 1,960 


2-8S0 
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No. 267. No, 2B8. No. 269. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Potash, 232 .117 .265 

Soda, 031 .017 .016 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 88.070 90.220 91.345 

Loss, 788 .258 

Total, .... 100.000 100,000 100.385 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . , 2.475 1,625 1.100 

These are good lands, but not quite as rich as tlie set just described 
from this county (Nos. 264, 265, and 266). The soil of the old field con- 
tains less Carbonate of Lime, Magnesia, Oxide of Manganese, Phosphoric 
Acid, Potash, and Soda, and gave up much less soluble matter to the car- 
bonated water, than the virgin soil. The subsoil is not quite as rich as 
the surface soil, except in Potash. 

GREENE COUNTY. 

!N"o. 217. " Virgin /Soil, foot of Crowley's ridge. Black sand bottom land. 
Growth, gum, walnut, and poplar. Undergrowth, pawpaw and spice-wood. 
William Dean's farm. Quaternary deposits, Greene County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color ; sandy, containing much clear 
and some reddish rounded grains. 

No. 218. " Soil, from an old field twenty years in cultivation. William 
Dean's land. Quaternary deposits. Black sand bottom land, ^c. ^e." 

Dried soil, light gray umber color, lighter than the preceding. Sandy like 
that ; containing much clear and some reddish grains. 

;N"o. 219. " Subsoil, of the same old field. William Dean's land, ^e. ^e." 

Dried soil of a dirty gray buff color. Sandy like the preceding. 

Mclracltdfrom 1000 Oraina of the air-driid Soils, Jy DiffiiUan in Water charged with Carbonic Acid. 

No. 217. Ho. 218. No. 219. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . .2 490 1.617 0.633 
Alumina, and Oxide of Iron and Manganese, and 

Phosphates , . . .547 .497 .145 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.363 1.097 .480 

Magnesia, 257 .150 .089 

Sulphuric Acid, 022 .022 .030 

PoiAsh 209 .132 .087 

Soda, 099 .013 .024 

Silica, 123 .154 .147 

Loss, 514 .GOl .165 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . , . 6.623 4.283 1.850 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400 F., was found to be 
as follows : 
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No. 317. No. 218. No. 219. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 6.243 2091 1.2:13 

Alumina 570 .420 .395 

OTideoflroii, 1.185 .TIO 1.010 

Carbonate of Lime, 421 .246 .096 

Magnesia, 352 .208 .193 

Brown Oxiae of Manganese, 120 .113 .020 

Phoaphoric Acid, 18.^ .115 .0T8 

Sulphuric Acid, not estimated, not estim'd. not estm'd, 

Polash, 152 .079 .132 

Soda, 050 .048 .048 

Sand and Insoluble Sillcstes, .... 90.045 95.600 97.995 

Loss, 679 .310 

Total, .... 100.000 100.000 1 01 200 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 2.300 0.775 0.G50 

The old field soil is poorer than the virgin soil, and the subsoil more eo 
than either. 

No. 228. "Virgin soil; Mr. H. W. G-ranede' s farm. Genuine black sand 
land. G-rowth, poplar, gum, oak. Undergrowth, pawpaw and spice-bush. 
Quaternary deposits. Greene County, Arkansas." 

The dried aoil is of an umber color. Some email rounded pebbles were 
sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

No. 229. " Same soil, from an old field, twenty years in cultivation. 
S. W. Granede' s farm, ^e., Greene County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of an umber color, fully as dark as the preceding. Some 
small rounded pebbles, of various kinds of quartz, were removed by 
the coarse sieve. 

No. 230. "Red underelay ; Dr. Melton's land, Greene County, Arkansas. 
Quaternary deposits." 

The dried clay is of a light brick-red color. 

Digested for a month in water charged with carbonic acid, as previously 
described, these soils gave the following results, viz.: 

Eiiracltd /rota lOm Grains of each of these SotU, by Water charged loith Carbonic Add Gaa. 

No. 228. Ro. 22B. No. 230. 

Virgin Soil. OldfieldSoll, Bed Underelay. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 3.2B3 1.960 0,800 
Alumina, and Osidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 1.013 ,730 .063 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.430 4.430 .147 

Magnesia, 283 .130 

Sulphuric Acid, 037 .020 .033 

Potash 149-I .031 



Lo8% 214 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . . 7.660 8,350 1,469 

* And Magnesia and tos«. 
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From the larger proportion of Carbonate of Lime in the extract from 
the soil of the old field, thia appears to be in greater quantity than that 
from the virgin soil. The underelay, from a diiferent locality, but from 
the same geological formation, gives up much less soluble material than 
either. 

The Chemical Composition of these three soils, was found by analysis to 
be as follows, dried at 400° F, : 



No. 



Ho. s 



Ho. 



Virgin Soil. OldEieldSoil. Eed Undsrolay. 

Organic and Volatile malters, . . . 4.825 4.405 4.013 

Alumina, 1.490 1.1651 

Oxide of Iron, 1.485 .985) ^5.336* 

Carbonate of Lime, 396 ^71 .121 

Mngnesia, 296 .265' .400 

Brown Oxiile of Manganese .246 .171 

Pliosphorio Acid, 259 .193 .283 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 .050 .021 

Potash, 183 .116 .398 

Soda, 058 .058 .055 

Sand and Insoluble Siiicatea, .... 90.695 91.670 79.435 

Loss, 034 .351 

Total, lOO.OOO 100.000 lOO.Ofil 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F., . . . . 2.0G5 1.825 4 950 



These and the three other "Black Sand Soils," resemble each other 
considerably in composition. The red subsoil, containing much more 
Alumina and Oxide of Iron, as well as Potash and Phosphoria Acid, might 
no doubt be advantageously applied to these somewhat sandy soils, espe- 
cially after they have been somewhat worn by cropping. A diminution in 
the proportions of the essential ingredients Phosphoric Acid and Potash, 
may be noted in the soil of the old field. 

'So. 220. " Virgin soil, from the hickory and oak land of Crowley Ridge. 
William Robener s farm, Gtreene County, Arkansas. Quaternary deposits." 

The dried soil is of a dirty gray buff color. 

No. 221. " Soil of an old field, fr^m William Rohener's farm, ^c." 

The dried soil is lighter colored than the preceding. 

No. 222. " Subsoil of the old field ; William Robener's farm, ^c." 

No. 223. "Soil from oak and pine land. Ridge four miles south of Gaines- 
ville, on the road to Powhatan and tfacksonport, Greene County/, Arkansas. 
Quaternary deposits." 

The dried soil is of a buff-gray color. 



* And Oside of Manganc 
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Mxlracied from 1000 OTaim of each of these Soils by Digestion for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 220. No. 221. No. 222. No. 223. 
Virgin Soil. OldFieldSoil. Bubsoil. Oak * Pino Land. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . Z.UO 1.633 I.IOO 2.166 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and 

Manganese, and Phosphates, . .563 .630 .330 .540 

Carbonnte of Lime, . . . 1.5[3 1.513 .587 1.247 

Magnesia, 203 .143 .122 .223 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 .018 .022 .018 

Potash, 167 .089 .070 .120 

Soda, 024 .050 .070 ,007 

Silica, 264 .297 .131 .2U 

Loas 533 .644 .218 

Extract, dried at 212 F. (Grains), 5.410 5.017 2.650 4.G25 

The Chemical Oompoaition of these four soils, dried at 400° F., was found 
to be as follows : 

No. 220. No. 221. No. 222. No. 223. 

Virgin Soil. OldFieldSoil. Subsoil. Oak&PiOB Land. 

Organic and Volatile matters, , 4.000 3.602 2..329 5.464 

Alumina 1.745 1,070 1.170 1-015 

Oxide of Iron, .... 1.660 1.960 1.960 I.6I0 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . .296 .346 .271 .231 

Magnesia, 325 .404 .412 .205 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, . .245 .293 .195 .171 

Phosphoric Acid, 259 .249 .111 .112 

Sulphuric Acid 028 .041 .041 .050 

Potash, 188 .162 .207 .147 

Soda, 007 .076 .065 .061 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . 90.695 90.980 91.8701 

Losa, 492 .812 1..363f ^'>-^^* 

Total, . . . 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400" F., . 1.725 1.450 1.275 2.365 

The old field soil shows some diminution of the proportions of the 
essential ingredients, as compared with the virgin soil. Soil 223 is not 
quite as good as the other three. 

No. 225. " Virgin soil, Crowley's Ridge, from A. Tennison's farm, Section 
11, Township 16, Range 4 east. Quaternary deposits. Greene County, At' 
katiaas." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color. 

No. 226. "Soil from an old field, thirty-five years in cultivation; A. Tenni- 
son's farm, Greene County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a dirty buff color. Some rounded pebbles of milky 
quartz and fragments of semi-opal were removed from it by the coarse 
sieve. 
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Ko. 227. " Subsoil of the same old field ; A. Tennison'gfarm, ^c." 
The dried soil is of a buff color. 

^traded from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, Jj/ DigEstion for a Month in Water charged wiih 
Car/ionic Acid, 

No. 225. No. 226. No. 227. 

Virgin Soil. Old Field Soil. Snbaoil. 

Organic and Volatile mattera, .... 2.660 2.177 1.617 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, _^ 

and Pliosphatea, _S 1.6.^0 .4fl7 

Carbonate of Lime, >^ 1.147 .8S0 

Magnesia, 3 .263 .254 

Sulphuric Acid, ^ .022 .018 

Potash, g .163 .151 

Soda, < .032 .0.11 

Sllit-B, 114 .297 .214 

Loss, .346 

EMtract,driedat 212' F. (Grains), . . . 1.017 6.077 3.612 

After the determination of the weight of the Extract from No. 225, by 
digestion in Carbonic Acid water, and ascertaining the amount of Organic 
matter, &c., and Silica, the solution was lost by the upsetting of the beaker 
in which it was contained, and time did not allow the appropriation of 
another month for a new digestion. 

The Chemical Composition of these three soils, dried at 400° F., was found, 
by analysis, to be as follows: 

No. 225. No. 236. No. 227. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... fi.080 2,551 2.301 

Alumina, 2.565 1.725 3.340 

Oxide of Iron 1.650 1.720 2.0S5 

Carbonate of Lime, 431 .181 .095 

Magnesia, 490 .323 .537 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 281 .271 ..121 

Phosphoric Acid, Ill .143 .341 

Sulphuric Acid, OoO .033 .041 

Potash, 162 .227 .304 

Soda, , . . .049 .080 .100 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 89.220 91.645 89.595 

Loss, 1,101 .9.19 

Total, 100.089 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° P., ... 2.365 1.435 I.SIS 

The soil of the old field has doubtless been improved by the admixture 
of some of the richer subsoil under the operation of the plough. This sub- 
soil is much richer than the virgin surface soil, and consequently deep 
ploughing would be very beneficial in this locality. 
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The foregoing analyses of Greene County soils -will doubtless ^ive a good 
general idea of the composition of the quaternary soils of this region. 

Jfo. 224. " Silicious Clay, below the veiny tandstone, Chalk Bluffs, Greene 
County, Arkansas. Quaternary deposits." 

Nearly white, with a slight tinge of yellowish-gray. It hums of a light 
flesh-eolor. Makes quite a plastic mass with water. 

Composition, dried at 212" F. 

Silica, 76.980 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, ..... 15.819 
Carbonate of Lime, .......... .284 

Magnesia, .461 

Phosphoric Acid, 4'20 

Potash, \M2 

Soda, 420 

Water, organio matters, and lusa, 5.229 

100,675 

This silicious clay might be applied with advantage to poor or exhausted 
sandy soil, because of its considerable proportions oi Potash and Phosphoric 
Acid and its Alumina, &c. If it is used for pottery purposes, it would 
hardly he necessary to mix with it any sand or ground quartz, which are 
generally required with more aluminous clays. "Were it not that the pre- 
sence of the Oxides of Iron and Manganese causes it to acquire a reddish 
color in burning, this might be used for the manufacture of queensware, 
If found to be tough enough after calcination, it might still be employed 
for a cheaper sort of ware, or for terra cotta. 



HEMPSTEAD COUNTY, 

!N'o. S26. " Virgin Soil, over the Cretaceous Marly Limestone with Uxogyra 
Costata, on William D. Smith's farm, Seetion 7, Township 11, Mange 25, 
Sempsfead County, Arkansas. Usually limited prairies, surrounded with 
pine, hickory, aah, hois d'arc (Osage orange). Undergrowth, spice-bush, paw- 
paw, swamp dogwood, and hucheye." 

Dried soil mouse-colored. Efl'ervescea slightly with acids. 

No. 327. "Same soil, twenty years in cultivation; from N". J>. Smith's 
farm, ^e. ^o." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color. It contains soft cretaceous lime- 
stone, and eftervescea strongly with acids. 

No. 328, "Subsoil from the same old field; mostly disintegrated shell marl, 
with vegetable matter. iV. D. Smith's farm, ^c." 

The dried soil is of an umber gray color; mostly soft marly limestone. 
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Extracted from 1000 Grains, by DigetUon in Water charged witk Carbonic Acid, i 

No, 326. No. 327. No. 328. 

Virgin goil. Old Seld Soil. Sobsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . , . . 500 0.5'JO 0.500 
Alumina, and Oxides of Irou and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 73:1 .080 ,0S3 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.:W3 6.560 G.2f!0 

Magnesia, 940 .144 .'274 

Snlphnric Acid, 050 .050 .039 

Potash, 058 .043 .045 

Soda, 057 .044 .040 

Silica, 280 .297 .183 

Loss, ^— .329 

E.Ytract, dried at 212" F. [Grains), . . . 4,941 7.718 7.7:13 

The very large amduiit of Carbonate of Lime in soils No. 327 and No. 
328, causes the weight of the extract from these, by tlie carbonated v^ater, 
to be much greater than that from soil No. 326 ; but as the latter contains 
the most alkali, &c , it is probable that it ia more nourishing to vegetation 
than the former. 

Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400" F. 

No. 328. No. 327. No. 328. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 5.387 6.032 5.583 

Alumina, 8,2;i5 6.110 5.235 

Oxide of Iron, 4.235 3.085 2.535 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.415 35.400 50.240 

Magnesia, 1.142 1.457 1.313 

Brown Oxide of Mangarefie, 290 .2'I0 .240 

Phosphoric Acid, 191 .132 .087 

Sulphuric Acid, 067 .127 .096 

Polash, 314 .270* .314 

Soda, 015 .095 

Saad and Insoluble Silitates, .... ;7.740 47.380 35.140 

Total, 100.031 100.233 100.878 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 4.875 6.325 4.800 

The soil of the old field and the subsoil are niarh rather than soils. They 
contain so largo a proportion of Carbonate of Lime, especially the latter. 
It would be interesting to note at large the influence of such an excess of 
lime on vegetable growth of various kinds. No. 326 has the composition 
of a very fertile soil- 
No. 338. " White sand, from G-eneral S. D. Royston's yard, near his office, 
in Washington, Hempstead County, Arkansas. This is a loose, sandy soil, 
overlying Tertiary f and near Qreen-sand of the Cretaceous. {How much lime 
and sand?") 
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A dirty-grajfine Band, composed of clear grains of hyaline quartz, more 
or less rounded, with some little organic mattewi, &c., mixed. 

Digested for a Month in Water ehargedwUk Carbonic Add Gas,\(X>Q Grains of the air-dried Sand gave 
up the following subUancei, via. : 

Organic and Volatile matters, 0.BS3 

Alumina, sad Oxides of Iron and Manganese, and Phosphates, . . ,0'J3 

Carbonate of Lime, . .460 

Magnesia, 100 

Sulphuric Acid, 022 

Potash, 059 

Soda, 010 

Silica, ISO 

Brownish-grajExtract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), .... 1.248 

TJie Chemical Composition of (Ms sand was found hy analysis to he as fol- 
lows, dried at 400° F. : 

Organic and Volatile matters, 1,519 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 1060 

Carbonate of Lime, .ISO 

Magnesia, .149 

Phosphoric Acid, 094 

Sulphuric Acid, 049 

Potash, 048 

Soda 026 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 9T.2G5 

Total 100 400 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . ; 0.725 

Although nearly a pure sand, containing more than ninety-seven per 
cent, of this material, this very sandy eoi! contains enough of the elements 
of vegetable food to support a growth, by no means scanty, of some sorts 
of plants, under favorable circumstances of moisture, kc, &c. Like all 
sandy soils, it readily gives up its nutritive ingredients to the solvent 
action of the carbonated water. It being iu this respect the reverse of the 
heavy clay soiis, or subsoils, which hold, with a strong attraction, the 
organic matters resulting from animal and vegetable substances, and the 
other compounds of the eoif which serve for vegetable nourishment. 
Hence, sandy soils are said to be hungry soils, requiring frequent manuring 
to make them productive. This sand would seem hardly to have Alumina, 
&c., enough in its composition to prevent it from shifting by the action of 
the winds, &c., when in a dry condition. 
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INDEPENDENCE COUNTY. 



No. 240. "Virgin Soil, upland, from Mr. Peter Mbser's farm; Lot 25, 
Township 15, Range 8 weit. Growth, post oak, white oak, hickory, dogwood, 
and persimmon. Independence County, Arlcansas." 

"Subcarboniferous formation resting on Silurian." 

The dried soil is of an umber color. It contains some clear grains of 
Band and fragments of decomposing chert. 

K'o. 241. "Same soil, Peter Mosers farm, from a field from fifteen to twenty 
years in cultivation, in corn, wheat, and oats. Independence County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. 
Some fragments of chert were sifted out. 

'^o. 242. "Suhioilfrom the same old field; Peter Mosers farm, ^o." 

The dried soil is of a brownish-buff color. 

J>igetledia Waler chtrffed mlh Catbonic Acid Gas. 1000 Grains of each of theie Soili gave the 
foUoviing results : 

No. 240. No. 241. No. 343. 

Virgin Soil. Old Field Soil. Sobaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1.250 1.505 0.400 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phoaphatfis, 287 .220 .081 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.813 1.947 .330 

Magnesia, ?,%\ .274 .111 

Sulphuric Acid, O.ST .0.S9 -022 

Potaah 106 ,095 .066 

Soda, Oie .017 

Silica, 300 .114 .197 

Loss, 243 .063 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . 4.433 4.211 1.870 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° P., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 240. No, 241. No. 242. 

Virgin Soil. Old Field 8oU. Subsoil. 

Clonic and Volatile matters, . . . 6.874 4.294 3.343 

Alumina 5.440 3.735 4.790 

Oxide of Iron, 4.270 4.235 4.485 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . ' . . .495 .320 .245 

Magnesia, 493 .497 .561 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 180 .130 ,130 

Phosphoric Acid, 239 ,210 .103 

Sulphuric Acid, 015 .033 .042 

Potash, 405 .256 .372 

Soda, Ill .116 .105 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 81.720 86.0J0 85.080 

Loss, ........ ,134 ,654 

Total 100 272 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F., . . . , 3.625 2.100 2.050 
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These soils contaio more than the average proportions oi Potash, PJioi- 
pkorio Acid and Carbonate of X^'me, and are doubtless quite fertile. The 
soil of the old field shows, in the diminished quantities of these materials, 
as well in the increased amount of sand, kc, that it has been somewhat dete- 
riorated by the fifteen to twenty years' cultivation. The subsoil is not richer 
than the virgin surface soil. If properly drained, these are first-rate lands. 
Ko. 244, " Virgin Soil ; farm of 8. M. Cobb, Oil Trough Bottom, Indepen- 
dence County, Arkansas. Suhcarboniferoua Limestone formation." 
The dried soil is of an umber color- 
No. 245. " Soil from an old field, upwards of forty years in cultivation, 
chiefly in com, and now in cotton. S. M. Cobb's farm, Oil Trough Bottom, ^c." 
The dried soil is lighter and more yellowish than the preceding. 
Ko. 246. ^' Subsoil, from S. M. Cobb's farm, Oil Trough Bottom, ^e." 
Dried soil of an umber color, slightly darker than the preceding, but not 
80 dark as the virgin soil. 

Digested for a Month in Water charged tcilh Carbonic And, 1000 Gi-aim of each of these Soil), 
air-dried, gaee thefolloiiimg reiults; 

No. 244, No. 245. No. 246. 

Virgin Soil. Old Field Soil. Subsoil 

Organic and Volatile matter?, . . . l.IliT 0.450 O.TaO 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 131 .113 .081 

Carbonate of Lime 1.213 1.2G0 1.613 

Magnesia, 183 .295 .120 

Sulphuric Acid, 045 .050 .028 

Potash, 253 .070 .050 

Soda 061 .044 .042 

Silica, 114 .147 .197 

Loss, 283 .120 .069 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . .^.450 2.550 2.990 

The CJiemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
is, to be as follows : 

No. 244. No. 245. No. 246. 

Virgin Soil. Old Field Soil, Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 8,872 5.744 5.516 

Alumina 5.390 4.715 5.290 

Oxide of Iron, ...'... 3..185 2.985 3.310 

Carbonate of Lime, 921 .571 .646 

Magnesia, 504 .GU .614 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 220 .283 1.495 

Phosphoric Acid, ...... .232 .294 .229 

Sulphuric Acid 042 .059 .042 

Potash, 565 .429 .440 

Soda, 202 .141 .159 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 79.970 84.S95 8.^.730 

Total, 100 303 100,230 101.471 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F,, .... 4.475 2.885 3.025 
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Like the pFeceding, these soils must be classed amongst the most valu- 
able and fertile, if well drained and favorably located. They contain even 
somewhat larger proportions of Organic and Volatile matters, Carbonate of 
Lime, Magnesia, Phosphoric Add and Potash, than those, and rather smaller 
percentage of sand, &c. The Oxide of Manganese in the subsoil is in 
much more than the usual proportion. The soil of the old field does not 
show as much deterioration as might have been expected from its forty 
years' culture. 

No. 303. "Virgin /Soil, from woods. R. A. Childress's farm, two miles 
from Batesville, Township 14 north. Range 8 west. Section 36. Growth, 
hickory, oaks, ^c {See M. T. Cox's Notes.) Independence County, Arkansas. 
Suhcarboniferous formation." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color. A fragment of decomposing 
chert was sifted out of it. 

No. 304. ^'■Soil, from R. A. Childress's farm, from an old field, thirty 
years in cultivation. Same land as the preceding. Independence County, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a yellowish-brown color. 

No. 305. " Subsoil, of the same old field. R. A. Childress s farm, ^c" 

Dried soil of a yellowish-brown color, lighter than the preceding. 

One thousand grains of each of these soils, digested for a month in 
water charged with carbonic acid, gave the following results : 



MIraclidfromlOOQ Graini of each of these Soih by Carbonated Watt 

No. 303. No. 304. 

VirgiD Soil. Old field Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . , . 0.240 0.300 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates 081 .OOG 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.200 .TJ.l 

Magnesia, . .064 .068 

Snlphiiric Acid, 059 .073 

Potash, 079 .073 

Soda, 034 .007 

Silica, 1S2 .1.^1 

Estract, dried at 212 F. (Grains), . . , 1.339 1.541 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to t 
as follows : 

Ko. 303. No. 304. No. 305. 

Virgin Soil. Old fiold Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 4.204 3.284 2.7S8 

Alumina, .1.325 3.540 2.315 

Oxide of Iron, 1.985 2.410 2.310 

Carbooate of Lime, 245 .225 .170 
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No. 303. No. 30*. No. 305. 

Virgm Soil. Old fieLd Soil. Suhaoil. 

Magnesia, 282 .272 .280 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 345 .320 ,295 

Phoaplioric Acid, 163 .211 .145 

Snlphnrie Acid, 045 .033 .012 

Potash, 205 .143 .207 

Soda, .004 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 88.920 88.870 90.130 

Loss, 273 .1198 1 344 

Tofal, .... 100.000 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400" P., . . . . 3.075 2.575 2.275 

These soils, although quite good and fertile, are not as rich in composi- 
tion as the two sets just previously described, from this county. 

No. 324. " Soil, at Mr. TuneaU's, Parroquet Bluff, Independence County, 
Arkansas. Black River bottom soil, derived partly from Lower Silurian for- 
mation, and partly from the Quaternary of the east side of Black River." 

The dried soil is of an umber-gray color, with some darker particles 
intermixed. 

No. 325. " Soil, derived from Manganese Ore, three miles northeast of 
Batesville, Indepetidence County, Arkansas. Lower Silurian." 

Dried soil of a dark clove-brown color. A considerable quantity of 
fragments of black oxide of manganese (Pyrolusite), was sifted out of it 
with the coarse sieve, before the analysis. 

One thousand grains of each of these two soils digested for a month in 
water charged with carbonic acid gas, gave the following results : 

Extracted frctn 1000 Grains of each of these Soil), hy the Carbonated Water. 

No. 334. No. 325. 
Tunsall's Soil. Macganese Soil. 

Organic and Volatile mattera, 0.360 0.617 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, and Phos- 
phates, 087 .154 

Carbonate of Lime, 164 2.'250 

Magnesia 094 .333 

Sulphuric Acid, 067 .250 

Potash, 061 .101 



Extract, dried at 212"?. (Grains), 1.217 3.934 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
8 follows : 
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No. 324. 

Tunrall'a Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, 3.353 

Alumina, . 3.ei5 

Oxide of Iron, 6.140 

Carbonate of Lime, 345 

Magnesia 250 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 1.270 

Phosphoric Acid, 282 

Sulphuric Acid OCe 

Potash, 145 

Soda 156 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 84,080 

Loss, 238 

Total, 100,000 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F., 4.5t>J 



The manganese soil eontaina much more than the usual proportion of 
Potash, as well as very large quantities of Oxides of Iron and Manganese. 
The carbonates of lime and organic matters are also in quite large propor- 
tion. The influence of the Oxide of Manganese in vegetable nutrition, 
not having yet been fully understood, although it has been found by 
recent experiments to be essential, it would be interesting to study the 
action of such a soil as this on crops of various kinds. In the abstract, 
the large amount of Potash which this soil contains, would make it a valu- 
able addition to otber soils which were deficient in this material, or whicli 
had been exhausted by long culture, especially in green crops. 

No. 379. '■^Virgin Soil, A. J. Gaine's farm, near hills, White River hot- 
torn, one mile above Patesville, Independence Counts/. Growth, elm, hack- 
berry, scaly bark hickory, Spanish oak, walnut {near the river), and box elder. 
JHfeareat formation, Subcarboniferoiis" 

The dried soil is of an umber color; the lumps somewhat tenacious. 

No. 380. " Same Soil, in an adjacent field, ten to fifteen years in cultiva- 
tion, mostly in corn. A. G. Gaine's farm, ^c. ^e." 

Dried soil a shade lighter than the preceding ; lumps, tenacious. 

Ko. 381. " Subsoil, of the game old field. A. G. Gaine's farm, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil, lighter and more yellowish than the preceding; lumps 
tenacious. 



Etlmcled from 1000 Groins of each qf these SoiU by the Carbonaled Water. 

No. 379, No, 380. No. 381, 

VJrginSoil, OldEeldSoil. Sobaoil. 

Organic and Volatile mottera, .... 1.417 0.663 0.263 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphatea, 1,443 .533 .060 

Carbonate of Lime, 4.317 3.183 l.OTT 
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No, S7B. No. 380. No. 381, 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, gnbaoil. 

Magnesia, 350 .250 .244 

8ul[,huric AtM, 045 .045 .045 

Potash, 0!I8 .144 .079 

Syda, 033 .055 .109 

Silica, 380 .430 .243 

Estracl, Jriedat 212°^ (Grains), . . 8,083 5.301 2.140 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., is as follows : 

No. 379. No. 360, No, 381. 

Virgin Soil, Old field Soil, Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile maLt*^r3 8.242 7.145 4.421 

Alumina, 5.610 5.410 4 460 

Oxide of Iron, .3.140 3.815 4.350 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.220 1.165 .693 

Magnesia, 539 .550 .521 

Brown Oxide of Mangatioae, 090 .165 .lyO 

Phosphoric Acid, 3t2 .323 .298 

Sulphuric Acid 110 .106 .058 

Polasb, 406 .416 .376 

Soda HI .100 .095 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 80,265 80,840 83.975 

Loss, .561 

Total, 100.105 160.010 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., per cent, . . 6.275 6.400 4.450 

These maybe classed amongst the richest and most fertile soils; coa- 
taioing as they do more than the average proportions of Organic and 
Volatile matters, Carbonate of Lime, Magnesia, Phosphoric and Sulphuric 
Acids, Potash and Soda. They are also highly hygroscopic, as indicated by 
the moisture expelled at 400° F. from the soils previously thoroughly air- 
dried. The subsoil is not quite as rich as the surface soil. The soil of the 
old field does not differ much from the latter. 

No. 382. *^ Virgin Soil, close to the river bank; A. (?. Gaines' farm, 
one viile above Batetville, Independence County, Arkansas. Nearest fiyrmor- 
tion is Subcarboniferous." 

Dried soil of a gray-umher color. More sandy and not BO dark-colored 
as the virgin soil of the preceding set, and the lumps less tenacious. Effer- 
vesces slightly with acids. 

Ko. 383. "Same Soil, near the river ; from A. (?, Crainea" oldest field, 
forty years or more in cultivation, chiefly in com, ^o. ^o." 

The dried soil resembles the preceding; a slight shade darker in color. 
The lumps are quite tenacious- 
No. 384. "Subsoil of the same old field; A. (x. G-aines' farm, ^c." 
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Dried soil lighter and more yellowish than the preceding; lumps very- 
tenacious. 

Ettracied from 1000 Oraim of each of ihe)6 SoiU, by Digestion for a Monlh in Water charged with 
Carbonic Add Qb>. 

No. 382. No. S83. No. 381. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 0.717 0.4eT 0.2d3 
AlumiiiH, and Oxides of Iroo and Manganese, 

and Pboaphates, 42T .210 fill 

Carbonate of Lime 7.877 1643 .993 

Magnesia, 206 .211 .122 

Sulphuric Acid, 045 .033 .0;!8 

Potash, 084 .109 .071 

Soda, 3T3 .092 .010 

Silica, 443 .360 .260 

Loss .158 .046 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . 10.172 3.283 l.HOO 

The very large amount of Carbonate of Lime in the extract from soil 
TSo. 382, increases its weight without probably adding much to its nutri- 
tive power. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° I"., was found to be 
as follows: 

No. S82. No. 383. No. 384. 

Virgin Soil, Old field Soil. Sabsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters 3.483 3.916 1.914 

Almniua, 2.310 3,560 2.H10 

Oxide of Iron, 2.490 2.G00 2.115 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.570 .610 .345 

Magnesia, 667 .583 .356 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 180 .290 .115 

Phosphoric Acid, 193 .212 .209 

Sulphuric Acid, 072 .101 .050 

Potash, 327 .263 .207 

Soda, 088 .090 .104 

Sand and InafJubJe Silicates, .... 87.215 88.490 91.590 

Loss, 405 .135 

Total, 100 000 100.305 lOO.OOO 

Moisture, expelled at 400" F., . . . . 2.400 2.800 2.075 

These are good soils, but are not quite as rich a3 the preceding set. 
They contain rather more sand and rather less of the essential elements of 
vegetable nutrition than those. The subsoil is no richer than the surface 
soil ; and the old field soil shows no signs of deterioration. Its fertility 
may have been maintained by the overflow of the river. Of this, however, 
the writer is not advised. 

11 
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IZARD COUNTY, 



No, 270, "■Virgin Soil; farm of Widow Lafferty, one mile from Calico. 

Cfrowth, black oak, hickory, and pine. Izard County, Arkansas. Lower 

Silurian formation." 
The dried soil is of a graj-brown color. It contains a large proportion 

of fine clear rounded grains of quartz sand. Some fragments of chert were 

sifted out of it, 

No. 271. ^* Same Soil from an old field ; Widow Lafferty's farm, ^c." 
Dried soil of a lighter color than the preceding, approaching dark-gray 

buff. Sandy, like the preceding. Containing chert and ferruginous quartz. 
No. 272. ''Subsoil from the same old field; Widow Lafferty s farm, ^c" 
Dried soil of a gray-bnff color. Sandy, like the preceding. 

1 Month in Water charged milk 
No. 271. No. 273. 



Org;iiiic and Voktile matters, 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron 

and Phospbales, . 
Carbonate of Lime, 


and 


Ma> 


igane! 


^e! 


0.923 

.196 
.S40 


Magnesia, . , 
Sulphuric Add, 
Potash, . . 
Soda, . 










Not 


.133 
.028 
.157 


Silica, . 

Loss, . . ' . 












.191 
.326 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), , . , 2,300 1.934 1.378 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to h 



Organic and Volatile matters, 


No. 370. 

Virgin Soil. 

3.673 


No. 271. 
Old field Soil 
1.838 
L0I5 
.790 
.146 
.290 
.045 
.062 
.016 
.145 
.043 
95.270 
.340 

100.000 

0.725 


No. 2T2. 

1. Subsoil 

1.705 








Carbonate of Lime, 

Magtiesia, 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, . . 
Phosphoric Acid 


.on 

.285 
.070 
.104 


.096 
.296 
.U5 
.095 














Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . 


. 91.845 


93.880 


Total, .... 
Moisture, expelled at 400° F., 


, 100 000 
1.465 


100.000 
0.875 
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The (deterioration of the Boit of the old field is shown by the diminished 
amount of Extract dissolved out by the carbonated water, as well as by its 
smaller proportions of Organic and Volatile matters, Magnesia, Oxide of 
Manganese, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Adds, Potash and Soda, the smaller 
quantity of moisture expelled at 400°, and the greater amount oT sand, &e., 
exhibited by the general analysis detailed in the above table. The appli- 
cation of Plaster of Paris would be beneficial to this land, because of the 
email proportion of Sulphuric Acid contained in tlie soil. 



JACKSON COUNTY, 

No. 231. '^Virgin Black Sand Soil, Cache Bottom; farm of 5 
McElrath. Growth, sweet gum, elm. Undergrowth, slippery elm and dog- 
wood. Jackson County, Arkansas. Quaternary deposit." 

Dried soil umber-colored. 

No. 282. " Same Soil from an adjoining fieldy twenty years in cultivation 
{one year in cotton, mostly in com; in 1857 in oats); farm of Thomas 
McElrath, ^c." 

The dried soil ie umber-colored, slightly darker than the preceding. 

No. 233. ''Subsoil from the farm of Thomas McElrath, ^c" 

The dried soil is slightly lighter-colored and more yellowish than the 
two preceding. 

Extracted from 1000 Graim of each of Ikese Soils, by Digeitioit for a Monlh in Water charged v>ith 
Carbonic Add. 

No. 231. No. 232. No. 233. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and VolatMe mntlera, . . . 2.683 1.966 1.644 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 897 .930 .3(J0 

Carboimte of Lime 2.947 4.396 .147 

Magnesia, 195 .200 .170 

Sulphuric Aeii!, 027 .016 .005 

Potash, 363 .114 .088 

Soda, 030 .019 .041 

Silica, 181 .547 ..314 

Extract,drledat 212" F. (Grains), . . . 7.323 8.188 2.609 

The large amount of Extract from No, 232, is more than one-half Car- 
bonate of Lime. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows: 
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No. 231. No. 232. No. 233. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile mattera, . . . . 4.759 4,905 1,983 

Alumina, 2,725 2.175 2.190 

Oxide of Iron, 1.8G5 1.915 2,065 

Carbonate of Lime, 471 .596 .296 

Magnesia, 408 .473 .425 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 320 .330 .145 

Phosphoric Acid, 294 .408 .192 

Sulphuric Acid, 0,13 .059 .045 

Potash, 306 .295 .295 

Soda, 035 .032 .058 

Sand and Insoluble Silicalea, . . . . E8.620 88.445 91630 

Loss, 164 .367 .676 

Total, lOO.OOO 100.000 100 000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 2,375 2.650 1.700 

These soils are better than those from the same formation which are 
described under the head of Greene County. The soil of the old field, No. 
2S2, is no poorer than the surface soil, except apparently in its Potash ; 
whilst the subsoil is not as rich as either of them. 

No. 234. "Virgin Soil, M. L. Robinson's land, two miles north of Jach- 
sonport. Silicious Soil. Growth, black and white oak, some kiclzory and 
sweet gum. Jackson County, Arlcan&as. Quaternary deposit." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color. 

No. 235. "Soil fifty years in cultivation, now in cotton, and has heenfor 
the last twenty years. Never been subsoiled. Farm of M. L. Robinson, ^e." 

Dried soil slightly darker and more yellowish than the preceding. 

No. 236. "Subsoil of the same old field, M. L. Robinson g farm, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color, more yellowish than the two 
preceding. 

Extratied from 1000 Grains of each oflhsie Soih (air-dried), by Digealionfor a Month in Wafer 
ehargsd with Carbaitic Aeid Oas. 

Ho. 234. No. 235. No. 238. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Bnbsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 1.250 1.333 0.317 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, . . , . . .320 .250 .080 

Carbonate of Lime 964 1.0B7 .547 

Magnesia 099 .122 .122 

Sulphuric Acid 005 .005 .016 

Potash, 050 .094 .064 



Loaa, 218 .318 

Extract, dried at 212° F,, . . . . 3.166 3.483 1.489 



,v Google 



OF ARKANSAS. 



The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° _F., is 'as follows : 

So. 234. No. 235. No. 236. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 1.796 1,S54 1.18a 

Alumina, 1.940 I.27fl 1.805 

Osideoflron 1.190 1.225 1.365 

Carbonate of Lime, 196 .246 .221 

Magnesia, 308 .2:;i .303 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 220 .095 .130 

Phosphoric Acid, 094 .143 .114 

Sulphuric Acid, 0:!:-l ,033 .045 

Potash, IJO .135 .130 

Soda, 042 .055 .023 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 94 045 94.680 94.7T0 

Loss, ,238 

Total, 100.004 100.000 100.091 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 1.175 0.850 0.825 

These resemble in composition the other quaternary' soils wliich have 
been examined, with the exception of the three described immediately 
preceding, which are a little richer than these. The soil of the old field 
shows gome signs of deterioration, but not so great probably as if it had 
been cultivated in grain crops. The subsoil is no richer than the surface 
Boil. 

No. 237. " Virgin Soil, ff. J. DoweVs land, TownnMp 14, Range 2 west, 
Section 32. Growth, Hack oak and some white oak, hickory and sweet guin. 
Jackson County, Arkansas. Quaternary period?" 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color. It contains a large proportion 
of fine sand, composed of clear rounded grains. 

No. 238. "Same Soil, eighteen years in cultivation, now in corn. H. J. 
Dowel's land, ^e." 

Dried soil like preceding; a little lighter in color. Sandy, like pre- 
ceding. 

No. 239, " Subsoil of the same old field. M. J. Dowel's farm, ^c." 

Subsoil sandy, like the preceding; lighter colored and more yellowish, 

ExlTacUdfrom 1000 Graini of each oflkat Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged isith 
Carbonic Acid Gas, 

No. 237. No. 238. No. 239, 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Bubsoi!. 

Organic and Volatile mafters, .... 0.383 0.416 0.300 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, ,064 .081 .054 

Carbonate of Lime, 694 .430 .59S 

Magnesia, 163 .150 .129 

Sulphuric Acid, 028 .028 .022 
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Estract, dricii at 212° F. (Grains), . . 1.633 1.301 l.:!83 

Tlie Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 237. No. 238. No. 239. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1.993 2,047 1.260 

Alumina, 890 ,615 1.990 

Oxide of Iron, 1.:165 L440 1.440 

Carbonate of Lime, 245 .320 ,2(10 

Magnesia, 605 ,244 .201 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 070 .093 ,0"0 

Phosphoric Acid, 110 .112 .126 

Sulphuric Acid, 022 .023 .025 

Potash, 120 .095 ..072 

Soda, Not estimated, .005 .059 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 93,995 94.345 94.345 

Loss, 525 .653 .092 

Total, 100.000 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., .... 0.925 1,100 0.800 

These soils resemble most of those from the Quaternary deposits which 
have been examined. The subsoil is no richer than the surface soil, and 
has already, probably, in consequence of the great freedom with which 
water penetrates through this sandy medium, communicated some of its 
soluble materials to the crojis grown upon it. The soil of the old field, 
probably for this reason, does not show as much sign of deterioration as 
might have been expected. 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

No. 318. " Virgin Soil; Arthur Davis's woodland, one and a half miles east 
of ClarksviUe, Johnson County, Arkansas. Principal growth, post oak and 
black oak. Hack Jack, persimmon, sumach, ^c." {Sandstone of the Millstone 
Grit.) 

Dried soil of a dirty gray-buif color. A considerable quantity of iron 
gravel, and fragments of ferruginous sandstone removed from it by the 
coarse sieve. 
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No. 319. " Soil from Arthur Davis's old jield, fifteen years in cultivation, 
now in corn. Producer oats best; good for wheat, and moderate for com." 
Dried soil of a light gray-brown color. Contains some iron gravel. 
No. 320. "Subsoil, of the same old field; Arthur Davis's farm, ^c." 
Dried soil of a brownish-orange color, A little iron gravel sifted out. 

Extracted from lOOO Grains of each of tkiae Soilt, by Digtstion for a Month in Water charged totti 
Carbonic Acid. 

So. 318. No. 319. No. 320. 
Virsin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... O.-IGB 0."290 0.078 
Alumion, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphntes, . . , , . , .094 .091 .04T 

Carbonate of Lime, 131 .497 .347 

Magnesia, 123 .138 .077 

Sulphuric Acid, 028 .036 .030 

Potasli, 0.14 .051 .025 

Soda 032 .011 .032 

Silica, 131 .214 .081 



Eitract, dried at 2r2'>F. (Grains), . . . 0.950 1.331 0.783 

The Cliemieal Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to ba 
as foliates: 

No, 318. No. 319. No. 320. 

Vitgin Soil, Old Bold Soil. SubsoiL 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 3 316 3.294 4.147 

Alumina 1.9)0 3.485 5.110 

Oxide of Iron, 3,050 2.755 3.330 

Carbonate of Lime, 045 .170 ,070 

Magnesia, 259 ,271 ,382 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 145 .180 ,270 

Phosphoric Acid, 174 ,128 ,095 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 .033 ,0.33 

Potash, 092 ,044 .273 

Soda, 024 .122 ,014 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, , , . , 90.545 89.445 86.857 

Loss, 407 .073 . 

Total, 100.000 100.000 100,581 

Moisture, expelled at 400" P,, per cent., . , 2.000 2.100 2,000 

A diminution in the proportions of the Phosphoric Aeid and Potash 
appears in the soil of the old field, as compared with the virgin soil. The 
subsoil appears to be much richer in Potash than either; but, in other 
respects, is not much richer than the surface soil. It contains considerably 
more Alumina than the virgin soil. 
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No. 394. "Virgin Soil; Eli Rayon's land, Section 2, Township 7 south, 
Hange 25. G-rowth, beech, oak, hickory, and post oak. Undergrowth, sumach. 
Derived from the shales of the Millstone Grit. Johnson County." 

Dried soil of a brownish-gray color. Some ferruginous concretions 
were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

No, 895. ^^ Same Soil from an old field thirty years in cultivation; Eli 
Rayon's land, ^c, ^c, Section 2, Township 7, Range 27. Johnson County, 
Arkansas." 

The dried soil resembles the preceding, — a slight shade lighter-colored. 
Some sandy ferruginous concretions sifted out. 

No. 396. "Subsoil of the same land; Eli Rayon's farm, ^a." 

Dried soil of a graj-buff color. Contains a few small sandy ferruginous 
concretions. 



1 1000 Grains 0/ each of these Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged tnUh 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 384, Ho. 396. No. 306. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subeoil. 

Organic and Volatile mailers, . . , 0.850 0M3 0.088 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iroa and Manganese, 

and Phosphates 317 .247 .177 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.030 1,570 .563 

Magnesia, 167 .2\0 .150 

Sulphuric Acid, 039 .03G .027 

Potash, 195 .202 .029 

Soda, 013 .036 .025 

Silica, 247 .313 .313 

Los9, 259 .386 .245 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . . 3.117 3.633 1.617 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° E., was found to be 
follows : 

No. 394. No. 395. No. 396. 

TirginSoil. Old field Boil. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 3.254 2.a92 2.034 

Alumina, 1.240 1,840 1.840 

Oxide of Iron, 1.715 1.615 3.190 

Carbonate of Lime, 205 .295 .160 

Magnesia, 546 .314 .314 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 100 .190 .190 

Phosphoric Acid, 208 .159 .143 

Sulphuric Acid, 038 .055 .023 

Potash, 166 .171 .200 

Soda, 063 .034 .053 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . 92.240 92.865 91.415 

Loss, 203 .433 

Total, 100.000 100.430 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 1.675 1.475 1.675 
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The difference in the composition of the virgin soil and that from the 
old field is not marked. The subsoil also differs but little from either, 
containing a little more Oxide of Iron and Potash than those. 



LA FAYETTE COUNTY. 

Ko. 354. " Virgin Soil, from genuine black sandy land, on Cot A. D. 
Foulke' 8 farm. Township 14, Range 26, On Red River bottom. Overlying 
Cretaceous {partly derived from Quaternary ?) La Fayette County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil umber-colored. These soils contain roach fine sand. 

^o. 355. " Same Soil (about 100 yards distant), from an old field, thirty to 
forty years in cultivation. Col. A. D. Foulke' s farm, on Red River, ^c." 

Dried soil umber-colored, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 356. " Subsoil from the old field. Col. A. D. Foulke' s farm, ^e." 

Dried soil umber-coiored, lighter than the preceding, aud with a reddish 
tint. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of thsse Soils, hy DigesUrm Jor a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 354. No. 355. Ko. 35S. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.607 0.387 0.317 
Alnmina, and Oxides of Iron arid Manganese, 

and Phosphatea, 310 .220 .160 

Carbonate of Lime, 377 .707 .453 

Magnesia, ....... .067 .083 .100 

Sulphuric Acid, 054 .0?T .033 

Potasli, 322 .119 .077 

Soda, 075 .050 .050 

Silica, 233 .230 .173 

Extract, dried at 212° F., .... 2.423 l.al3 1.3li3 

The Chemiaal Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to 
be as follows : 

Ko. 354. So, S55. Ko. 356. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. SubsoU. 

Organic and Volatile matlera, .... 2..109 2.253 1.822 

Alumina, 1.283 1.240 1.640 

Oxide of Iron, 1.340 1.190 1.540 

Carbonate of Lime, 215 .215 .H5 

Magnesia, 463 .353 .656 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 115 .065 .065 

Phosphoric Acid, 17G .126 .126 

Sulphuric Add, .062 .050 .058 
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No, 3J4. No. 353. No. 353. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Potash, 214 .178 .lli4 

Soda, .053 .053 .0e2 

Sand and Insoluble Silieatea, .... fl3.y90 94.490 93.990 

Total, .... 100.222 100.213 100,238 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . .■ . 1.475 1.250 1.225 

The soil of the old field shows a marked diminution in the proportions 
of all its essential constituents, except the Carbonate of Lime. The subsoil 
is hardly as rich as the surface soil. 

These present the characters of the best of the Quaternary soils of this 
region, bat are not quite equal in strength to the Black Sand land of 
Cache Bottom, described under the head of Jackson County. 

No. 357. " G-enuine red or chocolate-colored, stiff, eane, cotton, Red River 
bottom land. Edge of Lost Prairie, hut in timbered land. At G-. Crenshaw's, 
Township 14, Range 26. La Fayette County, Arkansas. This is one of the 
varieties of the celebrated red cotton lands of Red River bottom," 

Dried soil of a dark cinnamon color. Effervesces with acids. 

Ko, 358. "Same SoiJ^from Gfarland Crenshaw' s farm, ten to twelve years 
in cultivation, now in cotton. Red River bottom, ^c. ^e." 

Dried soil cinnamon colored, slightly lighter than preceding. Effer- 
vesces strongly with acids. 

No. 359. " Subsoil from the same old field, ^c. ^c." 

Lighter colored than the preceding. Effervesces with acids. 

Mli-aelid from 1000 Grains of each of these Soih, by Bigeslion for < 
Carbonic Acid. 

No, 367. 
Virgin Soil, 
Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 0.933 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phoapliates, .143 

Carbonate of Lime, ..... 5.813 

Magnesia, 433 

Sulplmrio Acid 022 

Potash, .151 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . 7.970 8.300 7,4(ir 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
s follows ; 



Month in Water charged wUh 


No. 358, 

Old field Soil. 

0.450 


No. 359. 
SubaoU. 
0.307 


.243 
6.547 


.243 
6.G13 
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Bo. Sir. No. 358. No. 359. 

Virgiu Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... ti.587 4.381 3.289 

Alumina, 5.590 5.6li5 4.840 

Oside of Iron, 4.990 6.115 4.J15 

Carbonate of Lime 4.540 4.240 4.013 

Magnesia, 2.839 2.711 2.209 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 140 .140 .115 

Phosphoric Aciil, 182 .232 .1112 

Suljihuric Acid, .084 .0(56 ,041 

Polaah, 657 ,855 ,526 

Soda, 191 .159 .155 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 74.740 74.990 79.415 

Loss, .046 .518 

Total, 100.540 100,000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° P., ... 5.125 4.955 3475 

These are remarkably rich soils, and, if well drained, must be very pro- 
ductive. Pew soils excel tliem in their proportions of Potash and Carho- 
naie of Lime. They seem to be well adapted to the production of cotton, 
and would no doubt yield large crops of good tobacco, if found not to be 
too stiff. The soil of the cultivated field is even richer in Phosphoric Acid 
and Potash than the virgin soil. The subsoil is not quite as rich as either, 
although vei-y rich. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

"So. 247. "Red Clay, imbedding Carbonate of Zinc. Soppe Mines, Law- 
rence County, Arkansas." 

The dried clay is of a, yellowish light briek-red color, containing frag- 
ments of porous decomposed chert and calamine. 

Composition, dried at 400° F. 
Organic matter. Carbonic Acid and Water, expelled at red heat, , , 10.625 

Alumina and Oxide of Iron, 21.024 

Oxide of Zinc with a little Oxide of Manganese, 8.63G 

Carbonate of Lime, , ,721 

Magnesia 499 

Phosphoric Acid, 222 

Sulphuric Acid, 028 

Potash, 811 

Soda, 087 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 57.380 

100.033 

No, 248. " Virgin Soil, derived from the upper member of the lead-bearing 
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rock. {Contains ferruginouB chert.) E. W. Houghton's land, Section 15, 
Township 17, Range 2 west. G-rowth, blackjack, post oak, and small hickorg. 
Lower Silurian period . Lawrence C'ountg, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a buff-gray color. 

No. 249. "Same Soil from an old field, forty years in cultivation, now 
lying waste. E. W. Houghton's farm,, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is more yellowish than the preceding. 

No. 250. " Subsoil of the same old field; E. W. Houghton's farm, Lawrence 
County Arkansas, ^o." 

The dried soil is of a dark-buff color. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digestion for a Month m Water charged mth 
Carbonic Acid Gaa. 

Ho. 248. No. 249. No. 250. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. SubBOil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 0.a90 0.933 0.340 
Alumtnai, and Oxides uf Iron and Man^uese, 

and Phosphates 143 .180 .04T 

Carbonate of Lime, T:-iO .660 .446 

Magnesia, 263 .133 .07T 

Salphuric Acid, . . . .■ . . .050 .048 .033 

Potaab, 112 .031 .041 

Soda, 025 .018 .036 

Silica, 087 .064 .197 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . . 2.300 2.097 1.250 

The cultivated soil gave up less soluble matter to the water charged with 
Carbonic Acid, containing less of the essential ingredients, than that from 
the virgin soil. The Bubsoil, although really richer in valuable mineral 
elements, gives np, as is usually the case, less of them to the carbonated 
water. 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to he 
as follows. ■ 

So. 24S. Ko. 249. No. 250, 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Sabsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 2.9T9 2.0i9 1.979 

Al"-"'"" 2.115 2.2551 ^ggo* 

Oxide of Iron, 576 1.440 | 

Carbonate of Lime, 181 .181 .196 

Magnesia, 337 .329 .245 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, .... .120 -.345 

Phosphoric Acid, 095 .095 .078 

Sulphuric Acid, 028 .028 .033 

Potaab, 154 .120 .328 

* And OxiiJe of Manganese. 
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No, 248. No. 249. No. 250. 

Soda, 064 .071 .115 

Sand and losoluWe Silicates, .... <)2,8'J0 93..S20 91,270 
Losa, ........ .531 

Total, 100,000 100.203 J00,I34 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 1.325 0.IJ50 l.OaO 

The influence of the forty yeara' cultivation is exhibited in tlie dimi- 
nished proportions of Organic and Volatile matters, Hygroscopic moisture, 
and Potash, in the soil of tlie old field, as well as in tlie soluble matters 
extracted by Carbonic Acid, — the deterioration is not so great, however, 
as might have been expected. The subsoil is richer in all tlie 
ingredients, except Phosphoric Acid. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

No. 306. "Virgin Soil from the Brush Creek Barrens; Catlett Fitche's 
farm, northwest part of Madison County, Arkansas. Growth, black jack and 
hickory. Suhcarhoniferous formation." 

The dried soil is of a dark gray-umber color. It contains fragments of 
decomposing chert. 

ITo. 307. " Soil from an old field, twenty-six years in cultivation; Catlett 
Fitche's farm, ^e., ^c." 

Dried soil of a gray-umber color, lighter than the preceding. Contains 
fragments of decomposing chert. 

No. 308. "Subsoil from the same old field ; Catlett Fitche's farm, ^c. ^e." 

The dried soil ia of a gray-buff color. Contains a few fragments of 
decomposing chert. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water chaTged with 



No. 



Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 0.550 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 090 

Carbonate of Lime, 666 

193 



Sulphuric Acid, 
Potash, . 



No, 307, No, 308. 

Old field Soil, Subsoil. 

0.450 0-366 



.O-iO 



Estroet, dried at 2I2T., .... 1.929 
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The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows : 

No. 306. No. 307. No. 308. 

VLrEin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 4.ti53 1 89j 2.114 

Alumina, 2.TI5 1,915 2..':25 

Oxide or Iron, . 1.835 1.725 2.160 

Carbonate of Lime, 195 .110 .120 

Magnesia, . 230 .248 .519 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 245 ,220 .320 

Phoaphonc Add, 195 .174 .193 

Sulphuric Acid, 041 .0:13 .023 

Potash, 13T .140 .K-iO 

Soda, .015 .015 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . 89.S45 91.470 91.545 

Loss, ~ 1.995 .177 

Tolal, 100.241 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 2.750 1,925 1.875 

Tho twenty-six years' cultivation seems to have caused some diminution 
in the essential materials of the soil, especially in the Organic matters, 
Carbonate of Lime, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids. The proportion of 
Hygroscopic moisture is also diminished in the old soil, and its Sand and 
Insoluble Silicates increased. The subsoil is not richer than the surface. 



MARION COUSTT. 

Ko. 251, "Red Clay, stratum six to eight inches thick, helow the Magnesian 
I/imestone and Sandstone, on slope of hill, half a mile southwest of Mr. Mit- 
chell's, Marion County, Arkansas." 

The dried clay is of a brick-red color. A considerable amount of frag- 
ments of whitish sandstone were sifted out of it before the analysis was 
made. 

Chemical Compotition, dried at 400= F. 

Organic Matter and Wal^r expelled at a red heat, . . . . 8 600 

Alnmina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 24.G35 

Carbonate of Lime, 820 

Magnesia, ............ ,7G6 

Phosphoric Acid, 173 

SulphnricAcid, .... 038 

Potash, .921 

Soda, 453 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 63.G15 

100.027 
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It contains too much Oxide* of Iron and Manganese to make it useful 
for the finer kinds of pottery ware, and its considerable proportions of 
Lime, Magnesia, Potash, and Soda, as well as of these oxides, make it too 
fusible, at a high temperature, for a Jire day. It might bo employed for 
common pottery, or as a marl to exhausted land, especially to that which 
is rather sandy in its nature. 

No. 252. ^'■Virgin Soil, Prairie Land; William CoJcer's land, on Sugar- 
Loaf Greek, Marion County, Arkansas. Lower Silurian period." 

The dried soil is of an umber color. Some fragments of decomposing 
chert were sifted out of it. 

No. 253. ^^ Same Soilfrom an old field, thirty years in cultivation in corn, 
wheat, and oats; William Ooker'sfarm, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil of a light gray-brown color, much lighter than the preceding. 
Fragments of decomposing chert were sifted out of it. 

No. 254. "Subsoil from the same old field; William Coker s farm, ^e. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color, rather lighter than the preceding. 
Fragments of decomposing chert were sifted out of it. 

Extracted fToia'[00fi. Grains of tach of Ihne Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged wiih 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 252, No, 253, No. J54. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... Wll 700 0.G33 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, l.Hl .2(\^ .003 

Carbonate of Lime, 650 .76,^ .TG.T 

Magnesia, 140 .155 .13.1 

Sulphuric Acid, 039 .035 .022 

Potaah, 0H7 .127 .081 

Soda, 033 .035 .005 

Silica, 181 .147 .164 

Loss, 095 — — .016 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains),. . . 2.483 2.225 2.O0O 



The Chemical Composition of tkes 
8 follows : 



oils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 



Vii^i 
Organic and Volatile matters, .... 7, 

Alumina, 5, 

Oxide of Iron and Manganese," . . , .t. 

Carbonate of Lime, 

Magnesia, 

* And Ojide of Manganese 



3. 252, 


No, 253, 


No, 254. 


;in Soil 


, Old field Soil 


, Subsoil. 


,729 


4.246 


3.534 


,215 


2.665 


3.340 


.405 


2.725 


2.865 


.096 


.396 


.296 


.473 


.316 


.317 
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Phosphoric Acid, 230 .127 .137 

Sulphuric Acid, 067 .038 .038 

Potash, 301 .313 .294 

Soda, 152 .150 .084 

Sand and lusokble Silicates, .... 82.520 88.570 88.060 

Losa, .455 .135 

Total, 100,248 100 000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F.,. . . . 4.2(J5 2.025 l.yaO 

The soil of the old field containa more Carbonate of Lime than either the 
vir^n soil or the subsoil. There may be observed in it diminution of the 
Organic matters. Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, Phosphoric 
Acid, Sulphuric Acid, Potash, Soda, Sygroscopic Moisture, and Soluble 
■Extract. The subsoil is not richer than the virgin surface soil. 

No. 255. " Virgin Soil; farm of Jeremiah Young, on the waters of Big 
Creek, Marion County, Arkansas. Growth, bigbud hickory, black jack, and 
red oak. Lower Silurian period." 

The dried soil is of a grayish-brown color. A few small fragments of 
ferruginous chert were sifted out of it. 

ISo. 256. "Same Soil from afield twenty-three years in cultivation; farm 
of Jeremiah Young, ^o. ^e." 

Dried soil of a light gray-brown color, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 257. " Subsoilfrom the same old field; farm of Jeremiah Young, ^e. ^e." 

The dried soil ie of a gray-buff color, with a brolvnish tinge. 

Extraclid from 1000 Graitts of each oflhiss Soita, Sj/ Digestion for a Month in Water sharged with 
Cartonic Acid, 

No. 255. No. 256. No. 257. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Sulisoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 1.333 0.1i50 0.ii83 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 164 .124 .113 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.740 1.063 .730 

Magnesia, 194 .062 .094 

Suiphnric Acid, 05G .050 .039 

Potash, 252 .183 .051 



Loss 130 .397 .130 

Extract, dried at 212T. (Grains), . . . 4,050 3.033 2.000 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to he 
as follows: 



., Google 





OP ARKANSAS. 




225 




No. S55. 


No. 258. 


No. 257. 




Virgin Soil. 


Old field Soi 


Subsoil. 


Organic and Volatile matter 


, . . . . 4 :i08 


4.081 


2.899 


Alumina, . . . 


2.613 


2.465 


3.340 


Oxides of Iron and Mangane 


c, . . . 2.165 


1.090 


2.665 


Carbonateof Lime, . 


34G 


.398 


.195 



Phosplio 
Sulphuri 
Potash, 



ic Acid, 
Acid, 



Sand and Insolublfl Sili 



Moisture, expelled at 400° F., .... 1.950 1.825 1.300 

The soil of the old field shows a dimimitioii in the proportions of most 
of its essential ingredients, in its amount of Soluble Extract and Hygroscopic 
Moisture, as well as a slight increase of the mnd, &c., as compared with 
the virgin soil. The subsoil is not richer than the surface eoii. These 
are good soils, hut with rather a smaller proportion of Sulphuria Add than 
usual. It might be found, therefore, that the use of Plaster of Paris would 
be advantageous to some crops. 

]:ro. 261. ^^ Virgin Soil; John W. Haley' if arm. Barrens. Township 19, 
Mange 14, Section 23. Growth, rosin-weed and grass. Lower Silurian period. 
Marion County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil ia of a dark umber color. Some fragments of chert were 
sifted out of it, 

IlTo. 262. "Soilfrom an old field, twenty t/eare in cultivation, now in sweet 
potatoes; John W. Haley's farm, ^e. ^c." 

Dried soil umber-colored, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 263. ^^ Subsoil from the same old field; John W. Haley's farm." 

The dried soil ia lighter and more yellowish than the preceding. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid. 

Ko. 261, No. 2S2. JIo, 263. 

Virgin Soil. OM field Soil. Subsoil. 
Organic and Volatile matters, .... 1.383 0.950 0.850 

Alumiaa, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 
and Phosphates, . 



Carbonateof Lin 
Magnesia, 
Solphuric Acid, 
Potasb, . 
Soda, . 
Silica, . 



2,763 



1.130 
.291 



Extract, dried at 212= F. (Gra 
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Tho Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
lafoUowa: 

Ko. 2B1. No. 2B2. No. 263. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... U.OU 8.^64 K 133 

Alumina, 5.015 4.040 3.790 

Oxide of Iron, 3.810 2,910 3.350 

Carbonate of Lime 64G .6fl6 .346 

Masnesla, 815 .489 .5-26 

Brown Oxide of Manganeae, 295 .195 ,295 

Phosphoric Acid, UT .163 .162 

Sulphuric Aeld, 084 .079 Not estimated. 

Potash, 693 .478 .430 

Boda, 583 .143 .117 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 76.2^5 80.645 83,'J20 

Loss, 606 1.198 1631 

Total, 100,000 100 OOO 100 000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F,, . . . 4.650 3.3;i5 2,825 



These soils contain a large amount of Organic and Volatih matters, like 
prairie soils in general, and are very rich in all the essential mineral 
elements of vegetable food. If properly drained they are very fertile soils. 
The old field shows by the analysis marked signs of deterioration, except 
in its Carbonate of Lime and Phosphoric Acid, but is yet quite a rich soil. 
The subsoil does not appear to be stronger than the surface soil. 



"No. 297. "Virgin Soil, Alfred Mullen's farm, Section 25, Township 1 
north, Range 3 west. Average land; best adapted to cotton. Growth, sweet 
gum, dogwood, and elm, some hickory and oak. Monroe County, Arkansas. 
Derived from Quaternary formation." 

Dried soil of a light umber color. Contains much fine clear sand. 

No. 298. " Same land ; Alfred Mullen's farm, fourteen years or more in 
cultivation, now in cotton. Monroe County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light umber color. Does not contain as much clear 
sand as the preceding. 

No. 299. " Subsoil from the same land, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil lighter tlian the preceding (light gray-brown color), contains 
less clear sand than tho preceding. 



,v Google 



OP ARKANSAS. 221 

Exlracled from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digiation for a Monlh in Water charged with 



Virgin Soil. 
Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 3U0 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 



CarboDBte of Lime, . 



So. 298, 


No. 299. 


Old field Soil 


. Subsoil. 


0.300 


0.250 


.133 


.080 


.938 


.846 


.107 


.108 


.028 


.041 


.120 


.070 


.003 


.006 


.114 


.191 



Sulphuric Acid, 046 

Potash 134 

Soda, 012 

Siliea, 164 

Loss, .138 

Extract, dried at 400° F., .... 1.620 1.933 1,5^2 

The Chemical Composition of these tSoils, dried at 400 F., was fouiid to be 
as follows ; 

No. 297. No. 298. Ho. 299. 

Virgin Soil. Old Eeld Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile mattera, .... 2.IM 3.689 1.359 

Alumina, 2740 1.940 2 0(i5 

OxLdeoflroQ 1.100 l.SiiO l,7aO 

Carbonate of Lime, . . ... . . .145 .320 .195 

Magnesia 2&6 .268 .267 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 170 .145 .120 

Phosphoric Acid, 090 .156 .051 

Sulphuric Acid, 043 .058 .033 

Potash, 143 .101 ,132 

Soda 032 .013 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 9,1.970 90,8.)0 92.645 

Loss, .842 .783 

Total, 100.884 100 000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 1.525 2.,3I5 1.700 

The soil of the oM field seems to have been naturally stronger than that 
which was selected as the virgin soil of this locality. It contains leas of 
the fine clear sand which ia very evident in the latter, and has more of the 
essential ingredients, with the exception of Potash, than either it or the 
subsoil. 



KEWTON COUNTY. 

No. 291. " Virgin Soil; Mr. R. W. Sarrigon's land, adjoining the town of 
Jasper, Newton County, Arkansas. Growth^ black, white, red, and water 
oak, black and sweet gum. Sitboarboniferoits formation, resting on Lower 
Silurian." 
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The dried soil ia of a light umher color. Some ferruginous and cherty 
fragments were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

1^0. 292. " Soil from an old field, twenty years in cultivation, most of the 
time in corn, now in oats. Mr. Jt. W. Harrison's land, ^o. ^c." 

Dried soil a little lighter colored and more yellowish than the preced- 
ing. Some cherty and ferruginous fragments sifted out of it, 

~^o, 293. " Subsoil of the preceding. It. W- Harrison's land, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil of a dirty brownish buff-color, A few cherty fragments 
sifled out of it. 

Extracted from 1000 Graim of each of these Soils, iy Digestion for a Month in Watir charged Kith 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 2fli. Ko. 292. No. 2B3. 

Virgin Boil. Old field Soil. Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1.0ii6 0.366 333 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 113 .113 .096 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.080 .983 .880 

Magnesia, Oil .167 .U3 

Sulphuric Acid, 056 .053 .029 

Potash, 16G .126 .06S 

Soda, 037 .041 

Silica, 147 .131 .147 

Loss, 374 .031 

Extract, dried at 212= F., (Grains), . . 4.066 1.950 1.735 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
aa follows : 

No. 291. No, 292. No, 293. 

Virgin Soil. Old Seid Soil, Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 7.722 3.5.34 2.303 

Alumina, 2,090 2.090 3.140 

Oside of Iron, 2.1)0 2.250 2.460 

Carbonate of Lime, 74G .421 .196 

Magnesia, 313 .396 .347 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 445 .395 .470 

Phosphoric Acid, 131 .U8 .084 

Sulphuric Acid, 050 .033 .042 

Potaab, 137 .127 .170 

Soda, 054 .025 .054 

Sand and Insoluble Silicatfis, .... 84.945 90,420 90.845 

Loss, 1.257 .191 

Total, .... lOO.OOO lOO.OOO 100,111 

Moisture, expelled at 400° P., . . . 4,500 Z.:!75 2,075 

These are very good soils, but do not contain as much Potash, Phosphoric 
Acid, ^c, as some of the richest of the Arkansas land. The soil of the old 
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field contains less Organic and Volatile matters, Carbonate of Lime, Oxide 
of Manganese, Phosphoric and /Sulphuric Acid, Potash and Soda, and more 
Band, ^c, than the virgin soil. It gave less soluble extract to the carbo- 
nated water, and holds less hygroscopic moisture. The subsoil contains a 
little more Potash, but does not seem to be generally richer than the 
surface soil. 

No, 404. *' Average sample of Nitre-Earth, from J. S. Thompson's Nitre 
Cave, on Cave CreeTc, Newton County, Arkansas." 

A cinnamon-colored earth, mixed with shaly fragments of limestone, 
which are generally friable, and a few ancient fragments of bones, some of 
which are quite small. 

Chemical Analysis. One hundred parts of the air-dried earth gave up to 
water more than six parts of soluble matters, which was very deliquescent 
even at the boiling heat of water. After several days diying at this 
temperature it stil! appeared like thick honey in color and consistence. 

The composition of this saline matter, thus dried, was found to be as 
follows : 

Lime, l.^llS 

Magnesia, .... .119 

Potash, 509 

Soda, 136 

Sulphuric Ac-id, . . . .357 

Chlorine, 051 

Nitric Add, .... 2,92l)^e(iual to 5.47 per cent of the earth oF Nitre. 

Silica, ' not estimated. 

Water and loss 705 

Percentage of saliae matters, 6.332 

An experiment was made by lixiviating five hundred grammes of the 
earth with distilled water, and precipitating it with a solution of pure car- 
bonate of potash, which had been dried by ignition. The mixed carbonates 
of lime and magnesia, thus precipitated, weighed 12.35 grammes, and 26.33 
grammes of crystallizing nitre, which looked quite white and pure, was 
obtained. This is equivalent to 2.91 per cent of nitric aeid, or 5.26 per 
cent of nitre to the air-dried earth. The solution of the nitre deposited 
some sulphates, &c., during crystallization. The quantity of dry carbonate 
of potash used was 19.24 grammes, which was in slight excess ; so that 
nearly four per cent of the dry carbonate of potash is required to convert 
the earthy nitrates into nitre. 

These earthy nitrates, of lime and magnesia, give the deliquescent and 
oil-like character to the evaporated lixivium of this earth. No substance 
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of a fatty nature, supposed by the nitre manufacturer to exist in it, was to 
be discovered ; and the presence of this deliquescent material in his crude 
nitre, interfering with the crystallization, is evidence that he was throwing 
away eome of the earthy nitrates, not having used enough of the wood-ash 
lixivium to convert them wholly into nitrate of potash. 

This is quite a strong nitre- earth, and ought to be profitable to the nitre 
manufacturer if properly managed, No organic matter, interfering with 
the purification of the nitre by tlie process of recrystallization, was found 
to be present in the lixivium from it. 

The Chemical Composition of this earth, after its soluble salts had been 
removed from it hy thorough washing with water, was found to be as follows : 

Composition of the Wathed Earth. 

Organic and Volatile matters, 4.150 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 12.075 

Carbonate of Lime 34,590 

Magnesia, ,t24 

Phosphoric Acid, 1 5.15 

SaiBJiuric Acid, 852 

Potash, ^"^ 

Soda 223 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 45.445 

100.243 



OUACHITA county- 
No. 378. "Virgin Oaachita bottom soil, on Ool. T. A. Nolan's land, Sec- 
tion 30, Township 12, Mange 18, Ouaohita County, Arkansas. Growth, white 
oak, water oak, large pines, beech, hickory, dogwood, and ash. Undergrowth, 
eane and yellow hasswood. Tertiary? sandstones and shales, associated with 
the lignite bed." 
The dried soil is of a dirty gray-buff color. 

EzlTotled from. 1000 Grains of this Soil by \¥aUi- charged with Carbonic Acid. 

Organic and Volatile matters, 1.407 

Alumina, and Oxides of Irou and Manganese, and Phosphates, . . .S93 

Carbonate of Lime, 650 

Magnesia, Ill 

Sulphuric Acid, 013 

Potash, .115 

Soda, 

Silica, 130 

Extract,drieiiat 212= F. (Grains), 2.824 
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The Ckemieal Composition of this soil, dried at 400° F., was as follows : 

Organic and Volatile mattera, 8.232 

Alumina, B,0S5 

Oxide of Iron, 3.415 

Carbonate of Lime, .......... .120 

Magnesia, ............ .519 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, ......... .3US 

Phosphoric Acid, 233 

Sulphuric Add, 075 

Potasli, 207 

Soda, era 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 80.li41) 

100.048 
This 13 quite rich soil. 
Dried at 400° F., this soil lost 4.650 per cent of Hygroscopic moisture. 



PERRY COUNTY. 



No. 385. ''Virgin Soil; Mr. Joseph Y. Irvin's land, Section 10, Township 
5, Range 18 west. Principal growth, white, red, and black oak, sweet gum, 
black hickory, and walnut. Perry County, Arkansas. Bottom land derived 
from the Millstone Grit formation." 

Tlie dried soil is of a light gray-brown color; contains shot-iron ore, 
and fragments of deep ferruginous sandstone. 

Ko. 386. "Soil, ten years in cultivation; Joseph Y. Irvin's land, tfc. 
Average crop of cotton 1200 pounds {seed); thirty-three bushels of corn; now 
in cotton. Base of Millstone Grit." 

Dried soil of a deep yellow-gray color. Some shot-iron ore sifted out. 

No. 387, " Subsoil of the same old field; Joseph Y. Irvin's land, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a gray-buff color. 

Exlraeied from 1000 Grains of each Df theai S<nla, b^ Digestion for a Month in Water charged Kitk 
Carbonic Acid Gai. 

No. 3S5. No. 386. No. 38T. 

VirgiQ Soil. Old field Soil. Snbaoil. 

Oi^anic and Volatile matters 1.'217 0.817 0.317 

Aloniins, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 427 .063 .093 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.183 .630 .220 

Magnesia 384 .048 .128 

Sulphuric Acid, 113 .036 .027 

l-otaSh, 13S .119 .001 

Soda, 035 .0.S3 .081 

Silica, 143 .230 .163 

Extract, dried at 212° F., 4.620 1.976 1.090 
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The Chemical Comjiosition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
ag follows: 

No. 385. No. 388. Ho. 387. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Snbaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 4,505 3.117 2.056 

Alumina, 2.310 2,785 3.985 

Oxide of Iron, 2.840 1.635 2.365 

Carbonate of Lime, 430 .220 .095 

Magnesia, 658 .353 .306 

BrowD Oside of Manganese, 245 .220 .220 

Phosphoric Acid, 1 78 .160 .159 

SQiphucio Acid, 067 .058 .045 

Potash, 14y .106 .140 

Soda, ... 034 .058 .050 

Sand and Insoluble Silitaiea 88.915 91.tl5 90,940 

Total, 100.331 100,427 100.361 

Moisture, dried at 400° F,, .... 2.900 2.175 2.000 

The soil of the old field shows signs of deterioration. 

!No. 388. '■'■Virgin Soil from William 0. Stout's plantation, bottom land, 
on the Arkansas River, foot of Petit Jean Mountain, Perry County, Arkan- 
sas. Nearest roek formation Millstone Q-rit." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color. Contaioed much fine sand in 
clear grains. 

No. 389. " Same Soil from a field forty years in cultivation, now in oats. 
Arkansas River bottom; Wm. C. Stout's plantation, foot of Petit Jean Moun- 
tain, ^c." 

The dried soil resembles the preceding, very slightly lighter. 

!No. 390. "Subsoil from nine inches to one foot below the surface; Wm. 0. 
Stout's plantation, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil a little more brown than the preceding. 

Extracled from 1000 Grains of each of theae Soils ly Diffcslion in Carhonated Water. 

No, 383. No. 389. No. 330. 

Virgin Boil, Old field Soil, Bobsoil, 

Organic aiidVolatile matters, .... 0.G50 0.417 0.350 
Alumina, and Oxidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 2 270 .260 .253 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.270 .563 .630 

Magnesia, 250 .117 .133 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 .018 .027 

Potash, 142 .096 .083 

Soda, 052 .034 .042 

Silica, 330 .213 .230 

Extract, dried :it 212° F., .... 3.987 1.718 1.753 
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llie Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° I"., is as follows: 

No. 338. No. 380, No. 390. 

YirginSoi). Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1.747 l.tOt 2.050 

Alumina 1.4,'i5 .535 .610 

Oxide of Iron, l.'21)9 1.310 1.535 

Cnrbonote of Lime, 720 .370 .395 

Magoefiia, 415 .472 .633 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, OBO .120 .120 

Phosphoric Acid, 191 .181 .179 

Sulphuric Acid, 036 .050 .041 

Potash, 143 .JSfi .206 

Soda, 048 .056 .0.^8 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . 94.5f>5 94,515 93.515 

Loss, .498 .1178 

Total, ion.580 100.000 100,000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . 1.250 1.305 2.0JO 

The first set of Perry County soils is rather the richer. In both the soil 
of the old field is less rich than the virgin soil. The subsoil does not di&er 
materially from the latter in composition. 

PIKE COUNTY. 

No. 372. " Virgin Soil from David Solcomb's farm, Section 4, Township 
8, Range 26, on a branch of Bacon Creek, over the Cretaceous Limestone, 
with small spiral shells. Principal growth, white oak. Pike County, Ar- 
kansas." 

The dried soil is of a gray-umber color. Some large rounded quartzose 
pebbles were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 

No. 373. "(Sawie Soil from David Ilolcomb's farm, thirty to forty years in 
cultivation, ^e." 

The dried soil is of a dirty gray-buff color. Some large rounded quartz- 
ose pebbles were sifted out of it. 

No. 374. "Subsoil from the same old field, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a light gray-buff color. Some small rounded quartz- 
ose pebbles were sifted out of it. 

Exiracied from IWa Grains of each of these Soils, hy Digestion for a Month in Waier charged with 
Carbonic Aeid Gas. 

No. 372. No. 3T3. No. 37*. 

Virgin Soil, Old field Soil, Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1.473 0.500 0.233 



1, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 



.643 
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Ko. 372. So. 373. Ko. 374. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.843 ,G43 .3K0 

Magnesia, 108 .100 .203 

Sulphuric Acid, 027 .027 .027 

Potash, 093 .113 .054 

Soda, 03t .OM .035 

Silica, 143 .273 .160 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . 5M1 1.956 I.U9 

The ChemMal Composition of these three soils, dried at 400° F., was found 
to be as follows: 

No. 372. No. 313. No. 374. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matlers, . . . 8.446 2.329 1.775 

Alumina, 2.735 1.3G0 2.560 

Oxide of Iron, 1.495 1.240 2.015 

Carbonate of Lime, 645 .170 .035 

Magnesia, 562 .395 .283 

BrowQ Oxide of Manganese, 295 .120 .370 

Phosphoric Acid, 163 .0S2 .1 15 

Sulphuric Add, 092 .050 .041 

Potaah, 155 .10! .120 

Soda, 035 .02! .057 

Sand aud Insoluble Silicates, .... 85.915 93.965 92.765 

Loss, ' .187 

Total 100.538 100.000 100,196 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 4.100 !,250 1.425 

Tlie very inuch greater proportions of Organic and Volatile matters and 
Carbonate of Lime in the virgin soil caused the "Extract" from that, hy 
the carbonated water, to be mueh more than that from the old field eoil. 
The analysis of the latter shows also a great diminution in all the other 
essential ingredients, and an increase of sand, kc. Its affinity for moisture 
is seen also to he greatly less than that of the virgin soil. A part of this 
deterioration is doubtless the result of the thirty to forty years' cultivation, 
and a part, probably, to some admixture of the subsoil, which Bcems to be 
poorer than the original surface soil in this locality. 



POINSETT COUNTY. 

No. 243. "Post Oak and Hickory Soil ; Cache Swamp Soil. Quaternary 
deposits. Poinsett County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a buff-gray color. It is in a very fine state of 
division. 
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Chemical ComposiCion oj Ikii Soil, dried at iW° F. 

Organic and Volatile matters, 2.878 

Alumina, 3.2fia 

Oxide of Iron, 3.290 

Carbonate of Lime, . .IMl 

Magnesia, 333 

BrowD Oxide of Manganese, ........ .0!I3 

Phosphoric Acid, 104 

Sttlphorio Acid, 043 

Potash, 108 

Soda, 105 

Sand and Insoluble SiHeaies, 90.595 

Tolal, 100,996 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., per cent, 1.000 

FOLK COUNTY. 

No. 363. " Virgin Soil, from Philip OagWs land. Section 33, Township 2 
south, Range 30 west. Red land. Growth, red, hlauk, white, and post-oak, 
dogwood, blaak walnut, wild cherry, yellow pine, red elm, and hickory. (Mill- 
stone Grit, crystalline sandstones and shales, with bands of black flint.) Polk 
County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color; contains chiefly fragments. 

No. 364. "Same Soil twelve years in cultivation; Philip CagU's land, 

&'■ &'■" 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color, a little lighter and more yellow- 
ish than the preeediDg. It contains a few cherty fragments. 

No. 365. "Subsoil of the same oldfeld; Philip Cagle's land, ^e." 
The dried soil is of a brown-huff color. It contains fragments of chert; 
less than in the preceding. 

ExlTacledfrom 1000 Oraim of each of these Soils, ly Digulion in Water charged with Carbonic 
Acid Gas. 

No. 363. No. 36i. No. 36S. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 1.900 0.800 0.483 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 493 .177 .143 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.817 1.730 .797 

Magnesia ■ . . .136 .216 .216 

Sulpharic Acid, 039 ,037 .027 

Potash, 148 .115 .052 

Soda, 171 .048 .045 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), , . 5.700 .■(.700 1.926 

* Portion lost by upsetting beaker. 
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The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, liy 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 363. No. 364. No. 385. 

ViiEin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volalile matter? ti.S4.1 3.33.1 3..122 

Alaralna, 5.200 5,485 G.llO 

Oxide of Iron 3,515 3.240 3.G90 

CarbouateofLimc 240 .440 .145 

Magnesia, 419 .G98 .5T3 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 220 .370 .395 

Phosphoric Acid, 247 .211 .]94 

Sulphuric AcM, 0li2 M6 .058 

Potash, 193 .229 .328 

Soda, 023 .060 .069 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . 83.t65 85.315 84.990 

Lobs, .137 

Total, 100.227 100.067 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400^^ P., . . . . 4.225 3.725 2.925 

The subsoil contains a much larger proportion of Potash than the sur- 
face soil ; and to the influence of the subsoil, and probably some admixture 
of it with the .surface soil of the old field by the use of the plough, may we 
attribute the larger percentage of this alkali in the latter than in the virgin 
soil. In other respects the soil of the old field ia inferior in richness to 
the virgin soil, 

These are quite good lands, although not as rich as some from this 
State. 

POPE COUNTT. 

No. 315. "Virgin Soil; J. P. Langford'sfarm, six miles north of Dover, 
Illinois Bayou. Timber large. Growth, post, black, red, and white oak, and 
some hickory. Pope County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a light grayish-umber color. 

Ko. 316. "Soil more than fifteen years in cultivation; J. P. Langford's 
farm, ^e." 

The dried soil is of a dirty-buff color. 

No. 317. "Subsoil of the same old field; J. P. Langford'sfarm, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a purer buff color than the preceding. 

Exli-aeledfrom 1000 Graim of each of theie Soils, Digested for a Month m Waisr charged with 
Carbonic Acid. 

No, 315. No. 316. No. 317. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Sabsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 617 O.l'la 0.273 
Alumina, and Osidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, iU .080 .063 

Carbonate of Lime, 297 .497 .281 
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Ki). 315. No. 316. No. 317. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Magnesia, 119 .066 .067 

Sulphunc Atii], 022 .025 .03.'J 

Potash, 048 .109 .125 

Soda, 220 .015 .022 

Silica, 081 .114 .214 

Loss, .272 .072 

Extract, dried at 400° F. (Grains), . . . 1.517 1.283 1.150 

These soils give up a moderate amount of solablo matter to tlie water 
charged with carbonic acid. 

The Chemical QompoBition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, on 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 315, Ho. 316. No. 317. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 4.212 3.581 2.398 

Alumina, 2.985 l.SCO 3.085 

Oxide of Iron 1.980 .3,255 ;-!.050 

Carbon ale of Lime, 120 .110 .110 

Magnesia, 306 .239 .263 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 145 .320 .195 

Phoiphoric Acid, 112 .213 .178 

Sulphuric Acid, 041 .033 .033 

Poiash lie ,130 ,149 

Soda, 023 .036 .047 

Saud and Lisoluble Silicates, .... 90.395 89.670 90.310 

Loss, .553 .182 

Total, 100.435 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400°?,, . . . . 2.G75 2.275 2.075 

The soil of the old field contains a larger quantity of Oxides of Iron and 
Manganese, Phosphoric Acid and Potash, and leas Sand, ko., than the virgin 
soil. 



PBAIEIB COUNTY. 

No. 321. '^Virgin Soil; John Percijield's place, seven miles east of Browns- 
ville, Grand Prairie, Prairie County, Arkansas. Millstone Grit formation, 
locally covered with Quaternary." 

The dried soil is of a light-umber color. 

No. 322. "Same Soil fifteen years or more in cultivation, now in corn; 
John Pereifield's place, ^c, ^c." 

Dried soil hght-umber colored ; lighter and more yellowish than the 
preceding. 
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No. 323. " Subsoil of the same land, ^c." 

Dried soil still lighter and more yellowish than the preceding. 

ExtTueUdfTom 1000 Graivi of lach of these Soils, ly Digestion for a MonLlt in Water charged wUh 
Carbonic Acid. 

No. 321. No. 322. No. 323. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . , 0.5U 0.450 0.300 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron aiid Manganese, 

and Piiospbales, 031 .197 .OSl 

Carbonate of Lime, a Irace. .137 .037 

Magnesia, IIS .153 .113 

Sulphuric Acid, 079 .047 .033 

Potash, ■ . . . .037 .183 .056 

Soda, 023 .093 .015 



Extcatt, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . . 1.230 1.417 0.795 

The Chemical Compoiition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to he 
as follows : 

No, 321. No. 322. No. 323. 

Virgin Soil. Old fl«ld Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 4.653 2.431 2. IBS 

Alumina, 1.725 2.090 1.515 

Oxide of Iron, 1.665 I.5(i5 2.015 

Carbonate of Lime, 046 .046 .046 

Magnesia, 280 .247 .265 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 235 .180 .135 

Phosphoric Acid, 146 .079 .128 

Sulphuric Add, 055 .050 .041 

Potash, 053 .143 .127 

Soda, 0.35 .013 .026 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 90,020 93.080 92.330 

Loss, L027 .016 1.174 

Total, lOO-OOO 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . 3,300 LG75 1.825 

The analysis of these soils exhibits but a very small proportion of Car- 
bonate of Lime in them. It is probable, therefore, that applications of lime 
or calcareous marls would he beneficial in their cultivation. 



PULASKI COUNTY. 

Ko. 312. " Virgin Soil, J. W. Purdon's farm, eight miles north of Little 
Rock. Growth, black and post oak, and some hickory. Pulanki County, Ar- 
kansas. Sandstone of the Millstone Grit formation." 
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The dried soil is of a dark, dirty gtay-buff color. 

No. 313. " Soil from a field seventeen yean in cultivation ; J. W, Purdon's 
farm, §-c." 

Dried soil a little lighter colored than the preceding. Some small sandy 
fermginoua concretions or fragments were sifted out of it with the coarse 

No. 314. "Subsoil, J. W. Purdon's farm, ^c." 

Dried soil of a gray-huff color. Some small sandy ferruginous eonere- 
tiona or fragments were sifted out of it. 

Extracted by Digestion for a Month in Water charged tcith •Carbonic Acid. 

No. 312. No. 313. No. 314. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Snbsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matteta, . . . 0.483 0.300 0.334 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Ma;iganeae, 

and Phosphates 0G3 .030 .ISS 

Carbonate of Lime, 114 .031 .141 

Magnesia, 094 .250 Ail 

Sulphuric Acid, 028 .025 .022 

Potash, 038 .035 .029 

Soda, 004 .008 

Silica, 13! .281 .064 

Loss, .148 

Extract, dried at 212" F. (Grains), . . 0.^155 l.iOO 0.908 

The Chemical Composition of these three soils, dried at 400° P., was found 
to be as follows : 

No. 312. No. 313. No. SUl 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . :J.763 2.770 2.354 

Alumina 1.275 'J.330 3.455 

Oxide of Iron, 2.190 1.340 2.265 

Carbonate of Lime, 070 .095 .035 

Magnesia, 219 .197 .253 

Brown Oside of Manganese, 145 .120 .096 

Phosphoric Acid 0fi3 .085 .063 

Sulphuric Acid, 027 .027 .033 

Potash, 058 .087 .093 

Soda, 045 .034 .081 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, , . . . 93.445 92.395 90.010 

Loss, .460 .363 

Total, ...... 100300 100.000 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F,, . ,. . 2.275 !,700 1.665 

The soil of the old field appears to be somewhat richer than the virgin 
soil. The subsoil does not differ materially from the surtace soil. 

No. 397. " Virgin soil, from Dr. Q-. (?. Haliburton'e land, Section 7, Town- 
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iliip I south. Range 13 west. Growth, sweet gum, elm, water oak, water beech, 
lime, hlaek hichory, and ironwood. Pulaski County, Arkansas. Crystalline 
schists of the Millstone Grit, overlaid locally by Tertiary limestone." 

The dried soil is of a gray-umber color, 

No. 398. ''Same Soil from a field eight years in cultivation; Dr. (?. (?, 
Maliburton's farm, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil gray-umbcr colored, a little lighter than the preceding. 

No. 399. " Subsoil of the same, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. Some 
rounded fragments of red ferruginous sandstone {or sandy ferrnginous 
concretions) were sifted out of it with the coarse sieve. 



Eniracied from 1000 Orains of each of thenc Soils, hy Di//eslion fvr a Month in Water charged wUh 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 397. No. 398. Ko. 399. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Suisoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . l.Vi'i 0.600 O.o13 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phos]ihatea, I.IGT .22T .210 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.3G3 i,49T IM'i 

Magnesia 255 .161 .112 

Sulpburie Aeiii, OHO .027 .0.S3 

Potash, 073 .093 .109 

Soda, 023 .045 .014 

Silica, 3G3 .2S3 .230 

Loas, aoo 

Extract, dried at 400° F. (Grains), . . 5.GSJ 2.914 2.654 

The Chemieal Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be aa follows: 

No, 397. No. S93. No. 3fl9. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Suliaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 5.438 5.191 3.491 

Alumina 2,835 3.135 3 820 

Oxide of Iron, 1.915 1.790 1.915 

Carbonate of Lime, 445 .495 .205 

Magnesia, 8G2 .758 1.003 

Brown Oxide of Manganese;, 140 .290 .320 

Pbosphorio Acid, 245 .234 .242 

Sulphuric Acid, 091 .075 .068 

Potash, 232 .256 .2S5 

Soda, 044 .030 .068 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 87.290 87,415 89.240 

Loss, 46.S .331 

Total, 100 000 100.000 100,657 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F., . . . . 3,475 3,200 2.600 
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The subsoil is a little richer in Potash, and contains a little more Alumina, 
Magnesia, and Oxide of Manganese, and a little less Carbonate of lAme, 
than the etirface soil, but in other respects does not difier much from it. 
The eight years' cultivation has not materially altered the composition of 
the soil of the old field, except, perhaps, by the admixture with it of a little 
of the Bubaoil. 

No. 400. " Virgin Granite Soil, adjoining George Pile's farm, near the 
eastern slope of the Granite range of Pourche, near the north line of Section 4, 
Township 1 south, Range 12 west, Pulaski County, Arkansas. Growth, red 
oak, white oak, dogwood, black hickory, pignut hickory, and maple." 

The dried soil is of a light gray-umber color. Some small fragments of 
decomposing granite were sifted out of it. 

No. 401. " Same Granite Soil from an old field, twenty-six years in cul- 
tivation, chiefly in corn and oats. George Pile's farm, §-a. ^c." 

The dried soil is brownish-gray, much lighter colored than the pre- 
ceding. 

Ko. 402. " Subsoil from the same old field. George Pile's farm, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil brownish- gray, lighter colored than the preceding. 

No. 403. " Underelay from a band close to the same old field. George 
Pile's farm, ^o. ^c." 

Dried clay of a light brickdnst color; sandy, and eoataining spangles of 



ExiTocted from 1000 Grains of ea,h of Ihtie Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 400. No. 401, No. 402. No. 403, 

Yirgia Soil. OldfisldSoIl. Sabaoil. UDderclaj, 

Organic and Volatile matters, . 0.917 0.533 0.257 0.283 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and 

Manganese, and Phosphates, . .410 .277 .127 .043 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . 1.347 1.163 .713 .447 

Magnesia, 094 .1.13 .078 .244 

Sulphuric Acid, 016 .0.19 .023 .039 

Potash, 060 .132 .100 .07 T 

Soda, 021 ,OGG .027 .045 

Silica, 263 .173 .230 .387 

Loss, — .084 .135 

Extcaet, dried at 212° F. (Grains), 3.128 2.e00 l.tl'JO 1.565 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° P., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 400. No, 401. No. 402. No. 403. 

Virgin Soil. Old Seld Soil. Subsoil. Underola;. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . 4.577 3.131 2.524 8.326 

Alumina, 3.860 3.285 4.635 ■ 21.365 

Oxide of Iron, .... 4.300 4.090 4.390 7.650 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . .385 .245 .220 .220 

16 
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Magnesia, . 

Brown Oxide of Manga 

Phosphoric Acid, 

Sulphuric Acid, . 

Potash, 

Soda, .... 

Sund and Insoluble Silicates, 

Total, 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., 



100.080 

2.775 



lOOMS 100.210 
1.775 1.950 



These soils are quite rich and ought to be fertile if well drained, &c. 
The soil of the old field seeiija to have been sustained, especially in those 
essential ingredients Fhosphorie Acid and Potash, hy some admixture 
with the subsoil. The underelay contains a large proportion of Alumina 
and Potash, and might be applied with advantage as a top-dressing to poor 
sandy soils. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY. 

No. 258. '^Virgin Soil; Mr. ProuJfit's farm, Range 4, Section — . 
eighteen miles from Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkansas. Growth, 
black walnut, large white and black oak, white and black gum. Lower Silu- 
rian period." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color. 

No. 259, " Same Soil from an old field, more than twenty yeare in culti- 
vation. Mr. Proudjit's farm, ^c." 

The dried soil is a little lighter colored and more yellowish than the 
preceding. 

No. 260. " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c: ^c." 

The dried soil is of a gray-buif color. 



aaed from 1000 Grains of each of theae SoiU, by Digestion far 


B Monlh in Waler charged 


Carbonic Acid Gai. 






No. 258. 


No. 25a. 


No. 3S0. 


Virgin Soil. 


Old field Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Organic and Volatile matters, .... 1,250 


1.300 


0.400 


Alumina, and Oside of Iron and Manganese, and 






Phosphates, 264 


.240 


.131 


Carbouate of Lime, 2.830 


2.780 


.730 


Magnesia, 180 


.194 


.188 


Sulphuric A, 'ill, 010 


.010 


.021 


Potash, 190 


.272 


.071 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), 
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The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows : 

No. 258. So. 259. Ho, 260. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. SnbsoU. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . .^485 3.395 2.105 

Alumina, 2.390 2.515 3.090 

Oxide of Iron, 1.610 1.310 2.410 

Carbonate of Lime, 371 .371 .246 

Magnesia, S30 .476 .371 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 230 .230 .295 

Phosphoric Acid, 160 .152 .094 

Sulphuric Acid, 042 .033 .030 

Potash, 183 .251 .289 

Soda 045 .100 .115 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 91.070 90.535 90.230 

Loss, -033 .725 

Total 100.216 100.000 100.000 

Moistnre, expelled at 400' F., . . . . 1.725 1.625 1.425 

The soil of the old field is yet, in most respects, as rich as the virgin 
soil. It appears to have been mixed somewhat with the subsoil in the 
course of cultivation. 

SALINE COUNTY. 

No. 335. " Virgin if>'oil; Mr. C. H. Richards' land, second boUotn, northfork 

of Saline River, Section 16, Township 1 south. Range 15 west. Saline County, 

Arkansas. Primitive growth, large white, red, and black oak, sweet and black 

gum, elm, hickory, and some buttonwood. {Metamorphosed Millstone Grit.)" 

The dried soil is of a light umber-color. 

No. 336. " Same Soil from 0. H. Richards' farm, fifteen to twenty years 
in cultivation, ^c. ^c" 
Dried soil lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. 
No. 33T. " Subsoil of the oldfield, ^c. ^c." 
Dried soil of a dark dirty-buff color. 
Exlracted from 1000 Gratia of each of thcae SoiU by Digestion for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 335. No, 336. No. 33T. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Snbaoil. 
Organic and Volatile matters, . . . . 1.433 0.683 0.267 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 306 .243 .097 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.027 2.117 .860 

Masnesia, 222 .235 .289 

Snlphurie Acid, 027 .027 .022 

Potash, . .052 .058 .022 

Soda, 019 .023 .008 

Silica, 247 .200 .197 

Loss, 284 .324 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), ... . 4.61T 3.910 1.762 
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The Chemieal Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

Ho. 335. Ho. 336. No. 337. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Sabeoil. 

Organic Bud Volatile mattera, . , . 6.460 3.y05 2.-J.^l 

Alumma .S.533 2.833 1,1H5 

Oxide ol' Iron 2,490 1.915 5,265 

Carbonate of Lime, 440 .415 ,165 

Magnesia, 817 .708 .462 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 240 .240 .270 

Phosphoric Acid, 163 ,280 .182 

Sulphuric Acid, 124 .058 .058 

Potash, 309 .203 .212 

Soda, .076 .042 .073 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 85.940 89.645 89.990 

Loss, 406 

Total lOO.bOO 100.246 100.313 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . 3.850 2.700 2.100 

These soils ai-e quite rich in the elements of vegetable food. The soil 
of the old field shows evident signs of deterioration by its twenty years' 
cultivation. The subsoil is no richer than the surface soil, except in Oxide 
of Iron. 



BCOTT COUNTY. 

No. 345. "Virgin Soil; bottom land on Poteau River. Dr. James H. 
Smith's farm, Section 15, Township 3, Mange 30 west. Growth, mulberry, 
black walnut, box elder, white hickory, hackberry, pawpaw, spieewood, black 
oak, sweet gum, and large grape vines. Shales and sandstone of the Millstone 
Grit. Scott County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a gray-brown color. 

No. 346. "Same Soil [or probably a shade inferior to the virgin soil), from 
Dr. James H. Smith's farm, ^c, twenty-five years in cultivation, mostly tn com ; 
land now idle." 

The dried soil is lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. 

No. 347. "Subsoil of the same old field, ^c." 

Dried soil of a dirty-buff color, 

Exlracted from 1000 Grams of each of then Soils, by Digeation for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid Gas, 

No. 345. No. 346. Ho. 347. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 1,433 0.500 817 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 543 .127 .110 
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So. 345. 


No. 346. 


No. 347. 










^ 


irgin Soil 


Old field Soil 


Subsoil. 


Carbonate of Li 


mP, 








4.260 


.910 


.727 


Magnesia, 










.194 


.150 


.143 


Sulphuric Acid, 










.025 


.027 


.030 


Potash, . 










.108 


.061 


.049 


Soda, . 










.106 


.019 


.080 


Silica, . 










.330 


.180 


.233 


Loss, 










.234 








Extract, dried a 


212 


F. (Gr 


ins) 




7.233 


1.974 


2.189 



The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 315. No. 346. No. 347. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volallle matters, . . . 7.fi78 2.950 2.592 

Alumina, 3.385 2.535 3.610 

Oxide of Iron, 3.590 2.450 3.340 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.015 .315 .165 

Magnesia, 359 .263 .543 

Brown Glide of Manganese, 345 .1 95 .220 

Phosphoric Acid, 163 .192 .i49 

Sulphuric Acid, 0T5 .067 .050 

Potash, 241 .196 .220 

Soda, 049 .058 .079 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 83.540 91.240 89.365 

Total, .... 100.440 100.461 100,333 

Moisture, expelled at 400" F., ... 3.950 1 700 1.650 

The soil of the old field is much poorer than the virgin soil, and gives 
up very much less of soluble material to the water charged with Carbonic 
Acid. The subsoil ia not as rich aa the virgin surface soil. It contains 
much less Carbonate of Lime, especially, and more Sand and Insoluble 
Silicates. 

'No. 360. " Virgin Soil from L. S. Turman's land, me mile north of Wat- 
dron, Section 17, Township 3 north, Mange 21 west. Shales of the Millstone 
G^rit. Growth, red, white, black, and post oak, black ash, elm, wild cherry. 
Hack walnut, and dogwood. Undergrowth, white and black sumach. Scott 
County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a light yellowish-brown color. 

No. 3P1. " Soil from L. S. Turman'a old field, thirteen years in cultivation, 

The dried soil is more yellowish in color than the preceding. 
No. 362. " Subsoil from L. S, Turman'a old field, fc." 
Dried soil of a gray-buff color. 
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Extracted from 1000 Orains of each, of the air-dried Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged 
with Oarbonie Add Gas. 

No. 360. No. 361, No. 362. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . , . 0.876 1.133 0.500 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 1.276 .443 .1.17 

Carbonate of Lime, 763 1.430 .547 

Magnesia, 294 .144 .137 

Sulphuric Acid, 027 .030 .027 

Potash 061 .115 .033 

Soda, 032 .115 .046 

Silica, 297 .26.1 .147 

Loss, .094 

Extract, dried at 400° P. (Grains), . . . 3.626 3.767 1.574 

The filtered infusion of the virgin soil {in the carbonated water) con- 
tained Carbonate of the Protoxide of Iron, and deposited much Oxide of 
Iron during evaporation. 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° f., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 360. No. 361. No. 362, 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . , . 4.763 4.166 2.873 

Alumina, 4.085 3.885 5.585 

Oxide of Iron, 3.065 3.790 4.750 

Carbonate of Lime, 190 .215 .190 

Magnesia, 316 .307 .359 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, .... .145 .245 .195 

Phosphoric Acid, 261 .208 .128 

Sulphuric Acid, 050 .045 .042 

Potash, 193 .212 .227 

Soda, 037 .047 .065 

Saud and Insoluble Silicates, .... 87.340 86.890 86.215 

Total, 100.445 100.010 100.629 

Moisture, expelled at 400= F., , . . 3.225 1.825 2.4J5 

The soil of the old field appears to be a little richer in Potash than the 
virgin surface soil; in other respects it shows some deterioration. The 
subsoil is not quite as rich as either, except in Potash, of which it contains 
the most of any. 



BEARCY CODNTY. 

No. 294. " Virgin Soil from the Dagger Farm, mouth of Dry Fork of Clear 
Creek, northwest part of Searcy County, Arkansas. Sabcarhoniferous Lime- 
stone formation," 
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The dried soil b of a light umber color. 

No. 295. "Same Soil from an old field seventeen years in cultivation; 
Dagger Farm, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is a little lighter colored and more yellowish than the 
preceding. Some gravel iron ore was sifted out of it. 

Ko. 296. "Subsoil of the same old field, ^c. ^e." 

The dried soil is of a dirty brownish-buff color. 

Extracted frum 1000 Qraias of each of these Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 294. No. 2flS. No. 296. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Subsoil. 

Oi^nio and Volatile mattera, . . . 0.847 0.417 0.383 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Pliosphatee, 113 .097 .080 

Carbonate of Lime, 963 1.273 .913 

Magnesia, 122 .lOG .099 

Sulpluiric Add, 0o2 .045 .041 

Potash, 125 .100 .082 

Soda, 054 .045 .054 

Silica, 097 .214 .147 

Loss, — .109 .0,^4 

Eiitract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . . 2.373 2.456 1.833 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

Ho. 29*. No. 295. No, 296. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 2.933 4,602 2.919 

Alumina, l.UO 3.415 3.475 

Oxide of Iron, 1.320 2.185 2.410 

Carbonate of Lime, 596 .421 .106 

Magnesia, 184 .271 .364 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 195 .479. .470 

Phosphorin Acid, 078 .195 .151 

Sulpburic Acid, 042 .042 .0,33 

Potash, 164 .217 .150 

Soda, 007 .043 .057 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . 92,695 87.947 89.445 

Loss, 646 .123 .330 

Total, 100.000 lOO.OOO 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F., . . . . 2.000 2.950 2.423 

If no mistake has been made in labelling these soils, the soil of the old 
field is richer and more fertile than the virgin soil. The subsoil is inferior 
to either. It contains, however, a little more Alumina, and Oxides of Iron 
and Manganese and Magnesia than the virgin soil, but less Carbonate of 
Lime, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids and Potash. 
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SEBASTIAN COUNTY. 

xfo. 351, " Red Sumac Virgin Prairie Soil; John Gilhtrap's farm. Sec- 
tion 12, TowvsMp 5, Range 31, Sodge's Prairie; based on the shales over the 
coal. Sebastian County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a brown color. Some fragments of ferruginous sand- 
stone were sifted out of it. 

No. 352. " Same Soil from an old field, twenty years in cultivation ; 
John Gillstrap' s farm, ^c. ^c." 

Color of dried soil like that of preceding. Contains more fragments of 
ferruginous sandstone than the preceding. 

No. 353. " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c." 

The dried' soil is of a brown color, more reddish than the preceding. It 
contains no fragments of sandstone. 

Eitructed from 1000 Grains by Digeslioit for a J^onth m WaUr charged with Carbonic Add Gaa. 

No. 351. No. 352, So. 353. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. SubaoU, 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.V33 0.773 0.3UO 
Alumina, and Osidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 517 ,3G3 .153 

Carbonate of Lime, 663 1.463 .563 

Magnesia, 230 .255 .083 

Salphuric Acid, 031 .031 ,033 

Potash, 061 .099 .047 

Soda, 045 .066 .031 

Silica, HO .143 .HO 

Losa, 077 .033 

Extract, dried at 212° F., .... 2.467 3.133 1.493 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No, 351. No. 352. No. 35S. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil, Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 3.675 6.168 4.247 

^"""i-. '-^^n 10.300 '■''<> 

Oxide of Iron, 4.590 j G 940 

Carbonate of Lime, 145 .280 .130 

Magnesia, 420 .619 .308 

Brown Oxide of Manginose, 175 .190 .165 

Phospborio Acid, 175 .170 .209 

Sulphuric Acid 058 .050 .050 

Potash, . 294 .195 .214 

Soda, 047 ,033 ,059 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 88.990 83,440 83.240 

Loss, 196 

Total, .... 100.000 100.445 100.072 

Moiatare, expelled at 400° F, 2.025 2,300 2.300 
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The subsoil and soil of the old field differ from the virgin soil in eon- 
taining much more Alumina and Oxide of Iron. In other respects, except 
in the Organia matters, and Carbonate of Lime and Magnesia, the soil of the 
old field shows some diminution in its essential ingredients. It is probable 
that a considerable portion of what is set down as Organic and Volatile 
matters in the old field soil and subsoil is merely water driven off from the 
Alumina and Oxide of Iron. 



No. 329. "Virgin Black Sandy Bottom Land, Red River bottom, over- 
lying Cretaceous Formation; Col. David Hamilton's land, near Lanesport, 
Section 11 or 12, Fractional Township 11, Range 33 west. This is prairie 
land, and considered the best of the Red River country. Sevier County, 
Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a dark umber color. 

No. 330. "Same Soil from a Jidd fifty years in cultivation ; Col. Hamilton's 
land, ^c." 

Dried soil of a warm umber color, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 331. " Subsoil of the preceding, ^c." 

The dried soil is a little hghter colored than the preceding. 

No. 332. "Red Cotton Land, Red River bottom, overlying Cretaceous; 
Col. David Hamilton's farm, near Lanesport, Sevier County, Section 12, Frac- 
tional Township 13, Range 33. This is also an excellent cotton land, but the 
plant goes more to stalk and leaf than in the black sandy land. Produces best 
in dry seasons." 

Eitractedficm 1000 Grains of each of line Soili, by the CorlonaUd Water. 

No. 329. No. 330. No. 331. No. 332. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Snbsoil. Red Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . 0.900 O.fiS.t 0.37H 0.56T 
Alumina, and Oxides or Iron and 

Manganese, and Pliraphates, . .130 , .296 .117 .350 

Carbonate of Lime, .... 4.22T 1.226 .62T 5.310 

Magnesia, 045 .296 .21! .516 

Sulphuric Acid, 096 .03S .040 .050 

Potash, 235 .109 .045 .086 

Soda 068 .050 .0.S3 .043 

Silica, 463 .280 .250 .397 

Loss, .486 .314 

Extract, dried at 21 2° F. (Grains), . 6.fi50 2.S23 1.696 7.633 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows : 
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No. 329. ■ No. 330. No. 331. No. 332. 

Virgin Boil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. E=d Soil. 

Organic aad Volatile mattera, . 6.627 3 789 3.6:11 4.61S 

Alumina, 3.310 2.785 2.710 } ,- ,,„ 

Oxide of Iron, .... 2.090 2.090 2.340 i 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . 1.195 .320 .330 4.790 

Magnesia, 691 .562 -624 .685 

Brown Oside of Manga uese, . , ,155 .140 .165 .265 

Phosphoric Acid, 130 .251 .256 .163 

Sulphuric Acid, 084 .079 .062 .067 

Potash, 413 .333 .352 .679 

Soda 077 .053 .088 .132 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . 84.540 89.715 89.040 78 290 

Loss, 688 .402 

Total, . . 100.000 100,122 lOO.OOO 100.027 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . 3.875 2.350 7.750 4.150 

These are quite ricli soils, containing more than the usual proportions 
o? Potash, Carbonate of Lime, Sulphuric Acid, ^e. ^c. The soil of the old 
field, although still very good, and richer than much good secoiid-rate 
land, shows evident signs of deterioration, except in the proportion of 
Phosphoric Acid; some of which may, however, have been derived from 
the subsoil, which is quite rich in this material. The sabsoil, in other 
respects, is not richer than the virgin soil. 

The red soil owes its color to its large proportion of Oxide of Iron. It 
contains a very large amount of Potash and Carbonate of Lime, to which 
probably is due its peculiar influence on vegetable growth. 

No. 339. " Genuine Cretaceous Soil, collected close to where the Q-ryphea 
shell-beds of this system are tilted into an axis; on J. C. Graham's new field, 
Section 2, Fractional Township 10, Range 30. West part of Sevier County, 
Arkansas. On a section adjoining a salt well." 

The dried soil is dark mouse-colored, in tenacious lumps. 

^traded hy Digestion for a Month in Walfr cJiarged viirh Carbonic Acid Gas, 
Organic and Volatile matters, ........ 0.533 

Alumina, and OxideB of Iron and Manganese, and Phosphates, , . .110 

Carbonate of Lime, . 3.443 

Magnesia, .200 

Sulphuric Acid, 033 

Potash, 051 

Soda .021 

Silica, 147 

Extract, dried at 212" F. (Grains), 4.538 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 
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Organic and Volatile matters, 9.213 

Alumina, [1.927 

Osid© of Iron, 3.780 

Carbonale of Lime, 1.940 

Magnesia, 490 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 251 

Phosphoric Acid, 262 

Sulphuric Acid, 077 

Potaah, 432 

Soda, 125 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 73.1 15 

Loss, 388 

Total, .... lOO.OOO 

Moisture, expelled lit 400° F., 7.475 

This resemblea the soils just deacribed above from this county, in being 
very rich in all the mineral elements of vegetable food, as well as in con- 
taining a large proportion of Organic and Volatile matters. This must be 
very fertile soil if well drained, &e. 

No. 366. "Virgin Soil; Section 12, Township 13, Eange 32, from Wil- 
liam Jlolman'a farm, Sevier County, Arkansas. Lies immediately over the 
Cretaceous Limestone. Growth, hickory, scrub haw, Osage orange. Under- 
growth, swamp scrub dogwood," 

The dried soil is dark mouse-colored, or gray-black. It contains small 
whitish particles, which decrepitate when the soil is heated. It effervesces 
strongly with acids. 

No. 367. " Same Soil from an old field eighteen years in cultivation, prin- 
cipally in com, and about three gears in cotton. Wm. Salman's farm, ^c." 

Soil dark umber-colored, containing numerous whitish particles hkethe 
preceding, and irregular whitish fragments of whitish limestone, some of 
a fibrous structure like satin-epar. Effervesced strongly with acids. 

No. 368. "Subsoil from the same old field, ^a." 

The dried soil is of a yellowish-gray color. 

Extracted from 1000 Graim of each of lUte SuiU, hy Digestion for a Month in Water charged viilh 
Carbonie Acid. 

No. see. No. 3fi7. No. 368. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.707 0.433 0.400 
Alumina, and Osides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 177 .Oy3 .093 

Carbonate of Lime, 6.643 6.527 6.927 

Magnesia, 150 .208 .1 00 

Sulphuric Acid, ...... .039 .039 .039 

Potash, 056 .054 .047 

Soda, 053 .025 .041 

Silica, 330 .213 .1+7 

Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . , , 8.155 7.592 7.794 
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The veiy large quantity of Carbonate of Lime dissolved by the carbo- 
nated water, makes the weight of the extract from these soils quite iarge. 
The Ohemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., is as follows ; 

No. 366. No. 367. No. 368. 

Virgin Boil. Old Add Soil. Subaoil, 

Organie and Volatile matlers, . . . 12 003 7.326 4.579 

Alumina, C.IG5 3.491) 2.7*0 

Oxide of Iron, 4.415 2.iy0 1,613 

Carbonate of Liniej 36.410 66.285 7!I.2G0 

Magnesia, 2.279 1.169 .702 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 2y0 .240 ,140 

Phosphoric Acid, 368 .147 .112 

Sulphuric Acid, 247 .170 .118 

Potash, 362 .214 .135 

Soda, .146 .085 .099 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . .S7.990 19-190 10.915 

Total, .... 100677 100.506 100.415 

Moisture, expelled at 400 F,, . . . . 9.675 4.450 2.775 

These soils contain so much Carbonate of Lime, that they may be con- 
sidered marls rather than soils. The virgin soil is very rich in Phosphorie 
and Sulphuric Acids and Potash. The old soil and subsoil do not contain 
so much, but have much more Carhonate of Lime. These latter might be 
burnt into lime for mortar or other purposes ; they woulfl be hydraulic if they 
contained a little more/nagnesia, and deserve trial in this way as it ia. 
They would be very valuable as a top-dressing to soils which were worn 
out and deficient in lime, &c. &c. The only probable drawback to the 
great fertility of these soils is in the very large proportion of carbonate of 
lime, which making the water which percolates and moistens them vert/ 
hard, by loading it with the bicarbonates of lime and magnesia, ma^ be 
injurious to some forms of vegetable growth. It would he interesting to 
experiment with various vegetables in these very calcareous soils. The 
virgin soil is almost black from the presence of the very large proportion 
of Organic and Volatile matters ; more than twelve per cent. 



UNION COUNTY. 

No. 340. " Camp Creek Glady Soil, Section 2, Township 17, Range 17, 
near Lisbon, Union County, Arkansas. Not much cultivated. The inhabi- 
tants want to know whether it will do for cultivation. Quaternary." 

The dried soil is mouse-colored. When calcined and the organic mat- 
ters burnt out, it is of a light-gray color, indicating the almost entire 
absence of Oxide of Iron.- 
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One thousand grains digested for a montli in water charged with Car- 
bonic Acid, gave up 1.456 grains of chocolate-hrown Extract, dried at 212°, 
the composition of which is as follows : 

Or^nic and Volatile matters, 0,817 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, and Phoaphales, . . .ISO 

Cartionale of Lime, .......... .160 

Magnesia, 101) 

Sulphuric Acid, 016 

Potash, 02G 



Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), 1.456 

The Chemical Composition of this soil, dried at 400° F., was found, by 
analysis, to be as follows: 

Ot^anie and Volatile matters, 6.618 

Alumina, 3.735 

Oxide of Iron, a trace. 

Carbonate of Lime, .140 

Magnesia, 20S 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, a trace. 

Phosphoric Acid, 096 

Sulphnric Acid, 0li2 

Potash, O-iS 

Soda .036 

Sand and Insolulile Silicates, 90.715 

Total, 101645 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., per cent., 3.675 

The addition oi ferruginous clays or good marl, bone-dust with wood 
aebes, or stable manure in abundance, would be necessary to constitute 
this a fertile soil. It ie deficient in Oxide of Iron, Oxide of Manganese, 
Phosphoric Acid and Alkalies, &c, &;c., whilst it contains enough of Organic 
matters to give it quite a dark color. The great deficiency of Oxides of 
Iron and Manganese, &c. &g., must be supplied from some source before it 
can be made productive. 

'So. 348. " Virgin Soil from Section 34, Township 16, Range 17, from 
Major D. R. Coulter' s f arm, near Lithon, northwestern part of Union County, 
Arkansas, on the waters of Camp Creek. Quaternary formation." 

The dried soil is ash-gray or uniber-gray colored. It contains much sand 
and some rounded quartzose pebbles- 
No. 349. " Same Soil from an old field, eighteen years in cultivation; B. 
R. Coulter s farm, ^c. ^c." 

Contains much sand composed of rounded clear and reddish grains, and 
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some rounded qiiartzoae pebbles. The dried soil ia much lighter- colored 
than the preceding. 

No. 350. " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c. ^c" 

The dried soil ia of a gray-buff color; contains somewhat less sand than 
the preceding, and some rounded quartzose pebbles. 

Bzlracled from 1000 Grains of each of theM Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water eharged with 
Carbonic Add Gas. 

No. 348. No. .S49. No. SSO. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Son. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 0.767 0.363 0.3tiO 
Alumina, and Oxidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphatea, 380 .177 .177 

Carbonate of Lime, 667 ,647 .34,1 

Magnesia, 083 .093 .1U5 

Sulphuric Acid 033 .027 .027 

Potash, 040 ,056 .056 

Soda, 037 .032 .050 

Silica, 217 .217 .200 

Extract, dried at 212° P. (Groins), . . . 2.224 1.612 1.318 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows : 

No. 348. No. 349. No. 350. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subaoil. 

Organic and Volatile tnattens, . . . 1.893 1.055 1.G74 

Alumina, 285 .685 2.935 

Oxide of Iron, ^65 ,640 1.865 

Carbonate of Lime, 020 .070. .070 

Magnesia, 301 .287 .893 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 140 .115 .165 

Phosphoric Add, 052 ,061 ,062 

Sulphuric Acid, 027 ,041 .033 

Potash, 029 .029 .096 

Suda, 095 trace .026 

Sand and InwluWe Silicates, .... 95.890 97.090 92.115 

Lo33, 303 ,066 

Total 100.000 100.073 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., ... 0.950 0.475 1.425 

Soils containing bo large a proportion of Sand, &c., cannot he expected to 
be very fertile or durable, except by the constant use of proper manures. 
These differ from the glade soil, just described, principally in containing 
much more Oxide of Iron, and less Organie and Volatile matters. The sub- 
soil contains more Potash and less Sand, kc, than the surface soil. Lime, 
plaster of Paris, wood ashes, bone-dust, superphosphate, or guano, may be 
advantageously employed on these soils. 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY. 



Ifo. 279. " Virgin Soil from G-eorge More'a farm. Waters of the Cadron. 
Growth, black and post oak. Undergrowth, sumach. True oak land. Van 
Buren County, Arkansas. Millstone Grit formation." 

The dried soil is of a light clove-brown color. 

No, 280. '^Same Soil from G-eorge Mart's farm, eleven years in cultivation. 
Upland and table land soil, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a gray-brown color, lighter than the virgin soil. 

No. 281, "Subsoilfrom the same old field; George More's farm, ^o. ^c." 

The dried soil \s lighter colored and more reddish than the preceding. 

One thousand Oraini of each of these Scils, Digtstedfor a Month in Waler charged viilh Carbonic Acid, 
gave up Ihe following material!: 

No. 279. No. 280. No. 231. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile mailers, . , . 0.950 0.466 0.550 
Alumina, »iid Oxidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, .140 .120 .047 

Carbonate of Lime, \:im .896 .287 

Magnesia, 244 .105 .147 

Sulphuric Aoid, 056 .055 .030 

Potash 170 .045 .055 

Soda, .015 .077 

Silica, 264 .264 .064 

Loss .099 .076 

Esfract, dried at 212° F., . . . . S.104 2.066 1.333 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., waa found, by 
analysis, to be as follows : 

No. 279. No. 280. Ho. 281. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile mat tens, .... 5.5a2 2.787 2.407 

Alamioa, 3.440 1.840 2.515 

Oiide of Iron, 3,635 3.160 1.920 

Carbonate of Lime, 196 .171 .121 

Magnesia, 1.280 .201 .203 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 245 .245 .245 

Phosphoric Acid 237 .078 .097 

Sulphuric Acid, 038 .024 .033 

Potash, 150 .107 .096 

Soda, 007 .025 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 86.300 92.470 92.120 



Total, .... 101.120 101.083 100.000 

Moiatare, expelled at 400° F., .... 2.550 1.350 1.325 
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The virgin soil is considerably richer than either the old field soil or the 
subsoil. These two latter resemble each other considerably in compo- 
sition. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

No. 405. "Nitre-Earth; Cave 1, near Mr. Orion Meiff's, Washington 
County, Arkansas." 

An umber-colored earth, containing a few fragments of the bones of 
email animals (bats?), mixed with fragments of shale and coarse-grained 
limestone. 

The air-dried earth gave up to water about 1.597 per cent of its weight 
of soluble saline matters, which, when evaporated and dried at 212° F., 
appeared like a yellowish -brown extract, and was found to be of the fol- 
lowing composition: 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . 0.044 



Magnesia 
Fotaah, . 



Nitric Acid, 200— equal to 0.374 per cent of Nitre. 

Silica, 079 

Water and loss, 356 

Saline matters, dried at '212° F., . . 1.5^7 per cent. 
Thia earth is mueh poorer in nitrates than Thompson's nitre-earth, 
described under Newton County; and, yielding only about one-third of 
one per cent of nitre, it is doubtful whether it would pay for the expense 
of working it, except on a large scale, and with very economical manage- 
ment. Whether the quantity found is sufficient to justify this is unknown 
to the writer. 

The Chemical Composition of the washed earth, dried at 400° F., was found 
to be as follows: 

Organic and Volatile matters, expelled at a red heat, .... 14.150 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, ..... S.7I5 

Carbonate of Lime, 21.865 

Magnesia, ............ .505 

Phosphoric Acid, 1,295 

Sulphuric Acid, 196 

Potash, 55;-! 

Soda, 207 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 52.895 

100.381 
Should this earth not prove profitable, as a source of nitre, it could be 
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used with great advantage us a top-dressing on land deficient in lime, phos- 
phoric and sulphuric adds and potash, or which had become exhausted of 
its essential mineral elements by long culture. It has the composition of 
a pretty rich marl ; and even the lixiviated earth could be used in this way. 

No. 276. " Virgin Soil from John Heiff's farm. Section 31, Township 16, 
Range 80. A fine sample of the red upland, overlying the Archimedes Sub- 
carboniferous Limestone in the central part of Washington County, Arkansas," 

The dried soil is of a light reddish.gray brown color. 

No. 277. '■'■Same Soil from an old field thirty-eight years in cultivation; 
JohnReiff'sfarm,J-c.icr 

The dried soil is of a light umber color, with a reddish tinge. Seems to 
be of a difl'erent character from the preceding. 

No. 278. " Stibsoilfrom the same old field, ^c." 

The dried soil resembles the next preceding. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of Ihoe Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Wuter churged tcith 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 

No. 276. No. 27T. No. 278. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 0.y:i3 0.183 0.333 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, m> .'2A6 .146 

Carbonate of Lime, 2.TG3 2.097 2.1fi3 

Magnesia, 144 .106 .127 

Sulphuric Acid, 045 .039 .062 

Potash 170 .131 .112 

Soda, 027 .003 

Silica, 214 .200 .274 

Extract, dried at 21 2'> P., .... 4,6'I2 3.302 3.420 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., was found to he 
as follows: 

No. 376. No. 277. Ko. 3T8. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil, 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 5.325 4,537 4.571 

Ahimina, 2.015 1,715 1.545 

Oxide of Iron 5.085 2,360 3.185 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . . , . .371 AQ5 ,32[ 

Magneaia, 457 .229 .392 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, . , . . ,295 .145 .495 

Phosphoric Acid, 217 .160 .118 

Sulphuric Acid, " 050 .050 .050 

Potash, 4,13 .147 .111 

Soda, 168 .031 .025 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 85,820 89.420 88.795 



Total, 100.236 lOO.OOO 100,000 

Moisture, espelled at 400° F., . . . . 2,735 l.a25 2.100 

17 
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The virgin soil ia quite rich, containing more than the average propor- 
tions of ihe essential mineral elements. The soil of the old field contains 
less of all the essential ingredients (except of Carbonate of Lime and iSul- 
pTmric Acid) than the virgin soil. The subsoil is much poorer than even 
the surface soil of the old field. 



WHITE cousTr. 

N'o. 300. " Virgin Soil, from Samuel Oritz's farm, eight miles west of 
Searcy, White County, Arkansas. G-rowth, black oak, red oak, black Jack, 
mockenut-hickory, and rough lark. Derived from the ferruginous shales of 
the Millstone G-rit formation." 

Dried soil of a light buft'-brown color. Some small fragments of ferru- 
ginous shale were sitted out of it. 

No, 301. " Same Soil from Samuel Oritz's old field, twenty years in culti- 
vation, chiefly in corn, ^c." 

Dried soil more reddish, and rather lighter colored than the preceding. 

No. 302. "Subsoil from the same old field, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a briekdust color. 



Extracled fnua 1000 Graint of each af these Soils, ly Digestion for a Month in Wat: 
Carhonic Acd Gas. 

No. 300. No. 301, 

Virgiu Soil. Oia field Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matters O.-lOO 0.600 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 0(iT .133 

CarbonateoFLime ■ . .8.').S .020 

Magnesia, UG .153 

Sulphuric Aeiil O.'tO .039 

Potash, 119 .lOG 

Soda, 041 .047 

Silica, 114 .081 

Loss, 106 

Extract, dried at 2 12' F, [Grains), . . . I.86Ii 1,779 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., w 
be as follows : 

No 300. T(o, 301. 

Virgla Soil. Old field Soil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, .... 4.989 3,344 

Al^imina, 2.215 2.215 

Oxide of Iron 3.0.^5 2 3.S5 

Carbonate of Lime, 220 ,130 

Magnesia, .418 .340 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 220 .19,i 

Phosphoric Acid, 143 .2(19 



■ charged icilh 

No. 302. 
Subsoil, 
0.B83 

.073 
.44G 



1.060 

,3 found to 

No. 302. 
Subaoil. 

Z.IU 

4.:-i75 

2.985 
.095 



.297 
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No. 300. No, 301. No. 302. 

Virgin Soil, Old fisld Soil. Snbaoil. 

Salphurio Acid, 055 .055 .033 

Potash, 121 .145 .18T 

Soda, 018 .025 .0G7 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 87.860 90.245 88.845 

Losa, 706 .702 .053 

Total, 100.000 100.000 100 000 

Moisture, expelled at 400° P., . . . . 2.800 2.015 2.350 

Except in the Phosphoric Acid and Potash, the soil of the old field 
shows a diminution in all its more valuable ingredients. The subsoil is a 
little richer in Potash than the eurfaeo soil ; in other respects it la not 
better. 



YBLL COUNTY. 

No. 391, " Virgin Soil from William Mc Gray's farm, Township Q, Itange 21 
west. Section 18, Yell County, Arkansas. Shales of the Millstone Grit." 
The dried soil is of a brownish-gray color. 

No. 392, ^^ Soil twenty-one years in cultivation. Wm. MeCray'sfarm, ^e." 
The dried soil is of a dirty yellowiah-gray color. 
Ko. 393. " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c," 
Djlcd soil of a gray-buff color. 

Mcfracled from 1000 Gramt of each of lliese Soita, by Digestion for a Month in Waler charged with 
Carbonic Acid Gas. 



Ko, 391.' 



Old field Soil, Snt 



Organic and Volatile matters, . 
Alumiaa, and Oxides of Iron and Mnnnan 
and Phosphates, ..... 

Carbonate of Lime, 

Magnesia, ...... 

Sdlphuric Acid, 

Potash, 



Extract, dried at 400' P., 



The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° P., was found, o 
analysis, to be as follows : 
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No. 391. No. 392. Ko. 393. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matWrs,. . . . 4,556 J.89I) 1.956 

Alumina, 2.165 2.820 3.191) 

Oxide oflron, 1.Y40 l.GoO 2.940 

Carbonate of Lime 195 .085 .045 

Magnesia, . 695 ,141 .^39 

Brown 0.tide of Manganese, 125 .075 .115 

Phosphoric Acid, 161 .143 .208 

Solphuric Acid, 058 .024 .033 

Potash, 149 .116 .11)2 

Soda 021 .009 .072 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 90.365 S3.390 90.840 

Loss, ,100 

Total, I00.23O 100.343 100.000 

Moisture, expelled at 400" F., . . . 2.325 1.275 l.GOO 

The analysis of the soil of the old field exhibits a diminution in the 
Organic and Volatile matters, Carbonate of Lime, Magnesia, Oxide of Man- 
ganese, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, Potash and Soda, as well as in the 
Soluble Extract and Hygroscopic moisture. The subsoil contains a little 
more Potash and Phosphoric Acid, and a little less Lime, Magnesia, and 
Sulphuric Acids, than the eurface soil. 



IOWA, MINHESOTA, AND WISCONSIN SOILS. 

For the purpose of comparison with the Arkansas soils which have been 
analyzed, I append a table of the results of my analysis of six soils from 
amongst those collected by Dr. L. D. Owen in his Northwestern explorations. 
See his large published "Report of a Geological Survey of Wisconsin, Iowa, 
and Minnesota, ^c." 1852. 

These soils are believed to be amongst the richest of the region where 
they were collected. 

a, "Soil from the timbered land adjoining Prairie, Winnebago Agency, 
Iowa." 

The dried soil is of a gray-umber color; it contains small rounded grains 
of quartz and much fine sand. 

b. " Soil, average quality, from the Prairie between Willow and Lime Creeks, 
Winnebago Reserve, Iowa." 

The dried soil is of a dark-umber color ; it contains small rounded quartz 
grains and much fine sand, with some few larger fragments of quartz and 
decomposing chert. 

e, " Average soil of the best land west of the tveet branch of the Wapipinicon, 
Minnesota." 
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The dried soil is umber-colored, containing small rounded quartzose 
grains and much fine sand. 

d. " Soil over F. 2' {Lower Silurian Magnesian Limestone), four and a half 
miles northwest of Catfish Bar, Lake St. Croix, Minnesota." 

The dried soil ia umber-coloredj lighter than the preceding ; it contains 
fewer rounded quartz grains and much fine sand. 

e. " Soil, Srown' 8 farm, fifteen miles below St. Paul's, over F. 2' {Lower Silu- 
rian Magnesian Limestone), Wisconsin." 

The dried soil is of a gray-umber color ; principally fine sand composed 
of rounded grains, 

f. "Average wheat soil, between Kikapoo Hiver and Prairie du Ohien, 
Wisconsin." 

Dried soil of a gray-umber color; principally fine sand, which is much 
finer than the preceding. 

The Chemical Composition of these Soils, dried at 400° F., is asfoUoias: 



Organic and Volatile matters, 


2.708 


6.028 


6.348 


5.425 


1.732 


6.580 


Alumina, 


2..^35 


4.610 


5.585 


4.810 


.335 


3.285 


Oxide of Iron, 


1.790 


3.515 


3.765 


■ 3.765 


1.B40 


2.915 


Carbonate of Lime, 


.316 


.665 


.565 


.690 


.426 


.940 


Magnesia, 


.T9S 


.855 


.944 


.890 


.512 


.647 


Brown Oxide of Manganese, 


.120 


.120 


.095 


.180 


.145 


.145 


Phosphoric Acid, . 


.159 


.181 


.237 


.230 


.191 


.262 


Sulphuric Acid, 


.ojh 


.110 


.074 


.093 


.067 


.075 


Potaab, .... 


.!93 


.311 


.299 


.BIO 


.172 


.298 


Soda, .... 


.020 


.097 


.094 


.053 


.035 


.083 


Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 


92.215 


83.590 


82.065 


83.840 


93.905 


86.240 


L0S3, .... 


■ 











.621 


-^ 


Total, 


100.706 


100.082 


100.071 


100.085 


100.000 


101.468 


Moisture, expelled at 400° F., 


1.815 


4,625 


5,500 


4,250 


1.S15 


3.500 



Time did not permit the digestion of these soils for a month in water 
charged with Carbonic Acid ; but it is probable, from their light and 
sandy nature, they would have given up to it a considerable amount of 
soluble matters. 

These may, without exception, be considered good soils, notwithstand- 
ing the considerable amount of fine sand which they contain ; but the best 
of them do not quite equal iu richness the best bottom lands of Arkansas, 
nor the fertile hlue limestone soil of Central Kentucky. 
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1 


Virgin bottom soil 

Culdvaled soil. 

Virgin Tertiary soil. 

Old field soil. 

Subsoil, 

Virgin red Tertiary soil. 

Old field red soil. 

Subsoil, 

Virgin Subcarbonirerous soil. 

Old field soil. 

Subsoil. 

Virgin black sticky soil. 

Cultivated " " 

Virgin Cretaceous soil. 

Old field " 

Virgin Millstone Grit soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil 

Virgin boltom soil. 

Old Held " 

Subsoil " 

Virgin sandy bottom soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil 

Virgin Millstone Grit upland soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil. 

Virgin Lower Silurian soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil 

Virgin Lower Silurian soil. 

Old field " 


■BSiBSKis 8iqn 


78,365 
79,390 
90,365 
93,840 
86,640 
69.690 
63,690 
^8.098 
92.320 
03.580 
02,195 
68.315 
73.040 

44.040 
91.145 
9 a, 720 
93.695 
84,790 
89,595 
80.595 
88.520 
91,110 
89,895 
90,795 
93.300 
89,770 
79.490 
S3. 195 
77.345 
88.070 
90,220 


-Bpog 


083 
158 
006 
088 
048 

075 
067 
025 

037 
Hi 

108 
090 
109 
034 
012 
042 
153 
032 
136 
059 
160 
059 
039 
005 
006 
061 
110 
101 
031 
017 


^ 


™ 


359 
618 
121 
085 
164 
398 
237 
348 
125 
130 
198 
563 
396 
351 
454 

097 
140 
435 
357 
579 
946 
198 
307 
101 
190 
161 

565 
700 
232 
117 


° 


•PIOV aiJnqi'inS 


067 
050 
041 
036 
024 
075 
058 
050 
094 
024 
016 
075 
0S4 
144 
170 
050 
028 
016 
050 
045 
052 
033 
042 
024 
041 
028 
013 
084 
059 
059 
050 
050 


° 


■ppV Ol^oqdsoqa 


250 
19^ 
095 
094 
129 
331 
413 
297 
078 
160 
040 
309 
191 
165 
334 
197 
053 
105 
164 
264 
213 
093 
145 
167 
176 
005 
128 
164 
199 
165 
169 
144 


" 


,o:;roSSa 


165 
295 
165 
140 
140 
745 
595 
495 
145 
120 
170 
370 
445 
545 
345 
270 
195 
170 
145 
120 

095 
145 
920 
195 
095 
170 
220 
220 
370 
320 
195 


= 


.,«,„»,„ 


845 
496 
405 
314 
447 
413 
604 
543 
364 
316 
976 
737 
356 
044 
306 
371 
171 
236 
170 
731 
436 
880 
683 
731 
293 
293 
285 
341 
787 
863 
383 
353 


o- ---- 


JO (rlBOOiiJBO 


1.470 
1.165 
.390 
.190 
.115 
.420 
.120 
.095 
.096 
.096 
,046 
3,640 
3 915 
3.375 
35.950 
.121 
.021 
,046 
.821 
.921 
.945 

:996 
.296 
.170 
.071 
.096 
.680 
,396 
,431 
,396 
.171 


■■""IJO'K'O 


00 
4,615 
3,740 

3!640 
15,959 
33.605 
24.305 
2.000 
1,810 
9,560 
6,350 
5.600 
5,015 
4,650 
3.210 
1.935 
2,010 
3,360 
3.785 
63' 
2.135 
2.085 
2.360 
3.490 
1.790 
3,490 
4.110 
3.075 
5.360 
1.960 
3.335 


,,™„ 


9. 
5,965 
3.490 
2.290 
6.265 
5,985 
5.066 
10,620 
.840 
,495 
1.190 
12.010 
9.010 
8.935 
6.735 
2,625 
.490 
3.115 
2.515 
4.240 
11.3 
1.690 
2.795 
3.090 
1.690 
2,690 
3.115 
5,165 
4.075 
7.940 
1.815 
2.965 


-BIOA pas aiUBSJO 


9.342 
6,207 
3,207 
1,643 
2.849 
6.806 
5,547 
5.2S3 
2,818 
1.823 
1.494 
8.216 
7,443 
16.352 
4,961 
3,207 
1,895 
1,469 
7.836 
6.404 
6.582 
4.791 
9.460 
2.467 
3.176 
1.897 
2.271 
7.575 
6.953 
6.341 
5.793 
3.375 


.■,=s. 


5.375 
5,110 
2,085 
1,135 
3,500 
4,500 
4,000 
4,775 
1,550 
1,000 
1,225 

11,150 
9,865 

11,025 
5,575 
1.800 
1.050 
1.200 
3.975 
4,000 
4.525 
2.425 
1.650 
1.725 
1.625 
1.175 
2.035 
3.875 
3.275 
4.200 
2.475 
1.625 


•is)«AVPsaunoiiJso 


6.950 
3.567 
3,569 
1,927 
0.640 
3.830 
2.933 
1.280 
3.005 
2.133 
1.300 
2.397 
9.574 
6.935 

9J39' 
1.316 
1.136 
4,900 
3,973 
4,293 
3.881 
9,995 
1,334 
2.100 
1,423 
0,901 
3,937 

9,383 
7.950 
3.883 


1 

1 


Arkansas, 
Bradley, 

Benton, 
Clarke, 

Conway, 
Crawford, 

Fulton, 


.«.««„ 


igisKsssiss^liiiiisssisissSiigsi 
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796 
654 
185 
993 
047 
260 
316 
394 
147 
354 
893 
034 
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353 
833 
587 
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019 
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084 
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025 
084 
079 

045 
058 
033 
05O 
033 

075 
067 
058 
045 
036 
050 
041 
002 
050 
041 
042 
062 
066 
058 
041 


033 
033 
055 
050 
041 
037 
027 
033 
091 
075 
068 
055 
050 
041 
045 
043 


? ._ 


117 
147 
163 
162 
090 
156 
051 
131 
118 
084 
2S3 
178 
160 
159 
191 
181 
179 
163 
062 
115 
104 
247 
311 
194 
112 


313 
178 
146 
079 
128 
063 
085 
063 
245 
234 
343 
138 
136 
143 
189 




:pp3'§^lp||s|SB|ip.||p 


330 
105 
295 
180 
195 
145 
120 
095 
140 
290 
330 
265 
190 
140 
140 
230 




390 
815 
489 
536 
256 
266 
167 
313 
396 
347 
519 
658 
353 
306 
415 
473 
633 
563 
305 
283 
333 
419 
698 
573 


239 
263 
280 
247 
365 
219 
197 
253 
863 
758 
003 
426 
378 

266 
630 


" - 


196 
646 
696 
346 
145 
320 
195 

42i 

130 
430 
220 
095 
730 
370 
395 
645 
170 
095 
181 
240 
440 
145 
120 


SSsslissSgis^ias 




3.6651 
3.810 
2,910 
3.350 
1.100 
1.660 
1.750 
2,110 
2.350 
2,460 
3.415 
9.840 
1.635 

1200 
1.310 
1.535 
1,495 
1,240 
3.015 
3,290 
3.515 
3,240 
3,690 
1.980 


3.255 
3,050 
1,665 
1.565 
9.015 
9,190 
1.340 
9.365 
1-915 
1.790 

4.300 
4 090 
4.390 
7.650 
1610 
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1 


Old field Lower Sii^irian soil. 

Subsoil 

Virgin Millstone Grit soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil 

Virgin bottom soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil " 

Virgin MillsloneGtit soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil " 

Virgin Suboarboniferous soil. 

Olil field - 

Subsoil 

Virgin prairie soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil " " 

Virgin bollom Cretaceon.s soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil " 

Red bottom land. 

Creraceous«.il. 

Virgin Cretaceous soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil " 

Camp Creek glady soil. 

Virxin (inaleraary soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil '• 

Virgin Millstone Grit soil. 

Old field soil. 

Subsoil 










■spoS 


100 
115 
076 
042 
073 
049 
058 
079 
037 
047 
065 
007 
043 
057 
047 
033 
059 
077 
053 
088 
133 
135 
146 
085 
099 
036 
095 

036 
007 

025 




- g - . . - 


■w 


■timo,I 


0.351 
.389 
.309 
.303 
.313 
.341 
.196 
.230 
.103 
.312 
.237 
.164 
.217 
.150 
.294 
.195 
.214 
.413 
.338 
.353 
.679 
.433 
.363 
.314 
.135 
.035 
.039 
.039 
.096 
.150 
.107 
.006 




•pi^V^vnqJlos 


033 
030 
134 
058 
058 
075 
067 
050 
050 
045 
042 
042 
042 
033 
058 
060 
050 
084 
079 
063 
076 
077 
247 
170 
118 
063 
037 
041 
033 
038 
024 
033 


c 


o 


1 


■PK,T =,«qi™qa 


153 
094 
163 
280 
183 
163 
192 
140 
361 
308 
128 
078 
105 
151 
175 
170 
209 
130 
251 
356 
163 
363 
368 
147 
113 
006 
053 
061 
0H3 
237 
078 
097 
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0.330 
.395 
.340 
.340 
.270 
.345 
.195 
.230 
.145 
.245 
.105 
.195 
.470 
.470 
.175 
.190 
.105 
.155 
.140 
.165 
.265 
.251 
.390 
.240 
.140 

.140 
.115 
.165 
.345 
.245 
.345 
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0.475 
.371 
.817 
.70S 
.403 
.359 
.263 
.543 
.316 
.307 
.359 
.184 

.364 
.420 
.619 
.308 
.691 
.562 
.024 
.685 
.490 
3.270 
1.169 
.703 

!301 
.387 
.803 
1.380 
.301 
-.303 
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0.371 
.346 

!415 
.166 
1.015 
.315 
.165 
.190 
.215 
.100 

!431 
.196 
.145 
.380 
.130 
1.105 
.330 
.330 
4.790 
1.940 
36.410 
36.385 
79.260 
.140 
.030 
.071.1 
.070 
.198 
.171 
.121 
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1-010 
3.410 
2.490 
1.915 
5.265 
3.590 
2.4S0 
3.340 
3 065 
3.790 
4.750 
i.330 
2.185 
2.410 
4.500 
300 
6.940 

2 000 
3.000 
2.340 

940 
3.760 
4.415 
2.190 
1.615 

.640 
1.865 

3 635 
3.160 
1.920 
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2.515 
3.090 
3.535 

3.385 
3.536 
3.610 
4.083 
3.885 
5.585 
1.140 
3.415 
3.475 
1.235 
10 
4.510 
3.310 
3.785 
3.710 
10. 
9.927 
6.165 
3-490 
2.740 
3.735 
.285 
.685 
2.935 
3.440 
1.840 
3.515 






3.395 
2.105 
5.460 
3.905 
2.451 
7.678 
3 950 
2.503 
4.763 
4.166 
3.873 
3.333 
4.663 
3019 
3.675 
5.168 
4.347 
6.627 
3.789 
3.631 
4.616 
0.313 
12.005 
7.326 
4.579 
618 
1.893 
1.055 
1.674 
5.592 
3.787 
3.407 
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1.625 
1.425 
3.850 
3.700 
2.100 
3.950 
1.700 
1.650 
3.325 
1.825 
2.475 
3.000 
2.05O 
2.435 
3.035 
2.300 
3.300 
3.875 
2.350 
7.750 
4.150 
7.475 
0.675 
4.460 
2.775 
3 675 
.950 
.476 
1.425 
3.550 
1.350 
1.335 
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5.166 
1.788 
4.617 
3-910 
1.762 
7.233 
1.974 
2.189 
3,636 
3,767 
1.574 
2,373 
3.46S 
1.833 
3.467 
3.193 
1.403 

6 650 

1.696 

7 633 
4.538 
8.155 
7 592 
7.704 
1.456 

1.Q13 
1.318 
3 104 
2.066 
1.333 
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Iowa timbered land. 
Iowa prairie soil. 
Average of best land. 

Average wheat soil. 




99.915 

82.065 
83.840 
93,905 
86.240 


168 
031 
025 
018 
025 
067 
091 
009 
072 


090 
097 
004 
053 
055 
083 




433 
147 

191 
145 
187 
149 
116 
162 


198 
311 
999 
310 
172 
206 
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090 
050 
050 
055 
055 
033 
058 
024 
033 


050 
110 
074 
093 
067 
075 
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159 
181 
937 
330 
191 
363 
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190 
190 
009 
180 
145 
145 
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457 

399 
418 
340 
297 
695 
141 
330 
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315 
665 
565 
690 
425 
940 


°: ! 


5.085 
3.960 
3.IB5 
3.035 
3.335 
3.985 
1.740 
1.650 
2.040 


1.790 
3.515 
3.765 
3.705 
1.840 
3.019 


2.015 
1.715 
1.545 
3.319 
2.215 
4.375 
3.165 
9.830 
3.100 


3.335 
4.610 
5.585 
4.610 
.335 
3.285 


sssiiSsii 


708 
098 
348 
429 
739 
580 






2.735 
1.925 
2.100 
3.800 
2.075 
2.350 
3.329 
1.975 
1.600 


1.815 
4.625 
9.500 
4.950 
1.315 
3.900 


642 
303 
490 
860 
779 
660 
298 
505 
073 




Washington, 
WUite, 
Yell, 

Iowa, 
Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, 
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APPENDIX 



CHEMICAL REPORT OF THE COMPOSITION OF SOILS, 
ETC. ETC., OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 

BY KOBEET PETER, M.D., 



By considerable exertion the following additional chemical analyses of 
the soils, &c., collected by the principal geologist, were completed in time 
for publication in this volume. They are arranged, like the preceding, in 
the alphabetical order of the counties whence they were obtained. 

ARKANSAS cousTY — Continued. (See l^oa. 333 and 334.) 

No. 406. " Virgin Soil. Prairie adjoining the Spanish Cfrant, on Section 
18, Township 1 south, Range 3 west, owned by James More. An average of 
the "prairie land of Arkansas Oounty, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a light umber color. 

No. 407. " Same Soil from an old field forty to fifty years in cultivation. 
Prairie. Spanish Grant. Section 00, Township 7, Range 3 west. Harold 
StillwelVs farm, Arkansas County." 

The dried soil ia light buff-umber colored, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 408. " Sahsoil front the same field. Harold StillweW s farm, ^e." 

The dried soil ia of a dirty-buff color. 

No. 409. "Virgin Prairie Soil, from the highest of the prairie, on Section 
17, Township 1 south, Range 3 west. {This is looser and drier than the pre- 
ceding.) Arkansas County, Arkansas." 

The dried aoil ia of an umber color. 

No. 410. "Upland Woodland Soil, adjoining the prairie, on the Spanish 
Grant, Township 7 south, Range 4 west. [Differs from the prairie soil at 
More'a and FarreVa.)" 
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CHEMICAL AGRICULTURE 



The dried soil is of a dark drab-color, lighter and more yellowish than 
the preceding. 

One thousand grains of each of these soils, thoroughly air-dried, were 
digested for a month, at the ordinary summer temperature, in a close 
bottle, in water which had been charged with carbonic acid gas. The 
infusion, after filtration, evaporated and fully dried at 212° P., gave the 
following dissolved materials, viz. : 



Organic and Volatile matters, 
Alamina, and Oxides of Iron and 
Manganese, and Phosphates, 
Carbonate of Lime, . 
Magnesia, .... 
Sulphuric Acid, 
Potash, 



Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 



Silici 



Total extract, dried at 212° F. 

(Grains), . . . . 3 033 2.9G7 1.666 4.500 2.557 

Submitted to chemical analysis, dried at 400° !F., the Composition of 
these soils was found to be as follows : 

No. 406. No. 407. No. 408. No. 409. No. 410. 



. OM lield Soil. Subsoil. Fraii 



Organic and Volatile matters 


4.094 


3.509 


Alumina 


2.535 


2.810 


Oxide of Iron, . 


2.740 


3,415 


Carbonate of Lime, . 


.095 


.195 


Magnesia, .... 


.482 


.669 


Brown Oxide of Manganese, 


.245 


.295 


Phosphoric Acid, 


.212 


.211 


Sulphuric AciiJ, . 


.071 


.075 


Potash, .... 


.183 


.207 








Sand and Insoluble Silicates, 


88.465 


87.790 




.828 


.720 



0.000 100.000 100.205 



Moisture, expelled at 400° F., 3.690 3.165 3.750 3.950 3.390 

No. 411. "Samples of the so-called ' BucJcshot Land,' Section 16, Town- 
ship 6 south, Range 6 west, Arkansas County, Arkansas. Growth, gum, 
haclcherry, box elder, ^c." 

Dried soil in very tough tumps, of a chocolate, dark-gray color. The 
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infusion of the soil iu carbonated water had a fcetid smell ; which was the 
ease with some other soils of this kind. 

No, 412, " Wilder {or Irunahot) Ulay; taken from dug ravinea, washed out 
at Post of Arkansas, Arkansas County, Arkansas. This is the kind of clay 
that underlies the prairie soil near Post of Arkansas." 

Dried clay contains moderately friable, rounded lumps of dark-brown 
Oxide of Iron, and is of a light drab color. Contains no Protoxide of Iron. 

No. 413. ^'Ironshot Gravel in the underclay at the Post of Arkansas, 
Arkansas County, Arkansas." 

It contains no Protoxide of Iron. 

Exlraaedfrom 1000 Grains of Soils A'os. 411 and 412, iy Water charged with Carbonie Add. 

So. 411. Ho. «2. 

■' Buoksbot Soil." Underelay. 

Organic and Volatile maltera, 1.783 O.'J'A'S 

Alumina, and Decides of Iron and Manganese, and 

Phoapliates, ,5TT .127 

Carbonate of Lime, 3.247 .413 

Magnesia, .,328 .217 

SolpKucic Acid, .045 .033 

Potash, .121 .055 



Loss, .095 

Total Extract, dritdiit 212° F. (Grains), . . . 7.000 2.452 

Tlie composition of these — soil, underelay, and iron gravel — was found, 
by chemical analysis, to be as follows: 

C'jmposilion, dried at 400= F. 

No. 411. No. 413. No. 413. 

"Buckshot" Soil. Underolay. Iron Grovel. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 7.880 2.470 3.6D0* 

Al"""'- 5.410 5.^35 1 ^ 

Ottideof Iron, G.750 .1.515 j 

Carbonate of Lime, 1.G8I) .470 trace. 

Magnesia, 2.301 .87G 1.932 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, .... .310 .170 

Phosphorio Acid, 257 .UO .380 

Sulphorio Acid, 101 .041 .302 

Potash, 642 .212 .417 

Soda, 204 .153 .242 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 75.740 8G.815 76.980 

Total, 100.275 100.187 100 209 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . 8.000 4.250 



* Principallj Water. f And Oxide of U 
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The "Buckshot" soil is very rich in all the elements of vegetable nutri- 
tion, a large proportion of which ia in a soluble condition. Ita great tough- 
ness appears to be due partly to the condition of its organic ingredients, 
partly to ita considerable proportions of Carbonate of Lime and Magnesia, 
and partly to the fine state of division of its silicious material. It must 
be very productive if well drained, and not found to be too close and 
adhesive in cultivation. The proportion of ita Potash, particularly, is 
unuaually large, 

" Cotton and Cotton Seed, grown on the Arkansas Miver Bottom, at Far- 
relly's and Mare's, near the Post of Arhansas. Collected for the analyses of 
the ash of each separately ; to sue what is carried off by each crop. Crop from 
1000 to 2000 pounds to the acre in the seed, which loses from two-thirds to 
three-fourths of its weight hy cleaning (ginning.)" 

The resuita of the analyses of the ashes of the cotton lint and cotton 
seed are as follows ; 

In lOO parts of each, dried at the ordinary temperature and carefully 
burnt to aahcs, were found tiie following proportions of mineral materials, 
viz, : 

In 100 parts of 'in 10(1 parts of 
OottoQ Lint. Cotton Seed. 

Potash 0.:i83 O.G'iO 



Magnesia, 185 .698 

Pbosphoric Acid, 125 1.600 

Sulphuric Acid, 09S .092 

Chlorine, OM .060 

Silica Eiid Sand -I;')? .120 

Carbonic Acid and Lns^ 2^i .1 1 1 

Total Ashes, l.S'Jj 3.770 per cent, 

A considerable quantity of adhering fine Sand, especially in the cotton, 
increases the apparent proportion of the Silica, ^c, the precaution not hav- 
ing been taken to separate this sand from the soluble Silica in the analysis. 

It will be seen from these ash-analyses, that the lint of the cotton plant 
removes from the soil more of Potash than of any other essential ingre- 
dient of the soil, whilst the seed, which require a much larger proportion 
of all the mineral elements than the lint, takes up the Phosphoric Acid in 
greatest quantity. 

The amount of the essential ingredients of the soil which is alienated 
from it in a crop of cotton, say of 1500 pounds, in the seed, may be thus 
calculated ; taking as data the preceding analyses, and the proportion of 
lint to tlie seed as 400 pounds : 1100 pounds ; disregarding tbe stalks, &c. 
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Cotton Seed. 


Potash, 










1.552 pounds 


6,820 pounds. 


Soda, . . 










.112 " 


3.400 " 


Lime, . 










.582 " 


1.790 " 


Magnesia, . 










.740 " 


7.678 " 


Phosphoric Acid, 










1.000 " 


17-600 " 


Sulphuric Add, 










.381 


1.010 " 


Chlorine, 






Total, 




.096 " 
4.406 pounds 


.660 " 
38.938 pounds. 



It appears from these data, that the seed of tlie cotton roba the soil of 
about eight times as much of ita essential nutritive ingredienta as the lint 
itself; and, particularly, takes away from it nearly eighteen times as much 
of that important material, Phosphoric Acid. Hence, doubtless, is it that 
cotton seed have been found by experience to be such a good manure for 
the cotton field ; and it is obviously the interest of every planter carefully 
to preserve them for this use. The previous expression of the oil, which 
will undoubtedly be profitable to the cotton planter, will not detract from 
the value of the seed as manure. 

No. 414. "Virgin Soil; ArJcamas River Bottom eotton soil. Col. Far- 
relly's land; Spanish Grant, Township 1, Bavge 4 west, Arkansas County, 
Arkansas." 

A sandy soil, containiug minute specks of mica, of a warm brownish- 
gray color. 

No. 415. " Soil from a cotton field, Arkansas River bottom, on Col. Far- 
relly's plantation, fifteen years in cultivation and twelve years in cotton. {This 
sample was taken from a part of the field where the cotton was most liable to 
rust, especially in 1857, — to ascertain whether it was caused hy exhaustion of 
some of the ingredients of the soil requisite for the perfect growth of the 
plant.") 

Dried soil darker than the preceding, of light powdered chocolate color, 
Sandy, containing small specks of mica. 

No. 416. " Subsoil of the field fifteen years in cultivation. Col. Far- 
relly's plantation, Arkansas River Bottom, Arkansas County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil a little lighter colored than the preceding; not so sandy; 
does not appear to contain mica. 

Extracted from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digeitioa m Wafer charged with Carbonic 
Acid Gae. 

Ko. 414. No. 415. No. 41B. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Sobsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters,. . . . 0.750 0.600 1,066 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 703 .503 .830 

Carbonate of Lime, !,U7 1.420 2.747 

13 
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CHEMICAL AGRICULTURE 



Sulphurii 

Potash, 

Soda, 



Totiil extract, dried at 212° F. (Grains), . 3.414 3.416 5.5G3 

Chemical Composition, dried at 400= F. 

No. 4U, No. 415. No. 416. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . L803 2.444 5.091 

Alumina, 2.185 2.2G0 6.083 

Oxide of Iron, 1.740 1.7fi5 4.G40 

Carbonate of Lime, 380 .520 .910 

Magnesia, 737 .664 !,555 

Brown Glide of ilanganesp, 170 .270 .245 

Phosphoric Acid, 127 .143 .221 

Snlphurio Acid 050 .046 .084 

Potash, 201 .295 .714 

Soda, 100 .018 .080 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 93.415 92.215 81.249 

Total, 100.908 100,700 100.925 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., .... 1.550 1.800 4.925 

The soil of the old field is actually richer than the virgin surface soil, 
bnt the reason is obvious in the greatly richer subsoil, some of which has 
doubtless been brought up and mixed with the surface soil of the culti- 
vated field by the action of the plough. The surface soil of this locality 
is sandy and only second-rate in fertility, but the subsoil is very rich in 
Potash, &e. &e., and by deep subsoiling the land would be greatly im- 
proved in productiveness. "Whether the rust in the cotton is favored by 
this condition of the surface soil, can readily be ascertained by experiments 
in subsoiling. It may be stated that in most cases where animals or vege- 
tables are imperfectly nourished, they are more liable to be afiflicted with 
parasitic growths than when an abundant supply of food produces a vigor- 
ous development. 



CRAIGHEAD COUKTY. 

"No. 4l17. '^Virgin Soil, from Jra Folk's plantation, Mamelle Prairie, 
Section ?, Township 13, Mange 6, edge of the sunk land, Craighead County^ 
Arkansas. {Derived from the Quaternary.)" 
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Dried soii of a light umljer color. It contains small, clear, roundeil 
grains of sand. 

No. 418. " Same Soil from an old field twenty-three to twenty-four years 
in cultivation. Ira Folk's plantation, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil resembles the preceding, but is a slight shade darker in 
color. 

No. 419. "St. Francis Bottom Soil, (rrowth, gum, elm, white oak, black 
hickory, and haokherry. Land near the Little Bug, Craighead County, 
Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light mouse-color; in very tenacious lumps, eoutainiiig 
vegetable twigs, remains of leaves, &c. 

Extracted from 1000 Graim of each of these three Soils, hy Digestion m Water charged with 
Carbonic Acid. 



Organic and Volatile mattera, .... 0.951) 0.717 i.S.'iS 
Alummn, and Oxidea of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, 1.160 .547 .847 

Carbonate of Llijii-, 1.^80 1.620 1.497 

Magnesia, . . . .217 .217 .294 

Sulphuric Acid 02T .022 .022 

Potash, 058 .148 .090 

Soda, 057 .052 .048 

Silica, 497 .330 ..S97 

Losa, 0:(7 .247 .289 

TolalEjttract, dried at 212"!'. (Grains), . 4.283 3.900 5.417 

On submitting them to complete chemical analysis, the Composition of 
these soils, drie:J at 400° F., was found to be as follows: 

No. 417. No. 418. No. 419. 
St. Franeis 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. g^., 

O^^nlc and Volatile matters, . . . 3.778 4.833 12.728 

Alamina, 2.1)0 2.585 7.485 

Oxide of Iron, 2.370 1.M15 4,640 

Carbonate of Lime, 345 .470 .720 

Magnesia, 504 .720 .745 

Brown Oxide of Manganese, 270 .245 .245 

Phosphoric Acid, 151 .215 .259 

Sulphuric Acid, 062 .101 .110 

Potash 25G .233 .454 

Soda, 316 .095 .142 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . , 89.465 90.113 72.915 

Loss, 373 — 

Total, 100.000 101.527 100.443 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F , ... 2.725 2.200 8.750 
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The St. Thomas bottom soil is remarkable for tlie large proportion of 
Organic matters which it contains, which aids much in causing its great 
adhesiveuess. It may be considered quite a fertile soil if properly drained. 

The soil of the old field does not exhibit any diminution of its e 
ingredients, except in the alkalies. 



CRITTENDEN COXISTY. 

No, 420. "St. Francis and Mississippi Bottom. Land, outside of Col. Aus- 
tell's field. Growth, large oaks. Crittenden Count]/, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light mouse-color, in quite tcnacioua lumps. 

No. 421. " Cane Land Soil from an old field twenty years in cultivation. 
Cook's plantation, Section 21 or 24, Township 7 south, B,ange 4 west. St. 
Francis and Mississippi River bottom. Crittenden County. Growth, Mekory, 
sassafras, Jiackberry. Collected at the foot of an aboriginal mound." 

Dried soil of a dark chocolate, brownish-gray color. 

No. 422. "Gum Soil; St. Francis Miver bottom ; Col. Austell' s plantation. 
Crittenden County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light mouse-color; in very tenacious lumps. 

No. 423. " GenuiJie Buckshot Land on Esquire Hinton's place, Section 15, 
Township 7 south. Range 4 west. Bottom land. Crittenden County, Ar- 



Dried S' 



e-colored; in tenacious lumps. 



Exlractid froia 1000 Grains of each of these Soils, by Digettion for a Monik in W<iler charged mth 
C'BTbonie Acid Gas. 

No. 420. No. 421. No, 422. No. 423. 

St. Fr. and Miss. Cane Land Gum SoU, Buckshot Land 

BottDmLand. (Bottom.) Bottom Land. (Bottom.) 

Organic and Volatile matters, . \:i?,?, O.HUI) O.esu l.UJS 
Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and 

Manganese, and Phosphates, . .eCO .:!2T '.IJa 1.460 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . 2.147 .803 1.5T7 3.9L0 

Magnesia, 723 .300 .356 .622 

Sulphuric Acid, 022 .016 .030 .050 

Potash, 071 .050 .044 .119 

Soda, 033 .016 .027 .042 

Silica, S80 .247 .^30 .513 

TotalExtract, dried at 212" F., . 5 3li8 2.089 3.457 8.967 

The Chemical Composition of these soils, dried at 400° F., was found to be 
as follows : 
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No. 420. No. 421. No. 422. No. 423. 

Oak Lard. Cjine Land. Gam Soil. Buckshot Land. 

Bottom Soil. Bottom Soil, Bottom Land. Bottom Soil. 

Organic and VolatUe matter", . !i.;U9 2.885 ti 399 'J,327 

Aliimiua, J0.485 4.S70 9.685 10.185 

Oxide of Iron, .... e.:l0O 1.713 6.240 b.765 

Carbonate of Lime, . , . 1.145 .520 I.ITO l.tilO 

Magnesia, 1.070 1.044 1.155 1.837 

Brown Oxide of Manganese. , . .295 .245 .320 .170 

Phosphoric Acid 347 .261 .204 .367 

Sulphuric Acid, 101 .041 .0ii7 .101 

Potash, 711 ..^93 .758 .854 

Soda 188 .0G8 .2:-i3 .0.54 

Sand and Insoluble SilieatPS, . . 71.095 87.595 7.3.645 70.370 

Total, . . . 101. 09G 100.000 100 165 101840 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . 8,950 3.200 8.475 9.475 

These bottom lands, if suffieieiitly drained, and not too adhesive for 
thorongh cultivation, must he exceedingly productive. Tliey generally 
contain an unusually large proportion of Potash, much Lime, Magnegia, 
Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, and Organic matters. ISo. 421 is lees rich 
than the three others in these essential materials, and contains more sand 
and leas alumina and oxide of iron. The other three have so much of 
these latter substances as to make them tenacious loamy, or even elaij soils. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

No. 424, " Soil from a new field on the new plantation of J. B. Sail, north 
half Section 19, Township 5 south, Range 7 west. Jefferson County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil mouse-colored, with a tint of umber. 

!No. 425. " Subsoil from the trench at the mill-seat adjoining J. B. JlalVs 
plantation, Section 19, Township 5 south, Range 7 ivest. Jefferson County, 
Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light brickdust color. 

No. 426. " {Polished buekshot), or stiff red or chocolate-colored land. Dr. 
Williams's plantation. Section 9, Township 6 south, Range 7 west. Jefferson 
County, Arkansas." [Outs like cheese or soap.) 

Dried soil is of a powdered chocolate color; in very tenacious lumps. 

No. 427. "Subsoil of a stiff red or chocolate-colored soil, three years in cul- 
tivation. Dr. Williams's plantation, ^e." 

Dried soil like preceding. 

No. 428. "Black elm, ash, oak, and hickory land. Section 20, Township 5, 
Range 7. John M. Bass's land. Jefferson County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a powdered chocolate color; having tenacious lumps. 

No. 429, " Cotton Soil that polishes with the plough; J. M. Bass's cotton 
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field, Section -^0, Township 5 south, Range 7 west, gix inches below the surface. 
Jefferson County, Arkansas." 
Dried soil like tho preceding. 

ExIracUdfrom 1000 Qraini of euch of Iheae air-dried Soils, by Digestion for a Month in Water charffed 
wllh Carbonic Acid Gas. 





No. 424. 


No. 425. 


Red 


V 


m, OiLk, Kod 


PoUli 














Organic and Volatile matters 


2.283 


0,517 


0,607 


0,450 


0,083 


0.867 


Alumina, Oxides of Iron and 














Manganese, and Phosphates 


.T27 


.310 


.377 


.360 


1.060 


.310 


Carbonate of Lime, 


.'■..177 


.460 


2,1G0 


1,960 


3.293 


1,103 


Magnesia, . 


.067 


.283 


,367 


.372 


.040 


.361 


Sulphuric Acid, . 


.170 


.019 


.022 


.056 


.039 


.030 


Potash,. 


.804 


.038 


.090 


.051 


.067 


.051 


Soda, .... 


.\r,G 


.042 


.068 


.063 


.063 


.113 


Silex 


.647 


.447 


.463 


.497 


.547 


.263 


Los 


.419 


~ 








■ 





Total Extract, dried at 212 














F. [Grains), . . 


11050 


2.116 


4.160 


3.809 


G.092 


3,098 


CU 


Ttical Composition, d 


led at 400 


F. 








No. 434. 


Ko.«5, 


Red 


No, 427. 


El 01, Onh. s 


No. 429, 








Bucliahot Soil. Subsnll. 


Il^'kor; Un 




Organic and Volatile matters 


6 568 


2.384 


7.379 


3.511 


7.879 


6,750 


Alumina 


1.410 


6,000 
3.490 


9.995 
5,965 


10.3;!5 
7,000 


1 1.3G0 
6,815 


6,560 


Oxide of Iron, . . . 


1.940 


4615 




2 245 


.295 


1.370 


1.345 


.995 


1.095 




.929 


1.100 
,095 


2.871 
.145 


2,513 
.345 


2.577 
.195 


1,292 


Brown Oxide of Manganese, 


.295 


1.170 


Phosphoric Acid, 


,301 


.193 


.351 


.457 


.328 


.233 


Sulphuric Acid, . 


.110 


.041 


.050 


.067 


.135 


ot estima 


Potash, . . . . 


.503 


.441 


.808 


1.013 


.941 


.710 


Soda 


.111 


.107 


.149 


.175 


.125 


.147 


Sand and InsoluWe Silicates 


85,545 


85.745 


71.980 


71.165 


70.240 


78.990 




,044 


,049 
100.000 


101,153 


.074 
100,000 


101.590 




Total, 


100.000 


101,587 



Moisture, expelled jit4O0'F., 3.323 3 550 7,850 8.350 8.435 5,200 

These, like the preceding bottom soils, are extraordinarily rich in the 

elements of vegetable food. In no soils yet examined by the author has 

he found so large a proportion of Potash, which, in soil No. i27, forms 

more than one per cent of its weight. 

MOHROE COUNTY — [Continued.) 

iJ"o. 430. " Virgin, Soil; Mr. S. JIall's land. Section 11, Township 2 north. 
Range 1 east. Growth, white oak, hickory, dogwood, red and pott oak, some 
black and sweet gam, and sassafras. Soil mostly derived from Quaternary. 
Monroe County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a gray-buff color. 
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No. 431, " Same Sail; Mr. S. Mall's land, Section 11, Township 2 north, 
Range 1 east. Twelve years in. cultivation, ^e. Monroe County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a dirty gray-buff' color. 

No. 432. " Subsoil of the same land, ^c." 

Dried soil gray-buffj lighter than the preceding. 

No, 433. "Little Prairie Soil, near Moreau post-office. Growth, coarse 
grass, wild indigo and sassafras shrubs in places. Now being ditched with a 
view to cultivation. Derived mostly from Quaternary. Monroe County." 

Dried soil of an umber-gray color, darker than the preceding. 

No, 434. " Subsoil, Little Prairie, near Moreau post-office ; never in culti- 
vation. Monroe County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of an ash-gray color. 

No. 435. " Bed Clay from Little Prairie, near Moreau post-offiae ; about 
two and a half feet below the surface." 

The dried clay is of a brownish-uinnamon color. 

ExtraHed from 1000 Grains of each of these Soils (thmoughly air-dried), by Digestion for a Month 
al the Summer Temperature in Water charged with Carbonic Acid. 





virgin Soil. 


Cuiti.it-d s 


No, 432 

oil. Subsoil. 


ril, 


No, 431, 


R..d Ol-j 


Organic and Volatile matters 


0.TG7 


0,350 


0.217 


0.473 


0.37 T 


0.517 


Alumina. Oxides of Iron and 














Manganese, and PLospliates 


.247 


.2H0 


.090 


.313 


.197 


.197 


Carbonate of Lime, 


.G96 


1.9G7 


,347 


..380 


.273 


.147 




.nn 


.130 


,317 


.144 


.150 


.527 


Sulphuric Acid, . 


.O.'U 


.027 


.033 


.017 


.033 


.011 


Potash, 


.o:.w 


.116 


.045 


.029 


.035 


.035 


Soda, .... 


.Oil 


.Ojl 
.293 


,033 
.2fi0 


.061 
.527 


.125 
.443 


.228 


Silica, .... 


.210 


.377 


Loss, .... 


.in 




Total Extract, dried atZ12''F 


, 2.617 


3.173 


1.342 


1.944 


1.633 


2.039 


Chemical C 


ompoailion 


of these Soils, dried at 400° F. 








JIo,43J. 


No. Bl. 


KO.432. 


Llttlo 


No. 134. 


No. i.-!6. 




Yirgln Sotl 


Cultivated 




Piairio So 


. SdlHOil. 


R«i a^r 


Organic and Volatile maUors 


:-t.4G3 


3.31)7 


2.54G 


.W48 


2,374 


4.296 


Alumina, , 


3,037 


3.735 


4.185 


3.435 


4.885 


9,820 


Oxide of Iron, 


l.yiiS 


2.415 


2.940 


2.465 


2,790 


5.315 


Carbonate of Lime. . 


.■m 


.420 


.195 


.195 


trace. 


.145 


Magnesia, . 


.831 


.915 


.332 


1,263 


.504 


2.335 


Brown Oxide of Manganese, 


.245 


.345 


.195 


.245 


.195 


.170 


Phosphoric Acid, . 


.221 


.146 


.299 


.165 


.129 


.251 


Sniphurie Add, . 


lost. 


lost. 


.154 


.075 


.060 


.060 




^386 


.401 
.034 


.227 
.075 


.217 
.069 


.290 
.075 


.3:;8 


Soda 


.034 


.153 


Sand and Insoluble Silicates 


S9.415 


88.740 


88.165 


8S.490 


88.395 


76.495 


Loss, .... 


.183 


100,548 


.337 
100 000 


100 367 


.303 
100.000 


.622 


Total, 


100 000 


00.000 


Moisture, expelled at 400° F. 


2.550 


2,435 


2.S0U 


3.300 


3.125 


5.750 
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Although good soils, these are hy no means as rich as those frona the 
bottom lands just described. 



pniLilPS COUNTY. 

No. 436, ^'Virgin Soil, from what is called 'Buc^fhot land,' Low Bottom, 
Section 6, Township 3 south, .Range 5 east; IE. M. Cooper' g plantation. Prin- 
cipal growth, cottonwood, sycamore, ash, elm, and mulberry. Phillips County, 
Arkamas." 

Dried soil mouse- colored. In very tenacious lumps. 

No. 437, "^, E. Cooper's Black {Buckshot) Soil, SeHion 6, Township S 
south, liange 5 east, eight years in cultivation ; said to be the most productive 
in the county. Phillips County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a dark ash gvay eolor, lighter than preceding. In very 
tenacious lumps. 

No. 438. '^ Subsoil from the same field, eight years in cultivation, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil of an aah-graj color, lighter than the preceding. 

No. 439. " Virgin iSoil, Section 6, Township 3 south. Range 5 east. Sandy 
loam; high (sugar-tree) ridge, on Long Lake; U. E. Cooper's land. Primi- 
tive growth, sweet gum, red elm, sugar-tree, hackberry, box elder, while elm, 
large red oak, pawpaw, black walnut, sassafras, muscadine and other grape 
vines. Derived from the Quaternary. Phillips County, Arkansas." 

Dried soil of a light umber color. 

No. 440. "Soil from the same land [high sugar-tree ridge), seventeen years 
in cultivation ; E. E. Cooper's land, ^c. ^c." 

Dried soil of a dark umber-gray color, with a slight yellowish tint, 
lighter than the preceding. 

No. 441. " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is lighter colored and more yellowish than the preceding. 



Exlracled from 1000 Grains of each of these air-dried S 


ill, by Digestion in 


Water charged with 


Carbonic Acid. 










No. 436. 


No. 43T. 


No. 438. 


No. 439, 


NQ.4M. 


No.4«. 






Bottom 


Hliih Kldge 


UIgh KidgB 


High Kidg 


TLtgLa soil. 






Virgin Soil 




SubDOil. 


Organic and Volatile matters, . l.aOO 


o.on 


0.367 


1.540 


0.350 


0.217 


Alumiua, and Oxides of Iron and 












MaugaTiese, and Phosphates, . .813 


.193 


.098 


1.248 


.098 


.080 


CarbonftteofLime, . . . ,^813 


1.697 


1.463 


2,403 


1.080 


.630 


Magnesia, 543 


.161 


.261 


.328 


.239 


,200 




.057 


.047 


.033 


,024 


.025 


Potasii, oy;i 


.129 


.087 


.109 


.100 


.042 


Soda, 063 


.016 


.072 


.041 


.031 


.027 


Silica, 64:! 


.164 


.314. 


.681 


,348 


.259 


Lo33, 475 








.040 





.003 


Total Extract, dried at 2WF. 












(Grains), .... 7.783 


2.945 


2.J09 


6.423 


2.270 


1.483 
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1 of these Soilt, dried at 400" F. 



Ylrsln Foil. 
Organic and Volatile mnlters, . 14.390 

Alumina, G.802 

Oxide of Iron, . , , . 5.485 
CarbonHte of Limt, . . , 2.373 

Magnesia, 1.121 

Brown Oxide of Man^npse, . .209 
Phosiihorie Ad.l, . . . .30;! 

Sulphuric A<iil 165 

Pot..sh, 493 

Soda, lOS 

Sand and InsoliiUe Silicates, . 07.512 



llottom 


lli^h Ridite 


niah Rid, 


Subecil. 


YirSlo Soil. 




6.578 


5.5:i5 


.3.231 


o.eoo 


3.870 


2.460 


G.840 


2.965 


3.1 15 


1.620 


1.055 


.975 


i.;o3 


2,057 


.P89 


.'220 


.220 


.270 


.314 


.297 


.253 


.084 


.073 


.DGO 


-TTT 


.347 


.391 


.244 


.108 


.175 


73.220 


84.840 


88.8(14 



Total, . . 100.000 101.121 100.200 101.389 100.783 100 764 
Moisture, expelled at 400° F,, . 11.225 9.400 9.475 4.150 3.300 2.325 

The aiialjaes show that the bottom soila not only contain more Alumina 
and Oxide of Iron and less Sand and Silicates than the ridge land soil, hut 
that they are much richer iu Organic matters, in Carhonate of Lime, Phos- 
pkorie and Sulphuric Acids, and Potash. To the great abundance of these 
essential materials present in soil No. 437 must we attribute its great pro- 
ductiveness. 

No. 442. "Virgin Soil; J.W. llice's land, Sectmi ^, Township ^ south, 
Range 4 east. Crrowth, heeek, sweet and red gum, poplar, red oak, Spanish 
oak, white oaJc, elm, ash, mulberry/, black walnut, sassafras, red bud, box elder, 
honey locust, and some black gum. Called table land. It is at the foot of 
Crowley's Ridge, and derived from the Quaternary. Phillips County, Ar- 
kansas." 

The dried soil ia of a dark ash-gray color. 

No. 448. "Same Soil; J. W. liiee' s plantation ; thirty years in cultivation, 
Section 5, Township 2 south. Range 4 east. Phillips County, Arkansas, ^c." 

The dried soil ia of a dirty gray-buff color. 

No. 444. "Subsoil of the same old field, ^c. <j-c." 

The dried soil is of a brownish- butt' color. 

The surface soil after calcination became of a light-gray color, showing 
paucity of Oxide of Iron. The soil of the old field burnt of a cinnamon 
color; and the subsoil, containing much more of this oxide, became of a 
brick-red, after its organic matters had been removed by ignition. 
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Eilracted from 1000 Grains of fach of IheM Soila, thm-ougkly air-d,ied, by Digestion for a Month it 
Water charged with Carbonic Add, 

No. 412. No. 443. No. 444. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . , U,8ti7 0.273 0.18:! 
Alumina, and Oiides of Iron and Manganese, 

and Phosphates, .148 .098 .0^3 

Carbonate of Lime, 3.24T .G80 .663 

Magnesia, 300 .267 .1 1 2 

Salphuric Acid, 027 .022 .032 

Potoah, 033 ,0G3 ,0;i3 



Total Extract, dried at 212° F. (Grams), . 4.B80 ].f)3G 1.2H5 

Composition of these Soilt, dried at 400° F. 

No. 442. No, 443. No. 444. 

Virgin Soil, Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Organic and Volatile matters, . . . 5.300 1.929 (i.4fi2 

Alumina, 2.970 2.175 8.110 

Oxide of Iron, I.ti40 2.190 5.465 

Carbonate of Lime, 395 .270 .520 

Magnesia, 359 .393 .783 

Brown Oxide of Mangaiie.'^e 395 .220 .105 

Phosphoric Acid, 444 .193 .332 

Salphuric Acid, 079 .060 .010 

Potash, 220 .217 .432 

Soda, 004 .064 .141 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, . . . . 88.450 92.290 81.900 

Total 100.456 100,000 100.380 

Moisture, expelled at 400"' F., ... 3.425 1.550 4.700 

The inflaence of the thirty years' cultivation of the soil of the old field is 
shown in its diminished proportions of soluble Extract, of the Organic 
matters, Carbonate of Lime, Phosphoric and Sulphuric Adds and Potash, 
and in its increased proportion of Sand and Insoluble Silicates. The subsoil 
is so much richer in Phosphoric Acid and Potash than the surface soil of 
the old field, tliat subsoQ ploughing must be advantageous. 

!No. 445. " Virgin Soil from Wm. If. Calvert's plantation, Section 18, Town- 
ship 2 south, Range 5 east. Hill land, southern termination of Crowley'a 
Midge. Quaternary. Derived from the clay and sarid above the gravel bed. 
Principal growth, large poplars, beech, black walnut, white walnut, sweet gum, 
red, blaeJc, white, Spanish and post oaks, and sugar tree. Phillips County, 
Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a dark drab color. 
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No. 446. " Same Soil from Wjh. II. Calvert's plantation, tJdrty-jive yean in 
cultivation, ^c." 

The dried soil is of a dark drab color. 

No. 447- " Subsoil of the same old field, ^c. ^c." 

The dried soil is of a bufF-gray or drab color; lighter than the preceding. 

No. 448. " Soil from G-eneral Q. Pillow's plantation, near Helena, twelve 
years in cultivation. Sandy loam. Section ?, Township 2 south, Range 5 east. 
Phillips County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is of a dark drab color. It contains much sand. 



ExtratUd from 1000 Grabis of each of these Soils, if 



a Month in Woter charged Kith 



Virgin 

Organic and Volallle matters, . 0.717 i 

Alumina, and Oxides of Iron and 

Manganese, and Phosphates, . .247 

Carbonate of Lime, . . . ,')lii 

Magnesia, 100 

Sulphuric Acid, 013 

Potash, IGa 

Soda, Not estimated. 



Total Extract, dried a 



.131 
.577 



!l2°F.(Grs.), 2.917 



.0(i3 



Chemical Composition of thesi 



J, dried at 400" F. 



Organ 
Alumi 



ind Voliitile n 



Oxide of Iron, . 

Carbonate of Lime, 

Magnesia, . 

Brown Oxide of Mangi 

Phosphoric Acid, 

Sulphuric Acid, . 

Potash, 

Soda, . 

Sand and Insoluble Sili 



Total. . 
■xpelledat400''F., 



on. Pillow'j 
1.835 
3.305 



100.724 101.220 
2.000 1.900 



The soil of the old field shows signs of deterioration from its thirty-five 
years of cultivation, in the diminution of its Soluble Extract, its Organia and 
Volatile matters. Phosphoric and Sulphuric Adds, Potash, and Soda, as com- 
pared with the virgin soil. The subsoil is not generally richer in essential 
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materials than the surface soih Gen. Pillow's soil is richer and more pro- 
ductive than its sandy appearance might lead one to suppose. Like all 
sandy soils, it gives up its essential materials readily to water charged with 
carbonic aeid, and hence, other things being equal, may be more quickly 
exhausted by continued cultivation than more heavy soils. 



PT. FKASCI3 COOSTY, 

Kg. 449. "Virgin Soil; G-ov. Mark Izzird's land. Growth, sweet gum, 
black hvtkory, -poplar, walnut, dogwood, red bud, Mack ash, elm, mwcadine, 
and other grape vines. Quaternary. St. Francis County, Arkansas." 

The dried soil is light mouse- colored. 

No. 450. " Same Suil twenty to thirty years in cultivation. Gov. Izzard's 
plantation. Old Mt. Vei-non, ^o. ^c." 

Dried soil of a dark drab color, lighter than preceding. 

No. 451. '■^Subsoil of the same, ^e. ^c." 

Dried soil of a dark drab color. 



Eztracted from 1000 Crams of each of thfse S-nls (IkoTOughlj; air-drkd). hj Digestion for a Month it 
Water chargid with Corbonic Acid. 



Organic and Volatile miilte 
Alumiiifi, and Oxides of Iro 


s, 

. and Manga 


No. US. 

Virgin Soil 

LIU.'! 


No. 450. No 

Old field Soil. Su 

0.5GT 

•IJO 
1.493 
.073 
.006 
.077 

.oa.i 

.281 


461 
soil. 
ioO 

097 
8J0 
450 


Carboiiale of Lim*-, 




4.4H0 








Poiaah, .... 




.179 


007 
047 

?4R 


Silica 




.298 



Tofal extract, dried at 400° F. {Gra 



cal Composition ofihes: 



!, dried at 400= F. 



Organic and Volatile niatli 

Alumina, 

Oxide of Iron, 

Carbonate of Lime, . 

Magnesia, 

Brown Oxide of Manganes 

Phosphoric Acid, 

Sulphuric Acid, 



8.555 
3.835 
2.r^5 
1.345 



3.035 
2.340 



1.P93 
3.710 
2.515 
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No. 449. Bo. 450. No. 451. 

Virgin Soil. Old field Soil. Subsoil. 

Polash, 24e .261 .285 

Soda, 032 .046 .066 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates, .... 83,330 89.T90 90.240 

Total 101.031 100.760 100.637 

Moisture, expelled at 400° F., . . . . 5.325 2.600 2.200 

The influence of the twenty to thirty years' cultivation on the soil of the 
old field, is shown in its smaller proportions of Hygroscopic moisture. Solu- 
ble Extract, Organic and Volatile matters, Lime, and Phosphoric and iSul- 
pkurio Acids, than are contained in the virgin soil. The proportions of 
Potash, Magnesia, and Oxide of Manganese seem to have been maintained 
hy the admixture or influence of the subsoil. 
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!^ 


Virgin prairie soil. 

Old field " 

Subsoil. 

Virgin upland prairie. 

Virgin upland woodland. 

"Buckshot" soil. 

Underclaj. 

Iron gravel. 

Virgin soil. 

Old field soil. 

Subsoil. 

Viriin prairie Boil. 

Old field prairie soil. 

St. Francis bottom soil. 

Oak land (bottom). 

Cane land " 

"Gum soil" " 

"Buckshot Innd" (bottom). 

New field soil. 

Subsoil. 

Red "buckshot" soil. 

Subsoil. 

Elm, oak, and hickory land. 

"Polished" cotton soil. 

Virgin Hoil. 

Cultivated soil. 

Subsoil. 

Little prairie soil. 

Subsoil. 


.3-k;™ 


88.465 

87.790 
86.460 
88.863 
87.965 
75.740 
86.815 
76.980 
93.415 

81.240 
89.465 
90.115 
72.915 
71.095 
87.593 
73.645 
70.370 
85.645 
85.745 
71.980 
71.165 
70.240 
78.990 
89.415 

88 740 
88.165 
88.490 
88.395 


■™ 


0.050 

.104 
.044 
.072 
053 
.204 
.163 
.242 
.100 
.078 
.080 
.316 
.095 
.142 
.138 
.068 
.232 
.054 
.111 
.107 
.149 
.175 
.125 
.147 
.034 

.034 
.075 
.069 
.075 


.,,., 


183 

207 
169 
103 
174 
642 
212 
417 
201 
295 
714 
256 
233 
454 
7U 
393 
753 
854 
502 
441 

013 
941 
710 

401 
227 
217 
290 




. -ppy ;,u-qiing 


071 

075 
067 
101 
067 
101 
041 
302 
0.-.0 
046 
084 
062 
101 
110 
101 
041 
067 
101 
110 
041 
050 
067 
135 

154 
075 
060 


I 


■piay aiJDqdapqj 


0.212 

.211 
.118 
.163 
.173 
.257 
.130 
.380 
.127 
.143 
.221 
.151 
.215 
.259 
.347 
.261 
.294 
.367 
,301 
.193 
.351 
,457 
.328 
.258 
.221 

.146 
.299 
.165 
.129 




0.245 

.295 
.345 
.220 
.260 
.310 
.170 

.170 
.270 
.245 
.270 
.245 
.24.1 
.295 
.24 » 
.320 
.170 
.295 
.095 
.145 
.345 
.195 
1.170 
.245 

.345 

.195 
.245 
.195 


■vii»aSiK 


0.482 

.669 
.526 
.475 
.519 
2.301 
.876 
1.932 
.737 
.664 
1.655 
..504 
.720 
.745 
1.070 
1.044 
1,155 
1.837 
.929 
1.100 
2 871 
2.513 
2.577 
1.292 

.831 

.915 
.382 
1.263 
.504 


„ ..;•"?„ 


005 

.195 
.095 
.145 
.120 
1.680 
.470 
trace. 
.380 
.520 
.970 
-315 
.470 
.720 
1.145 
.520 
1.170 
1.610 
2.245 
.295 
1.370 
1.345 
.995 
1.093 
.220 

.420 
.195 
.195 
trace. 


,.„,.,„ 


2.740 

3.415 
.3.965 
2,140 
3.015 
5.750 
3.515 
266 
1.740 
1.765 
4.640 
2.370 
1.915 
4,6.i0 
6.390 
1.715 
6.240 
6.765 
1940 
3.490 
5.965 
7.000 
6.P15 
4 615 
1.965 

2 4)5 

2.940 
2.466 
2.790 


,.,..„ 


2.535 

2.810 
4910 
2.660 
3.635 
5.410 
6,335 
16 
2185 
2.260 
6.085 
2.110 
2 585 
7 4H5 

10.485 
4.370 
9,685 

10,185 
1.140 
6.060 
9.995 

10.335 

11.300 
6.360 
3,037 

3.735 
4.485 
.3.435 

4.883 


....rjss'io 


4 094 

3.509 

3 506 

4 988 
3.814 
7.880 

2 470 
.3.690 
1803 
2.444 
5.091 

3 778 
4.833 

12.728 
9.319 
2.885 
6.399 
9.327 
6.568 
2.381 
7-379 
5.511 
7.879 
6.750 
3.463 

3.397 
2.646 
3.748 
2.374 


.s=. 


3.690 

3.165 
3.750 
3.950 
3.390 
8.1100 
4.25 

1*.550 
1.800 
4.925 
2 725 
2.200 
8.750 
8.950 
.3.200 
8,475 
9.473 
3,325 
3.550 
7.S50 
8.350 
8.435 
5.200 
2.550 

2.435 
2.8110 
3.300 
3.125 


,;i",',"'.isi 


3.033 

2.967 
1.666 
4.500 
2,577 
7.000 
2.452 

3 411 
3.416 
3,663 
4.283 
3.900 
5.417 
5.368 
2.089 
3.457 
8 957 
11050 

4.160 
3.809 
6.092 
3.098 
2.617 

3.173 
1.342 
1.944 

1.6.^3 


1 


i' 1 J g if 


n""*™" 


406 

407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
413 
414 
413 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
425 
426 
4. '7 
428 
429 
430 

431 
432 
433 
434 
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Red clay. 

Virgin (bottom) soil. 
Cultivated (bottom) soil. 
Subsoil (bottom). 
Virgin (ridge) soil. 
Cultivated fridge) soil. 
Subsoil (ridee). 
Virgin soil (table land). 
Old field (table land). 
Subsoil (table laud). 
Virgin soil. 
Old field soil. 
Subsoil. 

Geo. Pillow's laud. 
Virgin soil. 
Old field soil. 
Subsoil. 




153 
108 
279 
214 
108 
175 
15G 
004 
064 
141 

117 

048 
012 
104 
032 
046 
066 




338 
493 
852 
777 
347 
391 
304 
220 
217 
432 
246 
164 
188 
270 
246 
261 
285 




060 
165 
110 
084 
075 
060 
030 
079 
060 
040 
050 
041 
OHO 
024 
084 
067 
033 




.231 
.303 
.491 
,314 
.297 
.253 
.259 
.444 
.192 
.332 
.242 
.194 

.'209 
.555 
.210 
.144 


.170 
.200 
.220 
.220 
.220 
.270 
.220 
,395 
.220 
.195 
, .425 
.723 
.290 
J195 
.370 
.390 
.415 


2.333 
1.721 
1.941 
1.703 
2,057 
.989 
.746 
.359 
.393 
.783 
.618 
.664 
.357 
.828 
.494 
.532 
.566 


0.145 
2.378 
2,620 
1,620 
1. 53 
.975 
.843 
.595 
.270 
.520 
.330 
.420 
,445 
1.020 
1.345 
.470 
.770 


5.315 
5,485 
6.340 
6,840 
2.965 
3.115 
2.710 
1.640 
2 190 
5.465 
1.950 
1.750 
2 290 
2.613 
2.125 
2.340 
2.515 


9.820 
6.802 
10.360 
9.600 
3.8; 
2,460 
3.385 
2.970 
2,175 
8,110 
2.735 
2,860 
1.719 
1.835 
3.S33 
3,035 
3.710 




SSSeSig^S|SS||go| 




PhilHpa, 
St. Francis, 
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The accompanying "Results of Chemical Analyses," made by Dr. 
Elderhorat, Professor in the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, were found 
among the papers of the late State Geologist. 

It is supposed they were originally designed to be incorporated in the 
main Report; but, in default of infoiination on this subject, and of an op- 
portunity now to refer to that Report, already nearly through the press, 
the Administrator deems it his duty to forward these analyses for publi- 
cation. 

He has also received a map of Fourche Cove, Pulaski County, Arkan- 
sas, executed by Joseph Lesley, of Philadelphia, Topographical Geologist, 
whose Report is already printed. 

The concentric lines exhibit sueeeasivo elevations of ten feet each; and 
distinctive geological formations speak to the eye in conti-asted but har- 
monious coloring. Had the Administrator felt himself justified in doing 
so, he would liave had 5000 copies photolithographed to accompany the 
printed Report; but not being fully informed regarding the exact state of 
the fund appropriated for printing, illustrating, &c., he considered it best 
to forward the map to the Legislature of Arkansas, in order to give an 
idea of the manner in which, according to the views of his late brother, 
topographical work should aid and verify Geology and Palseontology, in 
all the important regions examined. 

RICHARD OWEN", 

Administrator on the estate of Dr. D. D. Owen, late State Geologist, 
Hew Habhokt, IsniiKi, 
21tli DeoembBi, 1860. 
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RESULTS OP CHEMICAI ANALYSES, 

FOR THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP ARKANSAS. 



No. GO. Qualitative examination of a hard, grayiah rock containing metal- 
lie veins; found by Mr. Sloan on the Ouachita River, near 
Sulphur Creek; result communicated to John Adamaon, Esq., 
Little Eock, Arkansas, the 13th December, 1858. 
Result. Chert, with traces of CaO, containing particles and veins of iron 
pyrites. 
No. 61. Qaalitative examination of a black, pisolitic rock, very heavy; 
found four miles west of Bentonville, Benton County, Arkansas ; 
result reported to E. E. Doak, Maysville, Benton County, the 
13th December, 1858. 
Result. Iron pyrites, with earthy and organic matter- 
No. 62. Quahtative examination of a shell-mar! ; color green, structure 
granular, containing numerous small shells; found six miles 
south or southwest of Pine Bluffs, Bradley County; result 
reported and directions for use as a manure given to John 
Marks, Eagle Creek P. 0., Arkansas, the 13th December, 1858. 
Result. Carbonates of Ca, ]VIg, Fe, Mri ; ICO, NaO, and P0° (in not 
inconsiderable quantities); insoluble silicates. 
No. 63, Qualitative examination of water from a mineral spring on the 
property of P. M. Johnson, Ozark, Franklin County, Arkansas ; 
result communicated to P. M. J., December 13th, 1858. 
Result. 

BioarbonatQ of Lime, 1 ., , , ,., 

" " Magnesia, 1 

Chlorides, not inconsiderable quantity. 
Sulphates, small quantity. 
Alkalies, doubtful. 

I had only about four ounces of water to experiment upon. 
No. 64. Quantitative analysis of the water of "White Eiver, Arkansas ; 
taken about three hundred yards above Jacksonport. 
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JtesuU. Reaction neutral; contains in 1 liti-e (1000 grammea by weight): 



Silica, . 


0.011000 


^ramm 


a. Potaasa, . 


. . 0.002870 


Sulphuric Acid, 


0.002748 


" 


Soda, 


. 0.001400 


Chloriac, . 


0.004302 




Iron, 


trace. 


Lime, . 


O.OG0:25 


" 


Manganese, 


trace. 


Magnesia, 


0.03;i787 









The total residue was found to be, by a separate experiment, 
0.1904 grammes. 
No. 65. Quantitative analysis of the water of Black River, Arkansas; 
taken about three hundred yards above Jacksonport. 
Reiult. Reaction neutral; contains in 1000 grammes; 



Silica, 




0.015300 


grammes. 


Sulphuric 


Acid, 


0.048167 


" 


Chlorine, 




0.005884 


" 


Mn»0*+t 


ace of Iron, 


0.001300 


" 


Lime, 




0.058300 


" 


Magnesia 




0.042e88 


■' 


Polassa, 




0.037940 


" \ 


Soda, 




0.030460 





mined by indirect analysis. 

The total residue was found to be, by a separate experiment, 
0.3394 grammes. 
No. 66. Quantitative analj'sis of " Incrustation deposited in wooden tubes 
(now out of use) through which the water from the Hot Springs 
on the hill was conducted to the bath-houses," Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. 

Composition, dried at 250° F. 

Carbonate of Lime, 95.620 

Sulphate of Lime, 0.085 

Carbonate of Magnesia, ' ,S.060 

Carbonate of Iron, 0.210 

Carbonate of Manganese, 0.190 

Potaasa, 0.107 

Silica, 0.119 

99.391 
K B.— 0.107 grammes of KO require 0.1026 SiO' to form 
KO.SIO'. 
No. 67. Quantitative analysis of "Tufa from southwest slope of hill below 
No. 1. Hot Springs, Arkansas." 



Composition, dried at 


50= i^. 
















Sesquioxide of Iron, with a little A1"U', . 




. 0.395 
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N.B. — 6.920 grammes Mn^O' correspond to 1.S38 grammes 
MnO.CO^ 96.55 grammes CaO contain 42.482 grammes CO"; 
a direct carbonic aeid determination gave 42.515 per cent. 
No. 68. Analysis of a gypseous marl, labelled, " Selenite in matrix of clay, 
near Mr. J. "W. Payne's, Township 21, Range 7 west, Greene 
County, Arkansas." 

A qualitative examination showed the presence of clay, gyp- 
sum, magnesia, alumina, iron, potassa, small quantities of 
manganese, and phosphoric acid; on treatment with caustic 
potassa, the substance evolves ammonia : hence either AmO or 
organic matter must he present. 

The quantitative analysis was confined to the determination 
of gypsum, water, and clay. 

Composition, dried at 225° F. 

Clay (Insoluble Silieatea), 85.025 

Gjpsum, 6.610 

Water and Organic matters (AmO^), T.106 

Other soluble constituents, 1.259 

100.000 

No. 69, Quantitative analysis of a Manganese ore, found near Batesville, 
Arkansas (so-called "Button-ore"), 

Composition, dried at 260° F. 

Sand and Insoluble Silicates 11,955 

Manganoso-Manganic Oxide (Mn'O') C1.8S8 

Seaquioxideof]ron,withalittle APO^ 1.T44 

Carbonate of Lime, ........ 15,870 

Carbonate of Magnesia 0.886 

Pbosphoric Acid, 2.3*9 

Cobalt, trace, 

98.334 

No. 70. Quantitative analysis of water from the so-called "Arsenic-spring." 
Hot Spring, Arkansas. 

Contains in 1000 grammes : 

Silicates 0.045600 grammes. 

Sulphuric Acid, . . O.O1940O " 

Chlorine, .... 0,0022T5 " 

Mn»0^, with trace of Iron, 0.002000 " 

Lime 0.059024 " 

Magnesia, . . . 0.007629 

^o'^"'^' ■ - ■ ■ 0.001560 ■' I bj indirect analysis. 
Soda, .... 0.004G50 " J ■' ^ 
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Tlie total residue was found to be, by a separate experiment, 
0. 19825. 

Two bundred grammes of tbe tufa from this spring were 
examined for arsenic and other metals, which are precipitated 
by HS, but none were found, 

A portion of the water wa3 examined for iodine and bromine, 
but none was discovered; perhaps the quantity operated upon 
was too small. 

The " silicates," which were left undissolved on treating the 
residue, obtained by evaporating the water to dryness in a 
platina capsule with IIA, were fused with a mixture of car- 
bonate of soda and potaasa, and qualitatively examined; found 
silica, lime, magnesia, iron, manganese. 

For want of material the relative proportions could not be 
determined. 
No. 71. Qualitative examination of the water from "Fairchild's Chaly- 
beate Spring," Hot Spring County (?), Arkansas. 

SalpLates, large quantity. Magnesia. 

Chlorides, small " Manganese. 

Lime, large " Soda, strong reaction. 

Iron, large '' Potassa, docibtfiil trace. 

No. 72. Qualitative examination of "Bog iron ore, two and a half miles 
east of Purdon's, eight miles northeast of Little Eock, Pulaski 
County, Arkansas," 

Sand and Clay, considerable. Phosphoric Acid, comparatively 
Iron, eonaiderable. large amount. 

Alumina, not mvieh. Lime, small quantity. 

Manganese, comparatively large Magnesia, small quantity, 

amount. Baryta, trace. 

Ko. 73. Qualitative examination of a black ferruginous shale, from Clear 
Creek, at Ruddle's Mill, Independence County, Arkansas. 

Sand, small quantity. Phosphoric Acid, pretty large 

Carbon, considerable quantity. amount. 

Carbonate of Lime, the main con- Alumina, minute quantity. 

stiluent. Magnesia, " " 

Iron, pretty large amount. Sulphuric Acid, trace. 

Manganese, pretty large amount. Potassa, doubtful trace. 



., Google 



BOTMICAL AND PAMONTOLOGICAL REPORT 



GEOLOGICAL STATE SURVEY 



AEKANSAS. 



LEO LESQUEEEUX. 



., Google 



To Dr. D. Dale Owen, 

Director of the Slate Geological Survey of Arkansas. 

Dear Sir : In presenting to you my Heport on the Geological State 
Survey of Arkansas, allow me briefly to review the instructions which I 
received from you, concerning the researches I had to pursue, as the 
Botanist and Botanical Palseontologist of the Survey. 

In Fossil Botany, I was directed, 1st, to examine the plants of the coal 
and associated strata, with a view to finding, if possible, evidence of the 
age, number, and distribution of the coal-beds of Arkansas. 

2d. To examine, for the same purpose, the fossil remains of plants 
accompanying the lignite formation, and to determine the age of these 
strata, either quaternary, tertiary, or cretaceous. 

3d. To make a comparison between the Fossil Flora of the true Coal- 
Measures of the Millstone Grit or Subconglomeratic Coals, and of the more 
recent lignites. 

Concerning recent Botany, the directions were : 

1st. To examine the general distribution of the natural famiHea of living 
plants of Arkansas, and mark the species peculiar to certain localities, espe- 
cially and carefully studying and enumerating the plants inhabiting the 
Mammoth Spring of Fulton County, and those found around and within 
the Hot Springs. 

2d. To investigate the geological distribution of the plants, or to mark 
the plants which characterize certain geological horizons. 

3d. To examine the agricultural peculiarities of each botanical zone, and 
to give a popular description of the most useful species of plants in agri- 
culture, medicine, &c. 

4th. To make a list or catalogue of the plants of Arkansas, as far as time 
and opportunity might permit. 

During the short time allowed me for exploration, I have endeavored to 
follow these instructions to the best of my ability. In company with Prof. 
E. T. Cox, a friend to whom I am already under many obligations for kind 
and valuable assistance, I entered Arkansas, with Camp Ko. 2, near the 
Mammoth Spring of Fulton County, on the 15th of October. The lateness 
of the season, and the consequent hurry of our explorations, did not permit 
me as long and favorable a study of the living botany of Arkansas as I 
should have liked. This has unavoidably caused some deficiency in that 
part of my report treating of the distribution of living plants in Arkansas. 
But I have endeavored to complete in a manner the catalogue of plants, 
by enumerating, along with the species observed by members of the Survey 
and by myself, those which I have found mentioned by former botanical 
explorers in Arkansas. 

Very respectfully yours, 

LEO LESQUEEEUX. 
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INTEODTJCTOBY REMARKS. 



The progress of tlie civilization of a people or of a country is marked 
by the development of its industry. In this eentuiy, the active power of 
industry is steam, Man ia no more a machine — an instrument. His 
mind has subdued matter, has moulded it into the most complicated and 
diversified forms, has truly animated it, giving it power, strength — indeed 
life, by the wonderful application of steam. The true generator of steam 
is coal. Thus, a country ia more likely to take the lead in industrial 
development, and therefore in civilization, if it be provided with a large 
amount of this combustible mineral. No political economist now would 
dare to estimate the present or future riches of a people, and their 
resources, without taking for a basis of his calculations its facilities for 
procuring a supply of coal. Even some of the most celebrated geogra- 
phers and philosophers of our time have asserted that the Continent of 
North America, and especially the great valley of the Mississippi, would, 
at a future day, become inhabited by the densest and most civilized popu- 
lation of the world, because it has, in its extensive coal-fields, the largest 
amount of coal, that originator of industrial life. 

Everybody is now acquainted with the general distribution and extent 
of the great coai-basins east of the Mississippi river. The great Appa- 
lachian basin occupies part of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and Kentucky; 
its western limits being marked by a line running nearly due southward, 
passing near the mouth of the Scioto river, in Ohio. The Illinois coal-fields 
cover parts of Indiana, of Western Kentucky, of Illinois, throwing out 
spurs into Missouri, Arkansas, and farther west. The more the spurs 
are removed from the centre of the coal-basin, or from its most productive 
part, the more the coal which they contain becomes valuable, from the 
scarcity of the combustible mineral. This shows the great value of the 
coal strata of "Western Arkansas, and the advantage that would result to 
the State from an extensive and rich coal-deposit. Not only the naviga- 
tion of the Arkansas river would, at a future time, depend upon it ; but it 
would supply with combustible material the inhabitants of the western 
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prairies, and direct the future construction of railroads, which are gene- 
rally attracted by the coal, as by a powerful magnet. 

It was, therefore, with a due consideration to the interests of the State 
that the Governor of Arkansas, and the State Geologist of the Survey, 
ordered that researches should be made to reconnoitre carefully the extent 
of the coal-basin of Arkansas, and its capacity, or the number of eoal- 
strata which it contains in the whole thickness of the measures. 

The coal-measurea of the United States, at least in the places where 
they have received their full development, appear divided into four mem- 
bers by three different and thick strata of sandstone. The upper member 
rests upon a stratum named, in the Reports of the Kentucky Geological 
Survey, the Anvil-Rock sandstone, and contains some coal-beds, which 
are apparently extended over a wide area, but which until now have not 
been found of workable thickness. The second member in descending 
order is underlaid by the Mahoning sandstone, another great sandstone, 
sometimes conglomeratic in its upper part. This member, four to five 
hundred feet in thickness, contains, especially in Pennsylvania, the great 
Pittsburg coal-bed, and in Kentucky as many as five workable beds of 
coal, one of which, corresponding, by its position, with the Pittsburg coal, 
is generally from four to five feet thick. The third member, of about the 
same thickness as the former, lies between the Mahoning sandstone and 
the Millstone Grit series, or Conglomerate Formation, and contains also 
from four to six workable strata of coal, one of which is generally from four 
to six feet thick. This Millstone Grit, a variable formation, considering 
either the thickness or the nature of its strata, has been considered as the 
base of the true coal-measures, and the coal-bearing strata underlying it 
Lave been named by some geologists the False Coal-meaeures. But the exa- 
mination of these sti'ata, and the comparison of the fossil plants found in 
connection with them, tend to prove that this fourth member which de- 
scends from the base of the Millstone Grit to the Subcarboniferous Lime- 
stone, cannot be separated from the whole of our coal-formations ; that it 
is a true member of them ; that in some countries it contains two or three 
workable beds of coal, which can be as profitably worked as any bed of 
the other members. 

As has been reported in the first volume of the Geological State Survey 
of Arkansas, all the coal-beds of the State appear to belong to tlie lowest 
member of the coal-formations, underlying the Millstone Grit. At least, 
all the hills or mountains at the base of which coal-strata have been found 
in Arkansas, are formed of shales and of varioua kinds of sandstone, all 
belonging to the Conglomerate Series, which reach here a great thickness* 
Even at the top of the highest mountains, I have failed to discover a trace 
of the coal or of the other measures which follow the Millstone Grit in 
ascending order. This cannot lead to the conclusion that the prospect for 
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good workable beds of coal is not encouraging in Arkansas. Near tlie 
western limits of the coal-basin, the Millstone Grit and the underlying 
strata take apparently a great development, and thus coal may be found 
there, at least one bed of it, as thick as in the higher series of the forma- 
tion. Moreover, the extraordinary horizontality of the geological measures 
in "Western Arkansas, causes an extensive distribution of the strata con- 
taining the coal, either' near the surface or at a depth where the com- 
bustible material may be easily reached. Coal has already been found 
and surveyed in twelve counties, and just in those that are farthest from 
the great coal-basin which extends east of the Mississippi, The com- 
bustible mineral, thus rendered more valuable, becomes still more so from 
the situation of the coal-basin along the Arkansas river, and on both sides 
of it. Washington, Crawford, Sebastian, Franklin, Scott, Johnson, Yell, 
Pope, Perry, Conway, White, and Palaski Counties are all of them almost 
entirely situated in the eoal-baain of Arkansas, and its productive strata 
may yet be extended into some of the adjacent counties. 



WASKISQTON COUNTY COAL, AT FAYETTEVILLE. 

My examination of this place was directed first to a thick bed of black 
shales, exposed about twelve feet thiek, below Cato's springs. These 
shales were supposed to belong to the true coal-measures, and to contain 
a bed of coal, which might be found by boring at some depth. They are 
of a coarse texture, somewhat micaceous, and do not show any trace of 
fossil plants. Their horizontal surface is only marked by ripples, evi- 
dently caused by the movement of the water at the time of their forma- 
tion, and by loTig, irregular, depressed, and transversely wrfnkled lines, 
half an inch broad, which are prints left by the progress of worms, or, 
rather, of small crustacese. These peculiar marks are found in great 
abundance in the upper beds of the Old Red Sandstone of Pennsylvania. 
Thus, by analogy of the palEeontologieal remains, these shales are referred 
to the Subearboniferous strata of the West, which, in part, take the place 
of the Old Red Sandstone of the East. 

On the western side of the town of Fayetteville, and at a higher geolo- 
gical level than the black shales of Cato's springs, there are two outcrops 
of coal, which indicate, by their dirt, thin and scarcely valuable beds. 
None of these coal-beds have been opened. The lowest, just under a 
stratum of limestone, and said to be one foot thick, could not be examined. 
The other immediately overlying the same limestone, from which it is 
separated by a bed of fireclay, is supposed to be of the same thickness 
although its outcrop does not show more than one or two inches of coal. 
It is overlaid by a thiek stratum of soft, grayish, or yellow shales (" soap- 
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stone"), which do not apparently contain any other fossil plants but some 
leaves of JJepidodendron, resembling long blades of grass. 

Though the examination of these coal-beds was unsatisfactory, since 
they were not opened and exposed to view, I have no doubt that the upper 
one overlaid by "soapstone" is the first coal below the lUillstone Grit, gene- 
rally the only one developed at this geological station. It is ordinarily 
overlaid by soft yellow shales, containing pebbles of carbonate of iron or 
clay iron ore, and marked by remains of fossil plants, of which the most 
common species, and often the only one present, is Lepidophyllum ; that 
is, those leaves of Lepidodendron mentioned above. 

The shales of this coal are remarkably variable, either in their color, or 
hardness of texture, according to the amount of bitumen or of iron depo- 
sited while in the process of formation. On banks where they are exposed 
at some length, one can see them insensibly passing from a yellow soft 
soapstone mixed with clay iron ore to hard black shales, generally more 
or less abundantly intermingled with pebbles of carbonate of iron, which 
have mostly the form and tlie size of hen's-eggs. Sometimes these shales 
are so thoroughly penetrated by oxide of iron, that they constitute a hard 
and valuable iron ore. It is necessary to obser\'e these changes in the 
appearance of the shales of the suhconglomeratic coal-beds in order to 
account for the difference which may be found at various localities. 

The beds of coal at Fayetteville, though thin at the place where they 
crop out, may be found in close proximity to it, have a thickness of 
two feet, or perhaps more. But it would be useless, X think, to search 
anywhere in Arkansas for a bed of coal bciow the Archimedes Limestone, 
which is exposed at the base of the hills near the town. And as the Mill- 
stone Grit formation does not, apparently at least, contain any limestone, 
the presence of a stratum of this nature may at once be accepted as an 
indication that coal in Arkansas cannot be found at a lower level. 



MALE S COAL-BANK. UrGHER WATERS OE MIDDLE FORK OF WHITE RIVER. 

Ascending from Fayetteville to the top of the hills, on the higher waters 
of the middle fork of White river, near Mr. Hubbert's farm, a very inte- 
resting section is exposed from the base of the Subcarboniferous measures 
to the upper part of the Millstone Grit series.* There, about one hundred 
feet below the strata which mark the base of the Millstone Grit, and from 
which it is separated by two beds of Subcarboniferous Limestone with 
intervening blue shales, shaly sandstone and chert, there is a thick stratum 
of coarse sandstone containing plants of the true coal epoch, viz., species 

* See Mr. B. T. Cox's Report, hereader. 



., Google 



OP ASKANSAS. 301 

of Stigmaria, Catamites, Sigillaria, &c. It ia probably from an equivalent 
geological horizon that a great number of beautiful plants of the same 
epoch have been obtained by the State Geological Survey of Llinois, in a 
bed of sandstone underlying the first upper Arehimedea Limestone ; an 
interesting fact, showing the beginning of the vegetation of the coal at a 
time when the plants bad not been heaped up for the formation of the 
combustible matter, and exhibiting at the outset species bearing no relation 
to those of inferior strata, or to those of the Old Red-Sandstone. 

The coal-bank at Mr, Male's is only eight to ten inches thick ; but appa- 
rently of excellent quality. It ia generally overlaid by a bed of gray, 
hard, somewhat micaceous soft shales, which contain, besides the leaves 
of Jjepidodendron, a great quantity of beautifully preserved remains of 
plants.* As the coal-bank wbere we examined it, was worked by strip- 
ping the surface, a trench of some length had been opened through the 
strata overlying it, and had exposed one of those curious changes to which 
I have alluded above. At one extremity of the trench, the shales, two 
feet thick, have their normal appearance; they are gray, soft, or black, 
and bituminous near their contact with the coal. At the other extremity, 
and by short transitions, they have passed into a kind of ferruginous lime- 
stone, or rather conglomeratic iron ore, which is the base of the Conglo- 
merate series overlying this coal. The same stratigraphical distribution, 
and even the same changes in the nature of the shales, have been reported 
for the Geological State Survey of Kentucky; at the eoal-bankofMeCormie, 
near the western limits of Morgan County, where the Subconglomerate 
cpal, sixteen to twenty feet thick, is, at one place, overlaid by soapstone ; 
at another by black hard ferruginous shales, and at a third opening, imme- 
diately by conglomerate, the shales disappearing totally, 

About one mile from Mr. Male's coal-bank, another opening (Gallion's 
bank) has been made in the same bed. The thickness of the coal is the 
same. Time did not permit us to visit it. 



WOTON S COAL-BAHK. HEAD WATERS OF LEE CREEK, 

Section 34, Township 13, Mange 31. 

The coal, ten inches thick, is here also placed at, or very near the base 
of the Millstone Grit series, being only separated from it by the overly- 
ing shales, and being separated from the upper Archimedes Limestone by 
twenty-three feet of sandstone and fireclay. At two openings of this coal 
the shales that cover it are stiil very dift'erent in appearance. At one 

* The enumeration of these plants ia given in the Table, further on. 
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place, the coal is overlaid by seven to eight feet of grayish-yellow, soft, 
very brittle shales, full of remains of plants. At the top of the shalea 
appears another bed of coal a few inches thick. Near by, the shaSes over- 
lying the coal are fifty to sixty feet thick, and black, micaceous, with very 
few prints of plants, if any. The second bed of coal is not formed at this 
last opening. Down the creek, the shales become in places yellow, hard, 
and half transformed into carbonate of iron and clay ironstones. This 
conformation is still in accordance with what has been reported of the Sub- 
conglomerate coal of Morgan County, Kentucky, where "Well's coal-bank, 
twenty-two inches thick, is separated from another thin bed of coal, five to 
six inches thick, by sixteen feet of black shales. This leads us to remark 
that as, occasionally, the shales covering the coal are not present, and the 
coal is immediately covered by the conglomerate, so in like manner, when 
two beds of coal have been formed, the intermediate shales may thin in 
such a way that both coal-beds become united in one, being only separated 
by a clay parting. 

In descending Lee creek and entering Crawford county, ten and a half 
miles below Woton's coal-bank, we found in the creek largo pieces of sand- 
stone covered with Fucoidea cauda-galli, a kind of fossil plant said to be 
peculiar to the Chemung group, or Upper Devonian. As the general dip 
in that part of the country is to the southwest, or in the same direction 
which we were following, the presence of this Devonian species appears 
here an anomaly, and can only be explained by some peculiar disturbance 
of the strata, or rather by the supposition that this species has a much 
wider range of distribution than had till now been supposed. In some 
places, along the margins of the eastern coal-basin of Kentucky, the Con- 
glomerate is sometimes immediately underlaid by this formation of the 
Fucoidcn cauda-galli. 



CRAWFORD COUNTY. MR, PHILIP S COAL-BAKK, HEAR FROG BAYOU. 

Except the nomenclature of the fossil plants found in connection with 
this coal there is scarcely anything to add to the exact description given 
of it by Professor E. T. Cox, page 226 of the first Eeport. The shales 
overlying the coal are about twenty feet thick, and generally black or 
grayish-blue, hard, micaceous, very bituminous in their approach to the 
coal, where they only contain remains of fossil plants. From top to bot- 
tom they are intermixed with pebbles of carbonate of iron in abundance. 
The vegetable remains of these shales are mostly those of Cordaites boras- 
aifolia (Ung.), a plant which covers, or apparently constitutes the shales for 
about two feet of their thickness. The leaves of the species, which were 
long and ribbon-like, filled alone great spaces of the marshes of the coal 
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formations, just as the water-lily or the gpatterdoek does the swamps of 
our time. The relation of this plant is stiil uncertain. Some of the 
numerous and large fruit, found in the shales of the coal, have been 
referred to this species, apparently without reason ; for the shales which 
have preserved the greatest quantity of these leaves contain scarcely any 
remains of fruits, 



SEBASTIAN COUNTY, JBNNY LIHD, PRAIRIE. MR. GEBEN's COAL-BANK, 

From the strata of red ferruginous or ochreous clay shale, which gene- 
rally mark the base of the Millstone Grit series in Arkansas, and which 
crop out at the base of the hills bordering the prairies, the position of this 
coal, as Subconglomeratic, becomes at once evident. As the shales of this 
coal do not show the same general appearance as at the other localities 
where it was examined, this stratigraphical conclusion is of some value. 
The shales look like a compound of yellow clay and ironstones mixed' to- 
gether. They break crosswise or perpendicularly rather than horizontally, 
and are separated by irregular bands or thin veins of clay more deeply 
colored with oxide of iron and extremely brittle. The fossil plants con- 
tained in this peculiar kind of shale are tolerably numerous, but they are 
generally broken and difficult to determine. The species which would be 
recognized, and which are enumerated in the table, strengthen the conclu- 
sion which places this coal at the same geological horizon with those 
above. The coal, here, is four and a half feet thick, and has two clay part- 
ings of about one inch each. But the top coal, for about one foot of its 
thickness, is a shaly or brashy coal of little value as a combustible. It 
looks like a brittle black shale intermixed with lamellfe of coal-matter and 
full of broken remains of plants difficult to determine. The presence of 
this brash coal is still a character which in some places may help the iden- 
tification of the Subconglomeratic coal. In Indiana, the whole thickness 
of the bed corresponding to this one by its position, is at times only a com- 
pound of brash or black bituminous thin layers of shale, separated by 
alternate thin layers of coah In Kentucky, the Suhconglomerate coal-bed 
is generally, if not always, overlaid by a few inches of this kind of brash, 
which has to be separated from the true coal as useless. 



JAMES FORK OF POTEAU. MR. MORROW S COAL-BANK. 

At this place, there is not any diflbrence in the appearance and the 
nature of the shale from what we described at Frog Bayou or at Male's 
coal-bank. The shales are gray, hard, somewhat micaceous, intermingled 
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with pebbles of carbonate of iron, and marked by a few fossil plants. The 
coal, three and a half feet thick, ia like that of Jenny Lind prairie, over- 
laid by half a foot of brash, which contains a great abundance of fossil 
plants. They have been determined, and are enumerated in the Table. 
Tlie species indicate the closest relation with those of Mr. Male's coal- 
bank. Thus, this coal of James' Fork, by the nature and composition of 
the shales, and by its brash coal, and by the identity of the plants which 
it contains, is like an intermediate link uniting all the coal-banks examined 
until now, or indicating their place on the same geological horizon. It 
has a number of the plants of Male's coal, especially the two species 
which I consider true characteristic plants of the Subconglomeratic coal in 
Arkansas, viz., Aletkopteris Owenii, Sp. nov., and Sphenophyllunt bifureatum, 
Sp. nov,, the first common also at Lee's Creek coal-bank. It has the 
shales of the same composition and appearance as those examined at 
Frog Bayou, as also the same plants, and the brash coal and the fossil 
species of Jenny Lind prairie coal. 

The thickness of the two coal-banks examined in Sebastian County, 
compared with that of the coal strata of Crawford and "Washington Coun- 
ties, would perhaps indicate a progressive increase in the development of 
the subconglomeratic coal towaivls the south. Hence, the researches for 
workable beds of eoal might be advantageously followed up, not only in 
Sebastian County but also in the southern part of Franklin and Johnson 
and in the northern part of Scott and Yell Counties. 



FRAKKLIN COUNTY, GRAND PBAIBIB. JUDGE ALDEICH S COAL-BASE. 

This bank has been worked occasionally to supply the wants of the 
blacksmiths of the country. It is still opened at some other localities in 
the neighborhood, and found nearly everywhere in the prairies of South 
Franklin, one or two feet below the surface. But where we had an oppor- 
tunity of examining it, the coal had been covered up again, and nothing 
could be seen of it but a few pieces of shale thrown out from old ditches. 
This coal on Grand Prairie is generally eighteen inches thick, overlaid by 
hard, sandy, micaceous gray shales. The only fossil plant found in con- 
nection with them is Oalamites paeliyderma, Brgt., a species which, till 
now, has never been found but within or below the Conglomerate Series. 
Thus, though the examination of this coal was necessarily unsatisfactory 
from the want of exposed materials, the finding of this only species is 
sufficient to indicate its position as being below the Millstone Grit. 
Another evidence of the position of this coal was found in the nature of 
the strata overlying it; since just at the top of a small hill in the middle 
of Grand Prairie, and at about forty feet above an opening of this coal, 
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we found another coal-bed six inches thick, showing here the eeparation 

of the eoal into two strata as it has been remarked at Lee Creek and Frog 
Bayou. 

The compoaition of the black fire-clay underlying the Aldrich's coal, 
and the abundance of iron in the shales above it, indicate a contemporary 
formation of this bed with the others already mentioned. The hard fire- 
clay, blackened by roots of Stigmaria, ia remarkably developed under the 
Suljeonglomerate coal. It ia sometimes found alone and without eoal, in 
such places where the combustible matter has not been formed. 

On Hurricane Creek, the same coal ia opened at Mr. I^ewton Carpen- 
ter's, where it ia of the same thickness. 



JOHNSON COUNTY, HORSEHEAD CREEK, MORISSON S, WILMOTH S, BUTT S, LEB S, 
AND OTHER COAL-BANKS.* 

The general appearance of the shales of all these different coal-banks, 
which are evidently openings in the same coal-bed, are exactly the same 
as those of the coal of I"rog Bayou and James' Fork. The only difference 
ia, that sometimes the shalea, as at Moriaaon's bank, become more bitu- 
minous, and insensibly pass to brash, near their contact with the coal. At 
Mr. "Wilmoth's bank, where the shales are exposed in a thickness of about 
twenty feet, they are gray, micaceous, intermingled with pebbles- of car- 
bonate of iron, generally ferruginous, and with few remains of plants. 
The coal here, twenty inches thick (the same thickness aa at the other 
openings of Horsehead Creek) is better than at Mr. Morisson's bank, 
where it lies nearer to the surface, and ia consecjuently somewhat rusted 
and broken by percolation of water charged with oxide of iron. Among 
the few fossil plants found in the shales are some broken Lepidodendron, 
especially their leaves ; Neuropteria tenuifoUa, which was seen at every coal- 
bank examined in Arkansas, and Cordaites flahelUformis, Ung. 

On reviewing with Mr. Cox his section (published page 231 of his first 
Beport), and ascending to the highest point of Horsehead Creek Mountain, 
we found, by barometrical measurement (1150) eleven hundred and fifty 
feet of measures of the Milhtone Grit series overlying this coal. The base 
of the series is here, as elsewhere in Arkansas, a compound of reddish and 
sometimes dark brown argillaceous shales, and the top a conglomerate 
sandstone. The hard, coarse sandstone covered with vermicular concre- 
tions (a peculiar kind of impressions, which have been mentioned in the 
first Report, page 114) is in place near the top of the Horsehead Creels 
Mountain. I had thus a good opportunity of examining these curious 

• See description of these coal-banka in Mc. Cox's first Report, page 231. 
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marks, which generally look like large worms of eandstone, incrusted in a 
matrix of the same matter. But I was unable to discover in them any 
trace of organism, or any general typical form to which they could he 
referred. Their outline ia very irregular ; aometimea they appear long, 
linear, of ei^ual thickness {generally half an inch) in their whole length ; 
Bometimea they are constricted, and apparently cut into pieces of unequal 
size; sometimes they are thicker, short, and even perfectly round, I 
suppose that they are pure mechanical concretions, formed by infiltration 
or porcoiation of water, charged with carbonate of lime or oxide of iron 
at the time when the aandstone waa yet a soft sandbank. The extra- 
ordinary horizontal extent of the aandstone bearing these marks is never- 
theless a fact apparently contradictory to this explanation ; for it appears 
near the top of al! the conglomerate hills of the coal-measures of Arkansas, 
when they are high enough to reach its geological horizon. But the 
nature of the overlying strata might have influenced the infiltration of 
foreign substances over a vast area.* 



MOUTH OF SP4DRA CREEK. SPADRA COAL.f 

The shales covering this coal bear already, like those of the Horsehead 
Creek coal-bed, traces of a metamorphiam which has hardened them and 
split them contrary to the plan of stratification. Thia renders them brittle, 
and cauaea under the stroke of the hammer irregular fractures which 
prevent the preservation of fossil plants. The shales are grayiah or black, 
less micaceous than at Horsehead Creek, and more like those of Male's 
coal-bank. The few planta determinable in the broken pieces of shale are, 
Neuropteris tenuifolia, Brgt. ; an abundauce of leaves of Lepidodendron 
and JJepidophtfUum laneeolatum, Brgt. The coal is overlaid by the same 
brash coal as that of James' Pork and other places, which contains espe- 
cially in abundance Calamites undulatus, Brgt., and Oalamites paohyderma, 
Brgt. These species, like the former, show the same geological horizon 
for this coal as for the other beds examined in Arkansas. At some places, 
near the mouth of Spadra Creek, the coal is three and a half feet thick, 
including a clay parting of three inches, and about six inches of brashy 
coal. It is still underlaid by the black, hard fire-clay full of leaves of 
Stigmaria which has been mentioned before. The same coal crops out 
above the town of Spadra, on the bank of the Arkansas Biver, where it is 

■* To give an idea of the difficulties attending a &otant'c«i exploration at ihisseasoaof the year, 
I may mention that, on the 12th of Notember we ascended the inonntain with a strong, cold 
north wind and snow. 

t See description of this coal bj the State Geologist, in the first volume of the Report, page 
126. 
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said to be four feet thick. It ia thu3 probable that the same coal will be 
found of workable thickiieaa all around the country, when the com- 
bustible mineral shall become valuable enough to encourage exploration 
by borings. Clarksville, the county seat of Johnson, is built on an 
eminence, just at the top of the black shales overlying the Spadra coal. 
These shales may attain a thickness of fifty to sixty feet; but, as near the 
town the bank of shales is cut by the creek to the depth of thirty to forty 
feet, the coal, if it is formed there, would probably be found ten to twenty 
feet below the level of the creek, 

The coal-bank of Dwight mission, in the same county, is the only one 
that was still in the way of our route, and the last which I was directed to 
examine. At our passage there it was covered by high water and could 
not be seen. But the great bank of shales exposed near the river, of a 
thickness of about sixty feet, shows, in its composition, the same materials 
which have been seen before. The shales have apparently the same com- 
position, and contain in extraordinary quantity pebbles of carbonate of 
iron. 

As a conclusion to this examination of some of the coal-banks of 
Arkansas it may be remarked : 

That the value of the coal-beds of a country is necessarily relative, and 
cannot be estimated by comparison with the price or the value of the coal 
at another place. A bed of anthracite three feet thick is profitably worked, 
even by a shaft fifty to one hundred feet deep, in the basins of Pennsyl- 
vania, where numerous strata of the same combustible mineral are found 
and worked from six to nine feet thick, or more, and where millions of 
tons are every year mined and brought to market. A bed of bituminous 
coal four feet thick is remunerative when worked all along the Ohio 
river from Pittsburg to Oareyville, although, from an excessive compe- 
tition, the coal is sometimes delivered to the boats at five cents per bushel, 
or even lower. In Arkansas, where the coal is semi-bituminous, or half 
anthracite, and consequently of higher value ae a heating agent than the 
bituminous coal of the East; where also this combustible material, though 
still uncalled for by manufacturers, and used only for a few forges, is paid 
at the bank from ten to twenty-five cents per bushel, the coal has a much 
higher value. From data collected in statistical tables it results that a coal- 
bank like the Spadra's, three and a half feet thick, producing about three 
feet of clean coal, will hereafter, and when the demand for coal becomes 
more pressing, give to the owners more profitable results than a bank of 
nine feet of anthracite would give in the central part of the basin of Penn- 
sylvania. 

It ia true that in Arkansas the working of the coal will never excite 
such speculation and employ such a capital as is necessary in or near the 
centre of the coal-basin. But from what is known already about the dis- 
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tribution of the eabconglomerate coal in Arkansas, one has the right to 
assert that by and by coal will he found if not in very thick strata, at least 
abandantly enough to supply the wants of the future manufacturing esta- 
blishments of the country. 

To direct future researches it will be well to remember that the coal 
strata of Arkansas generally underlie, at a distance of fifty to one hundred 
feet, a bed of red ferruginous clay or red earth which is easily distinguished 
wherever it appears in the comities mentioned aa included in the area of 
the coal-fields of Arkansas, It is also well to bear in mind that, although 
two beds of coal may have been formed in Arkansas, it is the lowest only 
which, np to the present time, has been found of workable thickness. The 
Subcarboniferous measures generally underlie it at a short distance, and no 
coal can be expected to he found within them. 



DESCRIPTION OF NEW SPECIES OP FOSSIL PLANTS COLLECTED IN THE SHALES 
OVERLYIKO THE SDBCOsaLOMBRATB COAL OF ARKANSAS. 

Tfto considerations favor a careful description of the fossil-flora of the 
coal of Arkansas : 

Ist. The practical utility of palteontology in its application to the identi- 
fication of coal or any other geological strata. 

2d. The peculiar position of the coal of Arkansas, so well developed at 
a geological horizon where until now the formation of a good workable 
bed of coal has been considered as problematical. It is evident that the 
ascertaining of the true place of this coal may direct researches for com- 
bustible mineral at a lower level than where they have been pursued till 
now in other States. Moreover, the scientific world at large is at present 
very much interested in trying to solve the question of the distribution of 
vegetation in the different geological strata of our globe, and to find links 
of union which may exist between species and genera successively appear- 
ing in various strata. It is worth while, therefore, to carefully collect and 
record all the data which may afford reliable indication to the limits of the 
flora of the true coal period. 

The following short description of the new species of fossil plants 
found in connection with the shales overlying the coal of Arkansas is 
given without following the natural and botanical order, but only as an 
explanation of the figures of the plates. This report is not the place for 
long scientific discussions and for close and comparative descriptions. 
They would he useless to the reader who is not acquainted with fossil 
plants, and to the botanist they would reveal nothing new. For the same 
reason I omit describing the species already known which are common 
to the Subconglomerate coal and to the coal above the Millstone Grit. 
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These are enumerated in the table with a mention of the place where 
they have been found. 

1. HifmenopJiyUites flexicauUs, Sp. nov. (PI. 1, fig. 1 and la). Frond 
much branched, four to five times piunately divided. Divisions alternate. 
Primary and secondary rachis broad, flattened on the margins, infl,ated in 
the middle, somewhat regularly bent at each ramification. Eranolileta 
exactly flexuose, bending in a zigzag way from the point of attachment of 
each leaflet, which thus appear as a continuation of the rachis. Leaflets 
oval-laneeolate in outline, small, scarcely an eighth of an inch long, pal- 
mately divided in three or four or pinnately in five lobes. Divisions 
linear-lanceolate obtuse, marked by a single medial nerve, decurrent in the 
branchlet. Fig. la is an enlarged leaf of this fern which, though some- 
what related to Sphenopteris fiexuosa, Gutb., an European species, diflers 
from it by well-marked characters. It abounds in the shales of Mr, Male's 
coal-bank on the Middle Fork of White Kiver, Washington County. 

2. Sphenophyllum hifureatum, Sp. nov. (Tab. 1, fig. 2 and 2 a). Stem 
thick, branching, inflated at the articulations, deeply furrowed, smooth. 
Leaves in whorls of nine or ten cuneiform, or flabellate leaflets, narrowed 
near the base, dilated above, regularly divided two times. Prim ai^'di vi- 
sions deeper; secondary ones lanceolate acute, diverging, each marked by 
a strong medial nerve ascending to the point. This species is distantly 
related to Sphenop7tt/Uum dichotomum, Germ. & Kaulf, and to Sphenophyllum 
ohlongifolium, Germ. Though fragments of the difl'erent parts of the plant 
were found the form of the leaves does not show any variation. Fig. 2 a 
shows a whorl of leaves, enlarged two times. The leaflets appear united 
at the base but it may be an appearance of the stone. Sphenophyllum 
trifoliatum Lsqx., of the Pennsylvania State Geological Eeport, p. 853, 
tab, 1, fig. 7, may be referred to this species. Found in the shales of 
Male's coal and of James' Fork of Poteau. 

3. AUthopteria Owenii, Sp. nov. (PI. 2, fig. 1 and 1 a). Frond large, bi- or 
tripinnate. Kachis or stem broad, thick, nodose, striate. Secondary divi- 
sions or pinnse perpendicular to the stem; pinnules ovate- lanceolate or 
lanceolate in some parts of the frond, generally obtuse, sometimes pointed, 
with undulate margins united near the base and perpendicular on the 
rachis. Medial nerve well marked, but generally thin, sometimes deep ; 
nervules forking twice. This fine species, dedicated to Dr. D. Dale Owen, 
the celebrated geologist, director of the survey of Arkansas, abounds at 
Male's and also at Lec-creek coal, but was found only in broken pieces. 
It diflers from AUthopteris Coxiana, Lsqx., its nearest relative, by narrower, 
less undulate or more entire leaflets, apparently thick and coriaceous, and 
by a general appearance totally different. 

4. Staphyloptcria stellata, Sp. nov. (PI. 2, fig. 2, 2 a and 2 6). These re- 
mains apparently belong to the sporanges of a fern borne on a distinct 
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stem or pedicle. As it is shown in the figure, tlie spore-eases are oval or 
round, narrowly striated, united four or five together by short alternate 
branches perpendicular to the smooth main stem. Some branches appear 
longer than the point where the spores are attached, and thus may have 
been a common pedicle for a few groups of spores. Such fructifications of 
ferns, supported on a peculiar pedicle and distinct from the sterile leaves, 
are common enough in our time, but are very rarely found in the old for- 
mations. I do not know of another species found in the coal formations 
but this. The genus Staphylopteris was established by Mr. Brongnart on 
a species found in the tertiary. 

5, iSphenopteris dilatata, Sp. nov. (PI. 2, flg 3 and 3 a). !Prond bi-pinnately 
divided. Pinnse short, oval-lanceolate in outline ; pinnules irregular, round 
or enlarged above and fan-shaped, decurring on the rachis, mostly united 
near the base. Medial nerve obsolete or none ; nervules dichotome or fork- 
ing two times, arched and oblique to the medial nerve. By its peculiar 
nervation, which is like that of a Neuropteris, this species would be refer- 
able to the genus Adiantites, Gopp. Male's coal-bank. 

6. AHeropTiyllitex gracilis, Sp. nov. (PL 2, fig. 4 aud 4 a). Stem narrow, 
thread-like ; leaves in whorls, narrow, linear, pointed and marked by a 
medial nerve ; the point generally upraised. Though I have found a few 
specimens of this species, they present all the same form and appearance 
as shown in the figure. The leaves, never flattened, are imbedded in the 
stone in such a way that the horizontal section shows only their thickness 
and their direction. Probably the figure only represents a branch of a 
somewhat larger species. The hardness of the leaves indicated by the pe- 
culiar disposition of all the whorls, separate it from all the other species of 
the genus. Locality, Male's coal-bank. 

7, Lepidodendron modulatum, Lsqx. (PI. 3, fig. 1 and 1 a.) Stem appa- 
rently of a great size. Scars oval, narrowed and acuminate at both ends, 
separated by a broad, half round, elevated and deeply furrowed or wrinkled 
margin. Wrinkles undulated and mainly parallel to the scars. Vascular 
scars rhomboidal, arched or obtuse above, narrowed at the base in a long 
depressed point, acute at both sides, marked with three transverse points. 
Tubercles narrow ; medial line deeply marked and transversely farrowed 
by deep short wrinkles. Surface of the scars transversely, narrowly 
wrinkled ; appendage double. This beautiful species was first found in 
the low coal of CarlDOndale, Pennsylvania ; but only in some pieces of a 
large stem figured at 1 a. The specimen fig. 1 of Male's coal shows the 
exact preserva ion of the specific characters on a branch or on a young tree, 
and consequently fixes the validity of the characters presented by the scars 
of the bark of the Lepidodendron. 

8. Sigillaria reticulata, Sp. nov. (PI, 3, fig, 2). Surface reticulated by per- 
pendicular furrows and horizontal deep wrinkles. Scars distant, nearly as 
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high as broad, emargiiiate, cordate above, round obtuse below, with obtuse 
lateral angles. Vascular sears three, the medial one semilunar or round, 
the lateral ones straight or scarcely arched. Habitat, Male's coal-bank. 

9, Malonia pulchella, 8p. nov. (PI.. 3, fig. 3). Stem apparently slender, 
straight, scarcely branching, marked by small elevated points or tubercles. 
Among the few species which have been published of this genus, and which 
apparently all belong to the subconglomerate coal, none presents as fine 
and as regular an appearance as this in the disposition of tbg tubercles. 
The depression marked at a is apparently the place of a branch. Locality : 
Ma!e's coal-bank. 

10, Diplotegium truncatum, Sp. nov. (PI. 4, fig. 1). Stem apparently 
broad, marked by elevated, half-round, elongated, truncate scars, which are 
the base of broken leaves. These scars are regularly placed in spiral ^ 
rows. This species could be referred to a Knorria but for the abrupt and 
irregular fracture of the point of the scars. Locality : Male's coal-bank. 

11, Lepidodendron diphtegioidea, Sp. nov. {PI. 4, fig. 2). In Mr. Corda's 
description of Diplotegium Brownianum, the decorticated part of the stem 
shows rhomboidal scars somewhat resembling those of this figure. It may 
thus be that the specimen described here is referable to the former species 
though the scars are very different. They appear related to a true Lepido- 
dendron, nearly related indeed by the central scar to Lepidodendron sigilla- 
rioides, Lsqx, Till some better specimens are found, the name can be pre- 
served. Found in the shales of Prog-bayou coal-bank. 

12, Lepidophloioe irregularis, Sp. nov. (PI, 4, fig. 3.) Stem tree-like ; 
bark covered with scales left by the base of the deciduous leaves ; scars 
rhomboidal, irregularly placed and of various size, with a broadly rhom- 
boidal small scar at its upper part, showing the place of attachment of the 
leaves, and marked by three vascular points. The specimen figured here 
is the only part found at Male's coal, except a still smaller specimen found 
at James's Fork of Poteau. The scales either covering part of the scars, 
or detached, are visible enough, apparently lacerated and reflexed. But 
the irregularity of the eeai"a may be due to a mechanical action of com- 
pression or decomposition, and a larger piece of the species would be 
needed to indicate its true characters. 

13, Cardiocarpon ingens, Sp. nov, (PI. 4, fli.g. 4, and 4fl!.) A large and 
beautiful fruit, heart-shaped in its general outline, deeply notched at the 
point and surrounded by a broad, narrowly striated margin. Though fig. 
4 a is more pointed, it appears to represent the same species as fig. 4. Both 
were found at Male's coal, and a specimen like fig. 4 was found also at 
Frog Bayou. 

14, Qardioearpon affine, Sp. nov. (PI. 4, fig. 5.) Perhaps this species 
represents an unripe or undeveloped state of the former. It is rounded at 
the base, pointed at the top, marked by a cordiform, basilar depression 
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which, in the epeeimen, is filled with a coaly matter, and which looks like 
the place of a kernel. The top is also marked by two diverging small 
hollows appearing like the two cotyledons of certain fruits of our time. 
This ia said only concerning the form, and not to show any relation what- 
ever between the fruits of the coal and those of the dicotyledonous plants 
which cannot belong to the coah If by the ripening and the enlarging 
of this fruit the marked depressions became joined together, and if the 
outer envelope marked by the striated margin a was destroyed, we would 
have just the same form in this species as the one marked fig. 4. Hence 
the name given to it. It was found both at the same places and on the 
same shaJes as the former. 

15. Carpolithes plattmarginatus, Lsqx. This fruit has the form of an ' 
almond, and might be perhaps referred to Carpolithes am.ygdalceformi«, 
Qiip. k Berg. It has already been published in a different form for the 
Report of the State Geological Survey of Pennsylvania. The general 
outline is oval, but it is often enlarged at the base, more pointed above, 
and with a narrow margin or no margin at alh It was found at Male's 
coal-bank and Lee creek, and ascends above the Conglomerate; at least in 
Pennsylvania it was found in the lowest coal of Trevorton, between two 
beds of conglomerate. 

16. Calamites unduhtus, Sternb. (PI, 4, fig, 7, and 7 a.) This species 
is common enough in America and in Europe, in connection with the 
lowest strata of the coal. It has been already published by different 
authors; but the articulations have never been figured and described; and 
as this species is considered by some as doubtful, or only as a variety of 
Calamites eiAnnceformis, Brgt,, it becomes, in the form in which it is pub- 
lished, as interesting as a new one. The ribs, in the natural and corti- 
cated state are smooth, irregularly undulated, separated by a deep smooth 
furrow. In the decorticated state, or when the carbonaceous pellicle which 
covers the stem is removed, the ribs appear nearly flat, marked by hori- 
zontal and numerous wrinkles separated by a broad smooth line (fig. 7 a). 
On the articulations which are deeply marked, the base of each farrow is 
marked by an oval point which is scarcely a tubercle, and which varies in 
its form and size. 

17. Sphenopteris deeipiens, Lsqx. (PI. 5, fig. 1, and la.) A bipinnately 
divided branch of fern with short, lanceolate, somewhat obtuse pinnfe and 
variable pinnules mostly round in outline. By the form of the leaflets 
this species has a great likeness to Alethopteris nervosa, Brgt., but differs 
by its peculiar nervation ; the somewhat thick medial nerve running along 
the rachis to its point of attachment (flg. 1 a). The nei-vules of this 
species are generally obsolete and scarcely visible. In Alethopteris nervosa 
they are, on the contraiy, deep and well-marked. Found at James' Fork 
of Poteau, 

18. Netiropteria tenuifoUa, Brgt. (PI. 5, fig. 2 to 6.) Though this s 
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resemblea Neuropteris flexuoso, Brgt., it is easily diatinguished by the mora 
generally rounded base of the leaflets. It is very variable in size, and 
sometimes the leaflets are expanded on one side and somewhat auriculated. 
The veinlets, though thin and generally divided two or three times, are 
more distinct than in I^europteris Jlexuosa. The species is interesting with 
regard to its distribution, and it was worth figuring it hero because the 
Arkansas specimens show for the first time two extreme sizes of the leaflets 
of that fern. Fig. 2 is a very large, and fig. 6 a very small form, which 
have not been published before. Moreover, at least in America, the 
species looks peculiar to the lowest coal. It was found in abundance at 
Shamokin, Pennsylvania, in connection with the lowest bed of coal, either 
just above the Conglomerate, or between two strata of that formation. 
In Europe, if there is identity in the species, it has been found as high as 
the 'New Red Sandstone. It was seen at all the openings of the coal of 
Arkansas. 

19. Odontopteris intermedia, Sp. nov. (PI. 5, fig. 7.) This species appears 
to be intermediate between Odontopteris Brardii, Brgt., and Odontopteris 
crenulata of the same author. It differs from the former by shorter leaflets 
united to the middle, and by the basilar inferior leaflet which does not 
differ in form from the other, and is separated from the last species by 
entire leaflets and a more straight nervation. In our species, the leaflets 
are somewhat obtuse ; the medial nerve is marked sometimes, or entirely 
obsolete ; the nervules are vei-y thin and obsolete. Both primary and 
secondary rachis are broad and flat. Better specimens will be needed to 
flx the validity of this species which, in any case, has not been found till 
now in America, but at Jenny Lind prairie coal-bank. 

20. Mhabdocarpus minutus, Sp. nov. {PL 5, fig. 8 and 8 a). A small 
fruit, of which the natural size, fig. 8, is enlarged, fig. 8 a. It is oval in 
outline, marked with a small notch at the base, and regularly and minutely 
ribbed. Found at James' fork of Poteau, and at Male's coal-bank. 

21. RUzolithes palmatifldm, Sp. iiov. (PI. 5, fig. 9). Evidently a root, 
perhaps the root of Cordaites Borassifolia, Xing. ; this last species being 
found in great abundance in connection with this root at Frog bayou coal- 
bank. "With this root there was at the same place a fine branch of a 
Stigmaria, with distant leaves, scars very small, irregularly placed, and 
more distant than in any other species of this genus. It might perhaps 
be referred to Stigmaria irregularig, Lesq., of the Pennsylvania Geological 
Report. Want of room prevents its being figured. 

22. Dyctiopteria ohliqua? Bunb. (Plate 5, fig. 10 and 106). This small 
leaflet, fig. 10, enlarged fig. 106, is referred with doubt to this species. It 
belongs evidently to a species of the genus Dyctiopterig. But the leaflet 
is too small and too regular to agree with the species, ifcvertheless, as 
nothing more was found of this plant but the small leaflet, it is not suffi- 
cient to give characters to a new species. Found at James' Fork of Poteau. 
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23. Blattina venueta, Spec. dov. (PI. 5, fig. 11.) It is one of the most 
interesting remains found in the coal formations of America, It shows 
the upper wing, partly hroken, of an insect related to the genus Blatta, of 
of which our common cockroach {Blatta Americana) ia a species. Prof. 
Germar has already figured and described in Germany some of these 
always very rare remains ; but our species differs much from all those which 
have been found in the coal of Europe. The wing represented, fig. 12, 
belongs to the still living species, Blatta Maderce ; it is copied from the 
figure of M. Germar, and shows the greatest likeness to ours. Its nervules 
are also, though more remotely, marked by transverse reticulations. This 
fossil wing found in the shales of Frog bayou, has apparently its extremity 
broken out, and its general outline is likeiy the same as that of fig. 12. 
The presence, in the coal-measures, of insects of which the identical type 
has been preserved till our epoch, is a remarkable phenomenon of natural 
history, and could not be but carefully recorded. 



SPECIES OP FOSSIL PLANTS FOUND AT DIFFERENT LOCALITIES IN THE 
SUBCONGLOMEEATE COAL-BEDS OF ARKANSAS. 

Mak'B Jenny Jomea' 

Co^l- ^^^ ^™K LiDd Fork of 

liauk. <:tee's.- Beijou. ^,^i,i^ Poteau. 

1. Alethopteria nervosa, Brgt., .... " " 

2. Alethopteris Owenii, Sp, nov., . . . " " " 

3. Aonularia sphetiophjlloides, ting., . . ii " 

4. Asteroplijllites equisetifoi'mis, Stemb., 

6. AaterophjUites gracilis, Sp. nov., . . " 

6. Blattina venusta, Sp. nov., .... " 

7. Bornia? Sp. nov., " 

8. CalamlteB approsimatua, Sternli., . . ■' « h 

9. Calamites cruciatus, Brgt., . . . . " " 
10. Ca1amit«a undulatua, Sternb., ... ' 
IL Cardioearpon affine, 8p. nov., ... " 

12. CardiocarpoQ ingens, Sp, nov., ..." " 

13. Carpolithes platimargiontus, Lsqx., . " " 

14. Cocdaites borassifolia, Ung., . . . . " " 

15. Cyclopteris {broken specimen), ... " 

16. Diplotegium truncatum, Sp. nov., . . " 
IT. Halonia pulehella, Sp. nov., .... " 

18. Hymenophjllites flexicanlis, Sp. nov., . " " 

19. Hjmenopbyllites, Sp. nov.,* .... 

20. Lepidodendron diplotegioidea, Sp. nov., " 

21. Lepidodendron modulatum, Lsqs., . . " " 

22. Lepidodendron vestitum, Lsqs., ..." " 

* Specimens too small for close determination. 
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23. Lepidophloioa irregulare, sp, nov., . 

24. Lepidophjllnm brevifoliura, Lsqx., . 

25. Lepidophjllura lanceolatum, Brgt., . 

26. Lepidophjllum, leaves of Lepidoden 

2^. Lepidophjllum majus, Brgt.j . . . 

28. Neuropteris fimbriata, I.sqx.j . . 

29. Neuropteris birsuta, Lsqs., . . . 

30. Neuropteris tenaifalia, Brgt., . . - 

31. Neoropteria veroicularia, Lsqx., . 

32. Odontoptecis intermedia, Sp. nov., . 

33. Pecopteria villosa? Brgt., .... 

34. RbabdocQirpos minutus, Sp. nov., . 

35. BhizoKthea palmatifida, Sp. dot., . 

36. Sigilkria retici:ilata, Sp. nov., . . 
31. Sigillaria, Spec, nov., 

38. SpLeuopbjlluni bifurcatuni, Sp. nov., 

39. Splienophjllura longifolium, Gutb.,. 

40. SphenophjUum Schlotheimii, St., . 

41. Sphenopteris dilatata, Sp. nov , , . 

42. Spbeoopteria decipicus, Lsqx., . . 

43. Spbenopteris Gutbieriaiia, Germ., . 

44. Spbenoplerie obtusiloba, Brgt., . . 

45. Staphjilopteris stellata, 8p. nov., . 

46. Stigmaria ficoldes, Brgt., .... 

47. Stigmaria irregularis, Lsqx., . . . 

48. Stigmatocanna ? 



Prom a view of this table, the following conclusions can be drawn. 
That of forty-eight enumerated epeciee, eighteen are new, and conse- 
quently have not been found above the Millstone Grit. Two more, repre- 
sented by broken specimens, are perhaps new also, and thus 26 to 28 
species of the Arkansas coal have been found before in strata of coal 
above the Conglomerate formation, at other places in the United States 
coal-fields. I doubt not that if we had had a whole day to spend at 
Male's coal-bank instead of an hour, we would, with the assistance of Mr. 
Cox, have collected at least a dozen other new species. But the number 
of old and already known species would have been greater also, since in a 
hurried examination I could note only the most marked species which 
were seen. Therefore the coal plants of the Male's bank may be con- 
sidered as presenting in a fair average the proportion of old and new 
species of plants pertaining to the coal-beds below the Millstone Grit. 
Admitting this, I do not think that this proportion of new species of 
plants of the Arkansas coal-measures authorizes a separation of these 
measures from the beds above the Conglomerate ; permitting the dis- 
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tinction of another name (that oi false coal-measures), as if they were a 
peculiar formation. The proportion of large epeciea and foesil trees ap- 
pears to be greater in Arkansas. But the eame proportion continues, 
though in decreasing order, till we reach coal No. 1 A and coal No. 1 B 
above the Millstone Grit. And certainly the difference in the species 
between these last strata and coal Jfo. 4 placed at the base of the Maho- 
ning Sandstone, at a distance of about 250 feet, more or lees, would appear 
far greater than between the Subconglomerate coal of Arkansas and coal 
No. 1 B. 

New discoveries of fossil plants by the Geological State Survey of 
Illinois show the proportion of large trees increasing as far down as below 
the Upper Archimedes Limestone, where a thin bed of coal is sometimes 
present, as at Fayetteville. Nevertheless, the plants of this low position 
are still of the same genera as those of the true Coal-measures, and half of 
them, at least, have the same specific characters. Thus, it is evident that 
the true Coal-measures descend as low as the Subcarboniferous Limestone 
and even can be counted to the second bed of the Archimedes Limestone. 
Not much coal is formed there, it is true, but it is the beginning, the 
infancy of the epoch, which, as at the time of its decrepitude and near its 
end, has the strata of combustible matter scarcely formed and thin. 

It is impossible now to establish a close comparison between the strata of 
the Old Eed Sandstone of Pennsylvania and the Subcarboniferous Lime- 
stone of the West, which, following the assertion of some geologists, occupy 
its place. From some data formerly collected, the Bed Sandstone of 
Pennsylvania had very few species, if any, identical with those of the Coal- 
measnrea. It is characterized especially by the species of true Noeggera- 
thia which have never been found in connection with the coal, and which 
I have found in abundance in the red shales immediately underlying the 
conglomerate formations of Mauch Chunk and Pottsville, and lower still. 

It would be even more difficult to compare the distribution of the plants 
of the Coal-measures and of the New Red Sandstone or Permian overlying 
them. The Permian is scarcely known in America, and no plants have 
been found in it. But in Europe, the proportion of the vegetable species 
common to the Permian and the Coal-measures is no more than eight per 
cent, while between the Subconglomerate coal and the Coal-measures above 
the Conglomerate, the proportion of common species is from fifty to fifty- 
five. Moreover, with the appearance of the Permian, a number of entirely 
diilerent typical forms, mostly Coniferse (Araucarites, Walchia, Pinites, 
&c.), appear at once; and these forms having no relation whatever to the 
genera of plants of the coal-measures indicate a new epoch in the vege- 
tation. Thus it is certain, that if we should separate, as some geolo- 
gists have done, the Subconglomerate coal as a peculiar formation, we 
would do it against the general laws of distribution of the species and 
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would be forced to consider each peculiar bed of coal as a separate forma- 
tion or rather as an epoch. 

The other eonclueiona taken from the examination of the table are in 
favor of the horizontal identity of all the coal strata of Arkansas, the ap- 
parent difference in their species resulting from the small number of fossil 
plants which have been found at some localities. Thus the coal of James' 
Fork of Poteau where, after Male's coal-bank, the largest number of fossil 
pJanta were seen, has, in twenty-five species, ten species in common with 
Male's coal, some of which are new and apparently truly characteristic of the 
subconglomeratie coal. Of ten species collected at Jenny Lind coal-bank, 
eight were seen also at the James' Fork of Poteau. Seven of the eight 
species of Lee creek coal have been found also at Male'a, and of eleven 
fossil plants found in the shales at Frog Bayou, seven belong also to Male's 
coal-bank. Taking into consideration the insufficiency of the researches 
and the distance of the coal -banks where the plants were found, it is easily 
admitted that this approximate identity of species shows with great proba- 
bility, if not with certainty, that the coal-banks or strata reported above 
are to be placed on the same geological horizon. 



LIGNITES OP AEEAKSAS, ASD FOSSIL PLANTS OF THE SAME FORMATION. 

The Lignite formation is easily distinguished from the Coal-measures, as 
well by its distribution, its geological position, the chemical compounds of 
its combustible matter, as by the plants by which it is accompanied. From 
the few data which have been collected in Arkansas it appears that the 
lignites of that State are found generally near the base of the Tertiary 
measures.* They have been formed by a'n accidental deposition of a 
certain quantity of wood, apparently transported by rivers or some other 
agency, or even perhaps are composed of the heaped remains of trees 
which grew in marshes and swamps at the place where beds of lignites are 
now found. The areas which they cover with strata of combustible matter 
ia extremely variable. Sometimes they extend themselves for hundreds of 
miles, preserving a constant horizon ; sometimes they have only a few feet 
in diameter, and appear either thin or like a broken and heaped compound 
of combustible black matter, irregularly placed at various horizons in the 
same vicinity. Beds of Lignites are generally intermixed with clay or 
sand. Their overlying strata are not shales, but mostly soft, black or yellow 
plastic clay or sand. The numerous remains of plants found in this soft 
matter are of course decayed, broken, and undistinguishable. 

The only bed of Lignites which I had an opportunity of examining in 

* See Sections in Ihe Report of the State Geologist. 
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Arkansas, is exposed on Little Cypress Creek, Dallas county, on the pro- 
perty of Mr. "Watson, It crops out on tbe nearly perpendicular and much 
disturbed bank of the creek, is one to two feet thick, sometimes black and 
a compound of pure combustible matter much softer than stone coal or 
true coal, sometimes formed of alternate layers of soft clay with bands of 
black and pure lignite, from one to two inches thick. There are apparently 
two beds of lignite exposed on this bank. The one, nearly at the top of 
the bank, is overlaid by one foot of black soft clay covered with about 
twenty feet of argillaceous sand. The other exposed a little lower down 
the creek appears separated from the former by nine feet of soft plastic 
clay without plants. As the bank has been much disturbed by the erosions 
of its soft parts, which have caused slips and local subsidences, it is still 
possible that there is only one bed of lignite formed there, parts of which 
have accidentally been broken off and dropped down the declivity of the 
bank. 

In counties where wood is still abundant, beds of tertiary lignites are 
perhaps, for the present, of no'great value. Nevertheless, when the com- 
bustible mineral is pure, the amount of carbon which the matter con- 
tains is always greater than it is in wood. Following the analysis of two 
specimens of lignite of Green county,* the amount of carbon in the 
matter is fifty-three to fifty-seven per cent., when the carbon of wood 
does not amount to more than forty to forty-five per cent. Thus, these 
beds of lignites may become valuable in the future, especially for the navi- 
gation of the steamboats on the rivers. 

As beds of lignite, found in the southeastern part of Arkansas have been 
taken sometimes for strata of true mineral coal by persons unacquainted 
with the distribution of the geological formation, it is well to present in a 
single table, and for comparison, some of the fossil leaves which are gene- 
rally found in connection with these beds of recent origin. All the leaves 
found fossil in the Tertiary, recall forms which we are in the habit of 
seeing around us on the trees of our time. Most of the genera, even some 
of the species are the same. Thus we have with the lignitic formation, 
fossil leaves of the oaks, walnuts, beeches, magnolias, elms, and others ; 
mostly leaves of Dicotyledonous trees, easily recognized by the branching 
of the veins. On the other hand, the fossil leaves of the true coal are 
mostly ferns, and the other remains represent the scars on the striae of the 
bark of trees of which the form, the direction and the remarkable 
regularity is entirely at variance with the rough and irregular surface of the 
bark of our trees. (See PI. 3, fig. 1, 2, and 3.) 

The leaves figured on Plate VI were not found in the tertiary strata of 
Arkansas. The time of exploration was too short to permit researches 

* Ist yoluine of the Efiport, p. 177. 
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for foaail leaves, which could be found only by opening the clay-banks 
overlying the lignites. But they were taken from the chalk-banks of the 
Mississippi and from the red shales of Tennessee, of which the position is 
apparently a little superior to the place generally occupied by the beds of 
lignite and certainly of the same age. 



DESCBIPIIOS OF roSSIL LEAVES OP THE TERTIARY. 

1, Magnolia Milgardiana, Sp. nov. (PI. 6, fig. 1). Apparently a leaf of a 
new species of the beautiful genus Magnolia. It has a great likeness to 
Magnolia tripetala, Michx. (the umbrella-tree), but is rounded and not 
pointed at its base. The nerves marked on the figure are a little broader 
than on the specimen. The primary and secondary nerves are strong and 
distinct, much curved upwards near the margin of the leaves. The ter- 
tiary veinleta are obsolete, at least on the specimens figured here, but from 
other specimens appear nearly straight and perpendicular to the secondary 
veins. The margin of the leaves and their surface is undulated. The spe- 
cimens were communicated by Prof. Eug. W. Hilgard, to whom this species 
is dedicated. 

2, Rhamnus marginatus, Sp, nov. (PI. 6, fig. 2). This leaf, from various 
broken specimens of the same species, appears to have been generally oval- 
lanceolate, somewhat obtuse, and entire. The nervation ia distinct. Pri- 
mary and secondary nerves broad and thick, tertiary veinlets perpendicular 
to the secondary veins and about continuous. The secondary veins curving 
upwards and running up along the borders give to the leaf the appearance 
of being marginated. It is related to Bhamnus Carolinianus (Walt,), (the 
Carolina buckthorn), a common species in Arkansas, The fossil plant is 
found in the red shales of Tennessee and also, apparently at least, in the 
chalk-banks of Columbus, Kentucky. 

3, Quereus Saffordii, Sp. nov. (PI. 6, fig. 3). A very fine species of oak 
which, as far as I know, has no relation with any species now living on the 
continent of America, The leaves are nearly linear, from four to sixinches 
long, taper pointed, with the margins cut by sharp, regular, distant teeth 
to near the base, where they are narrowed in a short petiole. The medial 
nerve is broad and flat ; the secondary nerves are of two kinds ; long and 
running to the points of tho teeth ; or intermediate to them and shorter. 
This species was found and communicated by Prof. James M. Saffbrd, 
State Geologist of Tennessee, whose name it bears. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

The distribution of the planta of a country, according to the nature of 
its geological formations, is extremely difficult to settle with any chances 
of reliability. It has been asserted with apparent reason : 

1st. That it is still uncertain if the chemical elements of the soil, even 
if it was proved that they are directly depending on the nature of the 
underlying geological strata, have a perceptible influence on the vegeta- 
tion which naturally covers any peculiar place. That, in any case, the 
amount of influence which the chemical constitution of the soil exercises 
upon the distribution of the vegetation is still problematical. 

2d. That the geologieai elements, viz., the particles resulting from the 
decomposition of the rocks and entering into the composition of the soil, 
even if their influence on the vegetation were well marked, are generally 
disseminated by water and atmospheric agency to a great distance from 
the areas occupied by the formations from which they come. The lime 
of a limestone ridge, the sand of a mountain of sandstone are carried 
down the declivities, spread over other kind of rocks, transported to the 
alluvial plains, or deposited on the banks of rivers and thus mixed toge- 
ther in a peculiar compound which, in its new state, has but an indirect 
relation to the rocks from which it is derived, and no relation whatever to 
the formations which it covers. Moreover, the frequent alternations of 
strata of sandstone and of limestone which compose the rocks of the great 
Valley of the Mississippi, Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, and Tertiary, 
prevent an exact limitation of the area over which each of them may 
extend its influence. Thus, it has been generally admitted that physical 
circumstances more actively govern the distribution of the vegetation of a 
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country than can chemical constitnents of the rocka. Consequently, that 
the direction of the ridges, the amount of light and atmospheric heat and 
moisture, the thickness of the soil, its hardness and capacity for retaining 
water, are the essential causes of the distribution of the plants. 

These considerations may be true, but they touch only one side of a 
complex and difficult question which cannot be discussed now. If the 
hardness, compactness of a soil, its capacity for retaining water and heat, 
are essential causes affecting the distribution of the plants, it ia evident 
that this cause depends principally on the chemical nature of the geolo- 
gical strata. On the other hand, if the dissemination of the geological 
elements rendera the task of ascertaining tlieir influence difficult in some 
places, it is not a reason to reject as useless or impossible any attempt to 
compare the vegetation of a country with its geological formations. If 
this comparison can be made anywhere witb a chance of success, it is cer- 
tainly in Arkansas, where the strata are nearly horizontal and extend over 
vast areas. 

The exploration of the Botany of Arkansas began too late and was too 
short to permit the fulfilling of a work which for its completion would 
require some years of continual research. The following data collected 
along our road of travel can thus be considered only as the first points of 
delineating lines which may be continued and completed hereafter. 



MAMMOTH EPRINQ OF FULTON COUNTr. 

The Mammoth Spring of Fulton County has been already described on 
page 60 of the first volume of this Keport. Its water is almost entirely 
filled with aquatic plants covering its bed even to a great depth or floating 
on the surface. A phenomenon like this, in a spring of so wide an extent, 
18 remarkable enough to merit an examination. 

It is well known that plants absorb by the green surface of their leaves 
a certain amount of carbonic acid which serves them as food, and whicb 
they transform into carbon. Springs emerging from limestone rocks 
generally contain carbonic acid in small quantity and thus may nourish 
some plants in their water. 

The water of the Mammoth Spring, either by compression or from some 
other peculiar cause, contains, apparently, in solution, such a great amount 
of carbonic acid that its surface is in a continuous state of effervescence 
or bubbling, resembling the eftervescence of a fountain of soda water. 
Perhaps the phenomenon is caused by atmospheric air taken into the water 
.by its running througb beds of porous cherty limestone from which it 
emerges. This would not alter the conclusion, because atmospheric air 
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containing carbonic acid, has the same influence in promoting vegeta- 
tion. 

"Whatever the cause may he, the bottom of the Mammoth Spring, at a 
depth of four to eight feet, under the clear water of the fountain, is covered 
with a carpet of moss of a species [Eypnum noteropAyllum, Sull. & Lsqx.) 
which generally, and at other localities, grows on stones washed by only a 
few inches of running water. These mosses, torn in great bunches from 
the bottom, rising up to the surface and floating with the current, are 
stopped by the leaves and stems of large water-plants, to which they 
remain attached, and by continuous agglomeration of other mosses, or 
broken pieces of plants, they form on the surface of the water, wherever 
the current is not too strong, floating carpets of green turf, which become 
strong enough to sustain the vegetation of a few species of land plants. 
The species generally found with the mosses composing this floating turf 
are : the Horned Pond-weed [Zanniehellia palustris, L.) which lives also 
under deep water, and is uprooted from the bottom; three species of 
Duck's meat, small round floating plants, which generally live on the 
surface of ponds, but which are here in an unparalleled abundance, with 
broken branches of all the other species which vegetate in the spring. 
The compactness of the floating carpet is still increased by small mollusca, 
especially by a small species with soft shell [Fkym aneillaria, Say.) which 
lives there in immense numbers, feeding upon the decomposed pieces of 
broken plants. It is especially these mollusca with the Duck's meat which 
attract the water fowls, providing them with a delicate, never-failing and 
abundant food. The constant temperature of the water (60°) favors, appa- 
rently, the development of animal life, at least for the shells, and is another 
cause of allurement for the fowls, especially during the winter months.* 

A number of other species of plants worth mentioning live in the 
Spring, attaching their roots to the bottom, and raising their long stems 
to the surface. Around the principal very deep and central basin of 
the fountain there are two species of Pond-weed (Potamogeton natans and 
P. lucens) with stems at least twelve feet long. Where the water is 
swifter-running, and not deeper than four to six feet, species of the "Water 
Milfoil, another Pond-weed (Potamogeton compres8us), the "Water Persi- 
caria, the American Brooklime, the Burr-reed, the Water-weed, the Water 
Starwort (two species) fill the water with the multitude of their long 
stems and branches. iNear the borders, but still in water one foot deep at 
least, one finds the Marsh Speedwell, the Mint, introduced by the Indians ? 
and growing with great luxuriance, the Spotted Touch-me-not, the Bur- 

* It is a reiuacbttl)!e fact that no fishes are found in the spring above the dam, la this phe- 
nomenon caaaed bj the constant temperature of the water, or bj the ciuautllj of air or carbonic 
*cid which it evolves? 
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Marigold, the Water-cress, probably also introduced, the Penny-wort, the 
"Water-Parsnip, and some other species.* 

Some of these plants, especially the Pond-weed {Potamogeton compres- 
sus, L.), the "Water Persicaria, the American Erooklime, grow in the bed 
of Spring Eiver, below the bed o? the Mammoth Spring. The cattle of 
the vicinity greedily feed on them, and thrive finely, though spending 
whole days in water. The two last species of plants, when growing on 
wet soil, as they generally do, and under atmospheric influence, are some- 
what bitter, hard, and scarcely touched by the cattle. Under water they 
are subjected, by deprivation of a full light, to a kind of chlorosis or etio- 
lation, whicb renders them tender and nutritive. The Indian rice and the 
Rice cut-grass grow also below the dam along the muddy banks. 

I truly regret that it does not come within my province to dwell on the 
natural beauty of the Mammoth Spring and of the billy country surround- 
ing it. The place will doubtless in the future acquire great importance as 
affording a healthy and pleasant place of summer resort. 



PRAIRIES OP ARKANSAS. 

e entering into the examination of the botanical distribution charac- 
teristic of the part of Arkansas which I explored, there is still a peculiar 
question which cannot be easily treated elsewhere, and which calls at once 
for an examination. 

The Prairies of Arkansas do not appear to have been formed all in the 
same manner. They are underlaid by different formations, situated at 
various elevations, and their general aspect differs apparently so much, 
that it looks as if a peculiar law had directed the formation of each of 
them. 

I have explained elsewheref the general formation of the prairies, and 
ascribed it to the agency of water. All the prairies still in a state 
of formation along the great lakes of the North are nothing else but 
marshes slowly passing to dry land by slow recession of water. "When 
land is continually covered by low stagnant water, its only vegetation is 
that of the Rushes and of the Sedges. "When the same land is alter- 
nately subjected to long inundations and then to dryness, during some 
months of the year, the same plants continue to cover it. By their de- 
composition these marshy plants produce a peculiar ground, either black, 
light, permeable when it is mixed with sand, as it is near the borders of 
the lakes, or hard, cold, impermeable when it is mixed with clay or muddy 

* For Latin names and for otier species of plants of the Mammotli Spring, see Catologua of 
the Flanta of Arkansas. 

t Bulletin of the Society of Naturai Scwnces of Neuchatel (1856). 
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alluvium, as in some marshes underlaid by clay or shales, or along the 
banks of some rivers. Land continually covered with stagnant water 
cannot produce any trees, because the trees require for their growth, like 
most of the terrestrial plants, the introduction of atmospheric air to their 
roots. Neither do trees germinate and grow on a ground alternately 
covered with stagnant water and exposed to dryness for some months of 
the year. From these considerations, the law of the general formation 
of the prairies can be deduced: 'Wliile a land or a part of a country is 
slowly passing from the state of swamp or marsli to the state of dry land 
the annual alternative of stagnant water and dryness causes the vegetation 
of peculiar plants, which, by their decomposition, form a peculiar soil un- 
favorable to the growth of the trees. From this general rule of formation, 
which regards only the prairies of the Mississippi valley,* all the different 
phenomena or peculiar appearances of the prairies can be easily explained. 

The prairies of Arkansas, following their vegetation and their geological 
connection, may be separated into three classes: 

let. The prairies of the North, mostJy underlaid by cherty limestone. 

2d. The prairies of the "West, on carboniferous shales and clay. 

3d. The prairies of the South and East, overlying tertiary and alluvial 
formations. 

let. The limestone prairies of North Arkansas mostly belong to the 
counties which are examined in the next division. They are singular in 
this fact, that their surface is not always flat, and that they are mostly 
placed on soft declivities or coves along or between the ridges. They are 
mostly of small extent and surrounded by thickets of low trees. The 
compact or somewhat porous Subcarboniferous Limestone which they cover 
does not absorb water with rapidity. Hence, in the spring, water perco- 
lates slowly along the elopes, taking with it the detritus of the etone, and 
depositing it where its course is either stopped or slackened. A scant 
swamp vegetation springs up there, its decomposed remains are mixed 
with the original deposit, which, by and by, augments in thickness under 
the action of water and of vegetation. This soil is naturally spongy, pre- 
serves water for a part of the year, like the peat, which it resembles, and 
thus cannot sustain trees. They establish themselves on a firmer ground 
all around. When by successive contribution of limestone deposited by 
water and of particles of humus received from the plants this soil has 
become thick enough, it is, when drained by a few ditches (serving as 
channels for the water of the rainy season), a fertile and easily cultivated 
ground. The channels of drainage are generally formed by a natural 
depression, the depth of which varies with the thickness of the soil of each 

* The prairies of the tar West, along the eastern base of the Rockj Mounfains, are true sandy 
ideBCrtB, CBUGed bj the drjoess of the atmOBphere, 
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prairie. In this ease, as coarser materiala are of course heaped oa the 
banks of these creeks, a few trees grow along them. They are mostly 
stunted specimens of the Post-Oak, the Rock Chestnut Oak, the Persimmon, 
the Moekernut, the Juniper, and a shrub, Bumelia lanuginom, Pers. The 
characteristic herbaceous plants of these limestone prairies are especially: 
Ambrosia polystachr/a, Kuhnia Eupatorioides, A»ter aericeus, Groton capita' 
turn, Grindelia lanceolata, Palafoxia eallosa, Oxibaphus albidus, &c., species 
which are not found on the prairies of other formation. Besides these 
plants they are covered with a great number of species belonging to the 
prairies in genera!. 

Between this and the second division of the prairies, viz., of those which 
are formed on the Carboniferous shales and clay, there is a remarkable 
transition, which unites both divisions, or rather shows their common 
origin. In the western parts of Benton and the northern part of Washing- 
ton counties some flat prairies, formed like those of the second division, 
and underlaid by shales or red clay, have still at their surface some isolated 
patches of Subcarboniferous eherty limestone, which appear here and there, 
breaking the general horizontality like small mounds. Possibly these low 
mounds could support the vegetation of the trees, and they may have been 
transformed into prairies by the influence of fire, which is a secondary 
agent of their formation. But the soil which covers them is exactly of the 
same nature as the soil of the surrounding prairies, and as their height is 
no more than two or tliree feet, they may have been formed in the same 
manner and by the agency of water. 

2d. The prairies on the Carboniferous shales are generally flat, sur- 
rounded by hills, or at least by a higher border, which gives them the 
appearance of the bottom of drained lakes. These prairies are of various 
extent, and although they may overlie different kinds of ground or geo- 
logical foiTaation, in Arkansas they are generally underlaid by Carbon- 
iferous fire-clay or shales. In the spring they are covered with water 
which cannot percolate, and become true marshes for a time, and have 
the vegetation of marshes : the rushes and the sedges. This semi-aquatic 
vegetation gives, according to the nature of the underlying strata, either 
a hard, compact, cold soil, by decomposition of shales or clay ; or, when 
mixed with sand, the peaty black soil of the prairies of Illinois and of the 
Northern States. In the summer months, these marshy prairies become 
dry by evaporation, and as it happens with the prairies of the first section, 
the alternative of too much water and of dryness in the soil prevents the 
growth of trees. 

These prairies are more sterile or rather more difficult to cultivate th^n 
those of the former section, as we shall have occasion to see when exa- 
mining the counties of Sebastian, Franklin, &c., where this kind of prairie 
is mostly found. A few trees, — the "Water Oak, the Pin Oak, the Honey 
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Locust, — grow along the creeks which meander in their middle. The soil 
is, in its natural state, mostly covered with the great Compositse of the 
prairies and the hard grasses, species of Beard-grass and Broom-corn. 

The prairies of the third class are extensively formed in Arkansas on the 
Tertiary or Alluvial land bordering some rivers of the South, especially lied 
River. Our exploration did not extend to that part of the State. It is 
very probable that these prairies have been formed in the same manner 
and by the same agency as those of the other sections. From the catalogue 
of Mr, Nuttall, who explored these plains, their plants appear somewhat 
different from those of the other prairies. They rather bear the character 
of a "Western Flora, or of the Flora of the plains extending toward Mexico. 



GEOLOGICAL HATURE OP THE SOIL AND VEGETATION IS PDLTON, MARION, 
CARROLL, MADISON, AND BEHTON COUNTIES. 

The characteristic formations of all these counties are: the Silurian 
either cherty or compact limestone, with some strata of sandstone, and the 
Suhcarboniferous cherty or compact limestone, with alternating beds of 
shales or of sandstone. The geographical character of the country is that 
of a plateau divided into a series of successive ridges by numerous clear 
creeks, mostly running southward or northward to White River, or by 
some of its forks. "When these ridges are composed of compact, hard mag- 
nesian limestone, they are nearly barren, the top only being covered with 
a scanty vegetation. AVben the limestone is somewhat porous and reten- 
tive of water, the flat surfaces of the tops, or even the declivities of the 
ridges, are covered with prairies. Where the rock is soft and easily dis- 
aggregated it is mostly covered with trees. 

In the eastern part of Fulton County, the ridges, mostly of cherty lime- 
stone, are rocky, but, nevertheless, covered with trees of small size : the 
Mockernut Hickory, the Black Jack and the Post Oak. The top of these 
ridges is clothed by a luxuriant vegetation of grasses and numerous species 
of herbaceous plants, thus furnishing a good and abundant pasture for 
cattle, especially for sheep. A great number of them could be raised in 
this country. The slopes are gentle and covered with humus, or with a 
soil of greater fertility than might be supposed from the stunted growth of 
the trees. It is the Hickory or Mulatto-barren soil, sotl, permeable, of a 
grayish color, producing abundant crops of corn (fifty to sixty bushels to 
the acre in favorable situations), and especially wheat (twenty-five to thirty- 
five bushels an acre}. The trees naturally growing on this kind of ground 
are scattered or distant, of the same species as those of the ridges, with the 
Red, the Black, and the White Oak. The Spanish Oak is also mixed with 
this vegetation, but it is scarce, and of the remarkable variety Quercua 
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tridentata, Engl. By the form of its leaves and the small size of the tree, 
this variety would appear as a true species, were it not that westward and 
in coming to the sandstone it la seen passing hy and hy into its normal 
form. The trees become larger, and the three-pointed leaves remain still 
upon the lowest branches of the tree, while higher up, the other leaves are 
cut into from four to six long narrow divisions. On the Hickory barrens 
the trees are generally of a small size, and the forests without underwood, 
— a phenomenon which may be caused eitherby the hardness of the rock, 
which cannot be easily penetrated by the roots, or by fire, which ought to 
be active on such a rocky light soil. 

Between these low eherty .ridges the flats or bottoms along tbe creeks 
are mostly half prairies, covered with Shrubs, Greenbriers, Indian Currant 
(in abundance), two species of Sumach, the Kinnikinnik, and the Sassafras. 
The soil is black, deep, somewhat cold, and clayey (a character showing 
the nature of its formation by water), and apparently less fertile than the 
soil of tbe slopes. It produces, on an average, forty to fifty bushels of 
corn, and is too compact, too strong for wheat. Aa these half prairies form 
the banks of streams, of which the beds are^generaliy deeply cut, it would 
be easy to drain them, and thus they would be better for agricultural pur- 
poses than the upper Mulatto land, because they are formed of the same 
rocks, have tbe same elements, and have also a far greater nutritive 
power. 

Between Salem and Benetz Bayou the Subcarboniferous Sandstone crops 
out and constitutes some hills. Its vegetation shows a difference first in 
the size of the trees, which become larger and of a more healthy growth. 
"With the Mockernut, the Black Jack and the Post Oak in the most bar- 
ren places this sandstone has the Chincapin or Dwarf Chestnut, which 
sometimes descends the declivities to the base of the hills; upon the 
gentle slopes the Black, the Red, the Scarlet, the White and the Spanish 
Oak (this last becoming of great size), and the Black Gum which does 
not like tbe limestone. Tbe underwood is pretty thick in places, formed 
of Sumach, Hazel, and especially of the Fackleberry, also a species charac- 
teristic of the sandstone. "Wbere the underwood is wanting, three or four 
species of Bush Clover, a beautiful Blue Gentian {Gentiana 2>uheruld), three 
species of Qerardia, some Asters, especially Diplopappus Unariifolius, and 
the Dittany, all, except the last, showy and riehly-colored flowers, clothe 
the rocky ground. 

Though this sandstone is more favorable for the vegetation of trees than 
the eherty limestone, tbe agricultural value of the soil derived from it is 
far from being as great. The decomposed parts of tbe rocks, though pul- 
verized and mixed with the decayed remains of plants, preserve their 
nature of sand. Sand being too permeable to water and too dry, the 
decayed plants scarcely arrive at a point of fermentation necessary to trans- 
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form them into humuB. Thus this soil does not only want the fertilizing 

elements of the limestone, but the vegetable mould. The healtby growth 
of the trees on this kind of soil is easily explained by the softness and per- 
meability of the rocks. The roots and rootlets penetrate them, and find 
humidity and food more easily than in the hard limestone. 

The Alluvial formation derived from this sandstone has, like the soil of 
the ridges, a vegetation somewhat different from the alluvial or bottom 
land derived from limestone. The alluvial of sandstone has, contrary 
to that of the ridges, smaller trees than the alluvial of limestone. Its 
species, which grow close together, are the Birch, the Elm, the Pignut, the 
Post Oak, the. "White Oak, the Black Oak, the Chestnut, and the Spanish 
Oak. On the bottoms derived from limestone, we find especially the 
Linden, the Buttonwood, the Silver Maple, the Ash-leaved Maple, the Ash, 
the IIoney-Locust, and in the most fertile places the Overeup Oak. The 
Black, the Eed, and the White Oak belong also to this alluvial ground, 
where they take sometimes an enormous size. 

Many species of Oaks and of Hickory are distributed nearly on every kind 
of soil, as the White, Eed, Black Oaks, with the Black Jack and the Post- 
Oak, and also appear at far different situations. The Black Jack and the 
Post-Oak are seen upon the barren rocky ridges, whether sandstone or 
limestone ; upon barren declivities, clay, swampy ground, generally show- 
ing sterility. The White, Ked, and Black Oaks, especially, cover the 
slopes also on both formations, descend to the bottoms, more or less indi- 
cating the value of the soil by the /luxuriancy of their size and the deve- 
lopment of their branches. Ifevertheless, we have seen that they thrive 
well on sandstone, though the soil may be poor for agriculture. It is some- 
times very difficult to ascertain the geological nature of an alluvial soil. 
It may pertain to a limestone formation, though it is mixed with sand ; it 
is the amount of lime dissolved in the water which essentially influences 
the natural distribution of the plants. 

From Benetz Bayou, the limestone and chert are the predominant for- 
mations all along our road to the western limits of Carroll County. Thus 
the bottom land of Benetz Bayou appears very fertile. The Overeup Oak 
grows on this land. It is a species which we see here in Arkansas for the 
first time, and which is never found but on fertile alluvial soil. Corn 
especially, sugar, tobacco, and some little cotton, are cultivated, and grow 
finely in this part of Benton County, which, like the greatest part of 
Washington County, appears truly favorable for agriculture. If water 
could be found near the ridges the land would be far more settled than it is 
now. It is said that even on the rocky and most barren ridges water is 
generally found in subterranean springs by boring thirty to forty feet deep. 
I had no opportunity of ascertaining the truth of this assertion. 

The great abundance of grape vines growing in this part of the country. 
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and the number of species of thia genua belonging to Arkaneaa, the rocky 
and nevertheless fertile and warm soil of the so-ealled Limestone barrens of 
Fulton, Carroll, Marion, and other counties, permit the inference that the 
culture of the grape would be moat successful in these counties.* Never- 
theless, I have not seen a single grape vine around the farm-buildings. 
Do the planters consider the grape as a useless accessory to their more 
substantial food ? As a diet, grapes belong to the most wliolesome fruits, 
especially in a warm country, and just at the season when they are ripen- 
ing. In the hot season of the fall, they do for the body what the 
bitter sap of the Dandelion, the Cress, and other weeds may do in the 
spring. They purify the blood and the whole system by their antibilious, 
febrifuge, and scorbutic properties, and fortify it against the influences of 
the coming winter. It is a custom for sickly and feeble people of some 
countries of Southern Europe to go to a grape cure, as we go here to a 
water-cure establishment. For two or three weeks they eat nothing but 
full ripe grapes in abundance. Most beneficial results are obtained from 
this usage. Planting grapes upon the limestone of the counties of ITortb 
Arkansas would thus at once improve the health of every family, and pre- 
pare for the future a more extensive culture for wine-making. Such a 
culture has become the most remunerative of all on the limestone hills of 
the Ohio Eiver, which, by the geological nature of the soil, resemble the 
hills of Arkansas, but of which the climatic situation is far less favorable. 
From the top of the Limestone Clifl's of the North Fork of "White Eiver, 
in Fulton County, the view from the hills on both sides of the river is 
truly beautiful. The country all around looks like an undulating sea of 
green forests, alternating with small prairies which appear like clearings, 
or patches of cultivated fields. These high limestone prairies or barrens 
are now becoming more extensive and more fertile. After passing the 
North Fork and some woody rocky ridges of cherty limestone we came to 
the Rap and Talbot barrens, on the eastern boundaries of Marion County-t 
A part of these barrens are well cultivated, and were, at the time we passed 
them, covered with fields of corn. Where the soil ia thick enough it 
produces annually forty to fifty bushels of corn an acre, and is good for 
tobacco. It is about the same kind of soil as that of the half prairies of 
eastern Fulton. It is also too strong for wheat, and would require to be 
drained, or at least deeply ploughed, to show its full value. Naturally 

* I Lave seen, in Fulton County, the Muaoatine Grape growing finely in the middle of dry 
rocky beds of the torrents, and alao on ridges covered with broken pieces of rock, where no other 
trace of vegetation was seen. 

t See Geology of Marion County, let volume of thia Report, pages 45 and 224. The differ- 
ence in the vegetation of the Silurian and of the Sub carboniferous cherty limestone ia not 
appreciable. At least I could not remark any. It may be that a more detailed exploration 
would permit us to ascertain some species peculiar to each formation. 
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irrigated every year ty water running from the ridgea of soft porous limc- 
Btone, they are continually furnished with the nutritive elements of a rich 
soil. But even from the richest soil planters cannot expect a full harvest 
when they are satisfied with scratching the surface a few inches deep before 
planting their com and tobacco. The stronger a ground is the deeper it 
ought to be ploughed. 

It would be useless to mention again the names of all the species of 
plants naturally growing on these prairies, and characteristic of their soil. 
The catalogue gives sufficient indications of all. In the autumnal months 
their vegetation becomes remarkably rich in splendid forms and colors. 
The Compositje especially, Button-snake Eoots, Throughworts, Asters, 
Golden-rods, Sunflowers, Eosin-plants, with Indian Plantains, Eattlesnake 
Eoots, Hoary Peas, Bush Clover, Gentians, &e. &c., render them as attrac- 
tive to the eyes as well-cultivated flower gardens would be. 

The bottoms of the North and of the Middle Pork of White Biver are, 
at the point where we crossed them, narrow but fertile, judging at least 
from the trees which cover them, — large Buttonwood, Honey Locust, Over- 
cup Oak, and others. The bottoms of Crooked Creek, in Marion County, 
are also fertile and flnely cultivated, like those of Benetz Bayou, producing 
corn, sugar, tobacco, and cotton. The limestone ridges are also as pro- 
ductive as in Fulton County, and are cultivated whenever they are not too 
rocky, and especially where they have some water. 

In the central part of Marion County, magnesian limestone crops out, 
and forms higher, more abrupt, and entirely baiTen ridges. Trees are 
scarce there. Only a few stunted specimens of the Rock-chestnut Oak, the 
Juniper, the Persimmon, the "Winged Elm, grow in the cracks of humid, 
decomposing rocks. Some species of herbaceous plants, the Ragweed 
{Ambrosia polystacJiya), the flocculent and whitish Oroton capitatum, the 
pretty Stenosyphon virgatum, and the hard and long Beard Grasses, help to 
cover the barrenness of this formation. These ridges produce nothing. 
The patches of thin yellow soil, which are here and there attached to places 
where the water cannot attain them and carry them away, look like half- 
burnt pieces of brick, which can scarcely be attacked by any kind of vege- 
tation. On the way from Yellville to Can'ollton the alternation of high, 
steep, and sterile hills of the Magnesian Limestone, with low, undulating 
ridges of fertile Cherty Limestone, shows a remarkable contrast in the vege- 
tation, and consequently in the fertility of both formations. On the same 
road, the sandstone is also exposed in some places, with the same charac- 
teristic vegetation that we have mentioned before. The highest ridges of 
Marion County are overlaid by Subcarboniferous Sandstone, and sometimes 
covered with Pines. 

Entering Carroll County, we went somewhat out of our direction to visit 
the Huzza Prairie, which is reported as one of the most fertile parts of tlie 
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county. It 19 underlaid by the Subearboniferous Limestone, baa a deep, 
grayish soil, wbich resemblea tbe black mould of some marshes, mixed 
with a subsoil of loam or argillaceous earth. The fertility of this prairie 
is due to the great thickness of the soil, to its natural drainage, facilitated 
by declivities, and perhaps also to a careful culture. The prairie being 
now nearly all cultivated, and the plants growing on the still unfenced 
parts of this prairie having been all cut to the root by the browsing of the 
cattle, I could not observe whether there were any peculiar plants, which 
could be accepted as characteristic of this soil. But I believe that the 
original vegetation was just the same as that of the limestone /erh7e barrens 
of Marion and Fulton counties. Some shrubs, the Sumach, the Persim- 
mon, and the brambles, with tbe Blue Sage and the Horse Mint, are the 
only species which could be recognized. 

The close browsing of the plants of the prairies around all the farms 
cultivated, show that these plants, except the too hard grasses and some 
CompositEe, are pretty good for gracing. From what I have seen of these 
natural meadows, it is even evident that, when the ground is not too wet, 
the species of grasses and other plants, like the Clover cultivated for bay, 
invade the natural prairies, destroying some of the worst grasses, and thus 
render them ultimately nearly as good for grazing as artificial meadows 
could be. The manure of cattle has a powerful influence in promoting 
this transformation. Thus it is most probable that the spreading of liquid 
manure over the prairies would, after a time, kill the hardest and most 
useless species of weeds, to lot more delicate ones take their place. Another 
reason why the prairies are invaded by very hard grasses and by coarse 
plants of the family of the Compositse is the annual burning of the surface. 
This process apparently facilitates the growing of spring grass, but it kills 
the delicate species, which are the best food for cattle. It is the strong, 
hard, silicious weeds,, those which have thick roots, or roots trailing under- 
ground or deeply penetrating it, wbich are left from year to year, and 
invade the whole space. Salt alone has the property of killing some of 
the large roots of the Compositse. Liquid manure contains a good propor- 
tion of it; but, generally, in well-managed farms, the active property of 
this manure is increased by the addition of salt, a small expense, which is 
repaid tenfold by the excellence of the grass and the richness of tbe crops. 

The formation of the prairies is beautifully exemplified in the woods 
surrounding Huzza Prairie. This wood, being thick enough (mostly 
species of oaks and hickory, with an underwood of Sumach, Dogwood, 
&c.), has here and there round spaces of twenty to one hundred feet in 
diameter entirely deprived of trees and covered only by the plants of the 
prairies. In carefully examining these naked places, I always found them 
to be a little lower than the surrounding forest. They are certainly marshy, 
and covered with water in the spring. 
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The prairies of Carrollton County, thongh reputed as being more fertile 
tlian those of Marion and Fnlton counties, have nearly the same average 
produce. Wlien the season is dry, they give no more than thirty-five 
bushels of corn per acre; in favorable seasons, fifty to sixty buahela. 
Fifteen bushels of wheat is said to be the average. All the prairies of 
which the soil is not too compact and clayey, give good crops of oats. 
Last year (1859), oats were ruined everywhere except on the prairies. 

The ridge dividing Crooked Creek from Long Creek is formed of Sub- 
carboniferous Sandstone. As this sandstone is not cut by any banks of 
limestone, it afforded me a good opportunity of noting the species of plants 
pertaining to this formation, and which were not found on the limestone. 
The number of these species is not great, and they have been marked 
already. It is especially the Cliineapin, the Black Gum, and the Spanish 
Oak, for the trees, with a greater abundance of the Black Oak, the Scarlet 
Oak, and the Mockeruut. For the shrubs : the Faekleberry, and the species 
of herbaceous plants enumerated, page 62. 

Long Creek has fertile bottoms, — a soil resulting from the decomposition 
of sandstone, chert, and limestone rocks, alternately exposed along its 
hanks.* It is covered with species of trees characteristic of both limestone 
and sandstone formations. Thus it has the Black Gum, the Sweet Gum, 
which I saw there for the first time in Arkansas, and which becomes very 
common in the sandy bottoms of the south of Arkansas, the Overcup Oak, 
the Chestnut, the Red, the "White, and the Spanish Oaks, the Mockernut, 
the Elm, &e. The Papaw and the Elder make here also their first appear- 
ance, becoming common farther south. This land produces, on an aver- 
age, sixty bushels of corn to the acre, or twenty bushels of wheat. It is 
not good for oats, but excellent for hay. It is rather light and permeable — 
a quality which it owes to the detritus of sandstone. 

From Long Creek to King's Rtver, along the Bentonville Road, there is 
a succession of low hills, formed of alternate strata of eherty limestone and 
of sandstone, which are generally cultivated, except on some of the most 
roclg' and dry places. The highest ridges are still covered with beautiful 
prairies of the same nature, same fertility, and with the same vegetation as 
the Huzza Prairie. 'With the shrubs before mentioned, I find here the 
bristly Rose Acacia, forming with the Sumach dense thickets, which vary 
pleasantly the monotony of these plains. It is difficult to account for the 
difiference in the amount of produce between these and the Huzza Prairie. 
From the reports received, they give, on an average, about thirty-five 
bushels of corn, or twenty of wheat, per acre. This difference is most pro- 
bably due to the thinness of the fertile soil in some parts of the prairies of 

* Near Carrollton, od one side of the creek, the bank, at ita base, ia formed of chert, in the 
middle of hard, compact limestone, and of chert again at the top. On the other side, the baae ia 
chert, and the upper part is conglomerate sandatone. 
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western Carroll County ; the woods which border them are entirely rocky, 
or the ground is nearly a naked chert. This thinness of the ground is 
unfevorahle to the growth of com, which demands a deep soil, but cannot 
prevent an abundant growth of grasses or a good crop of hay. Artificial 
meadows, on these prairies, are very fine. 

From Osage Creek to King's Kiver, across a high divide, partly of sand- 
stone, partly of Subearboniferoua eherty limestone, then from King's River 
up Eeel Creek to the head waters of the "War Eagle in Madison County, 
the general appearance of the country is the same as before, and the vege- 
tation does not show any material change. The ridges are barren and dry, 
when they are high, steep, and narrow; but they are fertile and generally 
cultivated, when they are low with gentle elopes, and thus keep on their 
summit or their declivities the decomposed particles of limestone, which, 
on steep and narrow ridges, are easily washed down by the rain. 

The bottoms of Keel Creek, though not cultivated, have a luxuriant 
vegetation of the species of trees indicating a fertile soil. Even the Papaw 
grows there, with the Overcup Oak, and, strange to say, with some Pines 
and Junipers. These last species of trees are brought with the torrents 
from the top of the highest hills, and become inhabitants of a bottom land 
contrary to their natural habitation. The declivities along this creek, 
though steep and rocky, are covered with a great abundance of herbaceous 
plants, and would furnish good pasture for sheep. 

I have already alluded to the fertility of the soil formed from decompo- 
sition of Subearboniferous chert. On the head water of the "War Eagle, or of 
one of its branches, the half-naked, eherty hills have a scant vegetation of 
Post and Black Jack Oaks, with the Hazel and Ironweed. The ground is so 
rocky that the soil is hardly seen, except in some coves or depressions, 
Nevertheless, there are fine and large farms on this kind of ground, and, 
from inquiries, we heard that the average produce is nearly as good as on 
the prairies of Fulton and Marion counties. "When the season is not too 
dry, it gives about forty bushels of corn per acre. "Wheat is of course an 
uncertain production on such a rocky soil, but proprietors have raised 
twenty bushels of it per acre. 

In the bottoms of the "War Eagle, which are fertile and finely cultivated, 
I saw, for the first time in Arkansas, the Laurel or Shingle Oak, which, 
like other species that are very rare in the North, become abundant in the 
alluvial bottoms of the creeks near the Arkansas River. From here, also, 
the Pines, which until now were seen on the top of the highest ridges of 
sandstone, become more abundant, and descend even to the banks and 
bottoms of the creeks. With the Chestnut, they even appear now on the 
ridges of eherty limestone, afibrding apparently a proof of what has been 
said before : that the compactness of a formation or of a ground influ- 
ences the distribution of some species, even of those that appear truly 
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characteristic, more than the chemical nature of the atone. This may be 
true for a number of species, and 18 easy to explain ; for such trees, like 
the Pines, receive their food and moisture from the humidity of the 
atmosphere, and thrive on every soil, provided it is strong enough to fix 
their roots, and porous enough to give access to atmospheric air. But even 
among the species of trees there are some of which the distribution cannot 
be explained in this manner. Thus, the Juniper is peculiar to the lime- 
stone, and vegetates as well upon the naked rock as in the loose, alluvial, 
or dry soil of the hills, when they are derived from limestone. A number 
of herbaceous plants have, still more than the trees, this disposition to 
follow a peculiar formation, rather than be ruled in their distribution by 
purely physical laws. Even considering such species as the Pine, it is not 
certain at all that secret and purely geological influences have no action in 
their distribution, although we see them growing upon two as difierent 
formations as the cherly limestone and the sandstone. If the amount of 
silex of the sandstone favors their growth, this chemical principle is still 
more predominant in the chert. If the Pines follow the ridges all along 
the Arkansas River, and in Pulaski County cover by themselves hilis 
entirely formed of quartz, we can see there that this quartz is either a 
metamorphic sandstone, or a peculiar substance which has taken the place 
of the sandstone, keeping still in its fissures a good deal of the remains or 
pieces of the original stone. Thus the Pines, though growing there appa- 
rently upon the quartz, can still spread their rootlets in its numerous 
fissures, where fragments of sandstone are still remaining. Moreover, chemi- 
cally considered, quartz does not differ from flint or chert, and sandstone 
is mostly a compound of quartz. 

The divide between "War Eagle and AVTiite Eiver is high, steep, and 
formed of a cherty limestone so porous that it resembles pumice. This 
rock is of course barren and uncultivated, being entirely deprived of water 
by percolation. It is covered by the Yellow Pine, the Chincapin, and the 
Chestnut, the Kock Chestnut Oak, the Black Jack, and the Post Oak, with 
some of the hardest species of herbaceous plants of the prairies. 

From "White River, after passing a rocky divide, the road ascends to a 
high plateau, covered with the far-extended and beautiful prairies of the 
Osages, They still overlay the cherty Subcarhoniferous limestone; in some 
parts apparently the sandstone ; and have the same nature and the same 
soil as the other prairies of this section. They are flat and of wide extent, 
and the lowest parts of the surface are marshy and somewhat difficult to 
drain. In the spring the low grounds are covered by three feet of water. 
Where the drainage has been attended to, the prairie soil produces, on an 
average, forty bushels of corn, or fifteen to twenty bushels of wheat an acre, 
or one thousand to fifteen hundred pounds of tobacco. It gives also fine 
crops of oats and of hay. 
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Benton, the county seat, ia beautifully situated in the middle of these 
fertile prairies. From this place, or rather from the western borders of 
the prairies to the western limits of Arkansas, the country is stiil the pla- 
teau of limestone, broken by numerous creeks, forming narrow valleys or 
hills, covered with woods and a fertile soil. The vegetation appears to be 
the same as that of the hills of Fulton, Marion, &c. But it is well to remark 
here, that the frost has now killed all the herbaceous plants of the prairies, 
and that henceforth, in our journey, tlie botanical observations can be pur- 
sued but with great disadvantage, and derived only from dry leaves still 
attached to the trees, or mostly covering the ground. 



GEOLOaiCAL NATURE OF THE SOIL AND VEGETATION IN WASHINGTON, 
CRAWFOKD, SEBASTIAN, FRANKLIN, AHD JOHNSON COUNTIES. 

The true Carboniferous Measures, that is, the sandstone and the shales 
of the Millstone Grit, with the clay and shales underlying it, are the geo- 
logical strata from which the elements of the arable soil of these eountJes 
is mostly derived. The absence of limestone in the ridges, and the clayey 
nature of the strata, ia at once perceptible in the whitish color of the water 
of all the creeks which spring from them. In all these counties, the hills 
or ridges are formed by the Millstone Grit, and consequently their summits 
are sandy, dry, and sterile, except on somewhat extensive plateaux where 
water does not find an easy course down the declivities and is retained, 
moistening the ground by percolating through it. On these flat surfaces 
only, the soil of the Millstone Grit becomes of sufficient thickness to be 
arable, and by cultivation is fertile enough. The characteristic trees of this 
ground are the Yellow Pine, the Spanish Oak, the Black Jack, and Post- 
Oak, the "White, Black, and Red Oaks, the Mockemut, the Chestnut, and 
the Chincapin, with the Koek Chestnut Oak, the Persimmon, and gene- 
rally the species of trees and plants which have been mentioned as charac- 
teristic of the Subcarboniferoua Sandstone. 

Near the base of the Millstone Grit, we find thick beds of red shales, 
covered by flaggy sandstone, and underlaid by beds of clay and black 
shales, containing sometimes one or two beds of coal. The land extending 
over these shales is, when flat, transformed into prairies. But, on all the 
declivities, or where it is cut in hills or undulations by the water- courses, 
it is covered with a fine growth of trees, viz., the Red, the Scarlet, and the 
Black Oak, the Yellow Chestnut Oak, the Laurel Oak, the Sweet Gum, 
Black Gum, "Wild Black Cherry, Shellbark Hickory, and other species, 
some of which have not been found in the upper country, and with the 
limestone. The red shales form, by their decomposition, what is called the 
Red-upland, and is considered the most fertile soil of this division. As this 
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shale ia soft, easily penetrated \ij the roots of the trees, and easily decom- 
posed by atmospheric action, it makes an excellent ground for the growth 
of the trees, and consequently for the culture of fruit trees. "While the 
north counties of Arkansas scarcely cultivate any fruit, in these western 
counties nearly every plantation on the red-upland is surrounded by a fine 
orchard of peach and apple trees. 

Moat of the too extensive flat lands of this division are prairies, which, 
underlaid as they are by impermeable beds of shales or of fine clay, are 
generally marshy. Their soil is too strong, hard, cold, acjd> and scarcely 
cultivated. In Washington County only some of these prairies underlaid 
by red shales have a soil more permeable to water, and are partly cultivated. 
South of the Arkansas Eiver, they are used only as natural meadows for 
cattle raising, and some of them pas3 to bottom-flats, characterized by some 
trees, — the Water Oak, the "Willow Oak, the Pin Oak, and still the Post- 
Oak, all species which, except the last, are found also on the deep, fertile 
bottoms of the rivers. 

Around Fayetteville, "Washington County, the prairies show the peculiar 
character of a complex formation, that has been already mentioned, page 
57, and described by the Principal Geologist in the first volume of the 
Report, page 112. The vegetation, as well as can be distinguished now, is 
nearly the same as that of the high prairies, and still shows the influence 
of the limestone. The shrubs are the Sumachs, the Hawthorns, the 
Brambles, and the Winged Elm. Some of the coarsest species of the 
prairie plants — the Ragweed, the Ironweed, the Basil, the Eoneset — grows 
there in abundance. Part of these prairies are in cultivation. But the 
best land around Fayetteville is the red-upland, particularly good for the 
culture of cotton. It gives also fine crops of com and of wheat ; but it is 
not eo good for tobacco, 

Around Fayetteville and south of "Washington County, through Craw- 
ford County to the Arkansas Eiver, the hills are high, steep, and all of 
Millstone Grit formation. Where the top is flat, or at least unbroken, it 
is generally cultivated. The soil of the Millstone Grit, though it has no 
limestone, is richer than could he supposed from the porosity of the sand- 
stone. It is light, sandy, permeable, and produces from twenty-five to 
thirty bushels of com, or fifteen to twenty bushels of wheat per acre. It 
is still better for tobacco, giving, on an average, one thousand pounds per 
acre.* This soil is soon exhausted, and should he carefully manured. In 
dry seasons the crop is very short. Good springs are found at the top of 
the Millstone Grit, even on hills of small extent ; but, generally, water is 
scarce in summer. 

■* These data were taken at the top of hills five hundred and fiftj feet ahove Mill Creek, a 
branch of the Middle Fork of White River. 
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From the banks of "White River, where the Shellbark Hickory, the 
Sweet Gum, the Maple, with the Red, Scarlet, Black, and Spanish Oaks 
abound, the divide, to the high watera of Lee's Creek, ia still a broad ridge 
of the same formation, nearly aix hundred feet above "White River. This 
ridge has some farms on its top. It supports a very luxuriant growth of 
timber. The trees grow here at an equal distance from each other, just as 
though they had been planted by hand, raising their straight, large trunks 
to a height of sixty to eighty feet, and supporting immense pyramids of 
branches, forming thus an arch of plashing boughs. They are of the same 
species formerly enumerated, with the addition of the thick Shellbark 
Hickory, and without any underwood but some shrubs of the Chiacapin. 

There is also, in some barren places, a shrub much resembling the White 
Locust, The leaves are of the same form exactly, but the species appears 
only in tufts of branches growing up from the ground without a trunk. 
Perhaps this peculiarity is due to the action of the fire destroying the plant 
every year, and thus forcing it to grow shrubby. 

The banks or bottoms of the water-courses, running between these high 
hills of Millstone Grit, are generally narrower than those which cross the 
subcarboniferouB cherty formations. They are consequently rocky, and do 
not afford as large fertile plains for agriculture. Nevertheless, clearings 
and plantations are seen along Lee Creek and other creeks of the northern 
part of Crawford County. 

In the southern part of this county the land 'becomes flat and the soil 
more sandy. It is arable, but of middle quality, especially characterized 
by the Spanish Oak, which there forms by itself whole forests. Between 
Van Buren and Frog Bayou there are extensive, somewhat marshy, sandy, 
and argillaceous flats, where this oak constitutes nearly the whole vegeta- 
tion. Small prairies, apparently barren, enclosed in this forest, are sur- 
rounded by a beautiful Hawthorn {Oratcegus apathulatus), now covered 
with fruits, and resembling branches of coral, "Where the soil is more 
fertile or less sandy, the Sweet Gum and the Swamp Chestnut Oak replace 
the Spanish Oak, or are mixed with it. On the banks of the Arkansas 
River, near Van Buren, the AVater Oak [Quercus aquatica) makes its first 
appearance in fine large trees loaded with a prodigious abundance of acorns. 
It becomes very common in the marshy bottoms of the southern tributaries 
of the Arkansas River. It even grows, but always shrubby, along the 
tortuous course of the creeks of the prairies. 

A great part of Sebastian and of the south of Franklin County is occu- 
pied by prairies underlaid by clay and shales, and still mostly uncultivated. 
It is impossible to look at the immense and beautiful plains, which are 
now used only as pastures for cattle, without regretting that agriculture 
has not until now been able to procure more out of them. They are too 
wet, too hard, too clayey, say the farmers, who clear land in the forests 
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surrounding the prairies, where they find a dry, light soil, mostly red 
upland, or who even prefer settling on the top of the hills of the Millstone 
Grit. It does not appear that any fair trial of culture has been made on 
the prairies of this section. By a fair trial, I mean not only the deep 
ploughing of the subsoil, but the drainage also. The tenacity of the soil 
may be easily remedied by the addition of manure, and if it is not at hand, 
of sand, most abundant on all the declivities of the hills surrounding the 
prairies. Generally, the proprietors know that the soil can be rendered 
productive; but they find that the result would not repay the cost and 
trouble. Moreover, the prairies are well enough as excellent pastures for 
their cattle. These reasons may suffice at present ; but when the popula- 
tion of "Western Arkansas increases industry will yet deiive a great deal 
more advantage from these plains. 

Near the limits of Sebastian and Franklin Counties, between Vache- 
grasse Creek, Big Craek, and Doctor's Creek, a series of low hills, formed 
of the red shales, constitutes the water-shed. It is the same red upland as 
at Lafayette, and it has the same fertility. It is here mostly cultivated for 
cotton, and has large plantations. Its average produce is one thousand 
pounds of cotton per acre. For corn it is not quite as good, producing 
only an average of about thirty bushels an acre; but better for wheat, 
twenty bushels being the average, and especially for oats. As it receives 
part of its mineral elements fi-om the Millstone Grit, it is a light, somevrhat 
sandy soil, which, at least from its appearance, cannot preserve for a long 
time its productive powers. This soil would be much improved by alter- 
nation of heavy grains, or of cotton with oats, cultivated only to be turned 
in as manure. 

Grand Prairie of Franklin County is underlaid by ferruginous black 
shales, or sometimes by the fireclay of the coal. A few low hills are still 
left in the middle of it, with the original stratification of the measures to 
which they belong, a succession of shales and fireclay. Some hills like 
these, but more abrupt and higher, look like Indian mounds, on the flat 
surface of Long Prairie, in Sebastian County. Neither humidity nor a 
peculiar nature of the ground can account for the barrenness of these hills, 
on which there only grows the same species of herbaceous plants as those 
of the prairies. In a case like this, the growth of trees has probably been 
prevented by the annual fire of the prairies. There is no possibility to 
explain the phenomenon in any other manner. 

The bottoms of Hurricane Creek, in the southern part of Franklin 
County, gave us the first insight into the vegetation of the extensive flats or 
marshy bottoms which border all the rivers in the south of Arkansas. At 
this place, the characteristic trees are especially the "Water Oak, the "Willow 
Oak, which I sec for the first time, but which becomes extremely common 
the more we advance to the southward. Like the former, it grows to a 
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large size in the flats : the Pin Oak, the Swamp Chestnut Oak, the Laurel 
Oak, and the Black Jack, with the Sweet Gum, the Buttonwood, a great 
thickness of underwood, the Papaw, the Arrowwood, the Dogwood, and 
especially a great quantity of vines; the Bignonia, the Trumpet Flower, 
the Greenbriers, and, most common of all, the Supple-Jaek. 



GEOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE SOIL AND VBQETATtON ALOKG THE ARKAITSAS 
BIVBR, IN FRANKLIN, JOHNSON, POPE, CONWAY, AND PART OF PDLASKI 
COUNTIES. 

The sandy banks of the Arkansas River, from Eoseville, Franklin 
County, to Little Rock, is characterized by the same trees as the banks of 
the Mississippi below the mouth of the Ohio River, This bottom, one to 
two miles broad, has two terraces. The inferior one, or the first bank, as 
it is sometimes called, has the Cottonwood, the Willows, the Buttonwood, 
the Silver Maple, the Ash-leaved Maple, the Nettle Tree, and for under- 
wood, the Kinnikinnik. The upper bank, about fifteen feet higher, has 
the Black Walnut, the Red Oak, the Quercitron, the Pin Oak, the Swamp 
Chestnut Oak, the Sweet Gum, the Red Mulberry, the Linden, and for 
underwood, Papaw, Sassafras, Greenbriers, Brambles, Elder Bushes, and 
Grape Vines. The lower bottom is too sandy and too much exposed to 
overflows for cultivation ; but the upper bottom is fertile, especially culti- 
vated for cotton. It produces, on an average, one bale of cotton, or fifty 
bushels of com, per acre. 

Our road to Little Rock, on the north side of the river, passes through a 
billy country of the Millstone Grit formation. The ground is rocky, mostly 
covered with the Yellow Pine, and the Black, the White, the Spanish 
Oaks, and the Black Jack. The hills divide the creeks running to the 
Arkansas River. Most of the bottoms of these creeks are broad, flat, 
marshy, with a dense vegetation of Willow, Water, and Pin Oaks. Some 
prairies also are seen, apparently underlaid by the red carboniferous shales ; 
hut they are of small extent. 

From Horsehead Creek to Clarksville, Johnson County, the country 
changes its physical and geological characters. It is marked by a succes- 
sion of low hills of the red upland or red sliales, and is now nearly all 
cultivated, especially for cotton. Those red shales here generally overlie 
the black shales of the coal at a distance of fifty to one hundred feet. 
Thus the deepest creeks are cut through the black shales, and all the hills 
are formed, at least in the upper part, with the red shales. Sometimes 
they are overlaid by a bed of flaggy sandstone, which, by the erosion of the 
soft clay under it, descends along the slopes of the hills, following all the 
irregularities of the ground by breaking in irregular pieces. In places it 
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looka like a pavement built by hand. This eandy upland, at its junction 
with sandstone, loses some of its natural fertility. It becomes dry, too 
permeable, and easily washed, and produces only eight hundred pounds of 
cotton, or twenty-five bushels of corn, or twelve bushels of wheat, per acre. 
Its natural vegetation is the Yellow Pine. "When this red upland is flat, 
it becomes marshy, and forms Post^Oak or grassy flats. They are some- 
what extensive along the Spadra Creek, near its mouth, "When they can 
be drained, they give one of the best soils of the country. Thus, at the 
mouth of the same Spadra Creek, this drained land produces annually from 
sixteen hundred to two thousand pounds of cotton. 

The bottoms of both branches of Piney Creek and of its tributaries, like 
those of Illinois Bayou, Point-Eemove Creek, Cadron, and Alarm Bayou, 
are generally broad, fertile, and well cultivated, when they are not too wet 
or marshy. The soil is like that of the Spadra Creek bottoms, a black, 
deep mould, of the same fertility. The extensive flats of this country, and 
even the flats and Cypress Swamps of Point-Remove Creek, could be 
gained for agriculture by a systematic drainage, somewhat costly, it is 
true. It would be necessary to dig, around a marked area, deep trenches, 
and to heap the materials along these ditches, like dams around the land, 
which is thus drained and preserved against the inundations. This system, 
called the Dutch drainage, because it has not only fertilized a great part of 
Holland, but reclaimed the land from the sea, has been tried with great 
advantage along the banks of the Mississippi. I have seen it also attempted 
in a small way on the banks of the "W^ashita River. The comparison given 
hereafter of the agricultural produce of this reclaimed soil with that of the 
dry alluvial upland, will put in full evidence the value of the drainage of 
the low lands of Arkansas. It is true to assert that the greatest riches of 
the State still lie buried in the mud of its marshes. 

The sandstone on the top of Carrion-Crow Mountain already shows evi- 
dent traces of metamorphism. It has become so hard and compact that it 
gives flre under the hammer like flint, and is very difficult to break. 
Nevertheless, the vegetation of the ridge is exactly the same as that of the 
ridges of sandstone formerly seen. The trees are scarce, but the herba- 
ceous plants cover the whole of the steep and rocky declivity. After 
crossing Palarm Bayou near its mouth, in Pulaski County, traces of meta- 
morphism become still more evident by the appearance of thin veins of 
quartz crossing each other in every direction, and apparently filling nume- 
rous irregular fissures in the strata of sandstone. Towards Little Rock, 
the veins of quartz become larger, and after a little, on the other side of 
Arkansas River, quartz appears to have been entirely substituted for 
sandstone. But neither on the north nor on the south side of the Arkansas 
River does the vegetation change its character by this metamorphism of 
the rocks. The Pines become perhaps more predominant ; but the Black 
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Oak and Black Jack, the White, the Red, and the Spanish Oalcs, even the 
Moekernut, continue to appear mixed with them, just as they are on the 
hills formed of the Millstone Grit in Crawford County. Only on the quartz 
barrens these species are stunted or always of small size, as when tliey 
cover the cherty limestone of the North. Along the creeks, wliieh run 
between the hills, or divides, of the metamorphic region of South Pulaski 
County, the flats or bottoms are also marshy, and have for natural vegeta- 
tion tiie Black Jack, the "Willow, and the Water Oaks. And the lowest 
hills formed of the red shales, which appear to have been less influenced 
by metamorphic agency than the sandstone, preserve with their color and 
the fertility of their soil the trees which characterize them in the western 
counties. Between Little Eock and the Hot Springs, the plantations are 
scarce, and only established on the bottom land of the rivers, when they 
are not too wet and have not becomej^ata. 



THE HOT SPRINGS AND HOT SPRINGS CODNTY. 

The vegetation of the Hot Springs, which, by constant deposit of their 
water, have formed a hill of tufa, perforated with the numerous small 
openings and basins of their water, demands a separate examination. The 
surface of this calcareous formation is constantly modifled, either by erosion 
of the water running down its steep declivity or by addition of new matter. 
It is thus nearly barren and naked in some places. Two species of ever- 
greens have invaded this peculiar ground: the Youpon or Cassena (a 
species generally inhabiting the sandy coasts of the South), and the Juni- 
per. Few other woody plants grow on the hill of the Hot Springs. Only 
two or three stunted specimens of the Quercitron, of the Ironwood, and a 
single tree of the Bed Maple. Small plants, especially mosses, which are 
the first plants attacking a naked rock to decompose it and change it into 
humus, cover most of its surface, especially in places irrigated by the hot 
water of the springs. The species mentioned here are not interesting in a 
practical, but remarkable in a scientific point of view, because they show 
the growth of some of those small plants to be independent of temperature. 
The most common of all is RehouUia hemwphcBrica (Bad.), a species of the 
Liverwort family, and for the mosses, Bartramta radiealis, Bryum argent 
teum, Barbula unguiculata and Mssidena taxifoliu». From the family of the 
Ferns, there is a kind of Maidenhair {Adiantum CapiUus- Veneris L. and 
Qheilanthea Alabamensis), and from the Phtenogamous herbaceous plants, 
the "Wild Senna, the Three-leaved Stonecrop, the Lyre-leaved Sage, the 
great Lobelia, and Serpeatia nigreacena, all plants growing so near the hot 
water of the springs that their roots necessarily are immersed in it. More 
removed from the influence of the hot water, the French Mulberry, the 
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Ironweed, the Wild Bergamot and some Greenbrier, vegetate upon the 
tufa. In the basins which receive the water at the outlets of the springs, 
three species of Confervse or green filaments are found attached to stones, 
leaves, or pieces of decayed wood, or investing the woody pipes which 
carry the water to the bath-houses. 

From the Hot Springs to the southwest of the county toward Magnet 
Cove, the nature of the rocks is changed to a granitic formation, but the 
vegetation preserves the same character as it had on the quartz, or on the 
metamorphic sandstone. The banks of the creek which traverses Magnet 
Cove have the Hornbeam and the Ironwood, with a few Oaks and trees of 
the Buttonwood, Where they become flat and marshy, they are overgrown 
by the "Water and the Willow Oaks. The low hille and bottoms of the 
cove are formed of a reddish ferruginous clay, a true iron ore which makes 
a soil of greater fertility than would be supposed from its rocky barren 
appearance. It produces, on an average, fifteen hundred pounds of cotton, 
or fifty bushels of corn, or twenty bushels of wheat, per acre. This soil 
covers only a small area. From the cove to Eockport, the country is 
broken by steep, rocky hills, successively exposing the rocks which are 
passed from the springs, but in a difierent order, viz., granite, quartz, and 
then sandstone. N'ear Eockport, the tops of the sandstone ridges are cul- 
tivated. But here we reach the alluvial formations of the Wasliita Eiver, 
sand, pebbles, &c., resembling drift, which have been carried by water to 
a height of about two hundred feet above the actual bed of the river. 



GEOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE SOIL AND VEGETATION OF WASHITA BIVBR, AND 
OF CLARK AND DALLAS COUNTIES. 

This part of our exploration was not extended far, while the snow soon 
forced us to abandon the field. Nevertheless, from the identity of geolo- 
gical formations and of physical circumstances in the southern counties of 
Arkansas, these remarks are probably applicable to the whole region south 
and east of Hot Springs County, including the cretaceous, tertiary and 
alluvial formations of the State. 

On account of the nature of the soil and of its natural vegetation, the 
area occupied by these recent formations can be divided into two well 
characterized sections. 1st. The upland, covered either by a sandy alluvial 
ground or by red, sandy, sometimes clayey soil, resulting from the decom- 
position of red tertiary shales, or of sandstone or clay beds of the same 
formation. 2d, The deep alluvial soil of the bottom lands, or the low 
swampy ground bordering the rivers and the creeks. 

In passing from the old formations of the coal epoch to the recent 
tertiary and alluvial, the change in the vegetation is marked at once by 
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the appearance of the Beech, below Rockport, on the banks of the "Washita 
River. It continuea southward, becoming more and more common, till it 
ia the prevailing species, or even covers by itself alone low hills of the 
tertiary or of the cretaceous formations. As not a single Beech tree hae 
been seen either upon the Silurian and subcarboniferoua formations of the 
north, or upon the Millstone Grit and carboniferous strata of the west of 
Arkansas, this species, at this low latitude, can be admitted as a true 
characteristic of the tertiary. It could even be considered as a remnant of 
the vegetation flourishing at the epoch when the tertiary strata were 
deposited, as its petrified remains, fruit and leaves, are found mixed with 
the shales of this formation. It is especially upon the red tertiary upland 
that the Beech flourishes and attains its greatest size. The yellow sandy 
uplands, mostly derived from tertiary or cretaceous sandstone, are charac- 
terized by the Loblolly Pine, which, with the Yellow Pine, grows also 
upon the alluvial sandy deposits of the rivers, and even descends to their 
swampy banks. With these trees are seen, upon all the dry uplands and 
recent formations, the White, the Black, the Spanish Oaks in abundance 
and of beautiful growth, more rarely, the Shellbark Hickory, the Black 
Jack and the Post Oak, with the Holly. These three last species, and 
occasionally the Beech, inhabit also the marshy bottoms of the rivers. 

The fertility of the upland soil, both of the alluvial and of the tertiary 
formation, is the same. This soil is sandy, too light, easily cut in ravines, 
and carried down the declivities. Its average produce is about eight hun- 
dred pounds of cotton, or fifteen bushels of corn, or eight to ten bushels of 
wheat, to the acre. That cannot be considered encouraging for agriculture. 
This soil wants the clay substratum of the subcon glomerate prairies, or the 
detritus of the cherty limestone, or what would be equally favorable, a 
good dressing of animal manure. 

The bottom land of Washita River and of the rivers of this section, is 
covered by a very rich and luxuriant vegetation. The trees, especially the 
Red and Piu Oaks, the Swamp Chestnut Oak, the'Swamp White Oak, the 
Willow and Water Oak, even the Beech, become there of enormous size. 
Other species are less abundant: the Overcup Oak (Quercua lyrata), which 
I have not seen elsewhere, the Pecan-nut, the Shellbark Hickory, the 
Butternut, the Sweet Gum, the Small Laurel Magnolia, with a thick 
underwood of the Holly, the Sweetleaf (both very abundant), the Wax 
Myrtle, the Benzoin, two species of Arrow-wood, plenty of Vines, Gelse- 
mium, Greenbriers, Supple-Jack, Grapes and the Cane. The deepest part 
of the marshy bottoms have the great Tupelo and the Bald Cypress. 

Like the bottoms of the Arkansas River, the banks of all these water- 
courses have two terraces or two levels : the sandy upper bottoms, which 
have the vegetation and the productive power of the tertiary and alluvial 
uplands, averaging for their produce eight hundred pounds of cotton, or 
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twenty bushels of corn, or ten bushels of wheat an acre. The low bottoms 
or true bottoms, as they are generally called, are exposed to inundation; 
but when they can be cultivated, produce, annually, eighteen hundred 
pounds of cotton, or seventy to eighty bushels of corn. Of course wheat 
cannot be raised on this soil, 

"Would it not be well for the proprietors of these apparently uncultivable 
bottoms, to ponder and compare the difference in the results of agricultural 
pursuit upon the poor upland soil which they cultivate, and the rich low- 
land which they leave untouched and useless ? The difficulties attending 
the drainage are great indeed ; but the cost of digging trenches and build- 
ing dams would be richly and tenfold repaid. 

It would have been well to mention with each of the geological forma- 
tions of the State a greater number of botanical species as characteristic of 
the soil. But this examination is already too long, and the following 
catalogue of the plants naturally growing in Arkansas, indicating the 
geological and physical relations of each species, as far as they could be 
ascertained, may supply the deficiency of the general remarks. This cata- 
logue is not the result of my own labor only. Indeed, if I had only quoted 
the species of plants which I have found myself, the enumeration would 
have been very incomplete. Dr. D. D. Owen, the Principal Geologist, and 
Professor E. T. Cox, who visited some counties of Arkansas during the 
spring, collected many species of plants, which were given me for deter- 
mination. The species growing in the fall were collected by myself But 
by far the greatest number of plants ever collected in Arkansas were seen 
and published by the celebrated botanist, Nuttall, who, about twenty years 
ago, spent much time in exploring Arkansas and the western plains. The 
results of his explorations were at various times published in the memoirs 
of scientific societies, especially those of the Academy of Sciences of Phila- 
deiphia, which are scarcely attainable now. Thus, I considered it a service 
renderedfto science, to mention in this catalogue all the species seen by 
Nuttall, and which did not come under my examination. These species 
of Kuttall are marked in the catalogue by a *. 

A glance at the amount of practical information, for medicinal, agricul- 
tural, and even mechanical purposes, that can be derived from a catalogue 
of plants like this, will suffice to show the reason of its place in the repoi-ts 
of a State Geological Survey. There is not a farmer, whatever his circum- 
stances are, that would not be benefited by applying the plants to his use, 
according to their various properties. It is true that, generally, plants, 
even the most common, are unknown to the inhabitants of the country, 
and that English names, or popular descriptions, cannot give sufBcient in- 
dications to direct them to the true species. But if a science he unknown 
to many, that is no reason to consider it worthless. The only good way 
to make people acquainted with the useful and the dangerous plants, 
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would be to direct eveiy botanical surveyor to collect at least twenty-five 
specimens of eacb interesting species. "With these specimens a number 
of collections could be formed and deposited either in normal schools or 
in the academies of the State or in public libraries, in places accessible to 
teachers. By examining the plants and reading labels bearing the names, 
habitat, and property of each species, the teacher would be able to know, in 
a short time, the valuable plants, and to make them known to his pupils. 

It is customary to judge everything from the amount of money that it 
costs and that it brings. In cases like this, knowledge is equivalent to an 
unappreciable amount of money. If we could compute the sum that is 
paid every year by the population of a State like Arkansas for useless, 
dangerous, poisonous dnigs, sold everywhere as popular medicines, — drugs 
which have taken the hard earnings of the poor, destroyed the health of 
many, killed thousands of people, and cured nobody, — how enormous 
this sum would appear! iJ'obody complains, nevertheless. But when 
scientific researches introduced among the population can give to every 
one simple directions for the preservation of health, and indicate valu- 
able medicines for cases of sickness, how many there are who, looking to 
the cost only, consider these researches as useless and too expensive. 
Acquaintance with the plants and their properties is advantageous to 
every one; but becomes a necessity for the inhabitants of the country, 
where cattle, negroes and children are exposed to die without any rational 
assistance, when the means of saving them are just at hand, contained in 
some unknown plant. 
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Clematis, L., . 

C. oehroleuca, Ait., 

C. Pitcher!, Tor. & Gr , 

C. Virginiaaa, L.,' . 

Anemone, L., 

? A. Carolinian a, Walt., 

A. Virginiautt, L... 

Hepaiica, Dill., 

H. acutiloba, D C, 

Tkaliclrum, Toura., 

T T. anemoooides,. Mich 

T. Comoti, L., 

Jtanunculut, L., 

E. Purshii, Rich., . 

7 R. abortivus, L., . 

7 R. Penasjlvacicus, L , 

R. repena, L., 

7 K. parviflorus, L., 

Mt/osurua, Dill., 

«M. minimus, L., . 

Isopyrtim, L. 

*I. biternatura, T. &Gr, 

Caliha, L., . 

C. paluBlris, L.,' 



KannnoulaGeee.' Crowfoot Family. 

Virgin -Bower. 

Sandatore, 
Limestone, 

Common Virgin- Bower, Limeatone, 
Windflower. 



Tall 
Liver-leaf. 



Meadow-Rne. 
Rne- Anemone, 
Meadow-Rue, • 



Crowfoot. 

Yellow water Crowfoot, 
Small flowered Crowfoot, 
Briatlj Crowfoot, 
Creeping Crowfoot, 



Mouse-Tail. 



Alluvial, . 
Limestone, 



Natckal Habitat. 



Rocky creeks. 
Banks and prairies. 
Woods and thickets. 



Prairies and open woods. 

Shady woods. 

Prairies, 
Wet prairies. 

Mammoth springs. 

Prairies. 

Damp woods and bottoms. 



Fields. 

Moist shady pjac 

Springs. 



' The Eoglish names of thia Ct 
Uiiited Stajea. The order of em 
of the plants are indicaUil from s 

by beat in drying or cooking the plants. 

• Clioibing shrub with white small flow 
very aorid jaice, to which the milk siokni 

' Speoies marked with a ? hare not bet 

• Plant acrid and dnngeroua when gr 
Ea«ly known by ita ahining bright yellor 
in water, the first Qoner in the spring. 



ue are taken hum Prof, Asa Oray's Hanna] of the Sotony of the 
tion is alBD taken from the same exeellent book. The propertiea 
athorities as Haller, Barton, De Candolle, ke. 
acrid and o an stie juice sometimes poisonous, but mostly destroyed 



I and 0] 



.rfrui 



oonapiouously Ceatbery. A plant with 



s bas been sometimes ascribed. 




seen in Arkansas, but are supposed t 


bo there. 


d; but ealfln boiled as ^j-eeuj. Som 


etimea named Cowslips. 


large flowers and its kidney-shaped 1 


aves. Generally grows 



., Google 



MAGNOLIACEiE; AKNONACE>E; MENISPERM^; BERBEHIDACE^. 347 

Latin Names. £i(Ol.iaH Nabes. Geoloq'l Station. Natueal Habitat. 

Aqttikgia, Tourn., . . Cukuibine, 

A. Canadenais, L., Limestone, . Rocky and sbady bank». 

Delphinium, Tourn., . Larkspur. 

D. tricorne, Mich., . . Dwarf Larkspur, . Sandy, . . Damp woods. 

1, MicK, Alluvial, . . Pcairies. 

i, Nult., " 

Hydrastis, L., . . Yellow Puccoon,' 

*H. Canadensis, L., Woods and banks. 

Actcm, L., . . . Baneberrj. 

•A, Americana, Pursb.,^ .... Lime soil, . Rich woods. 

Cimicifitga, L., . . Bagbane. 

C. racemosa, Ell,'. . Blacksnake root, . Limestone, . Woods and hills. 

Uagnoliacefe. 
Magnolia. L. 
M. glauca, L.,* . . Small Laurel Magnolia, Alluvial, . . Deepswampsandbottoms. 

An&onEiceEe, CuUard-AppU Family. 

Asimina, Adam , , . Papaw. 

A. triloba, Dun.,' Alluvial limestone, Banks and rich bottoms. 

Cocoului, D C. 

•C. Carolinua, DC, Alluvial,. . . River banks, climbing. 

KenispermeB. 

Meninpermum, L , . . Moonseed. 

M. Canadense, L., Alluvial, . . Banks. 

M. Lyonij Pursh., " . . " 

fierberidacese. 

Jeffersonia, Bart., . . Twin leaf. 

? J. dipbylla, Pers., Limestone, . Woods. 

Podophyllum, L., . . May-Apple. 

P. peltatum,* . Woods and meadows. 

' The same nams with that of Tellow-Root, is given o-lso to Zantherisa apiifulia, L'ller., which also 
prohablj gfows in Arkansas. Tha roots of both Bpeoiea ace bitter and tonic, employed also for djeing 
yellow. The color is not fast. 

> Both varieties with red and white fralts, sometimea named Necilace inted, are found in Arkansas, 
Fruit beautiful, in grapes, poisonous, Koot bitter, employed as astringent for gnrgarisma. 

blaok ronnd seasile fruits. The decoction of the root is o useful familj medicine in oases of rheumatism, 
dropsy, and eapeoially of the St. Vitua dance. 

' I have not seen any other species of Magnolia in Arkansas. Its aromatic fralt, int\ised in brandifi 
is employed as a remedy for Itheumatism. Its bark is said to he aa good aathat of the Cinchona ngainet 
intermittent fevera. Wood eoarcely used, good for joiners' tools. 

' Fruit edible, can be mnah improved by cultivation. 

■ Prnit edible, not purgative. A light decoction of it in milk aervea to alleviate the oough of the con- 
samptives. Leaves poisonous. 
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Latin Nambs, Ekglish Names, Geoloq'l Station. Natural Habitai. 

NymplieaceEB and KelnmbiaceGe.' 

HdumUum, Juss., . . Nelumbo. Sacred-bean. 

N, luteuni, Willd.,^ Ponds along the Missiasip. 

Nymplicea, Toorn., . Wat«r-Lil)-. 

N. odorata, Ait, .......... Ponds and deep swamps. 

Nuphar, Sm., . , Pond-Lily. 

N. advena, Ait., Bayous and slow streams. 



Sarracenia, Tour 
?S. rnbra.Walt., 



m, Nutt,, . Celandine- Poppy. 

S. diphyllum, Nutt , .... 

Sangainaria, Dill., . Blood-root.* 
*S. Canadensis, L , 



Limestone, , Shady woods. 
Light soil, . . Open woods. 



FnmariaceEe. Fumitory Family. 
Corydalis, D C. 
*C. anrea, Willd., Sandstone, 



Rocky woods. 



CruoiferEB.' Mmlard Family. 
Ckeiranthus, R. Br. 

"C.hesperidoides.T.&Gr., . . . . Alluvial, . 
Nasturtium, R. Br,, . Water cress. 
*N. fanaoetifolium, H.& A., . 
*N. sinuatum, Nutt., 
N. officinale, R. Br., . Water-cress, 

? N. palustre, D C, . Marsh cress 

SlreplanlkTis, Nutt. 

"■S. obtusifolius. Hook., ..... Limestooe, 

''S. maculatns, Nutt., Rocka. 

Dentaria, L., . . Pepper-root. 

7 D. laciuiata, Muhl , Alluvial, . . Shady banks. 



Alluvial, 



Limestone 



Banka of rivers. 

Damp soil 
Banks 
Mammoth Sprir 

Hot Springs. 



' Water plants, with large floating leaves and white odorous or yellow flowers. Roots farina 
metimes used for food. ' Tubers and seeds eatable. 

■ No specieB of this genus is mentioned by the authors as foond in Arkansoa. I bave seen none, 
me ought to be found in the marshes of the sunk coantry. 

* Root Used OS vermifuge, emetic and purgative. Given especially to horses to destroy Bots. A well- 
h large white flowers appearing before the leaves in the first spring. Root with a blood- 



red juia< 

> Species of this family have generally an acrid oi 
the mustard, or distributed in the leaves as in the 
This sap is stimulant and anti -scorbutic. No dange 
family, which includes the Cabbage, the Turnip, and t 

■ Probably introduced by Indians with the Mint. 



ther concentrated in the seeds as i 
in the rootf as in tbe Horee.Railisl 
is found in any species of this useful 
est garden-flowers. 
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Latin Haues. Enolish Names. GEotoa't Station, Natubai Habitat. 

Cardamine, L., . . Bitter cress. 

7 C. rbomboidea, DC, Alluvial, . , Marslij bottoms. 

*C. birsuta, L., Limestone, . Wet places and rocks. 

*C. Ludovieiaoa, Hook. 

Arahis, L., . . , Eock cress. 

A. hirsuta, Scop., Limestone, . Rocks. 

A. lievigata, DC., " . . '' 

A. Canadensis, L., " . , " 

LaeBemeorOiia, Torr. 

•L. aurea, For., Wet places. 

Erysimum, L., . , Treacle-Mustard. 

*B. cheirantboides, L., . Worm-Mustard, . Limestone, . Along streams, 

*B. Arkansanum, Nntt., Western Wallflower, " . . Open plains and banks. 

Sisymbrium, All., . . Hedge-Muatard. 

*S. canescena, Nntt., . Tansy-Mustari!, Dry open plains. 

Sdenia, Nutt. 

*S. aurea, Natt., Wet prairiea. 

Draba, L Wbitlow grass. 

■*D. cuneifolia, Nutt., Grassy places. 

*D. Caroliniana,Walt,, Sandstone, . Sandy fields. 

■*D. mierantha, Nutt., Rocky places. 

Veucaria, Lam., . . Bladder pod. 

■*V. repanda, Nutt , Banks of Red River. 

*Y. anguatifolia, Nntt., Prairies. 

*V. NuttaUii, T. & Gr., " 

Capsella, Vent. 

C. buraa-pastoris, M., . Shepherd's purse, Waste fields. Introduced. 

Lepidium, L., . . Pepper-grass. 

L. Virginicum, L., Sand, . . Fields and roads. 

Senebiera, DC.,. . Swine cress. 

*S. didjraa, Pers., Fields and banks. 

Capparidaces.' Caper Family. 
Cleoradla, DC. 
-*C. Mesicana, D C. 
Cleome, L. 

*C. serrulata, Pursh., Sand, . . Banks of Arkansas River. 

Folaniaia, Raf, 

P, graveolens, Raf., Limestone, , Gravelly banks, &c. 

Crisiaiella, Nutt. 

*C. erosa, Nntt., ...... Sandstone, ■ Hills of Bed River. 

*C. Jamesii, T. & Gr., " . . " " 

Violaeese." Tioht Family. 

Soka, DC,,. . . Green Violet. 

*S. eoncolor, Gin., Thickets, 

■ Same properties as the former family. 

' Boots BOmenhat ametic. Leaves and stems employed as cataplaems in diseases of the ekin. 
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Latik Names. 
Viola, L., 
V. pedala, L., 
V. palmata, L., 
V. cueullata, Ait., . 
V. aagittata, Ait., . 
V. hastata, Mk-li., . 
*V. tricolor, L., . 
lonidium, Vent. 



English Naue9. 
. Violet. 

. Bird-foot Violet, . 
. Hand-leaf Violet, . 
. Common blue Violet, 
. Arrow-leaved Violet, 
. H«lbert-leaved Violet, 



*I. stipulac 



I, NqI 



«. Natobai Habitat. 

Roeky prairies. 
Shady places. 
Open woods and bills. 
Woody liills. 

Fields and dry hills. 

Plains of Red Biver. 



CistaceEB. Hock-Rose Family. 

Selianthemum, Tour., . Rock-rose. 

? H. Canadense, Mioh., . Frost weed, . . Sandstone, . Dry soil and rocks. 

*H. polifoliura, T. & Gr., .... Sandy, . . Dry sterile places. 
Leehea, L., . . . Pinweed. 

L. major, Mich., Sand and chert. Dry woods. 

L. minor, Lam., "... Sterile places. Hills. 



Drosera, L., . 

7 D. rotundifolia, L , 



DrOSeracese.' Sundew Famiiy. 
. Sundew. 



Parnassia, Tourn., . Grass of Parnassus. 

F. Caroliniana, Micb , , . . . . Limestone, 



HyperieaceSB.' Si. John's icort Family. 

Ascyrum, L.,. . . St. Peter's wort. 

A. Crux-AndreJB , L , .St. Andrew's cross, . Sandstone, . Fine woods. 

Hypericum, Ij., . , St. John's wort. 

H. prolifieum, L., Sandstone, . Sbady, rocky banks. 

H. adpressum, Bart., Wet prairies. 

H. corymbosam, Mnhl., ......... Woods and meadows. 

H. nudiflorum, Mich., Borders of swamps. 

H. rautilum, L., Limestone, . Banks and prairies. 

H. Canadense, L., . . . . . . Sandy, . . Roads on prairies. 

*H.Drnmmondii,T.&Or. 

Elodea, Fursh., . . Marsb St. Johns wort. 

*E. pe^olata, Pnrsh., Swamps. 



' Mo apfoiea of this family has been mentioned in ArSansS! 
' The g&p of these plants ia generallj bitter, astringent and 



But probably the; hare esaaped obeer- 
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Latin Names. Esqlish Names, Oeoloo'i Station. Natueal IIabitat. 

Caryophyllaces.' Pink Family/. 

Saponaria, L , , . Soapwort. 

S. officinalis, L., ....,..,. . Roadsides. Introduced. 

Silene, L., . , , Catchfly. 

*S. Btellata, Ait., . , Starry Campion, . Sandatone, . Drj wooda. 

S. antirrhina, L., , . Sleepy Catclifly, , " . . " " 

? S. Virginiea, L., . . Fire Pink, Open wooda, 

Agroatemma, L., . , Corn-Coekle. 

A.githago, L., Wheat fields. Introduced. 

Arenaria, L., . . Sandwort. 

A, Btricta, Mich., ...... Limestone, . Rocks and barren. 

•A, tenella, Nutt., Rocliy places, 

•A. Pitcberi, Nutt., Prairies. 

Stdlaria. L., . . . Chickweed. 

•S. Nuttallii, T. & Gr., , . . Prairies. 

*S.macropetala,T. &Gr. 

?3.1anugino3a,T. &Gr., Shady places. 

Cerastium, L., . . Mouse-ear Chickweed. 

C. vulgatum, L., Waste places. Introduced. 

Aiyciia, Mich., , , Forked Chickweed, 

A. diehotoma, Mich., Limestone, . Sterile rocky ground. 

Parimyckia, Tourn., . Whitlow-wort. 

P, dichotoroa, Nutt., Limestone, . Rocks. 

Mollugo, L., . . , Indian Chickweed. 

M. verticillata, L., ■ . Carpet-weed, . . Sand, , . Barren. 

Fortnlacacete.' Purslane Family. 
Porlulaca,L., . . Purslane. 

P. oleracea, L., Cultivated ground. Introd. 

*P, pllosa, L , Sand, . . Barren. 

Tbliimm, Adans. 

*T. terelifolium, Pursh,, .... Limestone, , Naked rocks. 

Claytonia, L., . , Spring beauty. 

C. Virginiea, L., ..... , Alluvial, &c., . Low rich ground. 

UalTaces." Mallovi Family. 

Allhcea, L , . . . Marsh Mallow. 

A. officinalis, L., Gardens, 

Malva,l', . . . Mallow. 

M. rotundlfolia, L., .. Common Mallow, ..... Roadsides. Introduced. 

■*M. papaver. Car., Prairies. 

■ No partioalar properties BEcribed to plants of thia familj. Tlie Saponsritt, aosp wort, is used for 
soap, and sometimes as a wash in syphilitic diseases of the skin. 

» Purslane, like the Spring-beauty, are eaten as greens, eooked, or raw for salad. 

' Plants of this family aoutaia a d«mulaent mucilage used as cataplasm or as emollient drink. The 
Cacao (Theobroma) and the Cotton (Gossypium herbaoeum) belong to this family. 
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TIUACE^; GEBANIACEJ:. 



Latin Names. 



Enoliru Names. Geoloo'l Station. Natubal Hasitat. 



Cailirrhoe, NatL 

C. digitata, Nutt., . . . . 
•C. pedata,T.& Gr., . 
Gossi/pium, Ii., . , Cotton. 
G. berbaceum, L , . 






Abfitilon, Tourti., . . Indian Mallo' 
A. Avicennie, Giirt., . Velvet-leaf, 



Rocky, open places. 

Cultivated. 

Dry sterile places. 

Waste places, Ac. Introd. 



mla, L., 

T. Americana, L., . 

7 T. alba, Midi., . 



Tiliaces.' Lindm Family. 



KeliaceaB. Bead-Tree Family. 



LinaceBB.' Flax Family. 



Linura, L , . . . Flax. 
L, Virginianum, L , . Wild flaj 
L. pecenne, L., . . 



Sandy, . . Borders of prairies. 
Limestone, . Prairies, 



OxalidaceEB.* Wood-Sorrel Famihj. 

Oxalis, L., . . . Wood sorrel. 

0. violacea, L., . . Violet wood sorrel, . SantJstone, . Rocky wood: 

0. Btrieta, L., . . Yellow wood sorrel. .... Cultivated g 



Geranium, L., 

G. maculatara, L.,° 

7 G. Carolinianum, 






Thickela and prairies. 
Barren places. 



hite. The fruit haa been ] 
and TaluaUe drink. 

1DUS, though ea 



nbyhi 



' The plants of this famil; have nearljthe sa 
19 used for making ropes and coarse cloth, 
making ehoDolaCe. The ten of the doners an t 

' The fruit of this tree, which is cultivated ai 
and children. Used as a vermifuge. Its pnlp, says Michsui, Is good 
tion of the hark as tea is verraifiige and also purgative. Used for inti 

' Plants of this &mil7 are known by the us£ of the fibres of the stems. The seeds of the common 
Plal {Lijitimaiitatiaiimma, L.) are emollient as cataplasm, and yield a valuable oil. The Cotton has 
banished the Flai from the Soathern States. 

* All the species of this family contain a considerable quantity of oxalate of potash, which gives to the 
planlB an agreeable taste and cooling, laxative properties, 

• Plant with ehort, branching stems, leaves cut in three or live divisions, large purplish flower, and 
long-beaked eapsule. Muoh osed as family medicine. Root (collected in autumn) astringent, without 
bitter taste, useful in diarrhcea, children cholera, loss of blood, stone in the bladder. 
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BALSAMINACE^; EUTACE^; ANACABDIACEjE ; VITACILE. ,S53 

LiTiH Names, Englisb Haukb, Qbdloo'l Statioh. Natukal Haditat. 

BaLBaminaceEe.' Balsam Family. 

Impaiiens.h., . . Jevfel-vfeed. 

I.pallidii, NqU., . . Pale Touch-me-not, Limeatone, . Mammoth Spring. 

7 I. fulva, Nutt., . . Spotted Touch-me-not, " . . Wet shadj plaeea. 

BataoecB. Bue Famil//. 

Zatdhoxj/lum, Col.,* . Prickly Ash. 

7 Z. Amervcanum, Mill., '' . . Limestone, . Bocky places. 

*? Z. Carolinianum, N., . . , . ■ " . . " " 

•Z,macrop]ijlIum,Nutt,' " " 

Pteha, L., . . . Hop-tree. 

P. trifoHala, L ,* . . - " . . Limestone, . Bocky banks. 

AUanthus, Desf., . . Cliineae Sumach. 

A. glandulosus, Desf.,' Cultivated, 

Anacardiacese.^ C'aakem Famiin. 

BAus, L , , . . Snmach. 

*B, eotinoides, Nutt., Limestone, . Banks of Grand Eiver. 

B. glabra, L., . . Smooth Sumach, . " , . Rockj, barren places. 
B. typhina, L,, . . Stagborn Sumach, ..... Hillsides and prairlca. 
R, copalliiia, L., . . Dwarf Snmach, . ■' . . Barren. 

? B. venenata, D C.,' , Poison Sumach, Swamps. 

E. Toxicodendron, L.,' , Poison Ivy, . . Mostly climbing. Barren and rich land, &c. 
B. aromatiea. Ait., , Fragrant Sumach, ■ Limestone, . Bocks and barren. 

VitaceSB. Vine Family. 

Vilia, Tour., . . . Grape. 

*V. bipinnata, T. & Gr., Damp, rich bottoms, 

•V. incisa, Nutt., . , Prairies and copses. 

*V. indivisa, Willd., Swamps and bottoms. 

V. labrusca, L., . . Northern Fox grape, Limestone, . Moist thickets, 

v. aestivalis, Mich., . Summer grape, . Cherty limestone. Dry rocky places. 

■V. cordifolia, Mich., . Frost grape, Thickets along rivers. 

•V. riparia, Mich., .......... " " " 

V. vulpina, L., . . Mascadine, . . Liraeslone, . Rocky places. 

' Fine naroB, but no valuable property. 

" Shrubs nith pinnats leaves sud priekly stems. Ba,rk bitter, arDntatiD, causing in the mouth the flon 
of saliva; nsed against toothnclfc, paralysis of the tongne and of the muscles of the mouth. Also a sudo- 

' Suttall soys that this Bpecies grows in Arkansos rather than the former. 

' Frnit bitter, aromatic, used as a substitute for Hops in the Cabrieatiaa of beer. 

■ Fine shade tree, but objectionable on account of the had odor of the flowers and its disposition to 

• Ho American species of this family has any good property. Some speoira are prisonous. 
' Very poisonous. 1 have not seen it in Arkansas, but people said it was abundant in theswamps. 
' Poisonous, like the former, to the touch. Milk sicknesa is attiibuted to it in i 
23 
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ehamnacej:; celastkacej; ; sapindace^; aceeine^. 



Latin Names. Enoltsh Names. Gboloo'l Station. Natubal Habitat. 

Ampelopna, Mich., . Virgiuian creeper. 

A. quill quefolia, . . " . . Limest 



Alluvia! in voods. 



BIiainiiaCGEe.' BuckQiom Family. 

Berchemia, NeCk., . . Supple Jack. 

B. volnbiiia, DC, . . Damp rich boltoma. 

Ehamnuf, Tourn., . , Buckthorn. 

? R, lanceolatus, Pursh., .... Limestone, . Cliffs. 

R, Carolinianns, L., . Alder Bucklhoru, Barren banks, &a. 

Ceanothua, L., . , New Jeraej tea. 

C. Ameiicanns, L., . '' " . Sandj*, . . Drj thickets and prairies. 
*C. ovalis, Bigel., " . . Rocky places. 



Celastraceee. Staff tree Fomlli/. 

CelasiruSj L., . . Siaff-tree. 

? C. scftudens, L., . . Waxwork, Thickets. 

.Euojiymus, Touru.,' . Spindle-tree. 

E. atropurpui-eua, Jack., Burning bush, Shady places, thic 

7 E. Americanus, L., . Strawberry bush, Rocky shady plac 



Stapkylea, L., 

8. trifolia, L., 

Aesculus, L.,* 

■*A. Pavia, L., 

? A. flava. Ait, 

Sapindiis, L., 

*S. margjnatus, Willd., 



Sapiudacese. Soapberry Family. 

Bladder-nut. 

" . . Limestone, 

Buckeye. 

Red Buekeje, . Limestone, 

Sweet Buckeye, . " . . . 

Soap-berry. 



Thickets and banks. 



Alluvial soil. Thickets. 
Rich bottoms. 



Jeer, Tour., . . 
A. saccharinum, L.,* 
A. dasycarpum, Bhr,," 
7 A. rubrum, L.,' . 
Negundo, Moeu., . 


Maple. 

Sugar maple, . 
Silver maple, . 
Red maple, . 
Ash leaved maple. 



Limestone, . Shady banks. 
" and sandy. River banks. 
" alluvial, . Swamps and ba 

Linie'one, alluvial, Low grounds. 



' Bark and fruit of apeoies of tliis family ara genaridly purgative, and sometimes vomitive, 
" Wood bard, tough, nsed for spindlsa, and bj watchmakers for cleaning-wood. 
' Fruit abounds in potaeh and storcb. Bark bitter, tonic, good for tanning and dyeing yellow 
Wood soft. 

* Verj rare in Arkansas. Wood strong, heav;, not durable, used for cabinet work ; slow seasoning. 

" Wood Sne-grained, light, employed for chairs, stocks of guns, &e. Probably grows in Arkansas. 
' Common in Arkansas, aenerally in a rich lime soil. Wood fine and even-grained, yellowish 
veined, nsed for cablnet-nork. 
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POLTGALACE^; LEGUMINOS^. 355 

Latin Names. Enqlihh Nambb, Geoloql Station. N:\TrBAL Habit,*!. 

Polygalaceffi. Milkwort Farnily. 

rolygala, Tour.,' . . Milkwort. 

*P. purpurea, L., Wet meadows, prairies. 

P. luttea, Sand, . , Barren, 

•P. inearnata, L., Dry soil, prairies. 

P. vertieillata, L., Saod, . . Fields and barren. 

P. faatigiata, Nutt., Prairies and barren. 

Krameria, Loefl., . 

*K. laneeolata, Tor., Sand, . . Barren. 



LeguminosEB.' Ftdse Family. 



Lupinm, Tonr., . . Lupine. 

? L. villoBus, Wllld. 

Crotolaria, L., . . Rattle-box, 

C. sagittalis, L., 

Trifolium, L.,* . , Clover. 

T, arvenae, L., . . Slone clover, . 

T. ptatense, L., . . Red tlover, . 

T. reflexum, L.,* . . Buffalo clover, 

T. repens, L., . . While clover, . 

*T. Carolinianum, Mich.,' 

Sosackkt, Dong, 

*Purshiana, Bent., .... 

PsoraUa, L. 

*P. Iinearirolia,T.&Gr. 

*P. digitata, Nutt., .... 



Nut 

■*P. cryptocarpa, T. & Gt. 
*P. eglandulosa. Ell,, . 
*P. aitnplex, Nutt., 
P. melilotoides, Mich., , 
DaUa,h. 

*D. lasiflora, Pursh., 
*D, lanuginosa, Nutt., . 
*D. anrea, Nutt, . 
D. alopeeuroides, Willd., 



Barren. 

a, Barren. 

Fields and barren. 

CultivateiJ. 

Woods and meadows. 

Old fields. 

Fields. 



Hilla of Arkansas River. 
Prairies. 

Dry soil. 

Plains of Red River. 

Prairies and barren. 

Prairies. 

Banks of Arkansas River, 



; employed against the 



it dysentarj, &<t. Pro 



' Properties different. Some species are strongly purgatiTe, eome Terroifage, most of them nntritive, 
either for uan bj the seeds like the henns, or for cattle by the stems and leaves like the clover. Some 
species give a, blue color used for dyeing ; some are most usefnl gums. Gum Arabic, Copabes. Balm of 

ciall; when turned in. 

' An American apeoiea. Flowers as large as the Red olorer. Merits to be tried for cullj ration. 

' Species of sweet clover (Melilotua) and of Lucerne (Medieago) are numerous and much cultivated 
in Enrope ; but our American climate is too dry for each culture. 
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356 



LEGUMINO&a;. 



Latih Kahes, E.volibu Names, Oeoloo'l Station. Natdbal Habitat. 

J'ela/oalemon, Mich. 

*P. multiflornm, Null., Prairies. 

P. eandidum, Mich., Dry prairies. 

*P. phieoides, T. & Gr. 

P. violaceum, Mich., Limestone, . High prairies. 

*P. deeumbena, NutL, Plaioa of Bed River. 

Amorpha, L., , . False Indigo. 

A. fruticosa, L., Sandstone, . Eoelty creeks. 

*A. panicukla, T. & Gr., Prairies.? 

*A. caneseens, Nutt.,^ . Lead plant, Dry prairies. 

Bobinia, L., . . . Locust-tree. 

R. Pseudacacia, L.,' . White Locust, . Liineatone, . - Rocky placea and prairies. 

E. hispida, L., Sandstone, . Dry barren hills. 

Sesbania, Pers. 

*S. macrocarpa, Muhl,, Wet places. 

lipJirosia, Pera,, . . Hoary Pea. 

T. Virginiana, Pers., . Goat's Rue, . . Sandstone, . Dry barren hills. 

*T.onobrychoides, Nutt,, Plains of Bed River. 

T. spieata, T. & Gr., Sandstone, . Dry barren places. 

? T. hispidula, Mich., " . . " 

Olycyrrhha, Tour., . Liquorice. 

*G. lepidota, Nait., Banks of rivers. 

Indigo/era, L., . , Indigo plant. 

•I. leptosepala, Nutt., Plains of Arkansas River. 

Astragalus, L., . , Milkvetch. 

*A. trichocalyx, Nutt., Prairies. 

•A. paehjearpus, T.&Gr., Prairies. 

*A. distortas, Nutt. 

*A. Nuttallianus, D C, " 

? A. Canadensis, L., Sandy, . . Thickela. 

? A. Mexieanus, DC, Prairies. 

Aeschymmene, L., . . Sensitive Joint Vetch. 

A. hispida, Willd., Sand, . . Plains. 

Desmodium, D C., . Tick Trefoil. 

D. nudiflcrum, DC., Sandstone, . Rocky woods. 

D. acuminatum, D C, " 

D. pauciflorum, DC, Hilly woods. 

D. Canadense, D C, Dry woods and prairies. 

D. caneseens, DC.,..,. .... Rich soil, prairies, 

*D.cuspidatum, T. AGr., Banks of rivers and roads. 

•D, viridiflorum. Beck,, Alluvial, . , Woody bottoms. 

*D. rhombifolium, DC, .... " . ' . Dry rich soil. 

? D, ciliare, DC.,... Dry hills and copses. 

•D. rigidum, DC. Open woodland. 



' Said to grow on lead-bearing rocka. I did not see it in A 

" Valuable species. Common in AtkBuaas, bnt often a abn 

fine-grained, atrong, reaiating decay better tban any other T 

oabinet-work. Much exported to England, bnt becoming 

Boots sweet-taaled. 



). Wood greenish, yellow, brown-yeined, 
>Qd. Used in naval architecture and in 
oarce. Leaves esceEent food for cattle. 
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LEGUMINOS^. 357 

Latin Names. Ebgluh Names. Gkoioo'i Station. Natuhal Habitat. 

D. sessilifolium, T. & Gr., Prairies. 

? D. rotundifolium, D Ct Dry soil. 

D. panic ulatum, DC, Wooda and prairies. 

Lespedeza, Mich., . . Bush clover. 

L. proeumbens, Mich., Cherl&Sand8tone,Rockj wooda. 

L. repens, Bart., " " Dry soil, barren. 

L. violacea, Pera Sand, . . Wooda and thickets. 

L. Stuvei, Nutt., Limestone, . Barren and hilla. 

L. hirta, Ell., ...... Sandstone, Ac., . Dry rocky prairies. 

L. capitata, Mich., " u a 

Styloaanihea, Sw., . . Pencil flower. 

8. elatior, Sw., ... ... Sand, . . Barren, 

Ykia, Tour., . . . Vetch Tare. 

V. Americana, Walt., Borders of thickets. 

V. Caroliniana, Walt., Banks of prairies. 

*V.Lieyenworthii,T.&Gr. 

*V. miorantha, Nutt., Prairies and woods. 

Lathyms, L., . . Everlasting Pea. 

•L. pnsillns. Ell., Prairies? 

Phaaeohis, L., . . Kidney-Bean. 

? P. perennis, Walt., . Wild Bean, . . Limestone, . Rocky banks. 

*P, leiospermns, T. & Gr., Plains. 1 

Dolichos, L. 

*D. mnlliflorus, T. & Gr., . . . . Alluvial, . . Banks. 

Apioa, Boer., . . , Ground-nnL 

A. tnberosa, Moen., Alluvial, . . Shady fertile soil. 

Rht/nchoaia, D C, 

R. tomentosa, T.& Gr.| . .... Sandstone, . Dry open places. 

•R. latifolia, Nutt., Woods. 

Galactia, R.Br., . . Milk Pea. 

*G. pilosa, T. & Gr., ..... Sandstone, . Dry open woods. 

Amphicarpaea, Ell., . Hog pea-nut. 

A. monoica, Nutt., Woodland, thickets. 

*A. Pitcheri, T. & Gr., Plains of Red River. 

Clitoria, L., . , . Balterfly-pea. 

C. Mariana, L., Sand? . . Dry soil. (M. Cox.) 

Baplisia, Vent., . , False Indigo. 

*B, lanceolata, Ell. ■ Sandstone, . . Dry rocky soil. 

*B. villosa, Eli. 

'*B. sph^rocarpa, Nutt., .... Alluvial, , . Plains. 

B. leucophiea, Nutt., . . . - . . Sandstone, . Banks of rivers. 
*B. australis, R. Br. ....." " 

B. leneanlha, T. & Gr., Rich soil. 

Sophora, L. 

*S. affinis, T. & Gr., Prairies. 

Gercis, L., . . . Red-Bud. 

C. Canadensis, L.,' Alluvial, . . Rich banks and bottoms. 



Q in Arkansas. Wood h 



nely veinsd, ausoaptible of good polish. Buds preserved ir 
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358 LEGUMINOa^E ; EOSACE^. 

Latin Nambb. EjiausH Names. Gkoloo'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

Cassia, L., . . . Senna. 

C. Marilaudica, L.,' . Wild Senna. Alluvial Lime,, . Fat bottoms. 

*0. obtusifolia, L., Dry soil. 

C. ehamtecrisla, L., . Partridge pea, . Limestone chert, Sandy and rockj prairies. 
Gymnocladas, Lam., . Co£fee-tree. 

G. Canadensis, Lam.,' Banks of rivers. 

GlediUchia, L,, . . Honey Locust. 

G. triacaothos, L.,* . Black Locust, , Limestone, . Rich soil, barren, wet, and 

Schrankia, Willd., , Sensitive Briar. [dry bottoma. 

S. ancinata, Willd., Sand, . . Barren and prairies. 

Dernnanlhus, Willd. 

D. brachyloba, DC, Sandy, . . Prairies and hanks. 

*D. Jaraesii, T. A Gr., SourcesofCanadianEJTer. 

•D. leptolohua, T. & Gr., Prairies.? 

Acacia, Neck. 

*A. lutea, Lea., .,......,. Prairies. 

*A, hirta, Nutt., Plains of Red River. 



KoaaoeSB.* Rose Famihj. 



Pruntu, L., . 

P. Americana, Mart ,* 

"■p. Chicasa, Mich,, 

P. pumila, L., 

P. serotina, D C.,' . 

*P. Caroliniana, Mich.; 

Sj>ir(Ba,L., . 

S. opulifolia, L., . 

•S. aruncus, L., . 

Gillenia, Moench, . 

G. atipulacea, Nntt.,' 



Plum and Cherry. 
Wild plum, . 
Chickasaw plum, . 
Dwarf cherry. 
Wild black cherry, , 



Nine bark, 



Indian Physic. 
American Ipecac, 



Alluvial lime, Ac, Banks and thickets. 

Limestone, . Rocky banks. 
M. G. and sandst.. Alluvial woods. 
Limestone, . Rocky banks. 

Limestone, . ■ Banks and rocky creeks. 
" . . Shady and rocky creeks. 



' The Uh 



fever 



very valHttbIa a 






t fevers. The plant abounds n 



e the 



' Wood hard, fough, atroog, good for building i 

' Wood hard, fifty-two pounds per cnbie feet v 
fences aa eBpling. drone everywhere, bnt likee limestone soil. 

• Plants generally with an astringent prinoiple, which makes some species useful in medicine as febri- 
fuge, or against dysentery. Some have been compared to Cinchona. This principle is found diluted in 

in the tall. The kernels of some fruits of this family give by distillation Prussio acid, a violent poison. 
Useful gums esude from some trees of this moat interesting family, which gives ns our finest flowers for 
the garden. 

' Is much improved by cultivation. Frumit apittusa baa been introduced for hedges. 

' A large tree, common in Arkansas. Wood compact, fine-grained, susceptible of brilliant polieh 
good for cabinet-work. The bark, branches, and roots have an aromatic taste, and are tonic. The fruit 
in Brandy is a cordial against fevers. 

' Flower white, with erect a little unequal petals. Leaves out in three, with divisions doubly dentate, 
with a large stipule at the base. Many properties have been attributed to it without reason. It has a 
bitter and pungent taste. Always grows on a poor soil. 



., Google 



EOSACEJ;: CALTCANTHACE^. 



Latin Nambs. 
Agrimonia, Tour., . 
? A. Eupatork, L., 

A. psrvifloraj Alt., 
Sanguisorba, L., , 

Geum, L., 

G. album, Gm., 

•G. Virgbianum, L , 

*G. vemum, . 

PeteniiUa, L., 

P. Canndensia, L., 

Fragaria, Tour., . 

F. Virgin! an a, Ehr., 

Rtibas, L., 

B. vlllosus. Ait., 

R. Canatleusis, L , . 
B. trivialis, Mich., . 
B. cuneifolius, Fursh., 
Rosa, Tourn., 
R. setigera, Mich., . 
R. Ineida, Elir., . 
*R. foliosa, Nutt., . 
Cratcegus, L.,' 
Crus-galli, L., 



C. 

C. tomentosa, L,, . 

C. panctata, Jacq., 

C. spathulata, Micb., 

*C. (estiTalis, Tor. & Gr. 

C. flara. Ail., 

? C. par^ifolia, Ait., 

i^nis, L., . 

? P. coronaria, L,,* 

? P. angostifolia, Ait.* 

P. arbutifolia, L., . 

AmelancMei; T. & Gr., 

? A. Canadensis, T. & Gi 



EMOLiaH NAHsa. 
Agrimony. 



Great Bu 



Strawberry. 



S ramble. 

High Blackbeny, 

Dewljerry, 

Low Bush .Blackberry, 

Sand Blaciberry, 

Prairie Rose, , 
Dwarf Rose, . 



Dwarf thorn, . 

Pear-apple. 

Crab-apple, 

Chokeberry, . 
Juneberry. 
Shad Bush, . 



Geoloo'l Statioh. Natitbal HaB[TA 
Limestone, • Woods and banks. 

Plains of Red River 



Prairies, (M. Cox.) 
Damp fertile soil. 
Woods and thickets. 

Dry prairies. 

Woods and prairies. 

Borders of woods and pra. 
Rocky hilts and creeks. 
Dry soil, barren. 
Banks. 

Banks, prairies, and botl. 
Margin of swamps. 



Cherty, 
Clayey soil, 



Sandstone, 
Limestone, 



Limestone & s; 
Sandy, . 



Sandstone, 
Sandstone, 



Thickets and banks. 
Thickets. Rocky banks. 
Woods & swamps. M.Spg. 
Borders of prairies. 
idy,Prairies. Mam. Springs. 
Low wet banks. 
Prairies. 
Dry soil. 

Borders of woods. 



Swampy ground, springs, 
and dry rocky places. 



Calyeantliacese. Jlhpi 
. Carolina Allspice. 



Familij, 
Sandstone, . Rocky hilts, &c. 



* I did 
Sorthern 
" Resembles the former, and 



ies for hedges is CratEegns oiyftoantha, L.,, introduced from Europe, 

this species on oui wa; through Arkansas, but heard that it tra^ in plenty ai 



otleu confounded w 
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MELASTOMACE^E; LTTHBACE^; ONAGEACEiE. 



Enqlisr Names. Geoloq'l Station, Natukal Habitat. 



Ehexia, L., . . . Deer-graas. 

*R. Virgiaiea, L,, Sandy, , , Moist plaeea. 

Lythracese. Loosestrife Family. 
HyptArichia, Curt. 

*H. Nuttallii, T. & Or., Slow streams, ponds. 

Ammanaia, Houat. 

*A. latifolia, L., Wet places. 

Lythmm,L.,. . . Looseslrifr. 

L. alatum, Parsh., Wet prairies. 

Decodon, Qmel. 

7 D. yerticillatum, Gm., Swainps of Mississ. River. 

Cvphea, Jacq. 

C. viscosissima, Jacq , Clay, . . Roads and wet prairies. 

Onagraceffi. Uveniny- Primrose Family. 

Oenothera, L , . . Evening Primrose. 

0. biennis, L., ......... . Prairies. 

•0. rhorablpetala, Nutt,, Plains of Bed River, 

•O. sinuata, L., . . . . . . ... . Fields and grassy places. 

•0. speciosa, Nutt., Plains of Red River. 

0. linifolia, Nntt., Sandy, . . Prairies. 

*0. triloba, Nutt. Arid plains of Red River. 

*0. serrulata, Nutt, " " 

Gaura, L. 

G. biennis, L., ...... Limestone, . Rocky prairies. 

0. filipes, Sp., " . . " " 

*G. sinuata, Nntt. 
•G. villosa, Torr. 



*G. parviflora, Doug. 
Stenoiiphon, Spaeli. 
S. virgatus, Sp., ...... Magneaian limesl.. Barren. 

JusiCcea, L. 

*J. repens, L , Ponds, 

*'J. occidentalis, Null,, ......... Margin of ponds, 

•J. leplocarpa, Nutt., Ponds and swamps. 

Ludwigia, L., . . False Loosestrife. 

L, alternifolia, L., Swamps. 

L. poljcarpa, Sp. & C, C)ay, . . Low prairies, 

L. palustris. Ell., Limestone, . Along streams. 

Proserpinaca, L., . . Mermaid weed. 

P. palustris, L., Swamps and ditches. 

MyTWphyllum, Vat., . Water Milfoil. 

H. spicatnm, L., Bayous. 

•M. heterophyllum, Mich., Ponds and slow streams. 

M. scabratum, Mich , Mammoth Spring. 
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LOASACEJ;; SAXIFKAGACE^. 361 

Latih Names. Englibh Names. Geoloo'l Statics. Natural Habitat. 

Loasacece. 

Mentxelia, Plum. 

*M. oligosperma, Nutl., . ..,..,,. Rockj places. 

»M. rhombifoiia, Nutt., Plaias of Red Elver. 



Cactaceae. Cactas Family, 

Opvniia, Tourn.,' . . Priciily pear. 

0. vulgaris, L. Limestone, . Eoctia. 

0. Miasouriensia, Nutt., Arid plaina. 



GrOBBQlaceee. Currant Family. 

IlibeSjL., , , . Currant. Gooseberry. 

R. floridura, L., Limestone, . Eocky borders of M. S 

*E. aiireura, Pursk, " . . Banks of streams. 

*E. tenuiflorum, Lind., " . . " " 



PassMoraceas. Passion Flower Family. 
PassiJlora,'L., . . Passionflower. 



Sand and clay, . Thiokets, dry, poor soil. 
*P. lutea, L-, Alluvial, . . Thickets, bottoms. 



Cncnrbitaceas. Gourd Family. 

Sicyos, L., . . . Star Cucumber. 

*S, angulatus, L., Sandy, . , Banks of rive 



CraSBulaceSE. Oi-pine Family. 

Sedum, L. . . . Stone-crop. 

*8. sparaiflorum. Nutt., Plains of Bed River. 

S. ternatum, Mich., Limestone, . Rocky banks. 

S. pulohellum, Mich., " . . Humected rocks. 

I'enlhoTUm, Gron., . Ditch atone-crop. 

P. sedoides, L., Limestone, . Ditches and wet prairies. 



Saxifragaeeffi. Saxifrage Family. 

Saxifraga, L., . . Saxifrage. 

S. Tirginiensis, Mich., Sandstone, Ac, Humeoted rocks. 

■ ItiePricklrpearreddenathennneofthoBanhoeat it insamequnDtity. Thia Lai been taken u 
effiudon of blood, but it is onl; a harmlesB coloration. 
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362 SAXIFBAGACE^ ; nAMAMELACK^: ; UMBELLIFER^. 

Latin Naues, ENOLiaa Names. Gidloo'l Station. Natural Hasitat, 

Heuckera, L., . . Alum root. 

H. Americana, L.,i . " . , Limeatone, &c , . Prairies. 

Hydrangea, Gron. 
H. arborescens, L., , , . . . Saudstotie, . Bock; bauks. 

Hamamelaceie. 

Hamamelia,!!., . . Wltoh-Hazel. 

H, Virginica, L.,' Limestone, . Eocky banka and woods. 

Ligiddambor, L., . . Sweet gam. 

L. Styraciflua, L.,' ..... Sandstone, . Alluvial fertile soil. 

UmbelliferEe.* Parsley Family. 
Hydrocotyle, Tour., . Pennywort. 

H. ombellata, L., Limewater, . Mammoth Spring. 

? H. raiiuneuloides, L., ........ . Borders of streams. 

Sauicula, Toum., . . Black snakeroot. 

S. Marilandica, L., Woods and tbieketa. 

Eryngium, Tour., . . Button snakeroot. 

*E. diffuaum. Tor., Canadian River. 

*B.LseTenworthii,T & Gr., Plains of Red River. 

B. yuccfefolinra, Mich., . Button snakeroot,' . Alluvial, . . Swamps and bottoms. 
E. Virgiuianum, Lam., . " . Saniialone, . Rocky open woods. 

*E. Baldwinii, Spr., Sand, . . " " sterile places. 

Daucus, Tourn., . . Carrot. 

? D. Carota, L.,* Roadsides. 

*D. pnsillus, Mich , Prairies. 

Polytoenia, D C. 

?P. Nuttal!ii,DC., Barren. 

Poitinaca, Tone, . . Parsnip. 

? P. saliva, L., Fields. Introduced. 

' This plttQt ia generally known under the name of Alum-root. In Arkansas, it grows espeoially on 
dry rocky prairies. The whole plant is glandular, hnirj, with roundish-lobed leaves from the root, lite 
the scape, bearing a long greenish raceme of small flowers. The pnlverized root is used with snticeu in 

' Resembles the true Haiel by Ita leaves, but eaeily known by greenish-yellow fl w jpe g th 
fall and winter. Its branches were need for divining rode. The Indians ub d t b k led 

cine. It has no real medical virtue. 

' A large and beaBtiful tree, with compact, fine-grained, but easily decayed w d d f b t 

work. The gum which exudes from the tree in summer haa a pleasant odor, b t m d t p p t 

' Plants with various properties in different parts. RooU generally eatable d hi m I k th 
Carrot, Leaves and stems, as in the Water Hemlock, containing an acrid ju ft y p 

name of the family indicates the disposition of their small white flowers bo m p d ! 

arranged like the brauches of an umbrella. 

> Plant with long linear leaves about one ineli broad, oiliote with soft sj fl w 1 g 

pednncle, in round green heads. Root bitter, aromatic, highly esteemed in the Sooth aa diaphoretic and 
expectorant. 

' Sometimes escaped from garden. 
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UMBELLIFER^. 363 

Latih Naues. Ebglise Names. Geoloq l Station, Natubal Haditai. 

An^ieaiora, DC.,. . Cowbane. 

A. rigid a, D C.,' ..■•...,.. Sivamps. Wet meadows. 
Tiedmannia, DC, . Fahe Water Dropwurt, 

? T. teretifolia, D C,,» 
Cymoptenia, Raf. 

*C. glumeratus, . Plains. 

Cynosciadium, D C. 

*C. digitatum, DC., Wet prairies and ponda. 

*C. pinnatum, DC, " " 

JliiMpiuni, Nutt., . . Meadow Parsnip, 

T.barbinode, Nutt., Limestone, . Rockj banks. 

Zbtia, D C. 

Z. integetTima, DC, Rich wouds, 

Helosciadium, Koch. 

•H. leptophjllum, DC, .... Alluvial, . . Banks. 

LeplocavlU, Nutt. 

*L. inermis, Nutt., Prairies. 

*L diffuBus, Nutt., " 

*L. patens, Nutt., " 

*L. ecbinatua, Nutt. 

Cicuia, L., . . . Water hemlock. 

? C. maeulala, h.? . . Spotted Cowbane. Beaver-poison, Swamps. 

Stum, L., . . Water Parsnip. 

S. angusti folium, L., Limestone water, Mammoth Spring. 

Chisrophyllum, L., . Chervil. 

C. procumbeiis, Lam., Moisl, ahady, rich soil. 

*C. Tainturieri, Hook Sc Am., Prairies. 

Conium, L,, . . . Poison Hemlock. 

? C maculatum, L.,^ Roadsides. Introduced. 

Eulophm, Nutt. 

*E. Americanus, Nutt., Prairies. 

Alrema, D C 

*A, Americana, DC,. . . Prairies. 

Erigmiia, Nutt., . , Harbinger of Spring. 

? B. bulboaa, Nutt., Alluvial, . . Rich shady bolt oma. 
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ARALIACE^; CORNACEJE; CAPEIFOLIACE^. 



Latis Names. 



Aralia, L., 

A. spinosa, L., . . Hercules' club, 

A. quinquefolia, T. k Gr., Ginseng,' 



English Nahss. Geoloo'l Station. 
AraliaCGGB. Ginseng FamUy, 



Natubal Habitat. 



CoTDa06(e. Dogwood Family, 



C. sericea, L., 

Nyasa, L., . 

N. multiflora, Witng., 

N. grand iden lata, Micli,, Large Tupelo, 

•N. eapitata, Walt., . Ogechee Lime, 



. Dogwood, 

. Einni^inuik, . 

. Stiff cornel, . 

. Tupelo. Sour Gur 

. Black gum,* 



Sand and lime, 4c. Dry hilk, borders of wood. 
Limestone, &c., Banks of streams. 
" Mammoth Spring. 

Sandstone & cbert. Fertile soil. Hillsides, bka. 
Alluvial, . . Swamps and bajous. 



CaprifoliacesB.' HonegsuckU Family, 

Sgrnphoricarpas, Dill, . Suowberry. 

S. vulgaris, Mich., , . Lidian Curraut, , On every formation and situation. 

Lonicera, L., . . Honeysuckle. 

1 L. sempervirens, Ait-, Borders of swamps. 

L. albiflora, T. & Gr.,' Limestone, . Baults and prairies. 

Triosleam, L., . . FevermorL Horse Gentian. 

T. perfoliatum, L.,' . " . . Limestone, . Prairies and rocky banks. 

*T, anguBtifolium, L,, Sbady places. 

Sambucua,!,, . , Elder. 

S. Canadensis, L., Limestone, . Rich soil, tliickets. 

Vtbumum, L,, . . Arrow wood. 

V. nudum, L., . . Withe-rod, . . Alluvial, . , Swamps. 

V. prunifolium, L., . Black haw, . . Limestone, . Bocky banks, thickets. 

V. dentatum, L., . .Arrow wood, . . Alluvial, . . Low ground. 

7 V. acerifolium, L., . Dock-Mackie, ■Woods. 



' Root aromatic nnd stimulant. Especially gathered for «] 

^ Wood elose-grained, used for eablaet-work and wooden ' 
The infusion of the flowers ia used against eolio. The barl 
aabeti toted for Cinchona. 

' Wood firm, olose-grained, and not to be apllt, on account of the crossing of its fibres. Used for wheels 
or Bbnfts, or euuh work as requires toughnees. It burns slowly and gives much heat. 

' Abounds in the BBampB of Southern Arkansas. A large tree. Wood sotl, scarcely used. 

' The fruit preserved in sugar is said to have a delicious flavor. 

' Some species have medical properties. The flowers of the Elder are sudorific, and the bark is emetic 
and purgative. The root of the Feverwort or Horse- Qentian is also purgative, and in strong doses a 






' Probably the at 



IB I have 



>u growing on 1 



' Stem hirsute, one to two feet high, with opposite oval 
dnll brown, and scarcely remarked in the a^l of the lea 
cf the Boss. 



banks above CatTOllton. But the le 
nled leaves, narrowed at the base. 






, resembling the fruit 
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RUBIACILE; YALEBIANACEiE. 



Galium, L., . 
*G. virgatum, Null., 
0. trifidnm, L., 
G. triflornm, Mich , 
G. pilosum, Ail., . 
*fl. circiezBUB, Mich., 
G. latirolium. Mich., 
Spermacoce, L , 
7 S. glabra, L., 
Diodia, L. 
D. teres, Walt., 
Ceplialanikua, L., . 
C. occidental 19, L., . 
Mifckella, L., . 
M, repens, L., 
OldeHlandia, Plum., 
? 0. glomerata, Mich.,^ 
O. fltenophjlta, T. & Gr. 
*0. longifolia, Hook., 
O. purpurea, T.& Gr., 
? 0. cseralea, Hook., 
*0. rainiina, T.&Gr., 
Metreola, L , . 
?M.petiolala, T.4Gr., 
Spigelia, L.,* . 
S. MftrilaudicH. L., . 



Enolish Names. Geoloo'i. Station. Natubal Habitat, 
RnbiaCGEB.' Madder Family, 



Dry prairies. 

Swamps, bottoms. 

Woods. 

Dry rocky woods. 

Rich soil, woodland. 

Bocky dry ridges. 

Banks. 

Dry soil, fields, Ac. 

Swamps, wet meadows. 

Mossy, rocky banks. 

Wet places, roadsides. 
Bocky open woods. 
Shady banks. 
Rocky woods. 
Prairies. 
Banks of rivers. 

Damp shady soih 

Eich woods. 



Partridge berry. 
Bluets. 



Sandstone, 
Alluvial, . 
Sandy, 

Sand, 

Alluvial, 
Limestone, 



Valerianaceae. Valerian Family. 



Fedia, Moench., , , Corn salad.' 
*P. longiflora, Tor. & Gr., 
*F. Nattallii, T. & Gr., . 



■ The Madder, CineLoua. Ipeencuanhii, Coffee, &a., belong to this family. The roots gene rail j eon - 
tain a red coloring matter used in dyeing ; the bark has a tonic, astringent, and febrifuge principle, and 
the seeds of some species have the iasia and stimalating property of the Coffee. 

" I have not seen it in Arkansas, but in Illinois and Missouri, near the limits of Arkansas. It is pro- 
bably there. 

' A well-known plant. Flower fine yellow-pink, funnel form. Root vermifuge. Ought tfl be used 
with prudence. The root should be gathered in autumn, and carefully dried before packing. It is used 
in infusion. If too strong, it may kill young ohlldren. 

' The Com Salad (Fedm olitoria) is cultivated in gardens, and introduced from Europe. 
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366 COMPOSIT-E, 

Latin Names. English Names, Geoloq'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

Compositfe.' 

Veronnia, Schreb . . . Iron weed. 

V.Noveboracensia,Willd.,' , . . ■ On every ground and station. 

*V. Baldwinii, ToQr., Arkansas River. 

V, fasciculata, Mich., Limestone, . Gravel of White River. 

*V. Jameaii, T. & Gr., Sand, . , Arkansas River. 

*V. Arkansenna, DC. " 

Elepkantopus, L.. , . Elephant's foot. 

E. Carolinianus, Wilid., .... Limestone, . Alluvia! bottoms. 

Liairis, Schr., . , Button snakeroot. 

L. elegans, Willd., ...... CLerty Limestone, Prairies and barrens. 

L. squarrosa, Willd., . Rattlesnake's master, " " " 

L. cylindraeea, Mich. Limestone, . Eockj woods and prairies. 

*L. pnnctata. Hook., Arid plains. 

L. gramiuifolia, Willd., Sandstone, . Pine barren, Nortii. Arks. 

L. spieata, Willd., Prairies. 

L pyeiiostachya,T.&Gr., .... Limestone, . High prairies. 

L. scariosa, Willd.,' . Snakeroot, . . " , . Rocky barren. 

Kahtiia, L. 

K. Eupatorioides, Limestone, . Barren and prairies. 

Eupalorium, Tour., . TLroughwort. 

? E. parpureum, L., .■ . . , . Allnvial, . . Low ground. 

? E. coronopifoliura, Willd., Barren and prairies. 

E. hyssopifolium, L., . . . . . Sandstone, . Dry roekj barren. 

E. altisslmum, L., Limestone, . Thickets around prairies. 

E. perforatum, L., . Eonesel, . , Alluvial Lime., . Swampyand rockyground, 

E. serolinnm, Mich., Damp soil. [springs. 

E. ageratoides, L., . . White Snukeroot,' . " " Borders of rich woodland. 

Conoclimim, D C., . Mist flower. 

C. coelestinum, DC.,," . . Alluvial Lime., , Rich banks and bottoms. 

Sericocarpus, Nees,, . White-topped Aster. 

L. solidaginens, Nees., Chert and sand, Dry rocky woods. 

Asier, L., . . . Aster. Starworl. 

*A. paludosus, Ait., Barren and prairies. 

A. serieeus. Vent., Limestone, . " " 

A. patena. Ait , Sandy, . . Woods and prairies. 



' This familj contains the greatest number of A 
Some species are hitt«r, i«nio, sndorifle. and their v 
snake-roots, for curing the bite of snakes. No Am< 
lese weeds and some flue flowering plants. 

> Over-credulous people have been induced to believe that tht 



le groi 



nndb. 



Itgi 



lantj. It has no remarkable properties. 

belongs to this ianiiily. It has moetly use- 

of this plant inilicates copper 



s everjwi 



' The root of this species and L. igjiarrosa is said to possess powerful diuretic properties, and 
used ia deooction as a gargle for sore throat. (Barb;.) All the Liatris are diuretic. 

■ This species, as well as the Boneset, has been indicated as causing milk sickness. Thej are ei 
harmleaa plants, which cannot injure the cattle. Thoj contnin a bitter, tonie, and febrifuge prii 
and are much used as popular medicines. The leaves of the Boneset are united together at tht 
Both common plants, with white flowers in iimbellai« panicles. 
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COMPOSITE. 



Latin Kames. Exglish Names. Geoloq'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

A. Itevis, L., Dry thickets, open woods. 

A. turbinellns, Lind., ..... Limestone, . Dry praines and barren. 

A. azureus, Lind., ...... Sandstone, . Rocky open woods. 

A. nndulatus, L,, " . . Dry woodland. 

A, eordifolius, L., Alluvial Lime., . Woods. 

A. sngittiefolins, Willd., Limestone, , Open woods. 

? A. ericoidee, L., Sand, , . Barren. 

A. multifloms. Ait., ..... "... " and prairies. 

7 A. dumosus, L., Woods. 

? A miser, L., Sandy, . . Old fields, 

A. tenuifoliua, L., Cherty Limestone, Open hilly woods. 

A. puniceus, L., ...... Limestone, . Prairies and barren. 

? A. prenanlboide3,Mub1., .... Alluvial, . . Banks and woods. 

A. grandiflorns, L., Limestone, . Ii«cks and banks. 

*A. oblongifoliua, Nutt., Dry prairies. 

•A. divaricafus, Null., ......... Swamps & saline prairies. 

Erigeron, L., . . . Flealiane. 

E, Canadense, L., Clay. &c , . . Dry open places. 

*B. divaricatnm, Mich., " . . " " 

? E. Philadelphieum, L., Fleabane,' Woodland and fields, 

*E. tenue, T. & Gc. Prairies k banks of rivers. 

E. annuHm, Pers., . . Daisy fleabane, ..... Fields and prairiea. 

? B. Btrigosum, Mubl., . D Open places. 

Diplopappus, Cass., . Donble-bristled Asler. 

D, linearifoliua, Hook., Sandstone, . Top of rocky hills. 

*D. amygdalinvis,T.&Gr, Moist places. 

Chistopappa, D C. 

*C. asteroides, DC........... Prairies. 

Boltonia, L'Her. 

7 B. glastifolia, L'Her,, Wet woods and swamps. 

Bellis, h., . . . Daisy. 

B. integrifolia, Micb., ..... Limestone, . Banks of streams (M.Cox). 
AmphiachyrU, D C. 

*A. dracunculoides, DC...... ... . Western Arkansas. 

Gulierrezia, Lag. 

*G. Texana, T. & Gr., Prairies. 

fhtidago, L., . . . Golden rod. 

S. squarrosa, Muhl., Limestone, , Rocky ridges. 

S, bicolor, L,, Open woods, dry places. 

S. pubens, 7 Curt.,' Limestone, . Woody hills on rocks. 

S. ctesia, L,, Sandy, . . Woods and hills. 

*S. angusta, T. & Gr , Lime,? . , Hot eprings. 

S. petiolaris, Alt., ...... Sandstone, . Dry open woods & prairies. 

S. speeiosa, Nutt,, Sandy, . . Prairies (rare). 

S. rigida, L., " . . Prairies (common). 

S, corymbosa. Ell., " 



lluretio properties 
of Solidago bioolo 
rough stem. 



IS broader and Etronglj ciliate. 
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COMPOSITES. 



Latin Names. Esolisu Names. Gkoloq'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

S. altissiina var. aspera., Thickets and old fields. 

S. ulmifoUa,? Muhl., Limestone, . Rocky ridges. 

S.Drnmmondii,T.&Gr. Prairies. 

S. pilosa, Walt., Sand, . . Dry prairies. 

S. odoTa, Ait.,' Sandstone, . Thickets and rookj woods. 

S. Boottii, Hook., " . . " " 

S. nemoralis, Ait , Rocky hills. 

S Tadula, Nutt , Sandstone, . Rocky ridges. 

•8.scaberri[na?T.&Gr., . Dry prairies. 

*S. Missourienais, Nutt., an 

8, Canadensis, L., Clierty, , . Rocky barren, 

S. gigaotea, Ait., Thickets. 

S. lanceolata, L,, Prairies. 

S. tenuifolia, Pursb., Sand, . . Dry prairies. 

Prionopsis, Nutt. 

*P. ciliata, NutL, Alluvial, . . Banks of Salt River. 

Grinddia, Willd. 
*G. Inoloides, WilH. 

G. lanceolata, Nutt., Magn. limestone, Barrens. 

Chrysopais, Nutt., . . Golden Aster. 

? C. Mariana, Nutt., . . . . . Sand, , . Barren. 

? C. villosa, Nutt., Prairies. 

•C. pilosa, Nult., Sandstone, . Pine woods. Open barren. 

Baecharis, L., . . Groundsel-tree. 

*B. salieina, T. & Gr., Banks of Arkansas River. 

Pluchea, Cass., . . Marsh Fleabane. 

P. foetida, DC, Alluvial, . . Damp rich soih 

Diaperia, Nutt, 

*D. prolifera, Banks of Red River. 

Inula,i,., . . .Elecampane. [troduced? 

I. Helenium, L.," Woods and thickets. In- 

Polymrtia, L., . . Leaf cup. 

P. Canadensis, L., Limestone, . Hillsides. Shady places. 

P.Uvedalia, L., Alluvial, . . Rich soil, femes. 

Ghryaogonum, L. 

? C. Virginianum, L., Dry soil, prairies. 

SyJphium, L., , , Rosin plant. 

S. laciniatum, L., . . Rosin weed, . . Limestone, . Prairies. 

S. terehinthinaceum, L., Prairie dock, ......" 

S. trifoliatum, L., Prairies and thickets. 

S. scaberrimum. Ell., ......... Prairies. 

S. integrifulium, Mich., Limestone, . Barrens. 

Berlandiera, D C. 

*B. Texana, DC, Woods. 

B tomentosa, T. &, Gr., Sandy, . . Dry Pine barrens. 

?B. incisa, T.&Or., On the Arkansasor Plate? 



vinegar to give it a 



of woods, and looks in 
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COMPOSIT/E. 369 

Latib Names. Esoiisa Names. Geolog'l Statics. NatukaI: Habitat. 
Sngdmanma/I.&Gr. 

B. pinnatifida, T. & Gr., Red River plains. 

I^iriheniiim, L. 

P. integrifolium, L Drj prairies. 

Iva, h; ■ , . . Marah Elder. 

*I. ciUata, Willd., Swamps and moist piacea. 

*I. angustifolia, Nutt., Prairies. 

Ambrosia, Tour., . . Ragweed. 

A. bideutata, Mich., ..... SaiiJj, . . Roadsides and prairies. 

A. arteniislKfoJia, L., ......... Prairies. 

A, trifida, L., Alluvial, . . Bottoms. 

A. poljatachia, DC,,. . . . . Limestone, . Barren and prairies. 
Xanthium, Tour., . . Coclileburr. 

X. Etrumarlum, L., Cultivated fields. 

Zinnia, L. 

Z. multifiora, L.,' ...... LlLiieatone, , Prairies. 

Tdragonotheca, Dill. 

T. hellanthoides, L., Sandstone, . Open hillv woods (rare). 

Eclipia, L. 

? E. procnmbens, Micti., .... Alluvial, . . Wet banks of rivers. 

Heliopsls,^^i3., . . Ox-eye. 

H.liEvis,Pers.andiiac.Seabra, . Drj soil, prairies, ic. 

Echinacea, MBnch., . Purple eone-flowcr. 

E. purpurea, M., Prairies {common). 

*E. angustifolia, DC, " 

*B. atrorubeus, Nutt., Plains. 

Eudbeekia, L., . . Cone flower. 

*R. bieolor, Nutl., Red River, plains. 

R. birta, L., Sandy, . . Dry prairies. 

R. fulgida. Ait., Prairies and barrens. 

?R. speciosa, Wead., Sandstone, . Roekj, open barrens. 

B. triloba, L., Dry prairies. 

R, subtomentosa, Pursh., Prairies. 

*R. grandlflora, Gmel., Plains of Red River. 

R. laeiniata, L. Wet places. Thickets. 

•R. maxima. Null., Plains, Red River. 

Dracopsis, Cass. 

*D. amplesicaulis, Cass., Low prairies. 

Helianihus, L., . . Sun-flower. 

*H. leuticularis, Dougl., ......... Prairies, 

*H. petioiaris, Nutt., Arid plains. 

*H. orgjalls, D C, " " 

*H. atrorubeus, L., ......... Dry soil. 

H. riglduB, Desf., Prairies. 

H. Ijetifiorua, Pers., Barrens and prairies. 

H. oceidentalis. Rid., Dry prairies. 

H. mollis, Lam,, ...... C he rty limestone. Barrens. 
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-370 COMPOSITE. 

LariN Names, Engli«i[ Names, GEOLOor, Statios. Natiikal Habitat. 

*S. grosaeaeiTatus, Mart., Dry plains. 

H. tomentosus, Mich., Eed upland, , Prairies and open places. 

? H. doronicoides, Lam., .... Alluvial, . . Bottoms. 

*H, Btrumosus, L., Copsesaiidliaiiksorrivers. 

*H. birButus.Raf,, DryprairieK. 

Actinomeris, Nutt. 

A. squarrosa, Nutt Limestone, . Banks and bottoms. 

A. helianthoides, Null,, Tliicljets and bottoms. 

Corsopsw, L., . . Ticksetd, 

*C. involucrata, Nutt, 

7 C. tripteris, L., Banks of rivera. 

C. verticillata, L., Moist places, prairies, 

*C. palmata, Nutt., ..... Limestone, . Banks and prairies. 

G. lanceolata, L., Prairies. 

*C. grandiflora, Nutt,, Plains. 

"C. linetoria, Nutt., Damp prairies. 

Coamidivm, Tor. & Gr. 

•C. filifolium, T.&Gr. Plains of Red River, 

mdeiis, L., . . , Bur-MiirijoM, 

B. eernoa, L,, . . " , . Limesloiic, . Springs. 

B, ehrjsanthemoides, Mich., . , . , Alluvial, . . Swampy bottoms, 
B. bipinnata, L., , , Spanish Needle.?, , Limestone,. . Banks and dry soil. 
SpJlanOiee, 8ar, 

*S. Niittii!lii,T.&Gr., Inundated places. 

Yerbenna, L., . . Crownbaard. 

? V, Siegesbeekia, Midi Banks and roadsides. 

V. Virginica, L,, Woods and dry soil, 

Dyiodia, D C. 

•D. tagetoides, T. & Gr. 

D.cbrysanthemoides, Lag., Banks of rivers & prairies. 

Gamardia, D C. 

*G. lanceolata, Mich., Barrens. 

*G. pinnatiflda. Tor., Plains. 

•G.pnlchella,Tor., Prairies. 

Fala/oxia, Lag. 

*P. Hooteriana, T. & Gr. 

P. callosa, T. i Gr., Limestone, . Barrens, 

Hymenopappus, L'Her. 

•H. corymboaus, T. & Gr., Prairies. 

Seleiimm.,L., . . False Sunflower. 

H. autumn ale, L., ...... Alluvial, . . Wet soil, prairies, &c. 

*H. tenaifolium, Nutt., Fields and roadsides. 

*H. quadridentatum, Lab,, Banks of rivers. 

? H. microcepbalum, DC, Texas or Arkansas? 

Leptopoda, Nutt. 

L. brachypoda, T. & Gr., Damp prairies. 

Marshallia, Scbreb. 

*M. csBspitosa, Nutt., Prairies. 

M.latifolia, Pursh., Limestone, . Barrens, 

Maruta, Cass., . . Mayweed. 

M. cotula, DC, Sandy, , . Dry fields. Introduced, 
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COMFOSJTyE. 



Latin Names. Esclish Names 

AchiUiea, L., . . . Yarrow. 
A. millefolium, L.,' . MiKuil, , 
Egleies, Cass. 
*E, Arkansana, Nutt. 
Artemisia, L,, . . Wurmwood. 
? A. dracunculoides, Pursli. 

•A.Lewisu,T.&Gr. 

? A. biennis, Willd. , 

Gnaphalium, L., . . Cudweed. 

G, decnrrena, Ives., . Everlasting, . 

G. poljcephalum, Mich., . . . , 

Erecktiles, Raf., . . Fireweed. 

E. hieracifolia, Raf., . " . . . 

Caealia, L., ■ ■ ■ Indian plantain, 

? C. reniformia, Muhl., . . . . . 

C. fttriplieifolia, L., .... 

C. tnberosaj Nutt., . . . . . 

Serteeio, L., . . . Groundsel. 

S. aureus, L., . . Squaw-weed, . 

Centaurea, L., . . Star thistle. 

*C. Americana, Nult., , . . . . 

drsium, Tour., . , Plumed thistle, 

C. altissimam, Spreng., . . . . . 

C. discolor, Spreng., . . , . 

C. Virginianum, Mich., . . . . , 

1 C. horridulum, Mich., .... 

Lappa, Tour.,2 . , Burdock. 

L. major, Giert,, 

Apogon, Ell. 

*A. bumilis, Ell. 

Krigia, Schreb,, . . Dwarf Dandelion. 

*K. Oecidentalis, Nutt. 

7 K. Virginioa, 

Cynthia, Don. 

? C, Virginica, Don., , , . . 
*a Dandelion, D C, .... 
Hieracium, Tour., . . Hawk-weed. 
H, scabrum, Mich., . , . , 
H. longipilum. Tor., . . , . 

■*H. Gronovii, L., 

Kahalui, Cass,, , . Rattles cake .Root. 
N. albus. Hook., . . White Lettuce, 
N. altissimus, Hook., , , , . 
? N. Fraseri, DC-,. . Lion's foot, . 



Sandstoiie, 



Alluvial, . 
Limestone, 



Alluvial, . 
Limestone, 
Sandstone, 



Roadsides and open plae 



Plains and banks. 
Sandy banks Miss. Rivi 



Woods. 
Eocky barren. 



Rich bottoms. 
Wet prairies. 



Swamp J bottoms & banks. 

Western Arkansas. 

Rich soil. Thickets. 
Fields and thickets. 
Woods and barrens. 
Hills. Poor soil. 



Limestone, 



Around dwellings. 



Low ground and fields. 

Rooky woody places, 
Dry prairies. 
Sterile prairies. 

Rocky thickets. 

Rocky open woods and 

Dry soil. [tbickets. 



' Has some tonic and aromatic propertiea. Leaves employed for ciotttria 
on as tea for internal lesions, or by application of masticated leaves on tb< 
tive remedy in ea^es of Ijitermittant fevers, and also against the Piles, 
id its value praised for a number of diseaaes. 
^ Everybody knowa this plant, which sometimes becomes a peat around ( 



ding to Dr. Darlington, ai 



used BE 



applic! 



n fevers, headache, &a. 
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3T2 COMPOSURE; lobeliace^; campanulaceji:; ericace/e. 

Latin Names. English NiMBS. Geoxog'l Station. Katitbai, Habitat. 

N. virgatus, DC, Sandj, , , Barren and rocky prairies. 

N. asper, T. & Gr,, Dry prairies. 

Taraxaevm, Hall.,' , Dandelion. 

T. Dens-Ieonis, Deaf., Fields. Introduced. 

Pyrrkopappus, D C., . False Dandelion. 

*P. Carolinianus, D. C, Fields. 

*P. grandiflorua, Natt., Shaded ravines. 

Laetuea, Tour., . . Leltiice. 

L. elongata, Muhl,, Rich fields, fences. 

Mulgedium, Ct^S; . . Blue Lettuce. 

M. Floridanum, DC, Borders of fields &tbiekela. 

LobeliaceEe. Lobelia Family. 

Lobelia, L , . . . Lobelia. 

L. cardioalis, L.,' , . Cardinal flower, , Limestoue, Lon ■rrouiil, rich bottoms. 

L. sjphilitiea, L.,' . . Great Lobelia, . " . Banhi Hot springs. 

? L. leptostachys, DC,* Sand, . Banks Mississippi lllver, 

? L. aratena, Mich , Swamps 

L. inflata, L.,' , . Indian tobacco, .... Dry open soil. 

L. apicata, Lam., " 

CampanolaceEe. 
Campanula, Tour., , Bell flower. 

C, Americana, L., Limestone, . Shaded banks and rich 

Speailaria, Heist. [woods. 

8. perfoUata, DC, Sand, . . Dry open fields. 

Ericaceee.' Ihath Famity. 

Oaylussacia, H. B. K., . Huckleberry. 

G. frondosa, T.& Gr., . Danglebeiry, Low ground. 

? 6. damosa, T. &Gr., , Dwarf Huckleberry, Sandstone, , Barrens. 

G. reainosa, T. & Gr., . Black Huckleberry, " , , Rocky hills, open woods. 

Faecinivm, L., . . Cranberry, Blueberry. 

V. stamiiieum, L., . . Deerberrj, , . Sandstone, . Hilly open woods. 

' Ita milky aap is bitter. The steins, like the root, are uaed for purifying the blood in the spring. The 
atalk of the flower U eatea rAir for tbat purpose. The boiled leaves make eioelleDt and ffholesome 

^ A beautiful flower, known by everybody, and often cultivated. The Indiana use the root aa vetmi- 
fnge. 

' Taken in small dose, its root acts as sudorific. A stronger dose acts as purgative, and atill aatronger 

' Was not found in Arkansas, but near its northern limits. ProbSibly descends further south. 

> A virulent poison, and dangerous quaek medicine. 

' Shrubb; plants. Eark and leaves astringent and tonic. Fruit sometimes acid and eatable with 
still more aatringeney, and thus febrifuge and very wholesome. The leaves ot some species are used as 
a substitute for tea. 'The leaves of other species are used as a remedy against the gravel. Some species 
have poiionous leaves. 
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ERICACK^; AQUIFOLIACEJ;. 



I,*T1N SaHES. 


English Names 


G EOLOGL Statiou. N*tvral Habitat. 


V. arboreum, MLci.., 


FacWebcrrj, . 


Sandstone, 


Rocky woods and banks. 


V. corjmbosum, L,, 


Swamp blueberry. 


Alluvial, . 


Margin of swamps. 


Enigma, L., . 


Ground Laurei. 






E. tepens, L., 




Sandstone, 


Shady, mossy banks. 


OaaWSena, Kal., . 


Aromatic Wintergre 


en. 






" 


Sandstons, 


Cool, damp woods & hills. 


Leucoihoi. Don. 








L. axillaris, Don., . 




Sandstone, 


Banks of streams. 


? L. CateebK!, Gray, 




" 


Top of hills, barren. 


Andromeda, L. 












Sondj, . 


Borders of swamps. 


Oxydendron, D C, , 


Sorrel-tree. 






0. arboreum, L., . 




Sandstone, 


Rocky woods. 


CTrfAra, L., . 


Sweet Pepperbush. 






7 C. alnifolia, L., . 






Swamps. 


Kalmia, L., . 


American laurel. 






K. latifolia, L.,J . 


Calieo-bush, . 


Sandstone, 


Rocky banks (rare). 


Rhododendron^ L , 


Rose-baj. 






R. tDaximum, L.,' . 


Great laurel, . 


" 




Asttlea, L., . . 


False HoneysLickle 






A. viBCOBa, L., 






Swamps. 


A. nadiflora, L., . 








Ckimaphila, Pursli;, 


Piplissewa. 






? C. umbellata, Nutt ,< 




Sandy, . 


Woods. 


C. maculata, Pursh , 






Rocky woods. 


Monoiropa, L., . 


ludian pipe. 






? M. aulHora, L., . 






Rioh woods. 


7M. hjpopitvs, L., 


Pine sap, 


Oak and pine woods. 



Ilex, J.., . 

I. opaca, Ait., 

I. Cassine, L.,' 

I. decidua, Walt., . 

I. verticillata, Gr., . 



Aquifoliaceoe.' Holly Family. 



Hills and alluvial bottoms. 
Hot Springs. 

Banks and borders of prai- 
Rocky banks. [rjes. 



Somewhat nsrootio Berrie! 



us. It ia 1 
jcl-shaped showj flower) 



' Tha leaves have a plensan 
atable. 

' The decoction of tlie leaves of tbis apeeies 
ioal pointed, shining leaves, and with v 
LOwer smaller than in the nest species. 

' I have not seen the flowers, and it may be another speoiea of the same genns. The infu-io 
eaves is given in oases of chronic rhenmatism, though the leaves are said by some to be poisono 

' The /ierie a pisjer of the Canadians. This plant and the following were both used as great m 
ly the Indiana, especially in eases of Sei-ofula and Rheumatism. Tliey are diuretio plants, ni 
U0C6SS in case of gravel in the bladder. Small evergreen. The last with dark-green, lanoeolal 
lointed, dentate leaves, marked with white along the veins. 

• The berries of plants of this family are aorid. purgative, and emetic. 

° Leaves used for tea, the celebrated black drink of the North Carolinian Indians. (Gray.) 
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374 STYRACACILE; EBEJUTACEJE ; PLANTAGINACEiE ; LENTIBULACE^. 

Latin Names. Enclish Names. Geolocl Station. Naiuhai Habitat. 

Styracacese. Siorsx Fawiiij. 

aiyrax, Tour., . . Sloras. 

■*S. grandifolia, Ait., Rich woods. 

7 S. Americana, Lam., ......... Margin of stamps. 

Symploixis, Jacq., . . Sweet leaf. 

S, tinctoria, L'Her.,' . "... Alluvial, . , Swamps. 

Ebenaeeffi. Ebony Family. 

Diospyros, L.,' . . Persimmon. 

D. Virginiana, L., .."... Limestone, Ac., Barren and rich soil. 

BumeliOj Sw. 

*B. Ijcioides, Ga., Allavial, . . Moist bottoms 

B. lanuginosa, Pera., Limestone, . Roelij bar'jis along creeks. 

•B. oblongifolia, Nuit., Alluvial, . . Woods. 

Plantaginaeeffl. rtantnin Family. 

Flantayo, L., . . Plantain. Ribgrass. 

P. major, L , Moist fertile soil. 

*P. heterophylla, Nntt., Arkansas River. 

P. aristata, Mich., ...... Sandy. . . Prairies, dry places. 

P. virginioa, L., ..... . Sand, . . Prairies, open places. 

*P. pusilla, Nntt., Sandstone, , Dry hills. 

*P. sijnarrosa, Nult., Sandy, . . Prairies near Fort Smith. 

PrimulaeeEB. rnrnmse Family. 
Androsace, Tonr. 

*A. Occidentalis, Pursh,, . Banks of rivers, 

Dodecathton, L., . . American Cowslip. 

D. Meadia, L., Limestone, &e-,. Rich woods and wet prai- 

Lr/siiaackia, L., . . Loosestrife. [ries. 

L, eiliatft, L., Wet prairies, low ground. 

L. ianceolata, Walt., Low ground (M. Cox). 

Anagallis, L., . . Pimpernel. 

■*A. arvensis, L., Cultivated fields. ' 

Ceniuneulus, L., . . Chaffweed. 

*C. minimus, L., Low ground. 

Samolus-ilj., . . . Brooliweed. 

S. Valerandi, L., Sandy, . . Springs, hanlis, &c. 

Lentibulaceae. Bladdencort Family. 

Vlricii/ai-ia, L., . . Bladdenvort. 

^U. vulgaris, L., Ponds and bayoM. 

' Leaves sweet, greeililj eaten bj cattle. Abundant in tbe bottoma of Soutb Arliajiaaa. 
' Very common in Ariansos, where it grows of a good siie in a good soil. Wood greenish, hard, 
compact, bat liable to split. Bark bitter and tonic, uaed as a remedy in cafes of intermittent fevers. 
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BIGNONIACEiE; OROBANCHACEiE ; SCROPHULARIACE^E. 



Lans Names. 

Bignonia, Tour. 

B. capreolata, L., . 
Tceoma, Juss., 

T. radicans, L., 
Calalpa, Scop., 

C. Bignonioide3, Walt., 



Nat 



L Habitat. 



Trumpet fiower. 
Indian bean. 



Climbing. Rich bottoms. 
Rich soil. Climbing. 
Creeks and rockj banks. 



Aphyllon, Mich., . 
*A.uniflorQm,T.&Gr.,. 



Orobancliacese. Bro 



Scroplmlarit 



Verhascum, L., 
V. thapgus, L.,' 
V. blattaria, L., 
Linaria, Tour., 



Scrophalaria, Tour., 
S. nodosa, L,. 



Toad flax. 



Turtlehead. 
Beard toiijru 



Sandj, 
Limesto 



Sand, 
Limestone, 



CoUinaonia, NuLt. 
*C, violacea, Nutt., 
Ckdone, Tour., 
C. glabra, L., 
Penaiemon, Mit., . 
P. pubeacena, Sol., 
*P. digitalis, Nutt., 
*P. tubsefloroni, Nutt., 
*P. Cob^a, Nutt., . 
Conohea, Aub, 
*C, multifida, Benth., 
Mimulue, L., 
M, oiatus, Ait., . 
Heiyesiis, Gaert. 
H. rotundifolia, Pursh., 
*H. Brownei, Steud., 
H. nigrescens, Benth., 
Grcdiola, L., . 
*G. Viiglniana,L., 
"■G. piloaa, Mieb., . 
la. Ell., 



' This weli-known tree Ijears large heart-shaped leaves, bunehes of large white flowers, and seeds ia 
long pendant beans. Though it is not common in Arknnsna, it is found abundiint enough along tlie 
limestone creeka on the western limits of Benton County, where it appears indigenous. Various proper- 
ties have been asoribed to its bark. But they are not aaeertained. The wood is light and durable, 

^ Flowers used as tea ; emollient in pulmonary diseases. 



. Dry open fields. 

, Prairies. 

. Prairies. 

. Banks & borders of fields. 

. Wet prairies. 

. Banks and rocky prairies. 

. Woods. Dry soil. 

. Prairies. 

. Red River. 

. River banks. 

. Border of shallow creeks. 



. Muddy ditches. 
. Banks of Mississippi. 
., . Rocky, sandy places. Hot 
[Springs, 
. Wet places, ditches. 
. Low ground. 
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SCEOPHULARIACE^ ; ACANTOACE^; TERBENACEiE. 



Latin Names. Ejkilish Names, Geologl Station. Natural Habitat. 

liysaniliea, R»f. 

I. gratiobides, Bcuth., . False Pimpernel. . Limestone, . Gravel of rivers. 
Veronica, L., . . . Speedwell. 

V. Virginica, L., " . Prairies and barren. 

V. Americana, Sell w., ..... '' . . Springs. MammothSpring. 

*Y. peregriiia, L Cultivated fields. 

Bticknera, L., . . Blue Hearts, 

B, Americana, L., Prairies. Wet places. 

Seymeria, Pursli. 

S. macrophjlla, Nutt., Gravel. White River. 

Gerardia, L. 

O. purpurea, L,, Sandstone, . Rocky woods and prairies. 

*G. longiftlia, Nuti., Sandy, . . Banks of Arkansas River, 

G. aspera, Doug., Liracstone, . Gravel of Mammoth Sp'g. 

*G. heterophjlla, Nntt., Prairies. 

G. flava, L., . . . . . . . Sandst. and chert, Hilly, rocky open woods. 

G. cjuercifolia, Pursh,, , . . . . Sandstone, . Rocky woods, 

G. integrifolia. Gray, " . . " " 

*G. pedieularia, L., Dry copses. 

*G. auriculala, Mich., Low ground. 

CastUleja,!,., . . Painted cup. 

G. cocdnea, 8p Prairies. 

*C. purpurea, Nutt., Rocks. Red River. 

Ptdkularis, Tour., . Lousewort. 

P. Canadensis, L., Prairies. Wet places. 

Melampynim, Tour., . Cow-Wheat. 

*M. Amerieatiutn, Mich,, Open woods. 

Gelsemium, Jusa., . . Yellow Jessamine. 

G. sempervirens. Ait., Alluvial, . . Rich bottoms. Climhing. 

AcantliaceEe. 
Dianihera, Gron,, . . Water Willow. 

D. Americana, L., Border of streams, 

Dipleracaxthtis, Nees. 

D. strepeua, Nees., Dry sandy soil. 

D. cilioaus, Nees., Sandy, . . Prairies. 

*D. humilis, Nutt., Rocks and prairies. 

DicKptera, Wahl. 
*0. resnpinata, Wahl. 

Verbenacese. Vervain Famili/. 
Verbetia, L., . . , Vervain. 

v. hastata, L. Waste fertile ground. 

V. nrtictefolia, L., Old fields. Roadsides. 

V. stricta, Vent,, ...... Sandstone, . Barrens and rocky creeks, 

V, bracteosa, Mich., . , , . . Limestone, , Rocky ridges. 

V. Anbletia, L., " . . Rocky places and prairies. 

•V, Caroliniana, Mich., Dry soil. 

*V. rugosa, Willd., ,.,,,..,."" 

*V. bipinnatifida, Nutt., Open hills. Red River. 

Lippia, L. 

^L laaceolata, Mich., River banks. 
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VERBENACE^; LABIAT,*E. 3TT 

Latin Names, EiinusB IJame9, Geoiogl Station. NatdhalHaeitat, 

Callicarpa, L. 

C Americana, L.,' . Freneli Mulberry, . Sandstone & Tufa, Rociy places. 

Pkryma, L., . . . Lopseed. 

■*P. leptostachj-a, L., Limestone, . Copses and banks. 

Labiatse,' Mint Family. 

HucTtum, L., , . Germander. 

*T. Canadense, L, . Woodsage, Low grounds. 

Trkh'iatema, L., . . Blue Curls. 

T. diehotomum, L., . Bastard Pennyroyal, Chert, . . Sandy, open wooda. 

•T. lineare, Nutt., Sandstone, . Rocky, open ground. 

Isanihta, Mich., . . False Pennyroyal. 

I. csruleus, Mich., Limestone, . Banka of Miss. River, in 

Mentha, L,, . . . Mint, [Miasoari, 

M. viridis, L.,' . . Spear-mint, . . Limestone, . Springs. Mammoth Spg. 

*il. Canadensis, L., . Wild mint, Wet banks. Brooks. 

Lycopus, h., . . . Water Horehound. 

*L. Vii^inicua, L , Shady moist places. 

*L. Europsus, L., " '" 

L. sinaatus, L , Wet ground. 

Cunila, L., . . . Dittany. 

C. Mariana, L., . . " ... Sandstone, . Rocky hills. 

Pi/CTianlhemi/m, Mich., . Basil. 

P. incanum, Mieh., Chert j limestone. Rocky woods. 

P. c!inopodioide3,T.&Gr., Dry prairies and woods. 

P. pilosum, Nutt., Hillsides, prairies. 

P. matioum, Pers., . , , . . Sandstone, . Dry open woods. 

P. lanoeolatuin, Pursb., " . . Rooky woods and prairies. 

P. linifolium, Pursh., Limestone, . High prairies. Mammoth 

Origanum, L., . . Wild Marjoram. [Spring. 

*0. vnlgare, L., . Introduced. 

Calataintha, Moencb., . Basil. 

*C. nepeta, Link., Sand.stone, . Dry hills. (Introduced.) 

C. Nuttallii, Bent., Limestone, . Rocks. 

*C. clinopodium, Benth., Thickets. (Introduced.) 

Melissa, L., . . . Balm. 

M. officinalis, L.,* Cullivaled, From Europe. 

Hedeoma, Pers., . . Pennyroyal. 

H. pulegioides, Pers., Sandy, . . Dry places. 

' Emit beautifnl and eatable. 

' The most natural family of plants either by its form or by its properties. All the plants of the Mint 
fBmily have tonic, cordial, invigorating properties. They contain apparently two principles, the one 
.bitter, stomaohis, and febrifuge, the other aromatic, stimulating, and excitant. Plants of this family 
are used for condiments, like the sage, or for medical preparations. They are easily known by the aro- 
matio odor that is exhaled h; bruising their leaves. 

= Said to have been introduced to the Mammoth Spring by Indians. This species give the oil of Pep- 
permint of the shops, generally known as a valuable family medicine, and n?ed against Colic, Diarrhtca, 
Dysentery, Cholera, Nansea, Ac. 4o. 

* Has the same properties as the Mint. 
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378 LAEIATiE. 

Latin Names. Esolish Names. Geologl SrAiioN. Natcral Uabitat. 

•H, hiapida, Purah. 

*H. Arkatiseana, Nutt., Soureea of Ramiesha Eiv. 

Collinsonia, L., . , Horse-lialm. 

C. Canadensis, L., Rich moist woods. 

Salvia, L.,' . . . Sage, 

S. Ijrala, L., Limestone? . Hot springs, on Hifa. 

S. aaurea, Lam., " , . Rocks and rocky plaeca. 

•8. longifolia,. Nutt., Prairies, 

*S. Clajtoni, Ell., Drj meadows and prairies. 

Manarda, L., . , , Ilorso Mint. 

M. fistulosa, L., , , Wild Bergamot, . Limestone, , Prairies and barren. 

M. Bradbnriana, Beck., SandKtone, . Rocky woods and prairies. 

M. punctata, L., Prairies. Fort Smith. 

*M. Eusseliana, Nutt., " " 

*M. aristata, Nult., Red River plains. 

BlepMlia, Bar. 

B. ciliata, Eaf., Rich soil. Fences, &e. 

Lophanlhus, Benth., . Giant Hjssop. 

*L. nepetoides, Benth., Borders of wood. 

"L.scrophnlariiefolins, Benth., " " 

Nepeta, L., . . . Cat Mint. 

N. Cataria, L., . . Catnip, , . . Limestone, . Rockyplaces around farms. 
N. glechoma, Benth.,' . Gronnd Ivj, Gil., . Charcoal, , , New clearings, fences, &c, 
Draeoc^halumj L., . Dragon-head. 

•D. intermedium, Nutt., Prairies. 

Sgnandra, Nutt. 

? S. grandiflora, Nutt., Shady banks. Rich soil. 

Physoaiegia, Benth., , False Dragon-head. 

P. Virginiana, Benth., Marshy prairies. 

Brundla, Tour. 

B. YHlgaris, L-, ...... Limestone, . Rocky places and prairies. 

Scutellaria, L., . . Sluill-cap. 

S.* versicolor, Nutt., River banks and woods. 

8. caneaoens, Nutt., Borders of prairies. 

•S. parvula, Mich., ..... Limestone, . Dry banks and rocks. 

S. nervosa, Pursb., " . . Rocky woods. 

S. lateriflora, L., • . - Mammoth Spring. 

S. reainosa. Tor., Limestone, . Barren. 

Marrabium, L.,' . . Horehound. 

*M. Tulgare, L., Around dwellings, Wet places. (Introduced.) 

Slaekys, L, 

*S. aspera, Mich., Wet ground. 

' The garden sage, a native of Sooth France, is tonio, etomaeliio, and anti-hyaterio. 

' A oommon species, introdnoed from Enrope. It appeara everjwhere on the burnt ground of the 
clearings. It has bean oommended as a valuable remedy in infusion of leaves and flowers against 
asthma; even in oases of consumption. Some assert that the plant eaton byhorEsa causes them to 
become broken winded. Ilomceopathj would eiplain easily (similia similibus ourantur) these contra- 
dictory properties. 

" Like the Ground-Ivy. used in deeootiou in oases of consumption or of prolougea oonghs and difficult 
eipeetoration. 
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LABIATE; BOERAGINACEyE; HYDROPHTLLACE^. 3T9 

L.MiN Names. English Nameb. Geoloq'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

*S. hyssopifolia, Jlicli., Sandy, . . Wet places. 

Lamium,h.,. . . Dead Nettle. [trodueed.) 

*L. amplexicau^e, L., A need in gardeDs. (Iii- 



Borraginaeeffi.' Bomije Family. 





False Gromwell. 












. Dry piairiea, rocky woods 




Gromwell. 






























. Banks and prairies. 










Prairip-andn!,nn^ 


MeHemia,'Roth., . 


Lungwort, 






M. Virginica, D C , 


" 


Alluvia!, . 


. Ricii soil. Banks. 


Mnaaotis, L., . 


Forget-me-iiot. 






*M. verna, Nutt., . 




S^iidv, . 


. Dry hills. 


Eckinospermum, Sw., 


Stic-k-seed. 






E, lappnla, Let., . 




Alluvial, . 


. Woods, wasie places, &c. 


CynogloBsiim, Tour., 


Hounds- tongue. 














C. Virginicum, L.," 


Wild Comfrer, 


Sandstone, 


. Woods and hills. 


Heliotropium, Torn-. 








^H.Curassavicu,>,,L., 




S^iud, 


. Banks of Mississippi E. 










Eitplocoi Nutt. 








*E. eonvolvulacea, Nutt 




Sand, 


. Banks of Arkansas River 



Hydrophyllaeese, 

HydTophyUum, L., . Water-leaf, 

■*H. Virginicom, L., ..... Alluvial, . . Rich woods, 

Ifemc^hila, Nutt. 

*N. miorooalyx, F, A M., Rich moint wood 

*N. phaceloidea, Nutt., Cedar prairie ii 

Ullisia, L. 

*E. rananculacea;, Nutt. 

Phacelia, Jugs, 

P, hirsuta, Nutt. Cadron River. 

*P. glabra, Nutt., " 

P. Purshii, Buck., Banks ? (M. Cos 

Mydroha, L. 
*H. ovata, Nutt. 



ear Fort 
[Smith, 



' Its root 13 used for dyeing red. Cou 
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POLEMONIACEiE ; CON VOLVULACRiE ; SOLANACE^. 
AMES. ExGLiaH Najies. Geoloo'i Station, N*Tun*r: Hai 



Polemoniuvi, Tour., . Greek Valerian. 

P. reptans, L., Limestone, . Shadj river banks, &c. 

Phlox, L. 

P. paniculata, L., Rich woods. 

*P. maeulata, L., . . . " and banks. 

P. pilosa, L., Sandstone, . Prairies and rockj hills. 

*P. reptans, Mieh., . , Damp woods. 

•P. glomerata, Nutt. 

Gil to, Ruiz. 

*G. eoronopifolia, Pers I . , , . Sand, , . Dry prairies. 

Convolvulacese.' 

Ipomcea, L., . . . Jloniin-j-glorj. 

*I. purpurea, Lam., NuHall's Catalogue, 

•I. Nil, L,, « " 

*I. laconosa, L., Woods and fields. 

*I, pandurata, Mej., Sandy, . . FieMa and dry banks. 

*I. tamni folia, Will d., ..... " . . Banks of Mississippi Riv, 

Conmilmilui,\j., . . liiniiweed. 

*C. arvenaia, L., . . " . . Sandy, . . Fields. 

*C. haatatua, Nutt., Red Kivor. 

Eeoletdiia, Mich. 

*E. iLummularius, Mich., Mississippi, banks. 

*E. piloaui, Nult., Red River, 

Dichoadra, Forst. 

*D. repens. P., Moist ground. 

Caacitta, Tourn., . . Dodder. 

■*C. Gronovii, Willd., On Ilerbes, . Shady marshy plaees. 

C. glomerata, Cbois., On Compositis, . Wet prairies, 

Solanacere.' NightsJiade Family, 

Solaniim,L., , . . Nightshade. 

S. nigrum, L , Waste places. 

S. Carolinietise, L., . Horse-Nettle, . . Sand, . . Road and dry barren. 

Fhyaalis, L., , , , Ground Cherry. 

P, Philadelphiea, Lara., Sandy, . . Barren soil. 

' The roots of nil tbo Bind-weods (Convolvalus) have a milky, bitter, and purgative asp. When the 

wholesome food for man, as in the Sweet Potato (Convolvulus-balataa). 

» The plants of this family, at least their stems and leaves, are sometimes poiaonous. The roots and 
the fruits of some species are wholesome food, like the Potato and the Tomato. American species appear 
jar less poisonous than European ones. Thus the fraits of onr Phjsalis (Grounfl eherricE), are eaten by 
children, and Tobaooo is ehewed by everybody withont ineonvenienoe. The Egg plant (Solamim esen- 
letitnm). the Red pepper ( Cnpjiniin H«Haijm) , the Tomato {Lyroperdoiiticuteiitum), and others belong 
to this famUy. 
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bOLANACE.^; GESTIANACEjE; ASCLEPIADACEJ!. 381 

Latis Names. English Names, Geologl Station. Natural Habitat, 

*P. pubeecens, L., Low ground. 

P. yiscosEi, L., Waste places. 

*P. pumila, KutL, Arkansas. Nutt. Cat. 

*P. longifolia, Kutt., Sandy banks of Arkan. R. 

*P. mollis, Nutt., ■' t' » 

Datura, L., . , , Thorn apple. 

Alluvial, . . Waste grounds. 

Genlian Family. 

Sabbatiia, Adans., . . Centaury. 

S.angularis, Parsh,,' Prairies and low thickets. 

*S. eampestris, Nutt., Prairies of Red River. 

Geniiana, L.,' . . Gentian. 

G. ochroleuca, Frtel ,' Prairies around Fajettv'e. 

G. Andrewsii, Gris., Rich wet prairies. 

G. saponaria, L., Woods and prairies, 

G. pnberala, Mich., Cherty Limestone, Dry rocky prairies. 

Limnanthemum, Gmel,, . Floating Heart. [Ing. 

L. laoncosum, Gris., Ponds and bayoua. Float- 
As clepiadacese.' Milkiceed Family. 

Asclepias, Tour., . . Milkweed. 

? A. cornuti, DC, Rich soil. 

A. variegata, L., Prairies? (M. Cox.) 

*A. Nuttalliana, Tor., Prairies. 

*A. parviflora, Pursh-, Sand, . . Barren. 

A. paupereula, Mich., Cherty Limestone, Dry barren. 

A. tuberosa, L.,' . . Pleurisy root, Prairies and fields. 

*A. veriicillata, L., Sandy, . . Dry hilla. 

Apocynilm, Tour., . . Dogbane. 

A. cannablnum, L., Thickets and roads, &c. 

Aeeratea, Ell., . . Green Milkweed. 

*A. Tiridiaora,Ell., Sand, . . Fields and dry hills. 



' A poisonous plant introduced from Asia. Children have die 
NicoHa^ui. Ttutica and JV. iabaciim, are found around the plantai 

• All tie plants of this family have in tteir atema, leaves, i 
mtikes them useful lis tonic, stomachic, and febrifuge remedies, 

' Roots used fls tonio and stomachic remedy. The four-angled stem, about one foot high, has oppo- 
site oval and acute leaves, and deep roae-purple showy flowers, nheel-shnped, with Evo or aii divisions. 



iting the seeds. The Tobacco, 
oods and rich land, 
a Tery bitter principle, which 



Comi 



aat of the prai 



le fall with the i 



3, with long grapes of orange flowers. Common on the prairies. Its name, Pleurisy 
the sudorific property of its root, which, is used in Pleuriaj to esoite the perspiration. 
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382 OLEACEj: ; ARISTOLOCHIACE,E ; KTCTAGINACE^E. 

Latin Names. Enqlish NAMEa. Geolooi, Station. Katubal Habitat. 

*A. paniculata, Deo., Sand, . . Barren. Nutt, Oat. 

*A. longlfolia, Ell. " . , Moiat, Fort Smith. 

£iisleiiia, Nntt. 

B. albida, Nutt., River banks. 

Gonoloius, Mich. 

G. maeroplijllus, River banks? (SI. Cox.) 

Oleaoeae.' Olii^e Famiiij. 

Oka, Tour., . . . Olive. 

*0. Americana, L.,* . Devii-wood. . . Sand, . . Nutt. Cat, 

Chionantkus, L , . . Fringe-free. 

? C. Virginica, L. Sandstone? . River banks, 

Fraximia, L., . . Ash. 

F. Americana, L.,' . Wliile ash, Rich woods. 

F. viridia, Mich., , . Green ash, . . Limestone, . Banks of slrenms. 

F, sambucifolia, Lam., . Black ash,' . , ■' . . Swamps and banks, 

*P. quadrangulftta, Mich., Blue ash, . . " . , Moist rich woods. 

*P. platjcarpa, Mich., . Caroline water ash, .... Wet woods. 
ForesUera, Poir. 

F. acuminata, Poir,, Limestone, . Banks of White River. 

*P. pubestens, Nutt., Plains of Red River. 

AristoloehiaceEB.' Birthwort Famihj. 

Asarum., Tour., . . Asarabaeca. 

A. Canadense, L.,'' Sandstone, . Rich woods and hillsides. 

ArUiolocMa, Tour , . Birthwort. 

A. serpeiilaria, L.,' . Virginia Snakeroot, Limestone, . Woods and roekg. 

•A. toraentosa, Sims., Rich woods. 

Kyctaginace®. Four O'clock Family. 
Oxibaphvs, Vahl. 
*0. njctagineus. Sweet., ..... Limestone, . Rockj places. 

*0. angustifolius, 8w., Nutt. Cat. 

0. albidus, Sweet., . ..... Magnesian Li mest. Barrens. 

' Tieea with bitter and BstrlDgent bork. 

' Wood oompnct, fine-grained, eitremely hard, afid diffienlt to split. Hence its name. II grows ordi- 
narily near the coaets, but ia mentioned in Nuttall'a catalogue as found in Arkansas. 

' Wood tough, hard, and elastic. EBpecially used by wagonmafcers and tor agricultural implements. 
Eiteneively exported to Europe for the use of the oiivy. The eiadation of tin bark of the White Ash 
is aaed as a lenient purgative. All the species haie the same property, and the wood is alEO of the same 
kind. 

■ An Indian medicine. Its biti^r root is known ob Wild Ginger. It has probably some stimulating 
property. 

■■ Busily known by its peculiar flower, placed near tbe root, and with the tube of the eorolln curved 
like a pipe. Hoot aromatic and stimulant. Has been used against the bite of snakes. 
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PHrTOLACACE.E; CHENOPODIACE^ ; POLTGONACEiE. 383 

Latin Naxes. Enulish Names. Geowc'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

PIiytoIacaeeEB. Pokeweed Family. 

Phytolacca, Tour, . , Pokeweed. 

P. decandra, L.,' , . Poke. Garget. Pigeon Berrj, . . Rieli soil, 

Kimnia, Plum. 

*R. portulacddes, Nutt., .... Alluvial, . . Verdigns River. 

ChenopodiaceEe.' Gooscfooi Family. 

Chenopodium, L., . . Pi{!;weed. 

■*C. hybridara, L., . . Maple-leaved goosefiiot "Waste places, (Tntrod ) 

C. album, L., . . . Lambs' quarters, " " 

C. ambrosioides, L., & var. Wocmseed, " " 

Atriplex, Toor., . . Orache. 

*A. hortensis, L,, Cullivaled. (X'utt, Cat.) 

Chenopodina, Moq., . Sea goosefoi t. 

*C. maritima, Moq., Salt marshes. " 

Amaranthaceas.* Amaranlh Funihj. 

Amaranthus, Tour., . Amararith. 

*A. hjbridua, L., Waste places. (I»trod.) 

*A. albus, L., " " 

Montdia, Moq. 

*li. tamariseiiia, Nutt,, Sand, . , Banks of Arkansas River. 

InsiTie, P. Br. 

I. eeloaioides, L., Alluvial, . . Shady rich soil. 

Froelichia, Moeneh. 

*P. Floridana, Moq., Nutt. Cat. 

Ackyrardkes, Ell. 

*A. repens, Ell., Waste plaee.^. 

*A. lanuginosa, Nutt., Salt River. 

PolygonaceBB.' BuckiDlieat Family. 

Polygonum, L., . . Kiiotweed. 

P. amphibium, L., . . Water Persiearia, . Limesione, . Springs. Mammoth Spg. 

P. hydropiperoides, Micli., Water-Pepper, . " . . Creeks and swamps. 

' SpBoies known everywiiere. A poisonona plant, especiallj the i-oots. Leates and berries dangerous 
and violent purgative. The bsrries infused in brandy are used in ciKes of ohronio Eheumafism reaulling 
from ^ypMUtio discB^es. (Barton.) The thickened iiap of the berries is also need against scrofnlae, and 
eren is mid to have cured Cancer. The joungshoota of the plant in spring lose their acridity by boiling, 
ttiid are said to be better than asparagus. 

» Mostly introduced weeds. The leaves and roots of Bome of tbem— the Spinac {SpijiaeiaolrTacea),aie 
Beet {Beta viilgarii) — giie a wholesome food. Those growing near the sea contain Soda, wbioh is 
obtained from their ashes. 

' Mostly introduced weeds. 

' In this family, we find plants with bittar, aromatic, and purgative roots, lilie the Rhubarb ; or with 
pleasant aoid and wholesome stems and leaves, like the stems of the Rhubarb and the leaves of the Sorrel. 
Siime have mealy seeds, as the Buckwheat {FagopyrKm. escutentHm). One of our very common species, 
the Knot-graEs or door-weed (Polygomim avictUarr), has the seeds emetic and purgative. 1 have not 
seen the Buckwheat in Arkansas. 
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384 LACRACEiG; THTMELEACE^; SANTALACK^; LORANTHACE^. 



*P. hirautum, Walt, 
F. avicnlare, li., . 
*var. erectutn, Both., 
*P, tenne, Mich , ■ 
*P. srticulatum, L,, 
*P. Virginianum, L., 
P. Sagittatunn.L., . 
*P. eonvolvulQS, L., 
P. dumetorum, L., . 
Bumex, L., . 
*R. verticil iatus, L., 
R. crispus, L., 



R. acetosella, L,, . 
Brunnichia, Banks, 
*B. cirrhosa, B , , 
Eriogonum, Mich. 
E. longifoliuiu, Nutt, 



*E. a 



I. Null. 



Tear-Thumb, . 



Climbing Buckwheat, 

Dock-Sorrel. 

Swamp-Dock,. 

Curled-Doek, .... 

Golden-Dock, , . Sand, 

Sheep-SoiTel, .... 






Natdbal IIabitat; 
Barren. (Nutt.Cat) 
Waste places. 
Prairies. 
Dry soil. Rocky hills. 

" (Null. Cat.) 
Rich soil. Thickets, &c. 
Low rich ground. 
Cultivated. (Nutt. Cat.} 
Moist thickets, Ac. 

Swamps and ditches. 



Waste plai 
Saline soil. 
Old fields. 



j. (Introd.) 
(Nutt. Cat.) 



Sassafras, Nees., . 
S. officinale, Nees.,' 
Benzoin, Nees ,' 
B. odoiiferuni. Nees,, 



lanraceED.' Laurel Family. 

, Sassafras. 

"... Limestone, 
. Wild allspice. 



Rich woods, borders of 

[prairies. 

I, Rith soil, marshy woods. 



Dlrca, L, . . . Leatlierwood. 

D. palusltis, L.,* Damp, rich woods. 

SantalaoeiB. Sandal-wood Family. 

Comandra,'Sai\,., . . Bastard Toadflax. 

■*C. ambellata, Nutt., . " .'..,, Dry ground. 

Pyrtdaria, Mich. 

*P. oleifcra, Gray, Rich wood banks, 

Loranthacete. Mlstldoe Family. 

Fkoradendron, Nutt., . Mistletoe. 

P, flaveacens, N"utt., Parasite on trees. 

' Tress or alirubc with aromatic wood, bark, and learea. Thia propeit; ia espeoinlly matliad in the 
CinnamomBm Ca,mjhoc ia tta Qum of a Laurel. The grealsat nnmber of epeoies are tropionl. 

infu'iun aa a atimnlatiBg drini. MLchaui aaja that ila wood is never attacked hj insects, and leeom- 
mends it for makiag bedsteads, 

' It was employed as Spiee during the American IVar, bf ing, like the former, atrongly aromatic, but 

' The hark of thia species is aorid, fibroas, and Terj longh. It waa used by the Indians for thongs, 
iience the popular name. (Oraj.) 
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SAUHUEACEJE; CERATOPHTLLACE^ ; EDPHORBIACEjE. 385 

Latis Names. Esolish Names. Geoloq'i. Station. Natoeal Habitat. 

Saururaces. 
Saururas, L., . . Lizard's tail. 
S. cetuuug, L., Limestone, . Ponds and bayous. 

CeratophyllaceEe. 
Ceratopkyllum, . . Hornwort. 
C. demersura, L., Ponds and bajoua. 

CallitrichaceEB. 
Callitriche, L., , . "Water Starworl. 

C. verna, L., . Limestone, . Springs. 

*C. pednneulata, DC-, Nutt. Cat. 

C. autumnalis, L., . . . . . . Limestone, . Mammoth Spring. 

*C. peploidea, Nutt., Banks of Mississippi. 

EaphorbiaceEe.' Spnrr/e Fumily. 

EupJiorhia, L., . . Spurge. 

? E. polygon ifolia, L., Sand, . . Banks. 

*E. herniarioides, Nutt., .... " . . Banks of Mississippi R. 

B. maenlata, L., " . . Dry open places. 

B. hjperieifoJia, L,, " . . Dry ptairies. 

*E. cyathophora, Jacq., Nutt. Cat. 

E. coroUata, L., Limestone, . Dry rocky prairies. 

*E. ohtusata, Pursh., Sbady fertile woods. 

*B. graminifolia, Mich., Nutt. Cat. 

"■B. arenaria, Nutt., Sand, . , Arkansas Eiver. 

*B. heterantha, Nutt, '■ . . " " 

*B. peploides, Nutt,, Fott Smith. 

*E.marginafa, Nntt.? Sand, . . Arkansas River. 

Cnidoscolus, Pohl., . Spurge- Nettle. 

*C. stimulosa, Gray, Sand, . . Banks. (Nutt. Cat.) 

Acalt/pJiajh., . . Three-seeded Mercury. 

A. Virgioica, L., Limestone, . Fields and prairies. 

A. gracilens, Gray, Limestone, . Barrens and rocky places. 

Tragia, Plum. 

T. uctictefolia, Mich., Limestone, . Rocky barren. 

*T. anguBtifolia, Nutt., Ked River. Plains. 

•T. betonicsfolia, Nutt.,' " " 

Slitlingia, Gard, 

S. kneeolata, Nutt., Fort Smith, &c. 

Croton, L. 

C. capitatum, Mich., Limestoiie, ■ Barrens. 

*C. glandulosum, L., Open waste places. 

C. monanthogynura, Mich,, .... " . . Barrens. 
*C. muricatum, Nutt., Nutt. Cat. 

' All the plants of this familj hare a milky, aerid, and caoBtic aap, which is sometiraea poisonoua, 
tskea internally. Bj external application, it is used as a canalio fur daatroying the warts of the skin. 
Some eiotio speoies are used in medicine. 

• Perhaps both theae Bpeoiea are only varieties of Tragia Hra«), L. 
25 
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EUPHORBIACE^; UKTICACE^E; PLATANACE^. 



Latin Names. English Najies. Gkolog'l Station, Natu 

Aphora, Nutt. 

*A. mercurlalina, Nutt., Red liivi 

Pkyllanthui, Ij. 

P. Caroliniensig, Wak, Limestone, . Banks. 



Urticacese.' Kettle Family. 



Ulmu), L., 
U. fQlvajMich.," . 
TJ. Americana, L.,' 
TJ. alata, Mich.,' 
U. eraafii folia, Nutt., 
Cellis, Tour., 
C. occideutalis, L.,' 
G. Mississi pious is, Bos( 
Morus, Tour., 
M, rabra. L ,* 
Uiiica, Tour., 
*U. gracilis, Ait., . 



. Nettle-tree. Haekberry, 

. Sugarberrj, . . Alluvial, 

Sand, 
, Mulberry. 

Limestone, 
. Nettle. 



*U. purpurascens, Nutt., 

LapoTlea, Gaud., . . Wood-Nettle. 

L. Canadensis, Gaud., ■ . . . 

£oehmeria, Jacq., . , False Neitle. 

•B. cjlindrica, Willd., . . , . 

Parielaria, Tour , . . Pellitory. 

*P. Pennsylvanica, Muhl., . 

Cannabis, Tour , . . Hemp. 

C. satira, L.,' . . . . . 

Hamulus, L., , . Hop. 

H. Lupulus, L.,^ 



Rich woods. 

Moist rich soil and gravel. 

Everywhere. 

Bocks and prairies. 

Rich moist soil. 
Banks and barren. 

Banks and rich woods. 

Moist ground. (Nutt. Cat.) 
Waste ground. " 

Sbady, rocky places. 

Moist rich woods. 

Woods, (Nutt. Cat.) 

Shaded banks. 

Gravelly banks, waste 

[pI.C.,,*C. 

Banks of streams. 



Flaiaiitis, L., , 

P. occidental is, L.,* 



. Plane-tr 
. Sycamoi 



Platanacese. 

Bui ton wood. 

" Alluvial, 



' Plants very different in eise, forms, and properties. Soma are pois 
Some, like the Fig-tree, bear wholesome fruita; some, like the Pepper, h 
flue wood, like our Elms ; and some ii tough flexible bark, like the Hemp 

" A amali tree, with mueilaginons inner bark, eaten by children and 
The heart wood ia of a dull red color, leas compact than that of the follow! 

= Wood dark brown, very strong, but easilj decaying. It attains a gre 

' Moat common in Arkansas, but mostly a shrob. Grows everywhere, 

pact, and tenaciona. 

' A small tree. Wood durable, strong, valuable for making posts, 
those of the White mulberry, for the food of the silk-worms. 

■■ The Hemp is soarcely cultivated in Arkansaa, being replaced by cot 
good, deep, fertile soil, or a bottom land not too retentive of water. Th 
Prom its leaves and flowers is made the Haohichin, a preparation whi 
causing a kind of delirious drunkenness which enervates and kills like a ! 

' Cultivated in gardens and escaped. Its use is well known. 

» Tree very large. Wood of but little value. 



the Nettle, & 
used as emoll 
ing species- 



B. It needs for ila culture 
ipe of its bark is well know 
acts on the body like opiui 



., Google 



JUGLANDACE^; CUPULIFERiE. 



Latin Names. 


English Nahks. 


Geolool Stati 


S. tSATUBAL HaUITAT. 




Juglandacew. 




Juglans, L., , 


Walnut. 




[(rare). 


J. cinerea, L.,' 


Butternul, 


Alluvial, . 


Rich woods and bottoms 


J. nigra, L,,» . . 


Blaclr Walnut, 


" 


" " (common). 


Carya,Viatt., . - 


Hickory. 






C. olivKformis, Natt. » 


Pecan nut, . . 


Alluvial, . 


Deep bottoms near Mlss.R. 


C. alba, Nutt.,* . 


Shell-bark Hicliorj. 


Sandstone, 


Rich woods. 


C. sulcata, Nutt., . 


Thick Shell-bark Hickory, " 


" (rare). 


Ctomentosa, Nutt., 


Mockernut, . 


Limestone, &c. 


Dryrocliy woods, &c. 


C. glabra, Tor., . 


Pig-nut,. . . 


Sandstone, 


. Hickory barrens. 


*C. amara, Nutt.,'' . 


Bittcrnut, 


Alluvial, . 


. Swamps and woods. 


*C. aquatictt, Nutt., 




" 


" 




CupnliferEe. 


Oak Family. 




Quercus, Mieh,, . 


Oak. 






Q. maorocarpa, Mieii.,' 


Over-cap or Bur-oak, 


Alluvial Lime,, 


. Rich banks (rare). 


Q. obtusiloba, Micti.,' 


Post-oak, 


Sand and lime,&c.. Dry barren, sterile soil. 


Q.alba,L.,6 ■ 


White oak, . 


.1 .. 


On every soil. 


Q. PrinuB, L.,» 


Swamp Chestnnt-oak-, 


Alinvial. . 


Low ground. 


Q,montana,Willd.,"' 


Rock Chestnnt-oak, 


Sandsi.&Llme 


t., Rocky creeks. 


Q. bicolor, Willd.," 


Swamp White-oak, . 


Alluvial, . 


Bottoms of Washita River. 


Q.Castanea,Willd.,'« 


Yellow Chestnut-oak, 


Limestone, 


Banks of rivers (rare). 


*Q. prinoides, Willd.," 


Chinquapin Oak, . 


Sandy, . 


Barrens. 


Q. Ijrata, Walt.," . 


Over-cup Oak, 


Alluvial, . 


Bottoms in marshy places. 



' Wood light, of littlB strength, but durable and resist 
window rashee. Micbaui ssjs that its bark is purgatj 

' Wood becoming black by Beasoning, strong, very teno 
Much used for cabinet-work, and as fine as mahogany. 



19 knon 



er J where. Woo 



ned, heavy, compact, durable, but not t 



as other species of Hickory. 

' The wood of this species, 
being strong, elastic, and teni 
by worms. 

' The timber of this species ia inferior to the other species. It is generally a BmaU tree. 

' Stiff, dnrable wood, as good for fuel as the white oat. It is rare in Atkaneas ; at least I sow verj 
few specimens of it on our way. 

■" A small tree. Hard, durable wood, valuable for posts. Most common in Arkansas. 

■ One of our most valuable species of trees, beooming very large on a good alluvial or rich limestone 
soil. Wood hard, durable, much used for different purposes. Its bark is tonic, astringent, and used in 
medicine. Variable in siie, following the ground which it inhabils. 

■ A fine largo tree. Its wood is inferior to the White Oat, (Gray.) 

» It follows the reeky creeks and torrents where no other tree can grow. A small tree, considered a 
variety of the former; but I could not find it passing to it either in station or in form 
. '' Not common. A fine large tree, brancbing high above the ground. Named in Arkansas, Swamp- 
Burr Oak. 

" Only a shrub, I did not see it in Arkansas. 

■' A fine large tree, one of the largest ond most highly estimated i 
grows in deep, marshy bottoms, near shallow creeks, in tiie same 
Tupelo- Scarce iu Arluinaas, at least in the upper region. Seen oi 



Lr White 



16 Oaks (says Micbanx] 
IS the Cypress and the j 
Washita Eiver. 
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CUPDLIFEILE. 



Iatih Names, 
Q. Phellos, W ■ 
Q. imbrioaria, Mich ,' 
Q. aquatica. Cat.,' . 
(J.«ii!.a,l,'. . 
Q, faicata, Mich. * . 
Q. tinctoria, Bart.,« 
Q. coecinea, Wang.,' 
Q. rubra, L.,'. 
Q. paloBtria, D. E.,' 
Castanea, Tour., . 
C. vesca, L.," 
C. pamik, Mich.,'' . 
*C. nana, Muhl., . 
Fagtts, Tonr., 
P.sjlvestri3,Mich.,i' 
Corylua, Tour., 
C. Americana, Wah., 
CaTpinua, L., 
C. Americana, Mich,,'' 
Oatrya, Mich., 
0. Vii^inica, Willd., 



E.N(ji.i9K Names. 
Willow oak, . 
Laurel or sliingle-oak, 
Water oak, 
Black-Jack oak, 
Spanish oak, . 
Black oak, Quercitron, 
Scarlet oak, . 
Red oak, 
Pin oak. 



Chestnut. 

Chinquapin, . 
Dwarf Chinquapin, 

White Beech, . 
Hazel-nut. 

Hornbeam. 

Iron wood. 



Natiibal Haditat. 
Bottoms in marsh j places. 
Banks and high bottoma. 
Bottoms and flats. 
Barren. 

Dry sandj plains k ridges. 
Plains and ridges. 
Hills and rich woods. 
Rocky woods, creeks, &c. 
Low gronnd, borders of 
[swamps & prairies. 
Sandstone h chert, Rocky hills (rare). 

'■ . . Hills of Arkansas River. 

Alluvial & tci'tiary, Washita River and Sontli- 

Saudy, . . Thickets around prairies. 



Alluvial, . 

Alluvial, sandy. 
Sand and lime, ■ 
Sandstone, 
Sand and lime, ■ 



Alluvial, 



1 Abounds from Hurricane Creek Et 
abundance of acorns. Wood reddish, c 

■• Pretty rare in Arkansas. Wood 
(Michan 



; It r 



a SebasI 



orth of this 



ard, in all the swampy bottoms and flata, where it bear; 
.grained, porous, not much used. 

lavy, fit tor fuel only. Has been used for shingles. 



ith to Memphis, or from this parallel 

.. The tree becomes of good size, more than lifty to sixty 

sliowing all possible forms between the Willow and the 

ij. Wood yeij tough (says Michaui) , but leas durable and 

than that of the White Oak. 



y, or rather from Fort 
southward I did not see it 
feet high Its leaves are e 
Post-oak leaTes, even sometii 
less estimated by carpenters and wheelwrights 

' A small eroolied tree. Wood compact, coarse-grained, good for fuel. 

' Becomes a large tree in deep sandstone soil. In barren sandstone it la mostly atnnted, and pass to 
Qitereus trtdeiilata, Engl. Wood leas durable, and less estimated than that of the White Oak. Bark 
preferable for tanning 

' A Ini^ tree, with reddish, strong, durable wood. The Quercitron is a yellow coloring matter, 
obtained from the cellular or inner bark of this tree. 

' Grows with the former species. Wood not as good. Used for staves. Poor for fuel. It la easily 
distinguished from the next by ita scaly acorns. 

' It likes limestone and lime soil ,■ very common in Arkansas, and found at various stations. Easily 
distinguished by its large acorns and flat shallow cup. Wood reddish, strong, porous, not very valuable. 
Bark nsed for tanning. 

■ The foliaf 
Wood strong, 

" 1 did not £ 



oely half as long. 



lie, goo 



a most like that of the former ; bnt its acorn is globular, ai 

in Arkansas a tree of good aise of this speoies, but only shrubby. Wood strong, elastic, 



for posi 



s than the ChesI 



" The Chinciua] 
more compact. 

" Becomes of enormons size in the bottoma in rich deep soil, j 
heavy for timber, hat very good for fuel. 

" A slender tree like the next, with whit*, compact, hard wood. 

a ring of loose catkin, while that of the next species has the seed en 
out calyx. 



nut. Ita wood is still stronger and 

>t too wet. Wood too hard and too 

Soth this and next species have also 
Iron-wood. Its fruit is inclosed in 
eloped and bordered with a leaflike. 
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MTRICACE^; BETULACE.E; SALICACE^; CONIFERS; ARACE^. 



Latin Names. 


EnglishNameb, GeologlStation 
MyricacCEe. Sweel Gale Family. 


NATtTEAL Habitat. 


Myrica, L., . 


Biiyberry. 




JL cerifera, L.,' . 


Sand;-, . 
Betalaceaa. Birch Family. 


Alluvial swampy ground. 


Betula, Tour.,' 


B^rch. 




*B. populifolia, Ait., 


White Birch, . . Sandstone, 


Barren. (Nutt. Catt.) 


B. nigra, L., . . 


Red Birch, . . " . . 


River banks. 


Alnus, Tour., 


Alder. 




A. seiTulata, Ait., . 


Smooth Alder, . , Limestone, 

SalicaceEB. 


Gravel & banks of creeks. 


Salix, Tour., . 


. WiUow. 




S. discolor, Muhl., . 


Glaucous Willow, 


River banks. 


S. nigra, Marsfa., . 


Black Willow, 


H .1 


*S. loagifolia, Muhl., 




Nutt. Cat. 


FDpulus, Tour., . 


Poplar. 




P. monilifera, Ait.,» 


Cotton-wood, . . Allnvial sandy, . 


Bottoms along rivers. 


*P. aogulata. Ait., . 


Coniferffi. Pine Family. 


Low grounds. 


Plna», Tour.,. 


Pine. 




»P. inops, Ait., . 


Jersey Pine, . . Sandstone, 


Barren. (Nutt. Gat.) 


P. mitia, Mich.,' . 


Yellow Pine of the North, Sand stone & chert, Barren hills (common). 


*P. rigida, Mill.,' . 


Pitch Pine, . . Sand, 


Nutt. Cat. 


P. T^da, L.,« 


Loblolly Pine, . Tertiary, . 


Alluvial and sandy hills. 


ToiKdiam, Rich., . 


. Bald Cypress. 




T. distichnm, Rich ,' 


Alluvial, . 


Deep swamps. 


Junipenis, L., 


. Juniper. 




J.Virgimana,L.,«. 


Red Cedar, . . Limestone, 
Aracese, ArmaFamiln. 


Banks of rivers, rocks. 
Mouth of Benetn Bayou. 


Ariscema, Mart., . 


. Indian turnip. 




*A. triphjlluEi, Tor., 




Rich soil and woods. 


*A. Dracontiuni, Schott 




Low ground. 


.4eorus, h., . 


Sweet flag. Calamns. 




A. Calamua, L.,' . 




Swampy prairies. 



' The berries are invested witli a kind of was, nhich, collected T>j boiling, la used for eandle-making. 

' The wood of the Birohae ia not very yaluable. It is soft and light, 

' Wood white, soft, unfit for use. I haTe not seen this tree in Arkanaag, eioept with the Arkansas 
Eiver bottoms and the oreeks running to it across the Millstone grit, Frog bojou, 4o. None in the 
north of the State. 

' Wood fine-grained, a little resinous, yellowish white, used for flooring. &e. 

' I have not seen it in Arkansas. It is the most valualile Yellow Pine ot the South. 

' Grows Bouth of Hot Springs Countj, mixed with the Yellow Pine, and is naed tor the same purpose, 
though not as good. 

' Wood flna-grained. reddish, strong, elastic, iiud less reainous than that of the Pines, Mnoli used for 
building in the South, and rer; valuable, 

' Wood reddish, odorous, strong, tough, and durable. The speoies is rare iu Arkansas. 

' Root creeping, sweet-scented, aromatic, and somewhat tonic. It is highly praised as o valuable 
popular medicine, but its properties are scarcely ascertained. 
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390 TTPHACE-^; LEMNAOE^E ; TATMM; HTDROCIIARIDACE^. 

Latin Names. Enolisk Names. Geoloo'l Statios. Natdbjh Habitat. 

Typhacese. Cai-tail Family. 
Tupha, Tour., . . Cat-tail fiag. 

T. latifolia, L., . , " Pouds and bajous. 

Sparganium, Tour., . Eur-reed. 

S. simplex, Huds., Limestone springs, Mammoth Spring. 

LemaaceEe. Duckweed Famihj. 
Lemna, L., . . . Duck meat. 

L. trisulca, L., . . " . . Floating, . . Mammoth Spring. 

L. minor, L., . . . " . . " . . 

*L. polyrrliiza, L.,' . " . . " . . Null. Cat. 

Palmee. P<i!ins. 
So6ai, Adans.,^ . .Palmetto. [Arliansas River, 

S. Adansoni, Gner., . "... Alluvial, . . Deep marshes moutli of 

NaiadaCeSB, Fondmeed Famibj, 
Zarmickeltia, Mich., , Horned Pondweed. 

Z. palnstris, h., . . " Mammoth Spring. 

Polamoffelon, Tour., . Pondweed, 

P, compressus, L., " " 

P. prEelougns, WuUf., " " 

P. natana, L, " " 

*P. hcterophyllus, Schr, Nutt, Cat. 

Alismacese. Waler Haniain Family. 

Almita, L , . . . Water plnntain, 

A. Planlago, L., . . " " Ditches. Ponds. 

Echinodorus. 

*£.. roatratHs, Engl., Ponds of Verdigris River. 

Sagittaria, L., , . Arrow head. 

*S. radieans, Nutt., Shallow water. Ft. Smith. 

*S. variaMJs, Engel., "and n-etplaces. 

*S. simples, Pursh., " '■ 

Hydroeharidaeese. Frog's-bii Family. 
iimno&iKM, Rich., . . Frog's bit. 

L. Spon^a, Rich, Ponds. 

Anacharia, fiieh., . . Water weed. 

A. Canadensis, Pi., . " Mammoth Spring. 

Valianeria, Mich., . , Eel-grass. 

*V. spiralis, L., Slow rivers. (Nutt. Cat.} 

' Lemna perpnailta, Torr., is also probably a species Of Mammoth Spring. leonld not find it in fruit. 

' M. Nuttall says that this Palm iirst makes its appsarnnoe a few miles belowthe Southern boundaries 
of the Arkansas Territorj, on the banks of the Mississippi River. It is now found in abundance at the 
month of Arkansas Eivet, back of the town of Napoleon. Has this apeolea changed its distribution 
ascending nortbnard, or has it escaped the attention of M. Nuttall, one of the most oareful, exact, and 
attentive explorers ? 
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ORCHIDAOE^; AMARTLLIDACE^ ; H^MODORACE^ ; IRIDACE^. 391 

Latin Names. English Names, Geolog'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

Orchidaceee. Orchis Famihj. 

Spiranlhes, Rich., . . Ladies' Treasea, 

S. annua, Rich., ...... Chorl, . , Wet prairies. 

Pogonia, Juaa. 

*P. pendula, LIndl., Rich damp woods. 

Calopoffon.'R.Br. . 

*C. pnlchellus, R. Br., Rogs. 

Tipvlaria, Natt., . . Cane-flj Orchis. 

*T. discolor, Nutt, Sandy, . . Pine woods. {Nutt. Cat.) 

Microaiylis, Nutt., . . Adder's mouth. 

*M.opliiogloaBoides,Nutt., ........ Damp woods. 

Ci/pripeditim, L., . . Lady's slipper. 

*C. pubeacens, Willd., Sandy, . . Woods and hills. 



Pancrativ 



Amaryllidacese. 

Sand, . . Salt marshes. (Katt. Cat.) 



Crinum, L. 

*C. Americanuin, L., Alluvial, . . Swamps. 

Agave, L., . . . American Aloe. 

A. Virginica, L., Limestone, . Rocks. 

Hypoxia, L., . . . Star-grasa. 

*H. erecta, L., Sandy, . . Open woods. 



AMris, L., 
*A. farinoaa, L., 
*A. aurea, Walt., 



Bromeliacese. Pins-Apple Family. 

Tillandnia, L., . . Long Moss. [Live Oak. 

*T. uaneoideB, L., On trees, especially the 



IridaeeEB. />■'» Family, 

Iris, L., ... Flower de Luce. Blue flag. 

*L versicolor, L., . . " Wet places. 

*I. Virginica, L., . . . Marshea. 

I. cristata. Ait ,.,.... Sandstone, . Hills and drj ridges 
Nemasti/lis, Nutt. 

*N'. ccelestina, Nutt,, Sandstone, . Rocky pine woods. 

N. geminlflora, Nutt., " . . " " 
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6\f^ DIOSCOREACE^ ; SMILACEiE; LILIACE^; MELANTHACE^. 

Latin Names, English NABEa. Geoloo'l Station. Natueal Habitat. 

Dioscoreaces. Yam Family. 
Dioscorea, Plun., . . Yam. 
*D. qaaternata, Walt., Arkansas. (Nutt. Cat.) 

Smilaeeee. 

Smilax, ToQr,, . . Greenbrier. 

S. rotQndifolia, L., Thickets (common). 

*S. glauca, Walt., Drj thickets. 

*S. tamnoides, L., Thickets. 

8. laneeolata, L., Alluvial, . , Swamps. Washita Eiver. 

8. laurifolia, L., Sandy, . . Pine barren. 

8. herbaeea, L., Alluvial, . . Banks of rivers. 

Hh^Uium, L., . . . Three-leaved Nightshade. 

*T. Bessile, L., Woods. 

*T. unguiculatum, Nutt., Sbady woods. 

*T. viridescens, Null., " " 

LiliaceEB. Lil;/ Famihj. 

Folygonaium, Tour., . Solomon's seal. 

*P. biflorum. Ell., Wooded banks. 

*P. multiflorum, Ell Arkansas. (Nutt. Cat.) 

Bmilacina, Desf , , . False Solomon's seal, 

*S. racemosa, Desf., Moist copses. 

*8. Btellala, Desf., " " 

Seilla, L., . . . Squill. 

8. Fraseri, Gray,' . . Quaraash, Thickets & moist prairies. 

Allium, L., . . . Garlic. 

A. stcllatum, Nutt., ......... Prairies (rare). 

*A. anguloBum, B. Nutt., Arkansas. (Nutt. Cat.) 

*A. ochrolencnm, Nutt., ......... Prairies. " 

*A. Canadenso, Kalm., ......... Moist prairies. 

A. striatum, Jacq., Prairies. (M. Cox.) 

Lilium, L., . . . Lily. 

*L. Philadelphicum, L., Prairies and copses. 

■*L. Buperbnio, L., ...... Alluvial, . . Rich low ground. 

Erythronium, L., . . Dog's-t^iotb Violet. 

*E. Americanum, Sm., Limestone, . Banks and thickets, 

*E. albidnm, Nutt., " . . " " 

Yttcca, L., . . . Spanish bayonet. 

*T. reeurvjfolia, Salisb., Arkansas. (Nutt. Catt.) 



Vvularia, L,,. . 
•U. sessilifolia, L., . 
Mdanthiuta, Gron. 
*M. Virginicum, L , 



KelauthaceEe. 



Nutt. Cat, 
Wet meadows. 



b sweet to the taste, and eatiible. 
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JUNCACEJE ; PONTEDERIACE^ ; COMMELlNACEiE ; CTPERACEJE. 

Latin Names. Enolisu Names. Geoloq'l Station. NArnEAL Hai 

StenanfMv/m, Gray. 

*S. angustifolinia, Graj, Wet meadows. 

AmiantMum, Gray, . FIj poison. 

*A.musc£etoxieura,Graj, Open woods, 

Melonias, L. 

■*H. angostifolia, Micb., Fort Smitli. 

CAamtBlirium, Willd , . Devil's Bit. 

*C. luteum, Gray, Low groundg, 

Tofieldia, Huds., . . False Asphodel. 

T. glabra, Nutt., Prairies, 

7 T. pubens, Alt., Sandy, . . Barrens. 



Luzula, D C , 
L. csDipestris, 
Juncus, L., . 



. Eusli. 



Ditches. 
Nutt. Cat. 
Bordeis of si 



*J. setaceus, Rost, 

*J. scirpoldea. Lam., ....... 

*J. acuminatus, Mich., ......... Bogs and poni 

*J. heteranthos, Nutt., Woods. 

*J. repeos, Micb., Nutt. Cat. 

J. tenuis, Willd., Praiiies. 

*J. huronius, L., . Low grounds. 



PontederiaeeEe. rickerel-ieeed Family. 

Ponlederia, L., . . Pickerel weed. 

P. cordftta, L., Shallow ivat 

Heteranthera, Euiz. 

*H. limosa, Vahl., Nutt. Cat. 

Schollera, Schreb., . . Water Star-grass. 

S. graminea, Willd., . " Shallow stri 



Spideneort Family. 

Commehjna, Dili., . . Day flower. 

■*C. communis, L,, Alluvial, . . Low ground. 

*C. ereeta, L., ..... . " - ■ Shaded banks. 

*C. Virginica, L., Damp rich woods. 

Tradescantia, L., . . Spiderwort, 

*T. Virginiea, L., Moist woods. 

*T. rosea, Vent., Sandy, . . Woods and banks. 



Cypems, L., . 
C. flavescens, L., . 
C. diandms, Torr., . 
*C. Nuttallii, Tor,, . 



CyperacesB. 

. Galingale. 



Sedge Family. 
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CTPEKACE^; GRAJllNE^. 



Latin Names. Esglibh Names. Geoloq'l Station. Natural Habitat. 

C. BtrigOBus, L , . . . . . . Liraeslflne, . Creeks and bottoms. 

C. inflesus, Mulil., Saiidj, . . Banks and gravel. 

C. ovularis, Tor., " . , Woods. Drj places. 

*C. retrofractus, Tor., Marshy ground. 

KgUingia, L. 

K. pumila, Mioli , . . . . . . Limestone, . Creeks and lianlvs. 

Eleocharis, R. Br , . Spike-Rush. 

*E.quadrangulata,R.Br., .... Sand, . . Nutt.Cat. 

*B. paluatris, R. Br., ......... Low ground. Ditolies. 

E. acicularis. It. Br., Brooks. Mammoth Spring, 

*B. pjgmiea, Torr., Marshes. 

Scirpus, L., . . . Bulrush. 

S. pungens, VahL, Gravelly, . . Banks of WhiM River. 

*S. IftCustris, L., ■ Ponds, 

Fimbrisii/Us, Vahl. 

F. automnalia, Roera., ..... Sandy, . . Banks of Arkansas River. 
Fairena, Rott, . . Umbrella-grass. 

F. sqaarrosa, Mich., Limestone, . Springs, mossy ground. 

Rhynchospora, Vahl., . Beak-Rush. 

*R. alba, Vahl,,' Nult. Cat. 

*R. longirostris, Nult,, an 

SeUria, L., . . . Nut-Rush. 

*S. reticularis, Mich., Sandy, . , Swamps. 

Garex, h.,* . . . Sedge. 

*C. rosea,, Schk., Moist woods. 

■*C. plantaginea. Lam., Shady woods. 

*C. anceps, L,, Roeky woods. 

*C. flava, L., Wet meadows. 

*C. tentaculata, Muhl., (i " 

«C. follieolata, h.,' Peat bogs. 

*C. lupulina, Muhl, Swampa. 

GraminesB. Grass Famihj. 
Gi'eenia, Nutt. 

^G. Arkansano, Nult., Limestone, . Hills of Red River. 

Leersia, Sol, . . - False rice. 

L. orjEoldes, Sw., . . Rice Cut-grass, Wet meadows. Mammoth 

*L. Virginica, Willd., . White grass. [Spring. 

Zizania, Gron,, . . Indian rice. 

Z. aquatica, L,,* . . Water oats, -■.... Swamps, &c. Mam. Spring. 

*Z. miliacea, Mich,, " " 



Thongh thia 
Of this genu 

umn. when I 

rse incomplete for 

3ng also to Arkans 



'isit«d & 



a Nor 



' Appen 



id in Nnttall'fl Catalogue, I doubt that it belongs to Arlianeas, 
itbern States contaiuB seventy-five species at least, M. Nuttjill men- 
alogae, with this remark : " and many others." As lata in the 
le species of this genus have entirely disappeared, the catalogue is of 

; genus Carex. Most of the Bpeclee enumerated in Chapman's Southern Flora 
I have copied only the short list of M. Nuttall. 

peciea. Can scaroely he found in Arkansas. 

Itansas. It is greedilj eaten by cattle, but generally grows in too deep water. 

the Indians and used for food. 
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Latin Names. Esglise Names. Geoloo'l Station. Natural IlABiTAr. 

jilopecurus, L. 

*A.geniculaUi3, L,, Moist me ado wa. 

ra/a, Ad., . . , RQsh-gras3. 

*V. aspera, Beauv., Sandy, . . Fields. 

V. vaginEeflora, Torr., ..... " . . Barren. 

Sporobolua, R. Br. 

? S. Indieus, Brown, Wet places. 

Agrosiis, L., , . . Bent grass. 

*A. perennana, Tuck., Damp shaded places. 

*A, Bcabra, Willd. Sandv, , . Dry places. 

*A. vulgaris. With.,' . Red-top grass, ..... Meadows. 

*A. atachnoldes, Ell., High prairies. 

Polypogon, Desf., . . Beard-grass. 

*P.racemoauin, Nutt., Null. Cat. 

Cinna, L-, . . . Wood reed-grass. 

*C. arundinacea, L., Damp woods. 

MuMenbergia, Schreb., . Drop seed grass. 

M. Mcxicana, Trin., Low gronnd. 

M. diEfaaa, Sehrob., Sandy, . . Hills and woods. 

Calamagrosiis, Adan., . Reed Bent grass. 

C. Canadensis, Beau., " . , Shady banks. 

*C. gigantea,Nutt., " . . Banks of Salt River. 

SHpa, L., . . . Feather grass. 

•S. sericea, Mich Nutt, Cat. 

*S. patvifiora, Mich., " 'i 

*S. avenacea, L., Sandy, . . Wood.s. 

Aristida, L., . . . Triple-awned grass. 

A. gracilis, Ell., Sandstone, . Prairies and hilla. 

*A. dichotoma, Mieh., Old fields. 

A. stricta, Mich., Sandy, , . Prairies. 

*A. oligantha, Mich., Nutt. Cat. 

*A. pallens, Nutt., " " 

*A. purpurea, Nutt., Sandy, , . Plains of Red River. 

A. tuberculosa, Nutt., " . . Prairies. 

Sparlina, Sehr., . . Cord or Marsh grass. 

■"S. cynosuroides, Willd., Banks of rivers. 

*S. polystachja, Willd., ..... Sandy, . . Brackish marshes. 
denium, Panz., . . Toothache grass. 

*C. Americannm, Spr., Sand, . , Barrens, 

Bouielouajhtig., . , Muskit grass. 

B. onrtipendula, Gray, Limestone, . Hills and barrens. 

•B. oligoatachyn, T. & Gr., Nutt, Cat. 

Cynodon, Rich., . . Bermuda grass. 

C. Dactylon, Pers., Dry fields. (Introduced.) 

Eleusine, Giert., . . Crab grass. 

E. Indica, Gtert., Waste places. " 



' This species ia often cultivated on wet meiidows. It ia known also under tb 


e nai 


na (if Eent grass. 


The name of Herd grass, which it bears also sometiiues, belongs to Fhteum praii 




The white Bent 


grass, A^raslis alba, L., was formerly celebrated nnder the name of Tiorin grass. 


Iti 


s not better grass 


than this. The hay of the Bed top is good, but short and thin. 
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Lepiockloa, Beauv, 
*L. fiiBcioularis, Gray, 
*L. attenuata, Nutt., 
Trieuspis, Beau v. 
T. aesletioides, Torr., 
•T. stricta, 7 Nutt-, 
Biarrkena, Eaf. 

D. Americana, Beauv. 
KoeUria, Pers. 
*K.cristata,Pera.,. 
Eatonia, Raf. 

*E. obtnsata, Gray, 
Melica, L., 
*M, mutica, Wall., 
Ghjceria, R. Br., . 
*G. nervata, Trin., 
*G. flultans, R. Br., 
Poa, L., 

*P. pratensis, L.,' . 
P. anaua, L., . 
*P. nemoralis, L,, . 
*P. intercupta, Nntt., 
•P. capitata, Nutt.,' 
Eragrostis, Beanv. 

E. reptans, Nees., . 
*E. poseoidea, Beauv., 
*E. pilosa, Beauv., 
*E. tenuis, Gray, . 
*E. capillaris, Nees., 
*B. pectinacea, Gray, 
*B. conferta, Prin., 
Pestuca, L., . 

*F. tenella, Willd., 
*P. poljstachja, Mieli , . 
*F. diandra, Nutt., 
*P. aciurea, Nutt., . 

F. elatior, L., 
Bromus, L., . 
B. ciliatus, L., 



Enqiish NaME9, 



Limestone, 



Sand, 



Natural Habitat. 



Prairies. 

'■ Nutt, Cat. 

Rich banks of rivers. 

Hills. 

Dry soil. 

Nutt. Cat. 



Fields. Cultivate 
Waste grounds. 
Nutt. Cat. 
Bushy prairies. 
Banlis. 



Fields. 
Banks. 



Sterile placi 
Nutt. Cat. 



Cultivated fields. 
Banks of King's Riv 



' This is tho eommon meadow grass generallj cultiviited. It grows more or leas luiuriantly, accord- 
ing to the richBeae of the soil, and malces better b&j when mixed with other grnssea. especially the lull 
Fescue. The Blue grasa (Foa compreaa) is aleo cnltivated, and otlen mixed with the meadow graaa. 
The Blue grass is better adapted for dry sandy Eoil than the former, and by its creeping roots would be 
valuable especially on the prairies of ArJianeas. 

" Nnttall aaya that this species is allied to Poa reptans, and thus would go with the neit genus. Pro- 
bably the former also. 

' Two species of Fescuea. Featuca sfatior, the toll Fescue, and Festuca prateiiais. Hard., the Meadow 
Fesone, soarcely distinguishable in their form, are generally cultivated for hay. A rich, friable, wet soil 
ia the beat for thaae species. 
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Uaiola, L,, . . . Spike grass. 

*U. multiflora, Nutt., SaiiJ, . . Banks of Arkansas River. 

*U. gracilis, Mich,, Sandy, . . Prairies. 

Phragmiles, Trin., . . Reed. 

P. communis, Pur,, Wet prairies (rare). 

Aruwiinaria, Mich., . Cane. 

A. macrosperma, Mich., . ... Alluvial, . . Rich banks. Bottoms. 

*A. pnmila, Nutt., Red Eiver. 

T^pturus, R. Br. 

L. paniculatus, Nutt., , Ope» ground. 

Bordeum, L.j , . Barley. 

H. puaiilum, Nutt., Saline soil. 

Elymus, L., . . . Ljme grass. 

B. Virginicus, L., Limestone, . Barrens & banks of rivers. 

*E. Canadensis, L., Nutt, Cat. 

UralepU, Nati. 

*U. aristulata, Nutt., Sand, . . Banks of Arkansas. 

Danthonia, DC,. . Wild Oat grass. 

*D. spicato, Beau., Limestone, . Rocky places. 

PhaJaris, L., . . . Canary grass. 

*P. occidentalis, Nutt., Inundated prairies. 

Ckloris, Sw. 

*C. verticillata, Nutt. Sand, . . Banks. Fort Smith, 

Paspalum, L. 

*■?. purpureum, Ell., Nutt. Cat. 

*P. racemosura, Nutt., Red River. Plains. 

*P. stoloniferum, Nutt, Arkansas. (Nutt. Cat.) 

P. selaeeum, Mich., Sandy, . . Fields. 

P, lieve, Mich., " , , Moist grounds. 

Panicum, L., . . Panic grass. 

*P. gibbum, Ell., Swamps. 

P. hians, Ell., Sand, . . Low ground. 

*P. sanguinale, L., . Common crah-grass, .... Waste graunds, 

P. anceps, Mich., Sandstone, . Barrens. 

*P. agrostoides, Spreng., Wet meadows. 

*P. capillare, L. Sandy, . . Plains. 

*P. virgatum, L., ,,,...... . Moist soil. 

P. clandesiinum, L., Limestone, , Woody banks. 

*P. microcarpum, Muhl., Thickets. 

*P. paucitlornm. Ell , Wet meadows. 

*P. dichotomum, L., Common. 

»P. verrucosum, Muhl., Swamps. 

*P. ignoratum, Kunth., Nutt. Cat. 

P. Cms-galli, L., . . Barn-jatd grass, Waste places. 

Setaria, BeauT.,' . . Fox-tail grass, 

8. glauca, Beauv., . , Bottle grass, . . Sandy, . . Open places. Everywhere. 



' The Bengal grass {Seiaria Iialica,'L.) , ai 
lltivaled everjwliere for liay. They maj do 
ime lund, oats and barley are more valuable. 
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Latin Names, Enoush Names. Geolog'l Statiow. Natfbai Habitat. 

Orthopogon, R. Br. 

»0. parvifoliua, Nutt. Nutt. Cat. 

Cenckruijh.,. . . Burr grass. 

*C. tribaloidea, L., Sandj banlis. 

EotfboeUia, E. Br. 

•R, eampeatris, Nutt., Plains of Red River. 

Tripsacum, L., . . Gama grass. 

*T. daetjloides, L., Moist soil. 

Enanilius, Mich.j . . Yellow Beard grass. 

*E. alopeeuroidea, BU,, Sandstone, . Barrens. 

Andropogon, L,, . . Beard grass. 

A. furcatns, Muhl., Dry prairies. 

A. Bcoparius, Mich., " " 

A. Virginicus, L., . . . . . . Saod and clay, . " " 

*A. macrourus, Mich., " . Low groiiiid. 

■*A. filiforme, NutL, Shrubby plains. 

*A. ambiguum, Mich.., Open woods. Cadron B 

Sorghum, Pers., . . Broom Corn. 

S. nutans, Gray,' Sandy, . , Dry prairies. 



Equiseium, L., 
E. hyeniale, L.,' 



Eijuisetacese. Horsetail Family. 
. Horsetail. 



Filices. Fems. 
L. 

P. Tulgare, L., Sandstone, . Shady rocks. 

P. ineanum, Willd., Ou trees and rocks. 

Alloaorus, Bern., . . Rock brake. 

A. alropurpureuB, Gray, Limestone, . Rocks. 

Pteris, L., . , . Brake. 

P. aquilina, L_ Rockj hills and prairies. 

AdiantUTa, L., . . Maiden hair. 

A. pedatum, L., Shaded rocks. Rich woods. 

A. capUlus-Veneris, L., Ijimestone, . Rocks near springs. 

GkeUaniheg, Swartz, ..Lop tern. 

C. vestita, Willd., Sand, . . Rocks, 

C. toraentosa, Link., " . . Rocky ridges. 

C. Alabamensis, Kuntz., .... Limestone, . Hot springs. 
Woodieardia, Smith. 

*W. Vii^iuica, Willd., Swamps, 

Camptosorus, Link., . Walkiag leaf. 

C. rhizophyllus. Link., Shaded mossy rocks. 

■ So hard and siliceous ia this spacies, and also the Beard-graas speeUa, that their culms are not 
destroyed by the hres of the prairies 
• Used for soouriag. 
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Latin Namks. English Names. Geuloo'l Station. 

Aspleiiium, L., . . Spleenwort. 

A. piiicatifidum, Katt, Licioslone, 

A. Rnla-muraria, L., " . . 

A. Trichomacca, L., . 

A. ebeneum, Ait., Sandstone, 

*A.angustifoHum, Mieh., ........ 

*A. Filix-foemica, E. Br., 

Wbodsia, R. Br. 

7 W. obtusa, T.,1 Limestone, 

Cysiopteris, Bemh., . Bladder fern, 

C. fragilis, Bernh., Sandstone, 

Aapidium, SwartK, . Wood fern. 

A. Theljpteris, Sw., 

A. spinnlosum, Sw., ......... 

A, oristatum, Sw., 

■*A, marginale, Sw., 

*A. acrosticboides, Sw., 

Onodea, L. 

? 0. Beosibilis, . . Sensltivt! fern 

Osmjinda, L., . . Flowering fern, 

O. speetabilis, Wllld., 

*0. 



Cliffs. 

Shaded cliffs. 
Rookj woods. 
Rich woods. 
Moist woods. 

CUffs. 

Shad J rocks. 



Swamps and woods. 
Hillsides. Rocky woods. 



Boiryekium, Sw., . . Mooiiwc 
■*B. lonarioides, Sw., 
*B. obliqiium, Mnhl,, 
? B. Virginiciim, 8w., . 
OphioglossuTn, L. 
*0. vulgatura, L., . 



Wet shady places. 

Marshy woods. 
Springs near banlts of 
[Arkansas River. 
Deep rieh woods. 



Wet woods. Rich si 



Lycopodiaceffi. Club Moss Family. 
Sdaginella, Beau v. 
S. apus, Sp., ....... Sandy & clayisii, Wet ground. 

S. mpestris, Spring, Sandstone, . Dry rocky places. 

Aiolla, Lam. 

*A. Caroliniana, Willd Floating. Pools. 

Marsilea, L. 

»M. mueronala, Wllld., " 



t in the suuthern pact of IllInoiB on the M 



r, but not in Arkansa, 
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CRETACEOUS FOSSILS 




Scc^ym- arsmtO'. S^. I^. 5. Ostrui' frlcats/.iiar^/u I^. 6. (,ryphi&/ TUeken/, \Mor0n. 
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CR ETACEOUS FOS E 
ARKANSAS. 




Fig. !. CtTrhiUo' / sfi. a^dt.. / Fig. 3. TurriStes / j/>. ande./ Hg. 6 

Tis. Zai?b. / Gryphon ntMtaiOia. Mmom / Fig- 7. Ssaiaruf Siiianam'. f Morie>i,. , 

Fig. 8. Ostf^ ^ygbiasa, f M/non,Frg. .9. Fh^2ad€,f^i,. (p^i^^^swW^V, Jf&^fe)^,.,. CiOOQIC 
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INTROBtJCTION. 



It was not until after my return from tlie State of Arkansas to New 
Harmony, on the 26th of November, 1860, that the sad newa of the death 
of the State Geologist, David Dale Owen, which had only reached me 
through the papers on the day of departure from Little Rock, was ascer- 
tained to be too true. Though for a long time in feeble health, and 
suffering from excruciating pains in his limbs and cheat, he remained 
constantly at his favorite occupation, — arranging the material for the 
second Geological Report on Arkansas, — calmly contending witb his in- 
creasing physical weakness. And when no longer able to use the pen 
himself, he was propped up in a chair, and continued to dictate his report 
up to within three days of his death. Such indefatigable energy and 
unswerving devotion to the cause of science can seldom be found, and in 
his death Geology baa lost one of its hardest workers and most able 
expounders. 

For eight years I have been his student and constant companion, both 
in the field and chemical laboratory, and the interest which he manifested 
in my progress has forever rendered him dear to my memory ; and it ia 
in this, his final report, I wish to record this feeble testimony of my high 
esteem. 

For the greater part of the last two years, in prosecuting the Geological 
Survey of Arkansas, I was attached to Dr. Owen's corps in tlie field, and 
as I had personally examined but a small district of country not previously 
reported upon, Dr. Owen had kindly consented to incorporate my notes in 
his report, which, on my departure for Arkansas in October last, had been 
left with him for that purpose ; but his untimely death prevented its 
accomplishment, and I am now compelled to write thcra out in as rapid a 
manner as possible, the printing having been necessarily delayed beyond 
the allotted time. This, I trust, will serve as an apology for the brevity 
of my report. 
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BEPORT. 



In the fall of 1859 I accompanied Profesaor Leo Lesquereux in an 
excursion tbrougli a portion of the northern, middle, and southeastern 
counties, for the purpose of establishing the position and extent of the 
coal-field of Arkansas, and noting its Flora. 

An account of this important work, performed hy Professor Lesquereux, 
will be found detailed in his able report; and I have only to add a few 
memoranda connected with the geology of those parts of the country 
passed through, which ho has not mentioned, or to which he has only 
briefly alluded, 

As we were to enter the State at a point near the Mammoth Spring in 
Fulton county, — a description of which is given in the first Geological 
Report, accompanied by a plate representing a faithful view of this locality, 
sketched by Dr. D. D. Owen, — and as there was some doubt in regard to 
the geological position of the rocks through which this great spring makes 
its way to the surface, I was requested to pay particular attention to the 
subject. This I did; and although the rocks are entirely destitute of 
fossils, I feel confident, from the lithological character and order of super- 
position, that they belong to the Lower Silurian age. 

The water of the Mammoth Spring was found to have an alkaline reac- 
tion, which became remarkably strong when reduced by evaporation to 
one-half its original bulk. In the water thus concentrated, there was also 
found, in addition to what has already been reported, a trace of chlorine, 
sulphuric acid, and iron. 

In the southwestern part of ISTewton county, on Section 16, and 35 or 
36, Township 16 north, Range 23 west, on the waters of Buffalo river, a 
considerable amount of digging has been done for lead, and some 18,000 
or 20,000 pounds of the ore have been taken out. Great excitement 
prevailed about this discovery of ore, and all the land in the vicinity was 
immediately entered. It is thought, however, that the richest deposits 
exist on the 16th Section. At Clark's diggings, where the ore has been 
principally mined, the lead is represented as lying in pockets or crevices 
in the rocks, and not in regular veins. This is the condition in which the 
ore is also found at Grauby, in Jasper county, Missouri, the richest lead 
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mines in t!ie West. Not only from the manner in wliicli the ore occurs in 
the rocks of Kewton county does it resemble the Granby mines, but it also 
has the same geological horizon, and is accompanied by the same associa- 
tion of minerals. 

The specimen of lead sent to the laboratory, by George Lewis, to be 
examined for silver, from Fayetteville, AVashington county, was from 
Newton county. Unfortunately, he did not state the exact locality from 
which it came ; otherwise, a region thus rendered interesting, would have 
been thoroughly examined. As it was, we did not even learn the abun- 
dance of lead raised at these mines, until it was impossible to spare the 
time necessary to visit them. From what is known of the surrounding 
country, and the information obtained from those who have been at the 
mines, there is every reason to believe that valuable deposits of ore will be 
found in this county. 

It is a fact worthy the special attention of those residing in the northern 
counties of Arkansas, that there is every probability of finding valuable 
deposits or veins of lead in the following counties : Randolph, Lawrence, 
Independence, Izard, Searcy, Marion, Carroll, Newton, Madison, Benton, 
and Washington. The occurrence of lead was already noticed in the former 
report. Since the publication of that report, however, it has been ascer- 
tained that granite makes its appearance at the mouth of Spavinaw creek, 
in the Cherokee country, some thirty or forty miles west of the Arkansas 
line; and the probability is, that this granite underlies the lead-bearing 
rocks in the northwestern counties of this State, and the southwestern 
counties of Missouri, A favorable bottom-rock is thus formed on which 
the ore may collect, thus giving plausibility to the opinion, that in some 
localities, by pursuing the irregular surface-lode of lead down to this 
granite, ore may be found in paying quantities. 

The following is a statement of the analysis of the lead ores from Newton 
county. 

No. 1. Specimen obtained from Hon. W, W. "Watkins. 

500 grains of ore gave ; 

Metallic Lead, .... 390 grains = 78 per cent. 
Globule of Silver, . . . 0.0008 " = .OOOIS per cent. 

5.25 oz. Silver to Ion of ore. 

No, 2. Specimen sent by George Lewis, of Fayetteville. 

Metallic Lead, .... '350 grains ^ TO per cent. 
Globule of Silver, . . . 0.000a " = .0001 per cent, 
3.27 oz. of Silver to the ton. 
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'No. S. A clear, bright specimen, gave ; 

Metallic Lead, .... 400 grains = 80 per cent. 
Silver equal 1.30 oa. to ton. 

Accompanied by the Hon. W. W. Watkins, I visited the locality near 
Carrollton, in Carroll county, where Mr. Childers had been digging for 
copper ore. It was a wild, romantic spot, in a deep recess of the Childers' 
mountain, at the base of a massy, pebbly conglomerate. A horizontal 
drift had been made into the pyritiferous shale for many feet, and several 
boxes of iron pyrites, which had been mistaken for copper, were taken out, 
and left to decompose under the influence of the atmosphere. The main 
body of the iron pyrites is found in a marl about fifteen inches thick, in 
which I saw imperfect specimens of carbonifeTOus fossils. This sulphuret 
of iron might readily be mistaken by the inexperienced for the more 
valuable ore — copper pyrites — which it greatly resembles, and from which 
it may be distinguished by its greater hardness. 

The following is the order of superposition of the rocks from Long 
creek to the top of Childers' mountain. The thickness of the members is 
only approximate. 

Conglomerate, ferruginoua at the top, — some good aurface iron 

ore, but mostly iron sand, — heavj bedded and full of pebbles, 200 to 300 feet 

Pyritiferous marl, with carboniferous fossils mostly imperfect, 

among which could be distinguished T. Serpentes, . . 15 inches. 

Pyritiferous, argillaceous shale, with three bands of clay iron- 
stone, in all 4 inches, T feet. 

Sandstone and shale, 100 ? feet. 

Subcarbonlfecous sandstone, 200 ? feet. 

Subearboniferous limestone. 

Chert. 

Subearboniferous limestone with Chert. 

Bed of Long creek. 

The pyritiferous marl will make an excellent fertilizer, and though it is 
impracticable to wagon it from this locality, it may be found at the same 
geological level in situations where it is possible to get it without much 
expense. 

Soils for chemical analysis were collected from the Eev. Josiah Childers' 
farm, on Long creek, adjoining the town of Carrollton. In good seasons 
this land will produce sixty bushels of corn, or twenty bushels of wheat to 
the acre; and is excellent for oats, rye, timothy, Hungarian, and herd 
grass. The old field lias been twenty years in cultivation, and was one of 
5ie first settled places in the county. The soil is derived from the conglo- 
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nierate and eandstonea on one side, and the eubearboiiiferoua limestone on 
the other. 

The following is a qualitative chemical examination of the water of 
Long creek, at Carrolltoii, in Carrol! county. 

It is alkaline to test paper, and contains principally, 

Bicarbonate of Lime, slrong. 

" " Magnesia, . . ...... moderate. 

Sulphate " " ........ " 

" " Soda, " 

Chloride of Imodium, small. 

In the northwestern corner of Carroll county there is an iron forge 
known aa the " Old Eeecher forge." It is situated on Osage creek, and ia 
driven by the water of that stream. The main ore worked at this forge is 
obtained on Mr, C. B, "VVhiteley'a land, on Sections 24 and 25, Township 
20, Range 24. The ore is scattered through this part of the connty gene- 
rally in deposits of small extent. At the above localities, however, it is 
reported to have a depth of three feet. 

Iron ore is found in many placea around Berryville, and a small deposit 
is crossed by the road leading from that town to the forge. Situated in 
the midst of a beautiful agricultural district, and surrounded by an abun- 
dance of good ore, there is every reason to believe that, if properly managed, 
this forge may be worked with profit to the owner, and prove a source of 
convenience to the community at large ; aa iron shipped to this remote 
region has a long land carriage, which makes it command a high price. 
Last spring, when this forge was in operation, two hundred pounds of good 
bar iron could be made each day. 

On the west bank of Osage creek, at the Beeeher forge, there is a bluff 
of massive magnesian limestone belonging to the lower Silurian period. 
Ascending from this to the headwaters of Keel's creek, in Madison county, 
we saw the pink and gray marble rock described in the former report, 
exhibited in great perfection. One slab, which lay across our road, was 
six inches thick, and from twelve to fifteen feet across in any direction. 
At this place it could be easily quarried, and obtained in enormous, perfect 
slabs, — the tranaportation by wagon, being only ten miles to the mouth of 
Osage creek, is quite practicable. 

This marble rock belongs to the subcarboniferous beds, as we found in 
it Spirifer Keokuk (Hall), and fragments of other carboniferous fossils. 
The following section represents the rocks forming the divide between 
"War-Eagle and King's river, in Madison county. The height of the ridge, 
by the barometer, was one thousand feet. Aa we were travelling on the 
dip of the strata, the tbickneas is given approximately : 
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Subcarboniferous 
Sjatem. 



Devonian 
System. 



Heavj-bedded conglomerate, sandstone, and stales of 

the minstone grit, 

Subcarboniferous sandstone, witli vesicular markings, 

sometimes fossil iferous, alternating with easily 

weatberiiig, cbertj limestones, .... 

Cherty, fossiliferona limestone, containing Oiiltw 

Keokuk (Hall), and Spirifer Keokuk (Hall), 
Chert bed, with casts of crinoidea, — Aeiinocrimts and 
Flatycrinus, — underlaid by the pink and white 
marble rock, in which we found Spirifer Keokuk 

(H.I1) 

Massive, coarse-grained sandstone, .... 
f White, earthy (hydraulic?) limestone, alternating with 
j greenish, marly shale, the place of water oozings, 
I and forming also the substratum of the prairies in 
{ the northwest part of Carroll county, , 
( Roughly weathering, and heavy-bedded magnesian 
} limestone, — upper part alternating with silicious 
( rocks, — lower part, lead-bearing, .... 



Aggregat 



On the top of this divide, between the waters of Wav-Eagle and King's 
river, there is a broad table-land, extending four miles to the southwest, 
and covered with a inxuriant growth of grass, affording fine pasturage for 
cattle and sheep. Mr. Vaughan informed U8 that this land would produce 
from forty to fifty bushels of corn, or fifteen to twenty bushels of wheat, 
to the acre, when the season was favorable. 

In the extreme northern part of Madison countyasniall quantity of lead 
ore has been found, and the country is reported as being remarkably 
broken. 

In Benton county we called to see Dr. S. E. Bell, who lives five miles 
west of Eentonvillo. This gentleman had fonvarded a lot of mineral 
specimens to the laboratory at New Harmony, for examination, wishing to 
know if they contained copper. Though the specimens sent to the labora- 
tory proved to he iron pyrites, it was thought best to visit the locality 
where it was found; as this mineral, though of but little value itself, is 
often associated in veins along with copper and other valuable ores. 

From Dr. Bell's residence in the edge of Osage prairie, down to the 
bottom of the shaft which had been sunk in search of ores, we traced the 
following section : 

Yellow schistose sandstone, 40 feet. 

Black shale, with a species of Lingula, 10 " 

Produclal and Spirifer limestone, schistose limestone; hard Produclal 
Limestone, with disseminated crystals of iron pyrites that had been 
mistaken for copper pyrites, 33 " 
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A set of soils was collected from this part of the Osage prairie for 
analysis. The land will produce, on an average, fortj bushels of corn, or 
fifteen bushels of wheat to the acre, or one thousand to fifteen hundred 
pounds of excellent tobacco. The farmers of Korth Arkansas are begin- 
ning to turn their attention to the culture of tobacco. Last year a tobacco 
manufactory was established at Eentonville, and turned out six hundred 
boxes of manufactured tobacco its first year. 

Crystals of iron pyrites were also seen at Mr. Rippatoe'a on Spavinaw 
creek at the State line, in a stratum of soft, decomposing limestone. 

In order to learn if the red granite, which makes its appearance at the 
mouth of this stream, in the Cherokee country, some thirty or forty miles 
from the State lino, was to be found in Arkansas, an excursion was made 
for that purpose, but without the desired result. For thirteen miles along 
the creek the carboniferous limestone is in place, and from one hundred 
to two hundred feet thick, without any apparent dip or disturbance, so far 
as could be seen along our route. 

Mr. Hastings, some years ago, quarried a set of millstones out of this 
granite in the Indian country, which we saw running in a small mill within 
the State, and obtained specimens of the rock from the fragments broken 
ofi' in the fashioning. 

"When at Van Buren, in Crawford county, a mineral was given me by 
Judge Green, of that city, for examination, which proved to be a fragment 
of a meteorite, that weighed twenty-two and a half ounces. At the first 
glance it has the appearance of an igneous rock stained on the exterior 
with oxide of iron ; but on close inspection particles of native iron may be 
seen projecting out of the mass that are quite sharp to the touch. On 
making a partial qualitative examination, it was found to contain — 

Nat[veiron, Lime, 



Along with the malleable iron and nickel there is nepheline and olivine, 
of a pale and dark green color. 

I was also informed by Mr. Scott, of Van Euren, that about noon on 
the 4th day of July, 1859, while at a barbecue in the northwest part of 
Crawford county, he saw an aerolite fall. Before reaching the ground it 
burst into fragments, and made a report as loud as the discharge of a 
cannon. A portion of the fragments fell in a shower, on the roof of a 
cabin near Mr. Pcnnywit's sulphur spring, and another portion some half 
a mile distant. Mr. Scott had picked up a piece of this meteoric stone, 
which he presented, a short time before our arrival, to Captain Albert 
Pike, of Little Bock. 
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For other remarks on the geology of the western and middle counties, 
Bee the First Arkansas Eeport, and the Reports of Dr. D. D, Owen and 
Prof. Leo Lesquereux, in the present volume. 

At Rockport, in Hot-Spring county, the beautiful novaeulite rock, 
vitreous sandstone, shales, and deposits of milky quartz belonging to the 
millstone-grit series, terminate on the Waehita river; and to the southeast 
of this point, between the waters of this stream and tlie Mississippi, — 
extending on the nortb to the Arkansas river and far beyond, the tertiary 
gravel, sands, and clay, witb tbe exception of occasional beds of limestone, 
and now and then a capping of quaternary on the highest points, and 
alluvium in the river and creek bottoms, form tbe entire surface stratum. 
South of Roekport and east of the "Waehita river, in Hot-Spring county, 
the country is generally level, with low ridges, covered with waterworn 
quartzose pebbles. The soil in the flats is of an ashen color, and the land 
is, for the most part, wet and spongy. 

In tbe southwest corner of this county, we visited Barkman's salt wells. 
Good, substantial works have been built at this place for making salt ; but 
no pains wore taken to stop out the fresh water from the wells, nor was 
proper search instituted for deeper-seated and stronger brines; conse- 
quently, the works were left idle, and are rapidly going to decay. The 
shallow wells, from which the brine was used, are about one hundred and 
fifty yards from the works, situated on a flat that was covered with stand- 
ing water at the time of our visit. "Water taken from one of the wells, 
though mixed with much fresh water from the recent heavy rains, gave a 
large percentage of chloride of sodium (common salt), a large quantity of 
magnesia and lime, a small quantity of carbonic acid, a trace of iron, and 
a feeble alkaline reaction. 

Not far from these wells, there is a bayou called "Salt Lake," which, 
with the "Waehita river, forms a small island called "Salt Island." The 
water in this lake is made brackish by the salt springs which break out 
along its shore. The springs were covered by the water of the lake when 
we were there ; so there was no possible chanee of obtaining a fair sample 
of the salt water at these works. 

Mr. Barkman, the proprietor, was not at home ; but directions were 
given to have brine sent to the laboratory for analysis, when it could be 
properly collected. His attention was also called to the fact, that he would 
be able to strike brine in a well sunk immediately at the works, and thus 
save the expense of a long string of pipes, and a useless waste of power; 
that the fresh water should be stopped out by tubing ; and that the pro- 
bable existence of a stronger brine, at a greater depth, should by all means 
be tested. 

One mile from Arkadelphia, on the Princeton road, in Dallas county, 
we visited salt wells owned by B. G. Harley & Co., of Princeton. These 
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wells, like those owned by Mr, Barkman only a few miles distant, in Hot- 
Spring county, were filled with fresh water by the overflowing of the 
creek, near the bod of which they were sunk ; consequently, no analysis 
of the brine could be made on the spot. Mr. Harley promised to have the 
water collected at a suitable time, and sent to the laboi-atory. 

About ten years ago, these wells were extensively worked by Mr. Easly. 
We called at the residence of this gentleman, who now lives in Hot-Spring 
county, for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of brine it required to 
make a bushel of salt, and found that he was absent from home ; conse- 
quently, we were unable to learn any particulars connected with the old 
works. 

From the geological featurj^s of the country, and a largo number of 
saline springs in the vicinity, there is every reason to believe that here, as 
well as at Barkman's, an abundant supply of brine may be found on going 
deeper. The experiment will cost but a small sum, and is well worth the 
trial. 

Salt could be conveniently shipped in boats from Arkadelphia to the 
Southern market, thereby insuring a flourishing trade. 

"Where the road leading from Arkadelphia to Princeton crosses the 
Ouachita bottom, which is here some five miles in width, the soil is a stiiF, 
ash-colored clay. After leaving this bottom, we ascended to gravel ridges, 
which form the leading features in the western and northern parts of 
Dallas county. 

About twelve miles from the river, we saw a bed of hard, calcareous 
rock, full of tubular markings, resembling somewhat a species of siliquaria. 
Its position appeared to be under the ferruginous conglomerate and sandy 
iron ore, at the base of the gravel-bed. 

On Little Cypress creek, one mile west of Mr. Watson's, in Township 7 
south, Range 17 west, we saw two beds of lignite, one above the other. 
This lignite is of a good quality, and has associated with it an excellent 
plastic clay, suitable for making stoneware. 

The position of the lignite is given below in a general section of all the 
Btrata seen in Dallas county, all of which belong to the tertiary. 

Water-worn pebbles, or gcavel-tied ; the gravel aometimes ce- 
mented bj iron into a ferriiginoua conglomerate,* . . 15 feet. 

Place of silicified wood {fossil trees), 0. 

Bed, sandy elaj, sometimes containing good iron ore, sandy iron 
ore, and ferruginous sandstone, the latter oAen much fluted ; 
thickness variable, from 10 to 40 feet. 

Light-colored sand, 80 feet. 

* This gravel-bed is at the base of the Quaternary, and forms a junction between that aeriea 
and the Tertiaiy. It has been a. question of some doubt to which division it should belong. My 
own observations favor the opinion Ibat it should be placed with the Tertiary. 
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Upper lignite bed, . . . , I to 2 feet. 

Aah-colored sandy clay, 12 feet. 

Plastic potter's clay, 3 feet. 

Lower lignite, bed of Cypress creek; more compact and of better 
quality than the bed above ; thickness coald not be accurately 

measured, as It lay in the bod of the creek, , , . . ^ feet. 

Lignite ia found in many places in the northern part of Dallas county, 
especially on Big Cypress and on the Saline river, in the northeast corner 
of the county, near the Hot-Spring county line. 

At the village of Tulip, which is built on the gravel-bed, petrified trees 
have been found in digging wells, at a depth of twenty or thirty feet. 
Fragments of this fossil wood, that had been thrown out of the wells, were 
picked up in the streets. We also saw the petrified stump of a tree in the 
southeastern corner of the county, on Mr. Council's land, Section 36, 
Township 10 south, Range 13 west. The gravel-bed lay above it in the 
ridge. 

Ten or twelve miles south of Princeton, on the Camden road, there is a 
heavy-bedded, coarse-grained, dark-colored, ferruginous sandstone, which 
is quarried and used for under-pinning houses, walling up wells, &c. One 
block of this rock, which had been prized up, measured ten inches by 
thirty. In a country where bedded rock is so scarce, this sandstone 
becomes of considerable value to the inhabitants. 

There are four main characters of cultivated land in this county : gravel 
land, sandy land, red clay land more or less sandy, and the black bottom 
land on the creeks. The three first varieties will yield about eight hun- 
dred pounds of cotton to the acre, and the creek bottoms about one 
thousand pounds. The soils eollceted for analysis from this county have 
not yet been analyzed. 

At Mrs. Helena Mattocks, eight miles west of Princeton, the water of a 
spring, which was supposed to be unwholesome, was examined, and found 
to contain ; 

Bicarbonate of Lime, ........ a small quantity. 

Chloride of Sodium, " " 

Sulphate of Magnesia, ....... '■ " 

This water was neutral to test-paper, and had a slight odor of sulphu- 
retted hydrogen, though none could be detected in the water by acetate of 
lead. Its character ia that of a weak saline sulphuret, and from the 
small amount of mineral matter which it contains, cannot be considered 
unhealthy. 

Bradley county, north of Range 11, is similar in its geological fea- 
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tures to the northern part of Dallas, being broken by low ridges, which 
are, for the most part, covered with gravel. In this county our examina- 
tions were suddeuly stopped by intensely cold weather, which, setting in 
after a heavy rain and sleet, made the roads so slippery with ice, that it 
was impossible to travel. 

I feel under many obligations to Judge J. M. Merriwether, at Mt. Elba, 
who kindly gave us entertainment until we were able to make our way to 
Pine Blufl' "While at Judge Merriwether's, we collected characteristic 
soils of the Saline river bottom, from his plantation, Section 8, Township 
10, Eange 10. The soil is usually of a dark color, sometimes black, — the 
latter being considered the least productive. The subsoil is a yellow, 
tenacious clay, one to one and a half feet beneath the soil. 

A qualitative analysis was made of a well-water at this place, and the 
principal constituents were found to be : 

Bicacbonate of Lime, remarkaWy stron". 

" Magneaia, 

Sulphate of Alnmioa, stron"'. 

" Soda, " 

Chloride of Sodium, " 



The water is acid to test-paper, and when evaporated to dryness, leaves 
a large residuum. It is so strongly charged with mineral matter that it is 
entirely unsuited for domestic use. Even cattle and other stock would 
probably be greatly injured, if suffered habitually to drink this water. 



PHILUFS COUHTY. 

Crowley's ridge, which runs through Greene, Craighead, Poinsett, and 
St. Francis counties, forming the divide between the waters of the St. 
Francis and White river, terminates in Phillips county just below the city 
of Helena. The top of this ridge, throughout its entire extent in Arkan- 
sas, is composed, for the most part, of eilicious clay and marl of quaternary 
date, usually resting on a bed of waterworn gravel. Numerous springs of 
good, cool water, flow from beneath this gravel-bed along the eastern foot 
of the ridge, near Helena. There is a prevalent opinion among the resi- 
dents, that this water, if drank during the summer season, will invariably 
produce sickness. On this account, it was thought advisable to test the 
water from three of the principal springs, which were found to be so nearly 
alike in their properties, that the analysis of one, given below, will answer 
for all. The most noted is the "Big Spring," three miles above Helena, 
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wliieh forms a considerable stream where it flows from imder the gravel- 
bed, at the base of the ridge. On examination, the principal constituteiita 
of this water were found to be : 

Carbonic Acid, strong. 

Magnesia, " 

Iron, a trace. 

Saturated with sulphuretted hydrogen, this water gave no indication, 
either in an acid or alkaline solution, of any metal except a trace of iron. 
Therefore, it is not hkely to contain any mineral poison ; and though 
strongly charged with bicarbonate of lime and magnesia, it is not probable 
that these ingredients are particularly injurious in water; except it be to 
those who are suflering from calculus. ISTevertheless, there is a deserted 
cabin close by, of which it is said that all those who occupied it and used 
the water from the "Big Spring," either died, or were taken sick and had 
to move away. As a general rule, when sickness eomes upon us, we are 
all prone to look for the cause outside of our own transgressions against 
the laws of nature. For my part, I should rather attribute the cause of 
the sickness which befell the occupants of the cabin at "Big Spring," to 
their own imprudent habits, and the miasmata arising from a large swamp 
close by, than to the use of the clear, coo! water of the spring, sparkling 
with its surcharge of carbonic acid. 

The following section, showing the position of the material composing 
Crowley's ridge, was taken close to Mr. Rightor's dwelling in the edge of 
the city of Helena. 



raversed by two vertical 



Yellow, fiilicioue clay, 
Marl, with fosail shelU. 



At this place, the marl w 

cracks one inch in width, and filled with a 

from the atratum beneath. 
Yellow and orange sand, and gravel, 

Gravel, 

Space concealed — reddish claj? 

Plastic clay (potter's), local, .... 

Yellowish and white sand, with some gravel, . 

Sand and gravel, 

Space concealed, ...... 

Bed of slough 



6 feet. 



20 feet. 
6 inches. 
9 feet. 

5 feet. 
15 " 
12 " 



The counterpart of Crowley's ridge may be seen on the opposite side of 
the Mississippi river, at Memphis ; thence running northward through the 
State of Tennessee and a part of Kentucky, crossing the Ohio river at 
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Caledonia in Illinois. In Tennessee, this ridge reaches the river at the 
first, second, third, and fourth Chickasaw blufis. In Kentucky, at Hick- 
man, Columbus, and Jefferson's bluff. The fourth Chickasaw bluff, upon 
which Memphis is built, has an elevation of some seventy feet above low 
water, and is entirely composed of yellowish, marly clay, belonging to the 
quaternary. At Eandolph, on the second Chickasaw bluff, the elevation is 
two hundred feet above low water, and for the sake of comparison, the fol- 
lowing section obtained at that place is here given : 

I-. , f Sandy soil and subsoil, ) o- r ■ 

Quateniarv. ] ^ ,, . , , , ' ^ 8j leet. 

( lellowish marlj clay, . . . . -J 

( Purplish-pink clay,* ..... 6 inches. 

Yellowish sand and gravel, .... 10 feet. 

Brown, silicioua, and lignitic clay shale,t - 20 " 

Upper bod of lignite, 2 " 

Ash-colored clay with fossil leaves, . . 11 " 

Lower bed of lignite, 2 feet G inches. 

Space, — ash-colored silicioua clay ? — to low 

water of Mississippi river, . ... 70 feet. 

Aggregate, . . . . 201 " 

The yellow sand and gravel-bed, at the junction of the Quaternary and 
Tertiary, is very variable in its character, but marks a distinct horizon 
through a district of country many miles in width ; and, so far as known, 
extends in length from the southern part of Arkansas, running with a 
northeasterly strike through the eastern part of that State, the western 
part of Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, and terminating in the southern 
part of Illinois. It is this member, cemented into a hard, ferruginous con- 
glomerate, which crosses the Ohio river at New Caledonia in Illinois, and 
forms the Grand and Little chain on that stream- 
In Phillips county, there are many remains of old fortifications or abori- 
ginal towns to be seen, — monuments of a bygone race, of whose history 
no tradition known to the white man has been preserved by the occupants 
of the country. One of these ancient works of art, four miles west of 
Helena, at the terminus of Crowley's ridge, was visited. The embank- 
ments, now nearly destroyed by the washing of the rains, and the cultiva- 
tion of a part of the land, were built of sun-dried clay, mixed with stems 
and leaves of the cane. The vegetable structure of the cane is still well 
preser\'ed in the clay matrix, and I could, in no instance, find any evidence 
of the cane's having been charred by fire ; hence the conclusion, that it 
received no greater drying heat than that given it by the sun. Nor is 

* Increases to ten feet a short diatatice below the town. 

t Probably the same that is called " black dirt" in Bradley and Ashley counties, Arkansas. 
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there any appearance of fashioned brick, of whicli it ia said this wall was 
built. The clay and stems of cane appear to have been mixed together 
and moulded into a wall, somewhat after the manner of a pise. The 
northern boundaiy of this enclosure is formed by the hiils, and within the 
interior there are a number of small mounds. 

Old Town, fifteen miles below Helena, on the Mississippi river, derives 
its name from the evidence afforded of its having been the site of an abori- 
ginal village. 

In an agricultural point of view, Phillips county ranks equal to any in 
the State. The broad Mississippi bottom in the southern part, interspersed 
with small, old river lakes and bayous, is remarkably fertile, and under a 
high state of cultivation. In the western part, watered by Big creek, there 
is a large body of level land, formed by the gradual flattening out of Crow- 
ley's ridge in that direction : hence it has received the name of " table 
land." Farther to the west, extending to Cache river and beyond, the 
country is traversed by low ridges, with intervening clay flats, and occa- 
sional wet prairies. The ridges have, for the most part, a reddish, sandy 
clay soil, — occasionally a gray sandy loam. 

Characteristic soils were collected for analysis from the Mississippi bot- 
tom, at Mr. Cooper's plantation, six miles south of Helena. One set was 
taken from a ridge eallod "Sugar-tree ridge," on account of- the trees of 
that name which grow upon it. This ridge is elevated a few feet above 
the overflow of the Mississippi river, and occupies a considerable district, 
which lies in an elbow formed hy Long lake. The fact of sugar trees 
growing upon this land, rather led me to suspect a more than usual amount 
of lime in the soil, as this tree is supposed to be partial to a calcareous 
land, and from report, it is not found anywhere else in the bottom. Be- 
sides sugar trees, the principal growth noted consisted of large black wal- 
nut, red oak, persimmon, white and red elm, sweet gum, mulberry, large 
sassafras, papaw, and grape vines. There was also a circle of holly trees, 
supposed, from their regularity, to have been planted hy the aborigines ; 
more especially, as there is a row of them extending in a direct line to the 
river. Traces of an old fortification are found in this land, together with 
an abundance of mounds. In the latter, by ploughing up the ground, 
there have been found human bones, implements of pottery, arrow-heads, 
and stone axes. One of these axes, — in the possession of Mr. Cooper, — 
was made from silicified wood, such as we found in Dallas, Jefferson, St. 
Francis, and other counties. The analysis of the soils from this " Sugar- 
tree ridge" will be found in Dr. Eohert Peter's Beport, Nos. 439, 440, 441. 

Another set of soils was collected at Mr, Cooper's, from what is known 
as the " Buckshot land" of Phillips county. This is the low bottom land 
of lakes and sloughs, from ten to fifteen feet lower than the ridge land. 
It is a bluisli-black, stiff, plastic soil, when wet, and the virgin soil breaks 
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up under the plough in large cakes, that soon crumble from the action of 
the atmosphere into small pieces somewhat resembling buckshot, thus 
becoming mellow and easy of tillage. Mr. Cooper is of the opinion that 
this character of soil is the most productive in the county. One bale of 
cotton, or fifty to seventy bushels of corn, may be raised on an acre. The 
principal growth is large eottonwood, huttonwood, blue ash, occasionally 
large ovcr-eup oak, and mulberry. Tor the analysis of the above soils, see 
Dr. Robert Peter's Report, Ifos. 436, 43T, 438. 

The alluvial land immediately adjoining the Mississippi river is a sandy 
loam, easily cultivated, and very fertile, producing one bale of cotton to 
the acre. A characteristic soil was taken from G-eneral Pillow's planta- 
tion, below Helena. The analysis is given in Dr. Robert Peter's Report, 
No. 448. 

Hill-land soil was collected from "William Calvert's farm, on Crowley's 
ridge. This soil is derived from the silicious, marly, quaternary clay, above 
the gravel. It stands the drought well, and produces from forty to forty- 
five bushels of corn, or twenty to thirty bushels of wheat, to the acre. 
The amount of wheat reported appears to be large ; but this ridge is uni- 
versally spoken of as being excellent for wheat. The principal growth is 
large poplar (the only poplar trees found in the State grow on this ridge), 
beech, red oak, Spanish oak, white oak, hickory, sweet gum, black walnut, 
butternut, sugar-tree, honey-locust, and originally cane, For the analysis, 
see Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 445, 446, 447. 

The table-land of this county has, for the most part, a deep yellow, or 
mulatto soil, with now and then small spots of an ashen color, probably 
the former beds of small, dried-up ponds. These spots are thought to be 
the most productive. This table-land will produce on an average one 
thousand pounds of cotton, twenty-five to thirty bushels of corn, or twenty 
bushels of wheat, and is considered excellent for rye and oats. The prin- 
cipal growth is sweet gum ; but on the most elevated portion of this land, 
at Mr. Rice's plantation, where the soils for analysis were collected, the 
growth is beech, poplar, red and white elm, mulberry, sweet gum, ash, 
white oak, black walnut, dogwood, sassafras, and red maple. For the 
analysis of this soil, see Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 442, 44S, 444. 

A PART OF MONROE COUNTY. 

The eastern part of Monroe county is somewhat similar in its character 
to the table-land of Phillips county ; but it is diminished in elevation, and 
becomes more cut up by sloughs and flats, and occasionally by a wet 
prairie. 

In the northeast corner of Monroe are the Big and Little prairies. The 
latter appears to have been the bed of a dried-up swamp. The soil and 
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I in thia prairie are an ash-colored clay, charged with email iron 
gravel, having a depth of two to two and a half feet, and resting on a 
substratum of red clay, which could be eeen in the bottom of a ditch 
recently cut for the purpose of reclaiming the land and bringing it into 
cultivation. Samples of the soil and substratum of yellow clay were 
collected from thia prairie, and the analysis will be found in Dr. Peter'a 
Report, Nos. 433, 434, 435. 

!Not far from the Little prairie, and near Moro post-office, soils were 
collected from Mr. IlaU's plantation, the analyses of which are given in 
Pr. Peter's Report, Xos. 430, 431, 432. At Mr. Hall's the principal growth 
is white oak, red oak, post oak, hickory, dogwood, sassafras, and some 
sweet gum. 

The soils collected from Alfred Mullen's plantation, near Clarendon, and 
mentioned in the First Report, have been analyzed, and are given in Dr. 
Peter's Report, Nos. 297, 298, 299. 



ST, FRANCIS COUNTY. 

St. Francis county extends from the St. Francis river on the east to 
White river on the west, and is traversed by Cache and L'Anguille rivers. 
Crowley's ridge, which runs along the St, Francis river in nearly a north 
and south course, is here much broken into bills, and haa a breadth of 
from two to aix miles, and an elevation of from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred feet. The remainder of the county is characterized by low, 
sandy, and clay ridges, with intervening flat, clay land. The latter is for 
the most part wet and spouty, and, without drainage, unfit for cultivation : 
the former ia amongst the best cultivated lands of the county. 

One and a half miles from Madison, on Crow creek, there is a valuable 
bed of shell marl. This marl is on property belonging to "W". J. Conner, 
and is for the most part composed of large oyater-shells in a friable con- 
dition. Some of these shells were as much as fifteen inches in length, but 
so easily broken that we found it impossible to get them out whole. 
Besides the oj'ster-shella, we collected Venericardia planicosta (Lam.), 
Monoceros vetustus (Lea), Aneillaria subghhosa (Lea), and Corhula Alahami- 
ensis (Lea), proving the deposit to belong to the eocene division of the 
tertiary. The following is a section of the bluff above the shell marl : 



Quaternary, Silicious, clay marl, 

Gravel, and orange -colored sand, 
Wliitisli sand, brown clay at bottom, 
Oyster bed, with a variety of eocene fossils, 
Stiff, blue clay, to bed of creek, 

Aggregate, 
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An analysis was made of this shell-marl from Crow creek, and the 
eompoaition found to be as follows : 

Moisture, dried at 300° 0.').20 

Insoluble Silicates, 43.40 

Carbonic Acid, 18.9G 

Lime, 2J.24 

Magnesia, 00.36 

Iron and Alumina, 04.80 

Phosphoric Add,' 00.:!T 

Sulphnric Acid, 00.85 

Chlorine, OO.OI 

Chloride of Alkalies, 00.15 

Losa, Ol.GG 

200.00 

At Mr. Connor's, this shell-marl is but a few yarda frotn the railroad, 
and the facility with which it may be obtained and transported to various 
parts of the country, will eventually give it commercial importance, and 
prove a source of revenue to the owner. It will be found highly bene- 
ficial as a mineral fertilizer on the stift', wet clay lands, so abundant in this 
and the adjoining counties, as well as for all those fields which have been 
worn out by improvident cultivation. 

Four or five miles north of Madison, on the Wittsburg road, there is a 
great slide in the ridge, affording a fine view of the strata. The succession 
was found to be : 

Quaternary. Yellowish, silicious, marly clay, .... GO to 80 feet. 

Red sand and gravel, 30 to 40 " 

Gravel-bed, 20 " 

Orange-colored sand, containing slllcified trees, . , . 10 to 15 " 

Branded layers of clay and eand, 6 " 

Aggregate, ...... ISl " 

Here we had an excellent opportunity of seeing in place the petrified 
wood, as there was a silicified tree, ten inches in diameter, sticking out of 
the bank, and exposing about two feet of ite length. At a few paces 
distance, it might have been taken for a half-decayed log ; but on striking 
it with the hammer, its fiinty, fossil character, was made manifest. 

The following is a section of Copperas bluff, two miles north of "Witts- 
burg: 

Yellowish, silicious, marly clay, . 42 feet. 

Orange sand and elay, . . . . . . . . 5 to 15 " 

" " with gravel, 20 " 

' The phosphoric acid was estimated with bismuth according to Chaucd'a process, and I 
believe it does not give enough. 
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Segregntioiis of silicious iron ore, and some fossil wood converted 

Pale greenish -gray sand, . 

Dirt-bed, with some lignite, fossil leaves and stems, and wood 
converted into snlphuret of iron, ...... 

Ash-eolored sand, with segregations of good iron ore resting on 

Dirt-bed, with fossil leaves and lignite, and other vegetable re- 
mains, partly converted into sulphuret of iron. 
Bed of creek. 



The upper iron ore bed in this section is the place of the petrified wood, 
and we saw the stump of a tree, two feet in diameter, that had tumbled 
down into the creek. The main body was converted into snlphuret of 
iron, — the outer surface being oxydized by exposure to the atmosphere. 

Selenite and copperas arc both found at this bluff; the latter in consider- 
able quantity. 

■On descending the hill, immediately before entering "Wittsburg, there is 
a bed of eilicious iron ore under the gravel-bed, near Mr. Knight's store. 
Some small beds of good iron ore were also seen on the hillsides, along the 
road from Wittsburg to Dr. Van Patten's, and it is probable that enough 
may be found to run a small Catlin forge. 

The spring-water at Wittsburg was examined, and found to contain a 
small amount of — 

Chloride of Sodium, Bicarbonate of Magnesia. 

Bicarbonate of Lime, 

It flows from under the gravel-bed, and is very pure, wholesome water. 

A set of soils was collected on the west side of Crowley's ridge, from 
Gov. Mark W. Izzard's plantation, adjoining the old town of Mount 
Vernon. The principal growth on this land is Black Hickory, Sweet 
Gum, Poplar, Black Ash, Elm, Sassafras, Dogwood, and Box Elder. The 
soil from the old field has been thirty years in cultivation, and would still 
produce, per acre, a bale of cotton, forty to fifty bushels of corn, or fifteen 
bushels of wheat It is also good for oats, red-top, and timothy. For the 
analysis of these soils, see Dr. Peter's Report, Nos. 449, 450, 451. 

The following comprise the analyses of springs, not before noted, in 
Poinsett county. 

An examination of Dr. Van Patten's spring, two miles south of Walnut 
Camp, showed the principal ingredients to be: 

Bicarbonate of Lime, . a small quantity. 

" " Magnesia, " " 

Sulphates, a trace. 
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This is a very weak chalybeate, and can hardly be said to have medicinal 
properties. 

John England's well-water, one and a half miles south of Hari-isburg, 
was also analyzed. The water was found in white sand, below the gravel- 
bed, at a depth of nineteen feet from the surface. The principal consti- 
tuents are : 

Free Sulphuretted Hydrogen, . . a trace. 
Sulphate of Magnesia, 

" " Soda, 
Chloride of Sodium, 
Bicarbonate of Lime, 

" " Magnesia. 

This is an alkaline, saline, sulphuretted water, and has excellent medi- 
cinal properties. 

In conclusion, I wish to call attention to the topographical and geolo- 
gical map of the Fourche Cove district, near Little Eock, in Pulaski county, 
constructed by Mr. Joseph Lesley, in accordance with instructions received 
from the State Geologist. This map ia designed to show the manner in 
which the detailed work is to be prosecuted. N"ot only does it present the 
topographical character of the country, showing the elevations of the 
ridges, courses of the smallest rivulets, positions of farms, &e. &e., but its 
most important feature consists in the accuracy with which the geology 
may be represented, the valuable metalliferous ores located, and their 
extent and importance made known. Such a map of the State, when com- 
pleted, will correct the present incomplete and imperfect geography of the 
countiy, and leave nothing more to be desired in a geological point of 
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